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Disclaimer

This report was written according to the EASO COI Report Methodologd) {2ZlHe report is based
on carefully selected sources of information. All sources used are referenced.

The information contained in this report has been researched, evaluated and analysed with utmost
care. However, this document does not claim to be exhaestif a particular event, person or
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or
that the person or organisation does not exist.

Furthermore, this report is not conclusive as to the determinationnuerit of any particular
application for international protection. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a
particular legal position.

YwSFdzaASSQ>X WNRA1Q FYR &AYATIFNI GSNXYAy2t23e | NB dz
applied in the EU Asylum Acquis, the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the
Status of Refugees.

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be
made of the information contained irnis report.

The drafting of this report was finaliseth 28 May 2021 Any event taking place after this date is not
included in this reportMore information on the reference period for this report can be found in the
methodology section of théntroduction

1 The 2019 EASO COl Report Methodology can be downloaded from the EASO COI Portal
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019 EASO_COI mReyethodology.pdf
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Glossary andibbreviations

ACLED
AOAV
COAR
Col

DIS
ERW
FSA
GoS
HAD
HTS
IED
IRGC
ISIL

ISW
NDF
NLF
OHCHR
PYD
SAA
SDF
SHRC
SNA
SNHR
SOHR
STJ
UNOCHA
USsbOD
VDC
YPG

Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project

Action on Armed Violence

Center for Operational Analysis and Research

Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Are
Republic

Danish Immigration Service

Explosive Remnants of War

Free Syrian Army

Government of Syria

Hurras alDin

| I & Tahrir aiSham

Improvised Explosive Device

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps

Islamic State of Irag and the Levant; also known as Islamic State ¢
and Syria (ISIS), the Islamic State (IS), or Daesh

Institute for the Study of War

NationalDefence Forces

National Liberation Front

Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights

Democratic Union Party (Kurdish)

Syrian Arab Army

Syrian Democratic Forces

Syrian Human Rights Committee

Syrian National Army

Syrian Network for Human Rights

Syrian Observatory of Human Rights

Syrians for Truth & Justice

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
United States Department of Defense

Violations Documentation Center in Syria
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Introduction

The purpose of this security situation report is to provide relevant information for the assessment of
international protection status determination, including refugee status and subsidiary proteatidn,
in particular for use impdatingEA® Q& O2dzy i NB 3JdzA R yOS RS@St 2LIrSyi

In order tosupport theassesment ofthe application ofArticle 15(c) of the Qualification Directive on

I aSNRAR2dza FYR AYRAGARdAzZrt GKNBFG G2 | OAGAfAlIYyQa
situations of international or internal armed conflict, the security situation report examines the nature

of armed conflicts taking place in the territory, the nature of the violence and presence of armed

actors in different areas, and the impact on canB, for example in terms of casualties/fatalities and
conflictlinked displacement.

This report is produced in line with the EASO COI Report Methodology {20ibjhe EASO COI
Writing and Referencing Style Guide (20%19).

Methodology

This report analges the security situation in Syria, focusing in particular on the situation of the civilian
population. The reference period is 2020 and the first three months of Z0&information gathered

is a result of research using public, specialised papsedand electronic sources unfitl April 2021.
Somelimited additional information was added during the finalisation of this report in response to
feedback received during the quality control process, W@iMay 2021.

The terms of reference (ToR) of thégport were defined by EASO based on discussions held and input
received from COI experts in the EASO COI specialist network on Syria and from policy experts in EU+
countries within the framework of a Country Guidance development on SyhHaTerms of Reference

for this report can be founth AnnexlIV of this report.

sources

Public sources

In accordance with EASO @@thodology, a range of different published documentary sources have

been consulted on relevant topics for this report. These include: COI reports by governments;
information from civil society, advocacy groups, humanitarian organisations, and NGOsatioteah

and NGO human rights reports; reports produced by various bodies of the United Nations; Syrian and
regionallybased media and social media; academic publications and think tank reports and
specialised sources covering Syria. All information froeséhsources was consulted within time

02y &GN} Ayida FYR SAGKAY GKS NBASHNDK Gatyesng NI Ay Ga
environment.

2EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information (COIl) Report Methodology, Jung2019,
3EASO, Writing and Referencing Guide for EB&Mitry of Origin Information (COI) Reports, June 2049,
4 All EU Member States plus Norway and Switzerland
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https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Writing_and_Referencing_Guide.pdf

Arabiconline sources

This report has included some Arataciguage sources in order to provide added eato the
available COI. All Arabic sources have been assessed andlweoked/corroborated with English
sources to the extent possible, in line with EASO COI Methodology. Arabic sources have been
informally translated by a native Arabic speaker. Dueht tolume of Arabic sources used, for the
citation of all these nofEnglish sources, this report does not follow the EASO Writing and Referencing
Guide signalling in the citation each time a source is translated. This is for maximal readability and
efficiency.

Oral source information

EASO researchers conducted interviews in February 2021 with the following sources and included
relevant information from:

1 Suhail AlGhazi, Syrian researcher and activist from Damascus. In addition to beingrthe
residentfellow at Tabhrir Institute for Middle East Policy, he is also a member of \Byifg
fact checking platform. His research focuses on the military and security situation of Syria as
well as the socioeconomic situation in governméietd areas.

1 Anintermational humanitarian organisation working in Syria. The source preferred anonymity
for the sake of discretion and their personal and organisational safety.

Sources on civiliafatalities

The two main sources on civilian fatalities in Syria used in thestrape the Violations Documentation
Centre in Syria (VDC) and the Syrian Network of Human Rights (SNHR).

The Violations Documentation Centre in Syria (VOIEC)R nonprofit human rights organisation
established in 201 with the stated purpose to provide independent documentation of human rights
violations within Syria. VDC uses a network of human rights activists and media activists who collect
information about conflicrelated deaths. It also collects information finchospitals, funeral homes,
0KS @AO0OGAYAQ FlLYAfASA FyR a2yYSsS 20t YSRAI Ayai,
checked against available video recordings and images of conflict events before being entered in the
VDC database. The data aegified further and updated as new information becomes available. VDC
database lists civilian and nanivilian fatalities by name, gender, age, and governorkte. civilian
fatalities, VDC also codes the causalefth which includes shelling,shooting,bombing,arbitrary
execution, death resulted from torture, death resulted from deprivation of health cané,use of
prohibited weapon$

VDC has provided EASO its updated data on civilian fataliti@®26rand the first three months of
2021, disaggregted by month and governorate. The data is availébknnex! in of this report.

TheSyrian Network of Human Rights (SNidR)nonrprofit human rights organisation founded in 2011

which works on documenting human rights violations in Syria. SNHR relies on a network of volunteers

Ay SIFOK 3I2@8SNY2NI (S (2 O2YLIAES fAala t@aavided OAt Al Yy
and by speaking with family members, witnesses, and hospitals. SNHR reports fatalities by gender,

age, perpetrator, governorate, and other classifications. SNHR only records civilian fatalitrethe

exception of the death toll among viots who died due to torture, which includes armed combatants

and civilians.

5For detailed informationoe 5/ Q& Y S (i K@IREAS@email carrésBondence with VDC, 21 April 2021
6C2NJ RSGFAE SR AYT2NYE G A 2rf SNMR, Extrhjudisiad &illingy Glainis 208 Riie2 ol B734Cvlans in
Syria in 2020, Including 99 in December, 1 January 2005, 4

10



https://vdc-sy.net/en/
http://sn4hr.org/
https://vdc-sy.net/our-methodology/
http://sn4hr.org/public_html/wp-content/pdf/english/SNHR_Methodology_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_1734_Civilians_in_Syria_in_2020_Including_99_in_December_en.pdf

Sources on security incidents

For data on violent incidents, publicly available curated datasets from the organigatizad Conflict
Location and Event Data Project (ACLE&Ye been usedACLED is a project collecting, analysing and
mapping information on crisis and conflict in Africa, south and seattt Asia and Middle East and
provides datasets on conflict incidents. ACLED coltidts on violent incidents in Syria, coding each
incident with the time and place, type of violent incident, the parties involved and the number of
fatalities. The information is collected in a database that is openly accessible, searchable and kept
continuously up to dateThe data primarily come from secondary sources such as media reports, but
also from reports by international institutions and ngovernmental organisations and data provided

by local partners of ACLED.

Security incidents numbers angsociated graphs/maps at country and governorate level are based
on a publicly available ACLED curated dataset for Middle East (update@ Ayptil 2021)8 Additional
sources have been researched to the extent possible to corroborate the ACLED findings.

CdzZNI KSNJ AYF2NXIGA2Y 2y 1/ [95Q0a& YSiK2R2ft23& I YR
Sectionl.6.2

Challenges in collecting information and research limitations

The research environment in Syrizsllenging. Availability of credible and up to date information is
limited.° The COVIR9 (SARE0\/2) pandemic has further limited the ability to conduct field research
and report on recent developments pertaining to specific issues.

In the context of he Syrian conflict, media coverage in both Syrian and international media must be
carefully weighed against each other. Source and information assessment took place in a highly
polarised and politicised context. Bias was mitigated to the extent possileigh methodological
techniques such as crosschecking, corroborating, contrasting and comparing the information.

Structure and use of the report

The report is divided into two parts. The first part focuses on presenting an overview of the armed
conflicts in Syria, current political developments and information on the main parties to the conflict.
It goes on to describe the security trends in different parts of Syria during 2020 and first three months
of 2021, with a focus othe nature of the vitence and impact on civilians.

The second part provides a governorddéeel description of the security situation. Each governorate
chapter includes a map, brief description of the governorate, background conflict dynamics and armed
actors present in theraa, recent security trends, including information on civilian fatalities, security
incidents and trends, armed confrontations (etc.), displacement and return, and civilian infrastructure
impacted.

7 ACLED, Methodology, April 2018l; ACLED, FAQ ACLED Sourcing Methodology, February2020,

8C2 NJ Y2 NB RS Ipbriing se@ Sectibh62 AGLEB, Cuvdted Data Files, Middle East (9 April 20R1),
9 The UN Human Rights Council mandated Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic,
established on 22 August 2011 and tasked with investigating all alleged violations of international human rights law since
March 2011 in theSyrian Arab Republic, has been denied access to the territory held by the Government of the Syria (GoS).
UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/46/54], 21 January 2021, p. 2

11
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https://acleddata.com/acleddatanew/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2019/04/Methodology-Overview_FINAL.pdf
https://acleddata.com/acleddatanew/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2020/02/FAQs_ACLED-Sourcing-Methodology.pdf
https://acleddata.com/download/2915/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2045772/A_HRC_46_54_E.pdf
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1. General description of the security
situation in Syria

1.1 Overview of conflicts

Several armed conflicts are taking place in Syria, according to the Rule of Law in Armed Conflict Project
(RULACY

1 the United States (U$2d coalition against théslamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) is in
an international armed conflict with Syria, due to its military intervention in Syria without the
consent of the Government of Syria (GoS).

9 Syriais in an international armed conflict with Turkey, whodaaged out military operations
againstGo%? ISIL and Kurdish armed groups in Syria, and controls parts of northern Syria with
the help of antiGoS armed group's.

9 Syria is involved in an international armed conflict with Israel as well, who has been
conducting air strikes on Iranian targets in Syria without the consent of the'GoS.

9 Syria is involved in a ndnternational armed conflict with various arBoS armed groups,
Y2aid y20l of &-SHai gHDS),dhe Syriaik Natidwal Arfny (SNA) and ISIL

1 Turkey is engaged in a namernationalarmedO2 Yy Ff A OG Ay {&@NAIl HAGK
Protection Units (YPG) forcé&s.

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arabdgetinined that as of
February 201 i K S AayididSratianiofitie conflict, combined with the increased organizational
capabilities of antiGovernment armed groups, had met the legal threshold for a-international
armed conflict. With this determination, the commission applied international hutagan law in its
assessment of the actions of the parties during hostiliés

Further information on the conflict background in Syria is available irEtR80 COI Report: Swia
Security situationNlay 2020)and EASO COI Report: Syriactors (December 2019)

1.2 Political developments

The UN Security Council Resolution 2254, adopted in December 2015, calls for creating a
constitutional committee that would draft a new constitutiamd organise UN supervised electidfs.

11RULAC is an online portal thaeidifies and classifies situations of armed conflict through independent assessment based
on open source information; it is located at the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, 17
December 2020yr!

12 AP News, Syrian, Turkish armies engage in new deadly clashes in Idlib, 4 Mareil 2020,

BBRULAC, International armed conflicts in Syria, 15 April 2021,

14RULAC, International armed conflicts in Syria, 15 April 2021,

15 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/46/54], 21 January 2021, paras 67, 11, 19; RULAC, International armed conflicts in Syria, 15 April @021,

16 Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and HuRights, The War Report 2018, April 2049,p. 127

17UN Human Rights Council, Report of the independent international commission of inquirg &yiilan Arab Republic
[A/HRC/21/50], 16 August 201@xl, p. 1 paras B

18 Syria Study Group, Final Report and Recommendations, USIP, 24 Septembarl2p129
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The Geneva peace talks led by the UN (in 20died 2017% have been unsuccessful, with the GoS

and opposition representatives failing to find common grodh@utside of UN auspices, Russia,

Turkey and Iran set upeace talks in January 2017 in what became known as the Astana pfécess.

The negotiations led to the creation of four-6oF f f SRR OWRE A2y | NBFHaQ gKAOI
cessation of hostilitiesn certain areasetween GoS and ar@oS armed groups anerms for

improved humanitarian access, with Russia, Turkey and Iran acting as guafastarsing from the

beginning of 2018, three out of the four descalation zones have been retaken by GoS forfcEse

last remaining deescalation zone coveringlib governorate and parts of Latakia, Aleppo and Hama

governorateshavebeen subject to GoS military offensive in 2019 and early 2920.

On 16September2019, Turkey, Russia and Iran announced that an agreement regarding the
composition of the Constitutional Committee had been reactethe committee comprises of 150

delegates, including 50 delegates each representing respectively the GoS and the [fyostian. A

third list of 50 Syriamational delegate8OK2 4 Sy o6& (KS ! b NBLINBaASYydAy3d U
AYRSLISYRSy(Gas GNR&A 45 mertberCEnistiEutiotirgftRg gsoRpY 15 yrdndeach

group, was set up in October 2019 fdld y 3 (G KS O2 YY A (P{S8bSequent Jeashadifi Y S S {7
the Constitutional Committee held in November 28/l December 2020 and January 2021, failed to

make progresg!

In July 2020, parliamentary elections were held in-Ga8rolled areas. The votinexcluded Syrians

who live outside GoSeld areas in nortiwest and northeast Syrid2¢ KS . I QF G K t I NI & |y
22AYSR dzy RSNJ 1 KS Wb (i% &fyfHe fseatd JHe lietn&@ning $elt\west @S G2 y
marginal parties connected to the &# Party and nominal independent candidates with ties to
PresidentAssad®* Observersstated that the process was marred ljectoral fraud and political
interference® Former French ambassador to Syria Michel Dualoslled the parliamentary elections

ask WY2®NESNEQPYRARFGSa KIFIR (2 06S WOSGHGSR o0& adl i
2T SENYySaild LREAGAOFIE 2LILRaAAGAZY QO

N>

19 Atlantic (The), The End of the Beginning in Syria, 30 March 2616

20BBC News, Syria war: Peace talks restart in Geneva, 16 MayBGuadian (The), 'Golden opportunity’ lost as Syrian

peace talks collapse, 14 December 2047,

21 CFR, Civil War in Syria, 10 March 20211,

22 Syria Study Group, Final Report and Recommendations, USIP, 24 Septembarl20123

23 Al Jazeera, Syria's ‘d@scalation zones' explained, 4 July 2047,

24 International Crisis Group, The Best of Bad OgtionT 2 NJ { @ NA I Q& WwlPf3A o6 mn al NODK Ham®pI
25 See Idlib and Aleppo chapters.

26 Asharg AlAswat, Russia, Iran, Turkey Say Syria Constitutional Committee Readytel6li@e2019 url

27US CRS, Armed Conflict in Syria: Overview and U.S. Response, 12 February p020,

28 AP News, UN envoy: More work needed on Syria constitutional committee, 21 Decembeni2018,
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url
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2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020); Report of the -Eemretaty
[S/2021/160], 18 February 2024z, p. 4; UN Secretary General, Note to Correspondents: Transcript of remarks by Mr. Geir

O. Pedersen, UN Special Envoy for Syria, following the conclusion of the Fifth SessiosmiathBody of the Syrian
Constitutional Committee, 29 January 202l
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33 Duclos, M., The Syrian parliamentary elections were a mockery, Atlantic Council, 31 Juiyl2020,
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35 Shaar, K. and Akil, S., Inside Syria's Clapping Chamber: Dynamics of the 2020 Parliamentary Elections, MEI, 28 January
2021,url

36 Duclos M., The Syrian parliamentary elections were a mockery, Atlantic Council, 31 Julur2020,
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Presidential elections were held on BBy 2021 and resulted in Assad winning 9%lof the votes
and a fourthterm as President of Syrf&The elections were boycotted in areas outside GoS cofftrol.
Syrian authorities claimed that more that fdllion Syrians voted in the presidential elections, a
turnout of around 7846

European countries have expressed thei A Y IS Sy GA2y (2 NB2SOG GKS NBa&dz
y24 oFaSR 2y ! YAGSR bl GA2y4aA Hurﬁp@ahl‘ﬂ’irlw@ent/r@cdzyro@fx f NB
FNRY al NOK Haum adGFrGSR GKFG Ad WwO2yaAaARSHNRE GKS ¢
fFrO1AYy3 Fye FT2N¥ 2F ONBRAOAfAGE Ay GUKS S®Sa 27
Following the May 2021 presidential electio&tJHigh Representative JodeBorrellstated that they

Yhet none of the criteria of a genuinely demodcavote(¥d

1.3 International involvement

The conflict in Syria has drawn the involvement of countries such as Russia, Iran, Turkey, the US, Israel
and others* The conflict is viewed as being more about the geopolitical future of the Middle East
rather than only about Syri&.

Russiaintervened militarily in the Syrian conflict in September 2015, in support of the Syrian
government® I YR A& ONBRAGSR gAGK OKI yIAYBAIzAIKAS QiAA RYSAAE A2
presence was focused mainly on an aerial campaign with a naval component. Ground forces consisted
WLINR Y NAE @ 2F aLISOALFE T2 NS A Zassistimh gaknerforc€sdaadS R 2 Y
O2y RdzOGAY 3 &LISOAI f “®ESBniagegfonMardh202¢ fiShe Muknbed of Rugsag ©

troops in Syria at B00#°

Since 2012ranK | & & dzLJLJX A SR !lIsiaiic ReQadutiofaN@sAardiCorR% Q) Kdvisars

a network of Shia foreign fighters from the Lebanese Hezbollah and various militias from Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and Ira#f. Iran has also played an important role in the foundation of the Syrian pro
government militias such as the National Defense Fo(bi3F), which were formed under IRGC
supervisiorp! As of March 2020, Iran presence in Syria consisted of an estim#&i@d BRGC military
advisors and between 3000 to 50000 affiliated foreign militia& In 2020, Iranian presence and
influence was repded throughout Syria, with a higher concentration in Damascus, Aleppo, Deir Ez

38 Euronews, Syria's Assad wins 4th term with 95% of vote, in election the West calls fraudulent, 28 Mayl 2021,

3COAR, Al a4l R WYRIektirav@h 95.5% of The ¥o Now What?, 31 May 202(irl
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41 Asharg AlAswat, European Document Rejects 2021 Syrian Presidential Elections, 2 Maralwr021,

42 European Parliament, resolution of 11 March 2021 on the Syrian copfli@tyears after the uprising (2021/2576(RSP)),

11 March 2021url

43EEAS, Syria: Statement by the High Representative Josep Borrell on the presidential elections, 27 Mdy 2021,

44 Syria Study Group, Final Report and Recommendations, USIP, 24 Septembar| 20192

45 Geneva Academy of Intertianal Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, The War Report 2018, April20p®, 124125

46 US CRS, Syria Conflict Overview: 2200118, 23 Januarg019,urls  LJ® HT [ dzyRZ ! ®X {&NXIl Q& / AQDAf
Frozen Conflict?, Swedish Defence Research Agency, Decembenr20i&1

47 EPRS, Russia in the Middle East. From Sidelines to center Stage, Novemberl2018,Jd HT [ dzy REZ ! &3 { & NJ
Government Victory or Frozen Conflict?, Swedish Defence Research Agency, Decemhet, 2018,
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September 2019rl, p. 5

49 Lamrani, O., The Syrian Battlespace: A Net Assessment, Newlines Institute, 13 Aputl2020,

50 Syria Study Grqy Final Report and Recommendations, USIP, 24 September @201pp. 2223; USDOD, Operation

Inherent Resolve, Lead Inspector General Reporttothe US B@a a > ! LINAf MI HAMdbD uNgp'd onX HAM
28

5L {23 LN}YyQa ! aal R ury® 3;,OM@rECentre farlSidizéic SiudiesrChanging the Security Sector in

Syria, 01 October 201!, p. 90

52 amrani, O., The Syrian Battlespace: A Net Assessment, Newlines Institute, 13 Apuit|2020,
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Zor, Homs and Quneitra governoratédranianbackedforces are fighting on behalf of th€oS

against antigovernment groups and IStt..

TurkeyKl & 0SSy Ay@2ft @SR Ay {&NARIlI Qa O2y Tt A0l &arayos
remove the Assad government from power, such as the Free Syrian(R8Apranded factions and

Islamist group§®¢ dzNJ Se@ Qa YI Ay 202S0BMBS (A Vi K{S& NIINRAK lya YalaNS
t NPGSOUGA2Y !'yAda o,tD0O FTNRY WSadGlofAakKAy3d Iy Id
¢ dzNJP°SBeQUS Congressional Research Serd& GRS G F § SR G KF G ¢ dz2NJ S& WYl
forces in northern SyriaagpNIi 2 F | O NBIF RSNJ OF YLISA 3y GFNBSGAYy3

As of March 2020, Turkey fielded betwee®@ to 4000 troops in Syria, although the number
constantly fluctuates® In 2020 and early 2021t inaintained military outpostsnd troopsin Idlib
governoraté®, northern Aleppo governoratandin the area between Tal Abyad and Ra\il®® In
2020, Turkey engaged in military confrontations with GoS forces in sash' and northwest
Syri&?, as well as with Kurdish forc&s.

The USled Global Calition Against Daesh [ISILturrently compried of 83 states, was formed in
2014 to combat ISIL in Iraq and S$frend since September 2014 has carried out military operations
against ISIL and other targets in Sytidnderformer USPresident Donald Trump, the US reduced its
involvement in the Syrian conflf€éandas of February 2021, 900 US troops remained im Sgployed

in north-east Syria and around Tanf Garrison (Homs governofattS. operations against ISIL in Syria
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continued in 2026 and first three months of 202%.US airstrikes on Iraniaaffiliated militias and
targets in Syria were also reportéd.

Since the start of the conflict in 201lIsrael has carried out air strikes against mainly Lebanese
Hezbollah and Iranian targets in Sytiavhich it considers representing a security threat to its
borders’? These airstrikes continued in 2020with Ist St Qa YAt AGF NE Of F AYAYy 3 A
during the year? Israeli airstrikes on GoS, Lebanese Hezbollah and Iranian targets were reported in
20217

According to the Council on Foreign Relatinmising in March 2021%WSE G SNy | £  Mibrft A G NB A
including the provision of arms and military equipment, training, air strikes, and even troops

adzLILIR2 NI 2F LINBPEASE Ay {&@NAI GKNBIFGSya (2ledINRt 2y
coalition, Russia, Iran, Turkey and Israbdpl 6 S WAY LINRPEAYAGE G2 2yS |y
g NI FYR NFXrAaAy3d O2yOSNYy& 20SNI Iy dzyAyiSyRSR Sao

For an overview of the number and location of military bases and posts of fdi@icgsin Syriaas
documented by Jusoor for Studiém January 202IseeMap 2 below:
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Map of the military bases and posts
of foreign forces in Syria
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1.4 Armed actors

According to the Council on Foreign Relatjdtheee main campaigns have driven the conflict in Syria:
Wwo2FftAGAR2Y STF2NIa (2 RSTFSIG GKS LatlYAO {dFdGS=
F2NOS&as YR YATAGFNE 2LINIGAZYAE F3IFAyald {&8NARFyYy Y

1.4.1 Syrian Arab Army and affiliated armed groups

The Syrian Armed Forces cm®f the Syrian Arab Army (SAA), the navy, the air force, the intelligence
services and the National Defense Fongettia.?° Bashar al Assad acts as the commander in chief of
the SAA and the armed forc&sOperational control of the forces was maintained by the Chief of Staff
of the Syrian Armed Forcés.

As of 2020, the Syrian Armed Forces were estimated to hav®U®%niltary personnel of which
130 000 were serving in the SAATheUS Department of Intelligenasstimated in a reportovering

the period between July and September 202@at the SAA had between0D0 and 1@®00 troops
deployed in northeast Syria, betweerhe cities of Manbij (Aleppo governorate) and Tal Tamr (Hasaka
governorate)®*

The SAA comprises of five main corps (tHe219, 39, 4" and 8" Corps), each consisting divisions
and led by a major general. Th&é dnd 3" Corps were created under Russian initiative after September
2015% The two corps operated either under joint RussByrian command {4 Corps) orexplicit
Russian command {5Corps)® Apart from thefive main corps, the SAA also has several semi
independent units: the Republican Guard, the Special Forces and"tWemoured Division,which
also fall under the command of the Chief of Staff.

The SAA is said to rely often on kgsaetorian unit€kuch as the Republican Guard, tHeArmoured

Divisionand the Special Forces for offensive operations. These units are reportedly mainly composed

of Alawites loyal to th&soSand reported to have receive preferential access to modern weagfons.
Thed5AOAaA2y Aada RSAONAROSR G2 0SS YIRS dzZll 2F WSt A
f22aSte I FANBLIE SRS RAY& (d@DRSNI G KS O2Matidr¥sRad2 ¥ (1 KS
According to a Human Rights Watch report which documénhe GoS offensive on Idlib from April

79 CFR, Civil War in Syria, 10 March 20211,

80 CIA, World Factbook, Syria, 25 February 2081,

81 Article 105 of Constitiion of Syrian Arab Republic Syria. See Constitution of the Syrian Arab Republic, published by ILO,
2012,url, p. 23; Omran Centre for Strategic SagjiTransformations of the Syrian Military: The Challenge of Change and
Restructuring, 31 December 2018]> LJ® wmHc T [ dzy R ZGovertrient{Vietdtyror Fazen [CAnfick?f SwadisiNY

Defence Research Agency, December 20di8p. 40

82|SW, The Syrian Army Doctrinal Order of Battle, February 2018, 5

83 Tawazun, Syria Country Profile, 20@60,

84USDOD, Operation Inherent Resolve. Lead Inspector General Report to the Ui GoigreWdzf @ mMX Hnwuwn { SLIGSY
3 November 202Qyrl, p. 63
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2019,url
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url
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url; Omran Centre for Strategic Studies, Transformations of the Syrian Military: The Challenge of Change and Restructuring,

31 December 2018yrl, p. 28; Asharg AMwsat, Russia Pressures Maher Assad to Return his Forces to Damascus, 14 June
2020,url
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http://tawazun.net/english/syria.php
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Nov/03/2002528608/-1/-1/1/LEAD%20INSPECTOR%20GENERAL%20FOR%20OPERATION%20INHERENT%20RESOLVE.PDF
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2019 to March 2020, the main GoS units involved in the offensive included"taed45" Corps, the
25" Division (Tiger Forces), the Palestinian militia Lin@uals and the ND¥E.

A research conducted on p®oSacebook pages which document deaths among the SAA and allied

forces recorded 331 combatrelated deaths in 2020. Around half of all fatalities incurred by GoS

forces took place January and February 2020. For the year 2020, o¥%epn68ll GoS forces Hdities

were recorded on the nortlwest front (Latakia, west Aleppo, Idlib, north Hama governorates),

followed by 1%% on the central Syria front (Deir-Ear, south Ragga, east Homs, south Aleppo) and

14> 2y GKS {2dzi KSNY TN gniiascas®l NI = { 6SARI X vdzySAGl

US CRS stated that p@oS forces operating in Syria include Iran, Russia and the Lebanese Hé&Zbollah.
Various pregovernment militias, both local and foreifnwere operating in Syria alongside the
regular armed force® These included local militias such as the National Defense Forces (NDF) and
non-Syrian militias made up of foreign fighters mainly backed by°fran.

For deployments of the SA% until3 April2020seeEASO COI Report: Syréecurity situationNay
2020)
Detailed information on the mandate/structure, protection capabilities and intggissues of

government actors and affiliated armed groups is available inBA80O COI Report: Syridctors
(December 2019)

1.4.2 TheSyrian National Army

In northern Aleppo governoratend areas of Ragga and Hasaka governoratesGoS armed groups

FNBE AyO2NLIRNFYGSR dzyRSNJ GKS {&NXIy -Hadckédiagmgd f | NI
2 LILJ2 & A U A.ZAS of Da:Bmuize)a020, ¢iSNA together with Turkish armed forces was reported

to be in control of Operation Euphrates Shield (area between AzaBalAl and Jarablus) and

Operation Olive Branch (Afrin distrittareas in northern Aleppo governordfeand in theOperation
PeaceSpringarea betweerTall Abyad (Ragga governorate) and Ras al Ain (Hasaka goverA®rate).

The factions that comprise the SNA are hostile towards the GoS eisesouth Aleppo governorate

and SDF forces controlling areas in the provineg, F 2 f £ 26 ¢ dzNJ] S Q& 2NRSNJ Ay
operations against eithet! According to a January 2021 report 8yrian researchekhayrallah al

Hilu?2, the SNA has not fought against the GoS in any of the three areas under its control. It has
engaged in niitary operations led by Turkey against the SDF or outside of ‘Sria.

9 w23 a¢FNBSGAYI [AFS AY LREAGET {&NALY IluiRp.186dzaa Al y { GNA{ S:
92 Schoenborn, T. and Waters, G., Thetbtiy Casualties of the Syrian Civil War in 2020, International Review, 18 January

2021,url

98 US CRS, Armed Conflict in Syria: Overview and U.S. Response, 27 July, Zd#Omary

94 Ezzi, M., The Regime and Loyal Militias Will Struggle to Disentangle Their Relationship, Chatharal{1204&,uil

9 ACLED, Prgovernment Militia Autonomy on the Battlefield in Syria, 22 March 208,

9% Finland, FIS, Syria: F&éhding Mission to Beirut and Damascus, April 2018, 14 December @018, 5; AMasri, A.,

Analysis: The Fifth Corps and the State of the Syrian Army, Atlantic Council, 13 Januarg;Z4t¥an, N., Factbox: Iranian

influence and presence in Syria, Atlantic Council, 5 November 2620,

97 COAR, Northern Corridor: Needs Oriented Strategic Area Profile, Octobemu0p99

98 Clingendael, Turkey in northwtesn Syria. Rebuilding empire at the margins, June 2049p. 1

99 COAR, Northern Corridor. Needs Oriented Strategic Area Profile, &@0b9,url, p. 9

100 Al-Hilu, K., The Turkish Intervention in Northern Syria: One Strategy, Discrepant Policies, EUI, 14 Janualy2 @1,

W] dzy R ! @ {&NAlI Qa /AQBAt 21 N¥Y D2@SNYYSy i gendyDecemiier 2¢18J CNRIT Sy
url, pp. 5354

102 Khayrallah aHilu is a Syrian researcher for the Wartime and Fastflict in Syria project of the Middle East Directions

Programme at the Robert Saman Centre for Advanced Studies at the European University in Florerdau Adcuses on

northern SyriaSee AHilu, K., The Turkish Intervention in Northern Syria: One Strategy, Discrepant Policies, EUI, 14 January
2021,url

103 Al-Hilu, K., The Turkish Intervention in Northern Syria: Onee®fyaDiscrepant Policies, EUI, 14 January 2021. 6
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The SNA reportedlyas between 38*to 40" distinctarmed groups in its compositidf€ It includes

armed opposition groups from northern Syria as well as displaced factions from DeEn&scal

Damascus, Homs and Hama governoratéshe Levant Front is regarded as the largest faction in the

{b! YR GKS 2yfé 2yS gK2asS FT2NXIGA2Yy LINBOSRSa ¢
Levant Front is reported to be in control Afaz:°® TheHamza Division, @flutasim Brigade and the

515 Brigade are deployed in the Euphrates Shield Area between AZdabAind Jarablu$®In Ras al

Ain, the Turkmen factions Sultan Murad Division and Hamza Division are reported to be in é8ntrol.

Major towns located between Tall Abyad and Raéyal are controlled by the Tajammu Ahrar al

Shargiya factiod! Afrin is dominated by the Sultan Murad Divisidf.

In October 2019, the merger between the SNA and the National Liberation Front-(&l0kkey

backed alliance of oppositiearmed groups that is present in the Idlib ateaunder the Syrian

National Army banner was announcétby the secalled Syrian Interim Governmeht. While

nominally the SNA is a unified structure that sits under the forsnpervision of the scalled Syrian
LYGSNRY D2gSNYyYSy #HOa (&Y 02y MBI AZBSYST IWBEzL1a WSt O
andmaintainitspreb I G A 2 y I £ 1V Sélednl sfusddldQeabsed that the SNA does not function

as a unifiednilitary structure, with each faction acting largely independent from anotffer.

Although united under the SNA banner, the constituent groups are in practice unaccountable to other
actors except Turkélf, compete with each othéf® and are often unpopular ith the local
population!?!
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120 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/42/51], 15 August 2018¢l, p. 11; OHCHR, Syria: Violations and abuses rife in @andas Turkiskaffiliated armed
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The total strength of the SNA was estimated3yyia expert Charles List&in a Middle East Institute
article to be around 3900 fighter$?® whereas he US Defense Intelligence Agency assessed the
Turkishbackedarmed groupsonsists of between 2200 and 500 fighterst?*

See also the chaptepn Aleppo governorateRagga governoratand Hasaka governorate

Furtherinformation on the SNA is available in tBASO COIl Report: SyiActors (Deember 2019)
andEASO COI Report: Syrecurity situationNlay 2020)

1.4.3 Syrian Democratic Forces

The Syrian Democratic Forces (SRiwwat Suriya aDimugratiyg are the main unified military force

of the i KS 1 dzi2zy2Y2dzA ! RYAYAAUNIGAZ2Y 2F Db2NIK | YR
I RYAYAaildNI (R Zhg (BDF was lesdablishéd in October 269%ccording to Syria
researcherddarriet Allsopp and Wladimir van Wilgenburg, the SDF was based on dBlaniliance
between the Kurdish S2 LX SQa t N@eakiBegdn P@astingd GaP@)End various armed
groups, e.g. local Arab and Syriac maif and it has served as the officadfenceforce of the
Autonomous Administration since December 203%According taa July 2020 analysis G KS { 5C
multi-ethnic, multiNBS £ A 3A 2 dza F2 NOSQ O%fyoin lAvabs gsrians, ANNBrENS a S
Yezidis, Circassians and Turkr@The SDF was established in order to support théed$oalition

Ay GKS 6FN F3FAyafaniiKE WL ANBYANRSR IS QWieass LT & L
Syria and the main partner of the W&l coaliion in countering ISIE!
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The SDF exercises territorial control over most of Ragga and Hasaka governorates, part eZdeir Ez
governorate northeast of the Euphrates, and parts of Aleppo governorate around Manbij and
Kobane, and the area around TalaRif!®?

The main components of the SDF aretheS2 L SQa t NP 1SOlGA2y ! yAda o6,tDC
(YPJ), Sutoro Forces (Assyrian and Syriac Christians), Coalition of Jazira Brigades (Arab tribes including
Shummar, Sharabiyah, Jabbai;Bakkara, and fighters from Ras al Ain), Sanadid Fqroed

Shummar tribe),Syriac Military Counciind Elite Forcedqaffiliated with the AlGhad alSouri
movement)33
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123 jster, C.Turkishbacked Syrian armed opposition groups to unite under one banner, Middle East Institute, 4 October
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According to the United States Department of Defence @3Deport of August 201%he SDF is the

Wi F NHESald LI NI e iChaftienNds$ria. UBD naindé $he YPG and the Syrian Arab

/I 2FEAGA2Y +Fa {5CQa YIAYy O2YLRyYySyilad Ly HRRAGAZY
Coalition include the Provincial Intedn@ecurity Forces (PRISF) and the Internal Security Forces (InSF,

also known as Asayish). These organisations are responsible for counterinsurgency operations and for
holding territory captured from ISIL, and consist of fighters recruited locally and topgia their

specific governorate¥* Both are further divided into three sublements assigned with specific

tasks!®

In August 2019, USID states that the combined strength of 9SSR O2 I f AG A2y Qa W{ &NA |
was 100000 fighters. Thelesirable end strength of these forces was described to bedD0Xighters,

of which 30000 in the SDF, 4800 in the PRISF and 880 in the INSE® According to a YPG source

cited in Reuters article published in October 2019, the SDF had approxima@d 4ighters on the

eve of the Turkish incursiof’! In December 2020, Wladimir van Wilgenburg estindateat the SDF

pays the salaries of over 10008 fighters®*® In an interview with International Crisis Group in

November 2020, the SDF commandiechief Mazloum Kobane Abdi clagd that there are over

200000 Syrians serving in civilian and military roles in the Autonomous Administration and in the

SDR#

¢ KS YdzZNRAAK t S2LXYBEwere estaBish&lOni202 s theymilitari wing of the
Kurdish Democratic Union Parfydrtiya Yekitiya Demokra®YD}; a Syrian branch of the EYy US*?

and Turkeydesignated terrorist organisatioty dzZNRA & (i | y 2 2PNH, BaitifaKarkederNIi @ 6
Kurdistang.*®* The SDF is dominated by the YPG who helped establish the SDF in October 2015,
provides its core fighting forces and largely ensures its leadetéhizcording to the International

/| NA&A& DNERdJzZLIE abckp® thatdhe YRIBISi $dvd: figHtidgce, which maintains
command and contré#®According to COAR Global, the PYD/YPG have a dominating role in the
Autonomous Administration as a whott.ResearcheAmy Austin Holméé’ claims that despite of

7

the central role of the Kurds in the SDF, #i¢ 2 2 NJA U & 2rkHild cobnSisdsiof edihio/Atalis®

134 USDOD, Operation InhereResolve: Lead Inspector General Report to the United States Congipessl,202@June

30,2019, 2 August 2018¢l, pp. 29%30.
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147 Amy Austin Himes is a fellow at the Wilson Center and former associate professor at the American University in Cairo

and visiting scholar at Harvard University. 8de
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In a similar manneRojava Information Centgan independent, volunteestaffed news agency based
in SDFeontrolled areas of Syi®, RSaAa ONA 6 Sa (1 KS I 2RCRAIPE P2 WDISKIDO6

The Autonomous Administration has a political assembly, the Syrian Democratic Councif(SDC)

which is described bgyria researcherRena Netjes and Erwin van Veen as a political platform
WR2YAYIFGSRQ o0& (GKS t,5 I y-RajdidsaehdbiSDBootioled nbrirNI NXzy y A
east Syria (areas in Ddiz-Zor, Ragga and southern parts of Hasaka governotétélisopp and
Wilgenburg treat the SDC 860 KS LRt AGAOIf gAy3 2F GKS {5CQ aryc
administrative councils andoverning in nos¥ dZNRA &K Yl 22NAG& | NBlF aQx Ay Of
captured during the aniSIL campaigi®

The PYD and the YPG are deeply connected to the Pitijamiationaland ideological level¥, with
PKKYSYOSNER FFaaA3adySR gAGK WiSe YATAGINE FyR AyadAal
Y1Se LRAAGAZ2YAQ AY (KS OAGAT ALl y%Xhg ¥RGAGddAliRtedy & 2 F
local, political, security and administrah S 02 RASAQ ' NB NBLRZ2 NfyGaR G2 O2
Kurdish members of the PKK who returned to Syria after 2011. These individuals are known locally as

WO I RKadBa® Dn the basis of information from senior SDF members, Crisis Group descebes th

presence of PKKSYO SNE Ay {&8NAl & WairAayAaAFAaAOlIyliasILl yR LR
campaignt®®

In a Chatham House report, ZzlakaehchyL57 Si I fd0) RSaAONARO6SE G(GKS WOl RNB3
technical expertise and loAg SNY f Ay 1 a (2 GKS AnyNg,&ﬁoNimgttSa 2F
aSKOKe o6Si Ffo0 (KSAS AYRADGARdzZ f & WK2ftoRousi KS dzf
l RYAYAAUNI GA2Y 6 A)/aij)\ijdzijixzy'éz FYR y2iKAy3 Oly S

g o

FNB 2FFAOALE & as NWrhePRKnémbersiadtiGednkhg fadks df the SREanditieNE Q
Autonomous Administration have been described (1 K S Wa K "*Rn3ide thiesgzinskitatibids (i & Q
FYR I NB &SSy o0& Y¥ithe $DIeoniratles NolriNgSst Siyria. ITRISA€R NG role

of the PKK, engaged in a renewed armed conflict with the Turkish state since Juff, 2&ibbeen
described, on the one hand, as a crucial obst&¢fer the end of hostilities in northern Syria and as a
FILOG2N) WFERRAYy3I G2 GKS TS S%dmgrgdhe Ardb reNifleatSof SDFSy G
controlled North-East Syria.

149 Rojava Information Center has collaborated with news agencies like CNN, B8@atad Press (AP) and The New York

Times. Seer!
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158 Mehchy Z. et al., Assessing control and power dynamics in Syria, Chatham House, Novemhetl, p02Q,

159 Mehchy Z. et al., gsessing control and power dynamics in Syria, Chatham House, Novembeur22®6

180 238f 832y [ &3 ! Y S EkiQTheMew YakeryR Apfile@g, i 2 F

161 Zaman, A. and Wilkofsky, D., Child recruitment casts shadow over Syrian Kurds' push for global legitvw@aiorAV

December 2020yr!

12C2 NJ FAINIKSNI AYF2NNI GA2yS aSS LYyGSNYI GA2yl f stupfddedl an29 D NB dzLJS
April 2021]url; RULAC, Neimternational armed conflict in Turkey, n.d. [last updated 24 November 2020],

163 |nternational Crisis Group, The SDF Seeks a Path Toward Durable Stability in North East Syria, 25 November 2020,

164 Megally, H. & EGamal, J. M., Preventing the Reemergence of Violent Extremism in Northeast Syria, UNESCWA & CIC,
March 2021yrl, pp. 2122

24


https://rojavainformationcenter.com/about/
https://rojavainformationcenter.com/storage/2019/12/Beyond-the-frontlines-The-building-of-the-democratic-system-in-North-and-East-Syria-Report-Rojava-Information-Center-December-2019-V4.pdf
https://rojavainformationcenter.com/storage/2019/12/Beyond-the-frontlines-The-building-of-the-democratic-system-in-North-and-East-Syria-Report-Rojava-Information-Center-December-2019-V4.pdf
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/the-ypgpyd-during-the-syrian-conflict.pdf
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/190-prospects-for-a-deal.pdf
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/eastern-mediterranean/syria/176-pkk-s-fateful-choice-northern-syria
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/eastern-mediterranean/syria/sdf-seeks-path-toward-durable-stability-north-east-syria
https://www.chathamhouse.org/about-us/our-people/zaki-mehchy
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/2020-11-11-control-power-syria-mehchy-haid-khatib_0.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/2020-11-11-control-power-syria-mehchy-haid-khatib_0.pdf
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/04/27/americas-abandonment-of-syria
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2020/12/syria-kurds-pkk-missing-youth-sdf-kobane-us-turkey-erdogan.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/content/turkeys-pkk-conflict-visual-explainer
https://www.rulac.org/browse/conflicts/non-international-armed-conflict-in-turkey
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/eastern-mediterranean/syria/sdf-seeks-path-toward-durable-stability-north-east-syria
https://cic.nyu.edu/sites/default/files/preventing_the_reemergence_of_violent_extremism_in_northeast_syria_-_full_report_-_english.pdf

According to Crisis GroupDB commandem-OKA S¥ al 1 f 2dzy Y26l yS adldasSa
to gradually pull out all these neByrian cadres from their current positions, and ultimately from
{@NRIIXWPSHSNE / h!w Df2oFt NBLERZ2NI 2F W ifignteE HAH M
within the upper ranks of the SDF and, consequently, inside thd RIVA YA AG NI GA2y & |
FaasSaasSa GKFd WEHol yR2yAy3 2NJ NBadNHzOG dzNdrty-3 G KS
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Further information on the SDF is available in %SO COI Report: SyqiActors (December 2019)

and EASO COI Report: Swrigecurity situationMay 2020)

mMmodnodn | | &8Hamti ¢ I K NRA NJ | f

I & QI ( -ShamKolide Gitgahifation for the iberation of the LevantHTS) is described as the

most important and powerful actor in the Idlib aréd.The Center for Strategic and International
{GdZRASE y2GSR Ay Iy hOG206SNI namy NBLRNI GKFG | ¢
rule in Syria through overthrowing the Assad government and ousting Iranian mifitidbe US®,

UN0, EU™ and Turkeyhavedesignated HTS as a terrorist organisation affiliated with Al Q&éda.

HTS has publicly distanced itself from Al Qae@17 claiming it is an independent entit{?In 2020,

HTS has clashed with Al Qaeslmned factions operating in Idlib, significdptweakening their

position™

HTS is comprised of several armed factions, including Jabhat F&ahral (also known as Jabhat al
Nusrah and previously as the-Musrah Front), Ansar-&lham and Ajnad ®ham, among others?
5SLISYRAY 3 2y sistkeSgthi 2wiERéta belbéwe@D00 and10 000 fighters.’

HTS has created several civilian bodies in the territory under its control, including a governance body
responsible for civilian functionsthe Syrian Salvation Governméfif a courtsystem that applies
Sharia law and an extensive prison systéiniThe Syrian Salvation Government is reportedly
significantly underesourced, relying on @00 civil servants to administer a population of
approximately 3.2nillion. Third parties havesupplemented certain public services, such as
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international and local NGOs in healthcare, volunteers in education and tribes in administrating
justicel™®

HTS has cooperated with factions of the National Liberation Front (NLF) as part of a joint military
operations room &l-Fath atMubeer). It has banned the formation of alternative military operations

by other factions operatingn the Idlib area without its permissiofi® It has also cooperated with
Turkey during the GoS offensive on Idlib in 2019 and/e20203% and in its aftermath® HTS has
largelyaccepted the March 2020 ceasefire of hostilities in the Idlib area brokered by Turkey and Russia
and has been active in precluding otherd-line anti-GoS factions in the area from violating®t.

The Col ssessed that between July 2019 and January 2020, the GoS offeademded the military

and political control of HTS8? Increased Turkish presence in Idlib and kigihking defections from

0KS 3INRdzL) KI @S T dzNI K 3NDespitEthebeSs¢titabksHTS Hafdmahaged kol A 2 y @
remain the dominant armed group in the ar&4.

Further information orHTSs available in th&€ASO COI Reporyria ¢ Actors (December 201@)nd
EASO COI Report: Syriecurity situationNay 2020)

1.4.5 Other antigovernment armed groups in th Idlib area

The National Liberation Front (NLF) is a Turkistked alliance of oppositiearmed groups that is
present and active in the Idlib aré¥.The NLF was formed in 2018 by rebel armed groups in the Idlib
area® The group is made up of moderate and Islamist factfnmcluding Feilagl Shan®®, Ahrar
al-Sham®, the Free Idlib Arniy? Jaiskal Ahrat®and Harakat Nour dDin atZinki!®*
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While the NLF formally merged with the SNA in October 2819 was reportel that on the ground
it continues to function independently from4t® NLF has also cooperated militarily with HTS against
GosS forces in Idlib as partalfFath atMubeen a joint military operations roon®’

Smaller, predominantly Islamist armed oppositigroups also operate in the Idlib area and include
the Al Qaeda affiliaf€® Hurras alDin (HADY®, the Turkistan Islamic Party (Tf8)the Khattab Al
Shishani Brigade comprised of Chechen fightérthe Katiba alfawhid wallihad (KTJ) made up of
fighters from central Asf& and Ansar aiTawhid®, among others.

Depending on the source, HAD was estimated to have aros@?* or between 3500 to 5000
fighters in 1dlik?® The group suffered significant leadership losses in Z282cluding its leder
Khaled al Aruri who was killed by a US drone stfkKEIP is headquartered in Harim and estimated to
have between 300 to 4500 fighters’®®

HAD, together with othesmall opposition armed groups created tRelthibitu (W{ 2 . S Y G SI RF I
military operation room, separately from the one controlled by B?Shis led to clashes between

HTS and the So Be Steadfast coalitiomid-202F° whichresulted in HT8assertingts dominance

in the area?!!

See als@hapter2.1 Idlib Further information oranti-GoS armed groups in the Idlib arisaavailable
in theEASO COI Report: Syriictors (December 201andEASO COI Report: Syi&ecurity situation

(May 2020)
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Liwa alMuqatileen atAnsar. See Carter Center (The), Weekly Conflict Summag 22ne 202Qrl, p. 2

210Carter Center (The), Weekly Conflict Summary2&dune 202Qrl, p. 2; MEE, Civil war within civil war: HTS battles rival

militants, defectors in Syria's Idlib, 27 June 2Q20,
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Syria, 2021, EWirl, p. 10
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1.4.6 Islamic State of Iraq and the LevdibIL)

The Sunni jihadist grodIL (the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, also known as ISIS, IS and Daesh)
was originally cread in 2006by the Al Qaedavingin Iraq and smaller Iragi Sunni insurgent graups

but later split from AQ under the ISIL monik&r.ISIL is a UN and B®designated terrorist
organisatior?**ISIL began capturing territory in Syria in 2013 which attracted an internatiodadus
coalition military response. Turkey has conducted ground operations against ISIL sincé& By16.
August 2017, the Uted coalition has conducted over DDO airstrikes in Syria against ISIL targéfs.

GosS forces also fought against ISIL, reclaiming territories such as Palnmfde Russia claimed air
strikes on ISIL target& ISIL lost territorial control in Syria in March 2&#9and has since operated

as acovert network??

{@8NAI | yR LNII NBLINB aficyl ISIL dp&r&e ad@shNaSreiEdiBer SpadciINI L { L [
Envoy for the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS James Jeffrey assessed in December 2020 that ISIL activity

in Syria is focused onoSheld areas in the Badia desert (Syrian Central Désesputh of the

9dzLIKNF G6S&a FyR SIad 2F tlFlftYeNIrZ gKSNB Ad YlIyl3aSa
source further noted that ISIL was also maintaining allxel insurgency along the plrates river

in north-east Syrig? The UN Security Council noted in a February 2021 report that ISIL uses the areas

of the Syrian desert in Deir #Zor governorate as a safe haven and base for launching attacks against

GoS and SDF forc&8The Center foOperational Analysis and Resear€iO@Ralso reported that in

2020 ISIL took control of several pockets in the Syrian Desert, near the R&8lgiyiazZor road,

where it launched dozens of attacks on GoS fofées.

According to an analysis by Gregory Wad8iaf ISIL activity in 2020, the grotpK | & INBI Gt & A y (
its capabilities in central Syria over the past year, expanding its area of operations from the heart of
the Syrian Badia north to central Aleppo province, west to Salamiyah, Hamah, andwssitto

212 Cambanis, T. et. al, Hybrid Actors. Armed Groups and State Fragmentation in the Middle East, The Century Foundation,

15 November 201rl, p. 106
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24 b [ SOdzNRGe [/ 2dzy OAat T { S QdulISangtions Qodayiithiee Amehdg Orfe Eringdn (sSanktions y R !
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23¢ KS . RA I large3efri®nTiot riled effédtively by any single entity. Its approximately 80,000 square kilometres

are split administratively among seven governorates: DeEdtzHama, Raqqa, Homs, Aleppo, Rural Damascus and Sweida.
It contains no large urban censepart from Palmyra, @ukhnah andal  NB I G 8y Qd {SS CIKYAZ Do Si
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vENBIFGE @Y I | 2Y¥éf 2020, IBIY coricénBated ifs MEuigentattivity in activity in Deir Ez

Zor and Homs governorates. In the second half of 2020, an increase of ISIL attacks and seizures of
GAtf13Sa 6SNBE NBLRNISR Ay SFHad 11 YK AZJBUNKXKRANELOS
around the village of Rahj&®

A March 2021 analysis Hye Institute for the Study of W&tSW wrote that ISIL controls several small

swaths of territory in the mountainous areas of the Syrian Central Desert (Badia) from where it
launches attacks on GoS for¢es detailed belowsee alsdVap 3):

T
1
T
T

1

north-eastof Rahjan, towards Ithriya (Hama governorate);

Jabal Haiyan and Jabal Abu Rujmain areas around Palmyra (Homs governorate);

eastof Resafa, overlooking Tabga Air Base (Raggarnorate);

Jabal Bishri, in the area between Resafa, Shoula and Sukhna (Homs and-Dmir Ez
governorates);

In the area between Shoula and Faydat (DeiZ&@zgovernorate¥?°

228\Naters, G., ISIS in Syria: 2020 in Review, Newlines Insfifufegbruary 2021rl

229Kahan, E., ISIS Poised for a Ramadan Surge in Syria, ISW, 9 MargH 2021,
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ISIS Control in the Central Syrian Desert

August 2020 - February 2021
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Map 3: © ISW, ISIS Control in the Central Syrian Desert AugusicZedruay 2021

The UPefencelntelligenceAgency (DIA)oted that ISIL also operated in areas of Aleppo, Ragga and
Hasaka, but it was less actit® Limited ISIL presence has been reported in the Idlib area, despite
regular arrests of ISIL fighters by H¥S.
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Acmrding to US sources reporting to USDOD, there were 615 ISIL attacks recorded in Syria in 2020.
Around 50% ofthesetook place in Deir EZor governorate, followed by Homs, Ragga and Hama
governorates. Small number of attacks were also reported in HakakaS LILJ2 = 5 NQF X LRf A0
governorates’®? According to an analysis by Gregory Waters, ISIL carried out at leaatta8sin

2020 of which 94 were classified as higlality attacks. Based on GoS social media sources and
interviews conducted, th same source assessed that in 2020 ISIL attacks led to 432 GoS fighters and

41 civilians being killed, while more than 211 were injunedhout specifying whether these were

fighters or civiliang®

The Rojava Information Center documented 572 &8Hcks in northeast Syria in 2020 which led to

299 fatalities, a significant decrease from 2019 when it recorded 906 ISIL attacks which led to 415
persons being killed. Most of the attacks were documented in De#oEgovernorateand other

mainly Arakinhabited areas of nortieast Syri&3*

Between January and September 2020, the largest number of ISIL attacks was régouea O

Deir EZZor governoraté®, specifically in Deir EZor city and surrounding areas. ISIL operations were

alsoNB L2 NI SR Ay GKS SIFadSNYy 1 2vya I208SNY2NIF 4GS | NP dzy
Sweida governorate®® L { L [ OFLI 0AfAGASAE H6SNB NBLRNISR Ay
governorates’® ISIL carried out limited complex attacks in @e®l aeas, for instance briefly

occupying several GoS positionsand around Al Suknah, Homs governorate in April 2620.

Temporary seizure of villages by ISIL was also reported in the second half of 2020 in east Hama
governorate?®

BBC reported that in Jana2021 ISIL launched more than 100 attacks in resst Syria, mainly in

Deir EZZor governorate. The attacks targeted persons perceived to have links to GoS or SDF, including
through assassinations, kidnappings and bombings. Persons deemed wealthpleeitargetedor
extortion and demanded to pay large surfi.

ISIL reportedly operates in a decentralised manner, allowing deaisaking to each independent
cell*°Most ISIL attacks were carried out by small é8lissing smatarms fire and IEDs fortacks on

232Total based on cumulety quarterly reporting of ISIL attacks. USDOD, Operation Inherent Resolve. Lead Inspector General
wSLR NI G2 GKS !'{ [/ 2y3aNBaaz W y dairiN®E51;WSDODQperatian InNSieKt ResohVE. H N H 1 X
[ SFR LyalLlSOiG2NI DSYSNIf wSLRNI (2 GKS ! {url/p2y BSOOB, DperationINA f ™M=
LYKSNEByild wSaz2t@So [SIR LyaLlSOd2NI DSYSNrft wSLERNI G2 GKS ! {
url, p. 23; USDOD, Operation Inherent Resolve, Lead Inspector General Report to the US Congress, October 1 2020
December 32020, 9 February 2021yl, p. 16
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During the reporting period, riot®, violencé®’ and smakscale escapes of ISIL suspects from prisons
and camps in nortieast Syri&®were reported.

In 2020, Kurdish authorities in nordrast Syria issued two general amnesties: one for 253)0@&ns

affiliated with ISIL and another for lel@vel Syrian ISIL prisoners who were not charged with violent
crimes?® Human Rights Watch stated that by October 2020 aroudd had been released?

Kurdish authoritiesold reporters in October 2020tiia com RSGF Ay SSa 6A0GK Wy2
had been release®! The Rojava Information Centegported that ISIL attacks in areas where those

residents returned did not change following the relea&s.

Further information on ISIL is available in 8B8SO COI Report: SyriActors (December 201@)nd
EASO COI Report: Syrecurity situationNlay 2020)
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1.5 Recent security trends

Syria Control of Terrain, March 22, 2021
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1.5.1 Areas under the control of the Government of Syria (GoS)

As of March2021, the GoS controlled most of the countfy, including the major cities of Damascus,

Aleppo, Homs and Hama, and nearly all the governorates cafstdsalsdap 4).2%* Foreign actors

and proGoS militias exersignificant influence over parts of the territory nominally under GoS
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to a high number of civilian casualti®s massive displacement of civiliaarsd a humanitarian crisié?

In early 2020, the GoS offensive in newkst Syria made advances in oppositltgld areas in
northern Hama governorate and southern Idlib governor&teAs of late February 2020, the GoS
offensive resulted in the capture of@nd 200 communities in eastern Idlib and western Aleppo
governorates since December 26%0and managed to take control of the full length of the M5
Damascugleppo highway®’

GoSheld areas situated in proximity to the frontlines in nostlest Syria havdeen targeted by
mortar and rocket attack®® According to information obtained by the Col, attacks by opposition
forces based in northvest Syria (ldlib, northern Latakia, western Hama and western Aleppo
governorates) on GeBeld areas led to at least 20civilians being killed and 456 others injured
between November 2019 andMay 20202

Accordingtahe LY G SNy F GA2y L f / NA&AAA DNRdAzZLIZ D2{ yBYAYl {8
OAGes yR LI NIG&a 27F ! S Lieldrneesfitk tdh@avyaestrugtibr\iBe reigyf K 2 & LIA
ofabusive preNE I3AYS YAfAGALF&aZ &ASOdzNAGE LINROf SYa?adzOK | 2

i
During the reference period, ISIL attacks in Beld areas, predominantly targeting GoS security
forces were assessed by sources to have caused hundreds of casalties.

For more information on ISIL activity in Gashtrolled areas se&ectionl.4.6l1slamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL)

In areas retake by GoS throughthe 0 f f SR NBXO2y OAft Al GA2y | ANBSYS
SIFaGdSNYy DK2dzil 2NJ vdzySAGNI = G4KS /2L aasSaas
O2YLISGAY3 | LILINRIF OKS& G2 &NBO2y Gityfsituation®2Lyye  5cb XN |
governorate, tensions between GoS forces and opposition armed groups escalated in March 2020
leading to artillery shelling by the SAA and retaliatory attacks by opposition f&fc€svilian
casualtieswere reportedas a result of indiscriminate shelling and rocket attacks between the two
parties?®* Kidnappings of civilianand targeted killings of civilians, former opposition fighters and
members of GoS security forces by unknown perpetrators werelindrd y 3f @ NB L2 NI SR Ay
and Sweida governorate$

Between March and May 202the UNOffice of the High Commissioner on Human Rigbtd @QHR
R2O0dzYSYyiSR pH AYOARSyi(a 2F WILILINByidte GFrNBSGISR
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civiians being killed® The Col stated that at least 53 persons were killed in targeted assassinations

AY 5FNRF I2FSNY 2N S 0 Finécsding talata gotiettediand veyiflRd bwdzy S H
researche Abdullah AlJabassis, at least 930 violerihcidents took place between August 2018 and

CS o6 NHzl NB Hgovernorafewhictokiled®Btlleast 790 individug¥.Furthermore, reporting in

June 2020, the same source stated thdgsassinations, kidnappings, IED attacks and fatalities in
seemingly hitandNXzy Ay OARSYy (G a4Q I NBE NBLR2NISRt& | FNBIldSyi
province to GoS control in 202%.Between January and February 2021, a military escalation took

place between former opposition fighters and GlafcesA Yy ¢ Tl &% 5 F'Nanlaread 2 S Ny 3
described as an enclave for former opposition fighf&t<Clashes between the two sides involved

shelling which led to casualties among the combatdfits.

During thereference period, Israeli airstrikes on Iranian ahgbanese Hezbollah targef$ US
airstrikes on Iraniafacked militiagocated in Goseld areas were reportegf®

The economic situation in Syria sparked protests in Sweida in the first half oP20@th hundreds
of demonstrators calling for Assad step down®’ The protests were meet with violence from
security forces and arrests of activists were méie.

1.5.2 Areas under control of Turkidbacked armed groups

As of December 2020, Turkibhcked armed groups operating under the SNA umbrella azeritrol

2T WHhLISNI A2y 9dzLIKNIF G6Sa - { OXS{IRAR OWINEI6 f aBibe &
NI} YyOKQ 6! TNAY RAAGNROGO | NBAYh LISWNI i A RIY Kebir O!

between Tall Abyad (Ragga governorate) and Ras al(Aasaka governoratéy® The territorial

control over these areas remained unchanged as of March 2021Mapd).

SR
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Insurgent attacks in areas under Turkisicked armed groupsvere reported throughout 2020,
leading to civilian casualtié&While no group normally claied responsibility for the attacks, Turkey
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has attributed them to YP® or as emanating from SBfentrolled areas!? YPGassociated Kurdish

armed groups, Ghadab-Zhytoun (Wrath of Olives) and Hezen Rizgariya Efrine (Afrin Liberation
C2NDSa0s oSNB NBLRNISR (2 WKIFI@S Sy3dl3dSRrthey | aé Y)
{ @NR Iy bl @hradd/darfying oMtMagsassinatioasd car bombs against Turkish and SNA

forces®* Ghadab aFZaytoun reportedly operates in Afrin and the Euphrates Shield #Arédezen

Rizgariya Efrine is comprised of experienced Kurdishefigifitom Afrin and was reported to carry out
attacks'®and acts of sabotage against Turkish and SNA féttes.

TheUnited Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) stated that out of
194 improvised explosive device (IED) attacksfied in 2020, almost two thirds occurred in areas
under the control of Turkisbacked armed groups: 83 attacks Afrin, Jarablus, ABab and Azaz
(Aleppo governorate), 29 attacks in Ras al Ain (Hagakarnoratg and 14 in Tall Abyad (Ragga
governoraes)3!® Between 1January and 1&eptembei2020, in areas under the control of Turkish
backed armed groups OHCHR documented at least 116 civilians killed and 463 injured as a result of
IED attacks by unidentified perpetrators and explosive remnants of BRW§!° In February 2021,

the Carter Center reported an increase in IED attacks and armed clashes in areas under SNA control in
northern Aleppo governorate. The attacks were directed at SNA factions and cifAfius group

claimed responsibility for thattacks, but preopposition sources attributed them to the YR,

While USDOBtatedin a report covering Januatdylarch 2020 that in the Operation Peace Spring area
0SG6SSy ¢ttt !'o@IFR YR wla |t | Ay?2thegoRapore®@ya WKI
periodic clashes between Kurdish forcesl @NA and Turkish military forces for the period between

January and July 202&.During 2020, croskine attacks between SDF and GoS forces on one side and

SNA on the other were reported on theofitlines of Operation Peace Spring afé&alnside the

Operation Peace Spring area, attacks using explosive devices which led to civilian casualties were also
reported 32°
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The Col reported that between January and April 2020, Afrin was affected by shetlimgrabomb
explosions which led to civilian casualties and infrastructure darffadye spring of 2020 an increase

in attacks in Afrin was recorded which Turkey attributed to the ¥PGn 28 April 2020, avehicle

borne improvised explosiveevice(VBIEDattack on a market in Afrin led to 51 peogeingkilled,

of whom at least 29 were civiliai€ Between March 2018 and July 2020, the Carter Center recorded

at least 215 attacks on Turkish forces and SNA factions in*&RfAGAPS assessed in March 2021 t

' TNRAY Ada O2yFNRBY(ISR 6A0K WASOSNBE AyaSOdNRGEz |
ONR¥S Qo

Between October and November 2020, UN Security Council reported insecurity in the Euphrates
Shield area between Azaz, Al Bab and Jar@®ld& S / I NI SNJ / Sy i4SNJ I aaSaasSR
FNEIjdzSyd O2yFfA00Qr R2 GdeYobk/pladep@weenlantialylardi@éndafn 1 Ay
July 202622 Fighting between SDF forces and SNA in the Al Bab area was reported #*20R@arch

2021, missile attacks on oil facilities near Al Bab and Jarablus were rep8@&0AR attributed the

attack to Russian forcé®

Infighting between different factions of the SNA which have led to civilian casuaki®ported in

2020 including in Jarabld¥, alBal*® Afrin*®and Ras al Ai#f° Thesetype of incidentsontinued

in 202134 According to a January 2021 report by tBgria researchefl-Hilu on areas under the

control of Turkiskbacked armed groupsthe level of security ah violations against civilians is
AYyFEdzSYyOSR o6& GKS |INBFQ&d RSY23INI LIKAO O2YLRaAdAz
presence of local population amongst its ranks. In areas where the dominant factions do not include

local fighters suchas Raa ! Ay 2NJ ! TNAYI W@OA2f | GA2y &?ByNB | 0 dz
contrast, improved security and fewer violations against civilians were observed in Azaz, Marea, Tall
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Abyad, Suluk and-&llabrukah, where the SNA factions controlling them either idellocals in their
ranks or share tribal links to the fightets.

In a September 202briefingc  h1 / 1w NBLRNISR GKFG WiAfttAy3Iaz |
LIS2 L) S &aSAT dNBa 2F YR YR LINRLSNIASE FyR F2I
Turkishbacked armed groups control, including Afrin, Ra&ialand Tall Abyad. The victims of the
FaGaGrOla AyOf dzZRSR WLIS2LX S LISNOSAGSR G2 o6S ItfASR
ofthe Turkisdk FFAE A G SR I N)a$ tRose@ atmildzbe éxtorted for gaBsSfiin its

NELR2 NI O2@SNRARY3I wnunX 1dzYly wAa3dakKda 21 G§0K adldSR
shelled civilian structures and systematically pillaged private property, arrested hundreds of
individuals, ad carried out at least seven summary executions in areas they occupytimeast

{eENRI Qo

See also the chapters @ee also the chapters dieppo governorateRaqqga governoratandHasaka
governorate

Information on the conflict background and security dynamics prior to 2020 in areas under the control
of Turkishbacked armed group is available in thEASO COI Report: Syigecurity situationNay

2020)

1.5.3 Kurdiskcontrolled areas in northeast Syria

As ofMarch 2021, in northreast Syriathe Kurdishled SDF controlled most of Ragga and Hasaka
governorates, part of Deir EZor governorate nortkeast of the Euphrates, and parts of Aleppo
governorate around Manbij and Kobane, and the area around Tal Rifastcording to COAR N
significant changes regarding territorial control were recorded in neakt Syria during the reporting
period34” Maps depicting territorial control in Syria over time similarly indicate that no significant
changes in control of terrain in norast Syria took place during the reference peritd.

The Kurdiskcontrolled areas in nortieast Syria comprise of most dfe territory that was previously

dzy RSNJ L{ L[ O2ydiNRBf Ay {&NAIl |yR I NB*Dwifgeh8R | a Y
reporting period, ISlinsurgent activityvas reported irkurdishcontrolled area®¥®, particularly in Deir

EzZor governoate.*! ISIL attacks predominanttgrgeted SDF forces and the international counter

343 AFHilu, K., The Turkish Intervention in Northern Syria: One Strategy, Discrepant Policies, EUI, 14 Januaty2@1,

344 OHCHR, Syria: Violations and abuses rife in areas under Taifillished armed groups Bachelet, 18 Sepitsber 2020,

url

345HRW, World Report 2021Syria, 13 January 2021r]

346 Based on reading of maps in ISW, Syria Sand®eport: February 1®March 22, 2021, 25 March 2021ds]; Liveuamap,

Syria, 26 March 2021y1

347TOAR, Syria in 2021, 28 January 2Q2f,

348 iveuamap, Syria, 1 January 2020, Liveuamap 30 March 202dxl

349 According to International Crisis Group interview with an US official, 18 May 2019. International Crisis Group, Averting an

ISIS Resurgence in Irag and SyidaQctober 201rl, pp. 2324

3! f 5h5Y hLISNIiAz2zy LYKSNByiG wSaz2f @8> [SFIR LyalLlSOG2N DSYSNJI f
2019, 4 February@0,url, p. 39; Waters, G., ISIS in Syria: 2020 in Review, Newlines Institute, 10 Februay|2BBC

News, IS brutality returning to Syrian towns, 7 February 2081JUN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent
International Commission of Inqyion the Syrian Arab Republic [A/HRC/45/31], 14 August 20R(. 15

B T 5h5Y hLISNIFiAz2y LYKSNByG wSaz2f @Sy [ SFR Ly aL)sksi,2020,DSy SNI €
13 May 2020url, p. 51; USDOD, Operation Inherent Resolve, Lead Inspector General Report to the US Congress, April 1,
HAHAN WegRE 4 August 202Qyl, p. 27; USDOD, Operation Inherent Resoleadlinspector General Report to the

'{ /2y3aANBaax wdA & mI Haun { SwlipS BpUBKD, ©pekatiom Inherant Resolvey Pe@dS Y 6 S NJ
Inspector General Report to the US Congress, October 1 @@ember 31 2020, 9 February 2021l, p. 16; Rojava

Information Center, Annual Sleeper Cell Report 2020, 16 January@&021.,2, 9
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ISIL coalitiof®?, but civilians, including tribal leaders, local merchants and persons deemed wealthy
were alsatargeted?®3

For more information on ISIL activity in Kurdigintrolled areas se8ectionl.4.6lslamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (1ISland chapters orAleppo governorateRagga governorateHasaka governorate
andDeir EZZorgovernorate

Unclaimed IED attacks targeting civilians or security forces were reportaardishcontrolled areas
during the reference perioé*

Tensions between US troops and Rus$faand GoSffiliated forces in nortkeast Syria have been
reported, and in February 2020 a clash between-@at forces and US troops was reported near
Qamishli®

Clashes involving gunfire and shelling between SDF and SNA were reported to take placa Belyvee

and September 2020 on the frontlines of the Operation Peace Spring area, specifically around Tal Tamr
and Ras al Aift’ In autumn and early winter of 2020, military confrontations between Turkey and the
SNA on one side and the SDF on the other asmélaround the town of Ain Issa, located in Ragga
governorate at 4%m from Tall Abyad&®The confrontations reportedly led to civilians being inju¥éd

and the displacement of 800 residents from the city and an additionad@0 form the surrounding

areas since middecember 2020, according to the SIB& administration?®® Clashes around Ain Issa
continued in 202£%

Between 20January2021 and Zebruary2021, tensiondiaveerupted between SDF authorities and
GoS forces controlling areas of Qamishli afdsaka cities over distribution of humanitarian
assistancé® The tensions escalated on J@nuary2021 when Kurdish authorities imposed a
blockade of Go®eld neighbourhoodsA y G KS (Gg2 OAGASaT NBaGNROGAYy3
commercial and tizY I YA G NA Y &aKALYSyida FyR LI NIYSNBRQ TNP
assistance and other services for ZHID people’® In response, the GoS blocked the predominantly

352 UN Human Rights CoundReport of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/45/31], 14 August 2020, p. 15

33 {5h5% hLISNIGGA2Y LYKSNByd wSaz2ft@Ss [SIR LyaLlSOG2NI DSy SNI ¢
3 November 2020yrl, p. 23; BBC News, IS brutality returning to Syrian towns, 7 February@Q2kffrey, J., Part 1: The

Future of ISIS, Wilson Center, 22 December 2020,

Bh| /1w {&8NRIY .| OKSH&¥o@l NEa OAPAWAEKR O A Wl Caltey BterYTRazy 12 vy a
Weekly Conflict Summary;® April 2020url, p. 5; Kurdistan24, IED attack iffjuda  OA GAt Al ya Ay {&NALI Qa
2020,url; SOHR, Musayrah explosion update | Number of people injured rises in blast targetiteoorators with SDF,

east of Deir eZor, 20 February 2021yl

355 WSJ, U.S. Troops in Standoffs With Russian Military Contractors in Syria, 5 Februanyl;2023), Reports: Tensions

Grow Between US, Russian Forces in Northeast Syria, 21 JanuaryrRG2RN, Multiple US troops injured in collision with

a Russian military convoy in Syria, 26 August 2020,

356 BBC News, Syria war: 'One killed' as US troops clash with government loyalists near Qamishli, 12 February 2020,

357SDOD, Operation Inherent Resolve, Lead Inspector GeneraiReppr2 (1 KS ! { /2y 3aINBaax WdzZ & m3I +
3 November 202Qurl, p. 62

358 COAR, Syria update, 7 Decemi2020,url; Asharq AlAwsat, Turkish Forces Shell Villages of Ain Issa Countryside, 16
December 202Qyrl; Airwars, Annual Report 2020, March 20ad, p. 10

359 COAR, Syria in 2021, 28 January 202 Al JazeeraCivilians flee Ain Issa, northeast Syria as clashes escalate, 27
December 2020yr!

360 COAR, Syria in 2021, 28 January 2021 Al JazeeraCivilians flee Ain Issa, northeast Syria as clashesaéescal?

December 2020yrl

361 Al Monitor, Turkey reinforces military posts around Ain Issa amid clashes with Kurdish forces, 19 Marchl20FE,

First reported Turkish air strikes on Kurdish zone in Syria in 17 months, 21 Marctu2021,

362UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (20202%88 (2020); Report of the SecretdBgneral

[S/2021/160], 18 February 202dtl, p. 2

363UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2145 PA®1 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020); Report of the -Semretaty

[S/2021/160], 18 February 202z, p. 4
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https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/2686071/turkish-forces-shell-villages-ain-issa-countryside
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Kurdish neighbourhood Sheikh Magsoud in Aleppo*¥ignd restricted movements iin eastern
Aleppo and Manbij®® Clashes between Geaffiliated NDF and the Sbxfternal forces, Asayish were
reported3®® Pro-GoS protests which took place in Hasaka were reportedly met with violence by
Kurdish forces, leading to one person killed and ssvethers wounded®’ A Russiamediated deal

put an end to the situatiorat the beginning of Februar021, with the SDF agreeing to lift the
blockade of the GoBeld areas in Qamishli and Hasaka, and the GoS reinstating the supply lines in
Kurdishinhabited areas in Alepp8®

1.5.4 Areas in northwest Syria under antGoS armed groups control

In north-west Syria, the Idlib area incorporating parts of Idlib governorate, northern Hama, northern

Latakia and western Aleppo governorates are regardetth@dast remaining stronghold of af80S

armed group®l YR GKS fFNBSad 2o06adlO0tS Ay D2{ Q%@ YLI A 3y
2019, GoS escalated the military operations in Idlib which continued through théefirshonths of

202037

Shce April 2019, an escalation of hostilities was reported, leading to high number of civilian deaths,
massive displacement and significant damage to infrastructiilBy December 2019, GoS military
offensive intensified which in turn attracted an increasetitary involvement from Turkey in Idlib on

the side of antiGoS armed group¥? Between December 2019 and January 2020, militastilities
increased significantly in parts of Idlib, northern Hama and western Aleppo governéfat@s.
5March2020, a ceasefire brokered by Russia and Turkey was agreed in the Idlib area, whereby a
security corridor stretching Bm to the north and &m to the south of the M4 highway was
established, where joint Russian and Turkish patrols would be camiet®

Since cessation of hostilities in early March 2020, the UN Security Council reported that the ceasefire
in Idlib has largely held through the repioig period®”®In late March 2021 however, the UN Security
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365UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Counciluéeok 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020); Report of the -Eemretaty
[S/2021/160], 18 February 202dtl, p. 4

366 Al Monitor, Russia uses regir®DF tensions to expand presence in northeast Syria, 27 Januaryu?Q210A, Fresh

Clashes Erupt Between Kurdish, Government Forces in Northeast Syria, 31 Januami 2021,

367\VOA, Fresh Clashes Erupt Between Kurdish, Government Forces in Northeast Syria, 31 JanuakyNed2 Brab (The),

One killed in northeast Syria pregime rally, 31 January 2021

368 COAR, Sweeping Real Estate Sales Tax Reform Discussed, 8 Februarly 2021,

369 International Crisis Group, The Best of Bad Gptio F2 NJ { @ NA I Qa utl, R.fi; BBCCNewsnSyra:MM@skin H 1 m X
control of Idlib?, 18 February 2020x

370|SW, Russia enables new Syria regime offensive in Idlib, 7 Februarp2020,

371US CRS, Armed Conflict in Syria: Overview and U.S. Resphbasly, 2020url, p. 16

372UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018) and 22838); Report of the Secretayeneral [S/2019/674], 21 August 2018,
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373USIP, Amid Humanitarian Crisis, Syrian Regime Intensifies Idlib Offensive, 4 Februar 2020,
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Council noted an escalation of hostilities in newlest Syria, giving examples of the shelling of the

Atarib hospital and airstrikes on the area of the Balblala crossing, and retaliatory mortand

rocket attacks by ant50S armed groups on GoS military bases and neighbourhoods of Alepfi6 city.

2 KAfS GKS OSIFaSTANB fSR IOO2NRAY3 (2 GKS /2L Wiz
Ol & dzPF'§, dréqGeat@easefire violans which includd airstrikes™, exchanges of artillery fire,

mutual artillery shelling across frontlin%and limited raid€, were reported throughout the rest of

2020 and in 2021. The fighting was concentrated around the Ghab plain and JZbualiyd in the

southern countryside of Idlib governordté and in areas around the M4 highw. Ceasefire

violations have resulted in civilian casualtfs.

Joint Russiaifurkish patrols tasked with enforcing the March 2020 ceasefire along the M4 highway
portion in Idlib governorate have come under attack from &BtS armed groups operating in the
area, particularly by unknown groups which have bspeculatedo be associated with the Al Qaeda
affiliate HaD*® HTS clashed with rival armed groups, including iHabid-2020 managing to reassert

its dominance in the are®® Confrontations between the armed groupgcasionallyresulted in
civilians being killed in the crossfireJuly 2023%"
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Since the March 2020 ceasefifiurkey has reinforced its military presence in Idlib, particularly in the
Jabal AZawyeh are®8, and expressed its readiness to respond militarily in the event of a renewed
GosS offensive othe area®°

The GoS offensive on the Idlib area resulted irh figmber of civilian casualtig®, over 1million
people displaced between December 2019 and February 2020, and a massive humanitarit crisis.
Between INovember2019 and 9March2020, at least 500 airstrikes, mainly ato-ground missiles

and barrel lmmbs were launched at oppositidmeld areas in soutleast Idlib and western Aleppo
governorates’® Between April 2019 and lateebruary 2020, OHCHR verifiddt at least 1750
civilianswere killed as a result of the hostilities, although the actual number is considered to be
higher3*3Between December 2019 and Bllarch2020, OHCHR recorded 552 civilian deaths in rorth
west Syria as a result of airstrikes and grotwaded strikes by GoS anmbgGoS forced®

A Col report investigating 52 specific attacks on medical facilities, schools and markets in Idlib and
western Aleppo governorate carried out betweemNdvember2019 and 3®April 2020, found that

pro-GosS forces were responsible for 58@nfirmed civilian casualties and opposition armed groups

for 48. The total number of civilian casualtieask y (G KS &2 dzNDSQa FPSA&c@dingYSy (i f
to the Col, confrontations between GoS and armed groups which took place between Noverhber 20

FYR WdzyS Hnun AY LRfAOG Iy R makedihy Svakerimesf iSclitidg®y I 2 &S
flI dzyOKAY3 AYRAAONAYAYLFGS FGdl®1a NBadz#Z GAy3d Ay RS
See also chapters oidlib_governorate Aleppo governorate Hama governorate and Latakia

governorate

1.5.5 Tanf

The Tanf border crossing is in the deserthe eastern part of Syria, on the main road between
Damascus and Baghdad, close to thebtrider area between Syria, Iraq and Jordan. US and allied
forces from the Global Coalition Against Daesh have controlled the area sincé’28t6rces place
Tarf in Homs governoraté®! OO2 NRAY3d (2 LYGSNYFdGA2ylLf [/ NAaiAa DI
launching pointforcountet { L{ 2 LISN} GA2ya YR GNIAYyAy3 32N { &N

388 COAR, No hasty retreat: Turkey moves stranded northwest outposts, 26 OctobeugQ2®ernational Crisis Group,
{AfSyOAy3 (KS Ddzya A, pB38NALIQ& LRfAOGI Mp al@& HAHANZ

B YGESNYIFGA2Y It / NAAA& DNRdAzLE {AfuBypB®Ay3d (GKS Ddzya Ay {&@NAIl Q&
390UN, Security Council, Syria, 28 February 2080OHCHR, Press briefing note on Syria, 18 February @020,

391 UNOCHA, UndeBecretary for Hmanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark Lowcock: Statement on
Northwest Syria, 17 February 2020|

392UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, Marclu202112

393UN, Security Council: Syria, 28 February 2080,

394UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020); Report of tharg&meeral [S/2020/141], 21
February 2020yrl, p. 1; UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191
(2014), 2258 (2015), 2332016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020); Report of the Seseztarg!
[S/2020/327], 23 April 202Qyl, p. 4

395 UN Human Rights Coundieport of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/44/61], 3 September 202, p. 5

3% UN Human Rights Council, Report of the [efedent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/45/31], 14 August 2020, p. 18
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398 Al, Syria 2020, 7 April 2021r}; BBC News, Islamic State 'seizes key-Bwadgborder crossing', 22 May 2015]
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32840508
https://www.crisisgroup.org/trigger-list/iran-us-trigger-list/flashpoints/al-tanf-syria

USDOD stated that the tribal militia Mughawir al Thaveceivedtraining from US force®?In April
2020, there were reports that some members of the Maghawittilwra defected to the Go%!

The Tanf border crossing and the surrounding areas are in a desolate desert area and contain no
ordinarysettlements except the nearby Rukban refugee camp. The camp houses internally displaced
Syrians who have been denied entry to Joré&ms of August 2020, the camp continued to host
around 10000 IDPs in dire humanitarian conditicf$ln an April 2021 regrt, the UN Security Council
assessed that 1200 inhabitants were living in the cam.

Iranian and Irarbacked forces were deployed and set up checkpoints near the Tanf area. Incidents
have been recorded between US and Iranian and/or-bracked forced?

For more informatiorseechapteron Homsgovernorate

1.6 Impact of violence on the civilian
population

1.6.1 Tactics and weapons used

General

Throughout the conflict government forces and associated armed grbaps used a wide range of
tactics to force oppositiofield areas into surrendeiincluding using sieges,bombings of civilian
populated area®®, blocking of humanitarian aid, denial of access to food and other basic services,
targeted attacks orhealth facilities and other civilian target$.In 2018, the last sieges came to an
end as the government took control of all rededld neighbourhoods and villages in Damascus and
southern Syrig®

Action on Armed Violence (AOAV), afmt-profit organkation that records casualties caused by
explosive weapons at the global let’&luses a RSS reader to scan Google News for key terms which
relate to explosive weapawusesuchas: air strike, artillery, bomb, bombing, cluster bomb, cluster
munitions, explosion, explosive, grenade, IED, mine, missile, mortar, rocket!*!$Balsed on these
entries gathered by AOAWh 2020, Syria ranked as the second worst impacted countnatijofoom
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[A/HRC/45/31], 14 August 2020, p. 89

404UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014)12158 (2

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020); Report of the -Seuretaty

[S/2021/390], 22 April 2021ul, p. 4

405 International Crisis Group, Alanf, Syria, 18 Felary 2020url; Military TimesJran-backed group launches attack near

small garrison in Syria housing American special operators, 16 Februaryufl020,

406 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of loquhe Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/46/54], 21 January 2021, p. 3
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explosive violence, with 844 incidents an@13 civilian deaths and injurieaccording to AOAV data
The data for 2020 showed a significant decline as compared to 2019 whe¥ rk€dkded 1479
incidents (a decrease by 48) and 7256 civilian casualties (a decrease by®gAirstrikes accounted
for the incidents responsible for causing most civilian casualtie%o(87 the total civilian casualties),
followed by IEDs (3%) andground launched weapons (28). Of the total number of casualties
recorded by AOXin 2020, 599 were attributed to Russian forces and 659 to B@3$nanyattacks,
perpetrators could not be identifietf!

According to AO¥ in 2020 Aleppo (287 civilian caualtiesin 2020 compared to 259 in 2019) and
Idlib (998 civilian casualtietn 2020 compared to 824 in 2019)were the worst impacted area by
explosive violencé'?

Airwars*3conducts daily monitoring of civilian casualty claims relating to internatiomilitary actions

in Iraq and Syridt draws on a wide range of souancludingnternational and local news agencies

and NGOgmilitary briefings and social media sité$Airwarsrecorded at least 784 civilian deaths in

2020, of whicharound@> AU F GONROdzGSR (G2 wdzaail Qa FANBAINRTS
first two months of 2023 These figures represent a decrease from 2019 when Airwars recorded

1099 civilians killed by Russian and/or GoS stfieSollowing the March 202 ceasefire, Airwars

stated that civilian casualties attributed to Russia fell to the lowest levels since its intervention began

in 2015%7 According to Airwars, Turkdgd military activities in 2020 reportedly led to 37 civilians

killed and 152 injured®

In 2020, he USled coalition officially declared 84 strikes in Swizording to AirwarsBetween 18
and 20 civilians were killed as a result ofle&i&coalition actions according to Aingassessments, a
96 % decrease in civilian casualties from 2064

Attacks against civilian targets and population
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Attacks on civilian targets aridfrastructure were reported in 2028 and 2021 Human Rights
Watch documented 46 ground and air attacks by SyRassian forces on civilian objects and

411 AOAV, Explosive Violence Monitor 2020, March 2081p. 12

412 AOAV, Explosive Violence Monitor 2020, March 2081p. 12

413 Airwars is a collaborative, ndor-profit transparency project run by a team of professional researchers and analysts based

in the Middle East, Europe, North Africa and North America. It tracks and asskésesof civilian noiltombatant casualties
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418 Ajrwars, Annual Report 2020, March 202dl, p. 9

419 Airwars, Annual Report 2020, March 2024, p. 12

420 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/46/54], 21 January 2021, p. 8

421 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/46/54], 21 January 2021, p. 6

422 Guardian (The), litil province bombing kills 21 in single day, 26 February 2820)N Security Council, Implementation

of Security Counciksolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018),

2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020); Report of the Secre®@eygeral [S/2020/141], 21 February 202@, pp. 67

221 f WET SSNFzZ {S@OSNIt (1AfftSR Ay 3I20QG ul diF 01 2y K2aLMAGLE Ay

46


https://aoav.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Explosive-Violence-Monitor-2020-V3-single-pages.pdf
https://aoav.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Explosive-Violence-Monitor-2020-V3-single-pages.pdf
https://airwars.org/about/methodology/
https://airwars.org/about/methodology/
https://airwars.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Airwars-Annual-report-2020-fin-1.pdf
https://airwars.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2019-Annual-Report-Web.pdf
https://airwars.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Airwars-Annual-report-2020-fin-1.pdf
https://airwars.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Airwars-Annual-report-2020-fin-1.pdf
https://airwars.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Airwars-Annual-report-2020-fin-1.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2045772/A_HRC_46_54_E.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2045772/A_HRC_46_54_E.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/feb/26/syria-21-dead-targets-including-schools-and-nurseries-bombed-in-idlib
https://undocs.org/S/2020/141
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/21/syria-several-killed-in-govt-attack-on-hospital-in-idlib

infrastructure in Idlib governoratalonewhich took place between March 2019 and March 2020. The
attacks led to at least 224 civilians killed and 561 wourfd&d.

During the period between BMay2019 and 23-ebruary2020, Amnesty International Al)
documented 18 air and ground attacks by GoS and Russian forces on schools and hospitals in Idlib,
north-western Hama and western Aleppo governoratésUNOCHA reported 61 attacks on schools

and education personnel in 2020 in Syria,% ®f which were recorded in Idlib and &were by
airstrikes?*?®

The GoS and Russia have been accused of deliberately targesipigals in northg S& G { @ NA | Wdz
coordinates these facilities had shared with Russia through a United Nations decorffliction

Y S OK I y%Ah VUK ivestigation on seven specific incidethiat took place in 2019nvolving
FIOAfAGASAE 2y GUKS !'b RSO2yFEtAOQOGAZ2Y tAalG O2y Of dzR¢
out the air strikes on four civilian facilities (three hospitals and one school) in Idlib and Hama
governoratesalthough it noted thathe evidence was not sufficient to reach a conclusive finding. The
02FNR Ffaz2 F2dzyR GKIG AG A& WLI I dzAaAoftSQ GKIG RIEY
to GoS and its alli¢®

In 2020,the World Health OrganisatioM(HQ recorded 28 attaks on health cardacilitiesin Syria

(24 confirmed and 4 probable) which led to @&rsonskilled and 42 injured. Most took place in Idlib

(8), Aleppo (6), Deir EZor (7), and Hasaka (8pvernorates®® As of March 2021, Physicians for
Human Rights (PHR3d documented 599 attacks on healthcare since the start of the conflict, over
90 % being attributed to GoS and Russian forces. In 2020, PHR documented 8 attacks on hospitals in
north-west Syrid®! In March 2021, a hospital in Atareb, Aleppo governorakéctv was included in

the UN deconfliction mechanism was shelled@gyS armed forces, killing six civilians and wounding

an additional 1632 The attack was condemned by the 3h\and EU3

424 To document the 46 incidents, Human Rights dMainterviewed 113 victims and witnesses of the attacks, as well as

healthcare and rescue workers, teachers, local authorities, and experts on the Syrian and Russian militaries. Human Rights
Watch examined dozens of satellite images and over 550 photogrampth videos taken at the attack sites, as well as logs of
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Strikes on Civilian Infrastructure, October 2020, p. 47
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426 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, Marclu202113
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military actors in order to prevent or resolve conflicts between the two sets of objectiviesmanitarian and militarg to
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General, Summary by the Secret&@gneral of the report of the United Nations Headquarters Board of Inquiry into certain

incidents in northwest Syria since 17 September 2018 involving facilitifeeddinited Nations deconfliction list and United

Nations supported facilities, 6 April 2020, p. 6

428 HRW, World Report 2020Byria, 14 Janug 2020,url

429The investigation concerned incidertst took place between Aprgd July 2019UN Secretary General, Summary by the
SecretaryGeneral of the report of the United Nations Headquarters Board of Inquiry into certain incidents in northwest Syria

since 17 September 2018 involving facilities on the United Nations deconfliction list aed Nations supported facilities,

6 April 2020url, pp. 17
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Use of IEDs and Explosive Remnants of War (ERW)

During the reference period, the UN Security Council reported that IEDs attacks were responsible for
many recorded civilian casualtiesand often used in civilian populated areas, including local
markets**® TheUnited Nations Office for the Coordination ldfimanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) stated

that 194 IED attacks were verified in 2020, almost two thirds of which occurred in areas under the
control of Turkiskbacked armed groups in Aleppo, Hasaka and Raqga governéiates.

UNOCH Aurther reportedthat in 2020an average of 76 explosive incidents per degye recorded in
Syria®¥’

Citing an advancetdNOCHAdraft of the 2021 Humanitarian Needs Overvigwhe United Nations

Mine Action Servicd [NMAS statedthat 10.3 million people living i{ & N&A | WitolN®Bxpldsitie NA a |
contamination and approximately one third of communities are estimated to be potentially

O2y il YANMABSIR& thayi G KS I2OSNY2NIF GSa 2F ! £ SLILIRI 51 N
and Deir EZor, explosive ordnanceausescivilian casualties and limits access and delivery of
humanitarian aid*® UNOCHA stated in a February 2021 report that explosive ordnance contamination
constitutes a major protection concern in Syria affecting the lives and livelihoods of the popufdtions.

UNMASoted that since 2017 and up to October 2020, it has identified 429 areas contaminated with
mines in nortAwest, northeast and southern Syrf&® An assessment carried out by the HALO Tftist
between late 2018 and 2020 in northest Syria revealed that explosive ordnance contamination
affects 400 communities, impacting Inllion people?*? Based on interviews with 427 victims of
explosive ordnance in nortlvest Syria, the same sourféeund that 61% of them were caused by
unintentional actions while 186 resulted from people moving discovered explosive ordnance. Of all
victims recorded, 886 were men and boys and 26 childrerf4?

The International Campaign to Ban Landmiitesitified 1125 nine/ERW casualties in Syria in 2019,

a drop from 1465 in 2018. Due to limited availability of data and sources, the figures are thought to
be W& dzo & ( higyieim Ireflity®* UNOCHA reported that 2% of the 2059 civilian casualties
documented by OHEAR in 2020 were victims of unexploded ordnaffCe.

Further information on the use of IEDs and ERW in Syria in previous years is aveifefeASO COI
Report: Syri@ Security situation (May 2020)

435UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and(ZBAB; Report of the SecretaGeneral
[S/2021/160], 18 February 202dgl, p. 5; UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014),
2165 (2014), 291 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020);
Report of the Secretareneral [S/2020/1195], 11 December 20a0, p. 5 UN Security Council, Implementation of Security
Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018),
2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020); Report of the Secre@egeral [S/2020/813], 20 Augu2020,url, p. 6

436 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, Marclu202112

43TUNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, Marclu202110

438 UNMAS, Programmes: Syria, 21 March 20211,

439 UNOHCA, Syrian Arab Republic. 2021 Needs and Response Summary, Februarly g081,

440UNMAS, Programmes: Syria, 21 March 20211,

441 A UKbased NGO. For more information sgg

442HALO Trust (The), A Hidden Emergency. Why Explosive Ordnance Contamination Must Be Addressed Now in Northwest
Syriaurl, pp. 3, 6

443HALO Trust (The), A Hidden Emergency. Why Explosive Ordnance Contamination Must Be Addressed Now in Northwest
Syriaurl, p. 9

444 |nternational Campaign to Ban Landmines, Landmine Monitor 2020, 12 Novembeu20p038

445UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, 20&Tfurl, p. 12
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http://www.unmas.org/en/programmes/syria
https://www.unicef.org/mena/media/10811/file/som_summary_2021.pdf.pdf
http://www.unmas.org/en/programmes/syria
https://www.halotrust.org/about-us/
https://www.halotrust.org/media/7380/halo-report-northwest-syria_web.pdf
https://www.halotrust.org/media/7380/halo-report-northwest-syria_web.pdf
http://www.the-monitor.org/media/3168934/LM2020.pdf
https://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/syria_2021_hno_advance_copy.pdf

Use of chemical weapons

According to US government sources, the GaSusedvarious chemical weapons at least 50 times
since the war begaff® A 2018 report by the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW) noted 143 alleged chemical attacks in open sources, betwBeteinbel2015 and

8 October20187 In a February 2019 report, the Global Public Policy Institute collected data on at
least 336 chemical weapons attacks over the course of the wa&g 88which were attributed to the
Syrian government force€® As ofJanuary 2021the Col was able to docume®8 chemical attacks
during the conflict of which 32 were attributed to Syrian government foroee to ISILwhile forfive
others the perpetrators remained unknowf In April 2021, OPCW released its finding following the
investigation of an airstrikearried out on 4~ebruary2018 on Sarageb (ldlib governorate), concluding
GKIFIG GKSNB NB WNBlFazyrofS aANRBdzyRa (G2 o0SftASOSQ
Forces dropped chlorine gaaffecting at least 12 Syrians on the grodftl.

In one chemical weapon attaclarcied out in August 2013 by the Syrian government on rebel held
areas in eastern Ghouta, outside Damascus, arou@dOlcivilians were killet?! Following the 2013
attack, Syria became party tiie Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Produgt
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destréidowever, OPCW noted in
November 2020 that Syria still had outstanding issues related to its compliance with the*teaty.

Use of cluster munition and incendiary weapons

The LandmineyaR / f dzZa G SNJ adzyAGA2Y a2yAtieN gFiGIKSA Y2 Hzgzd
A32BSNY 2N S48 SEOSLII ¢ Nlidza KI @S SELISS#SIRSR GKS
the International Campaign to Ban Landmirresorded 686 clustemunitions attacks in Syrig?

Between 2012019, the same source documente®&35 casualties from cluster munition attacks and

cluster munition remnantsn Syriawhich ranked as theountry with most such casualties in each

year since 2012. In 2019, Syinaurred 232 casualties from cluster munitions, accounting fdvoe3df

such casualties documented globdft§.

The Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor recorded at least 11 cluster munition attacks between
1 August2019 and 31uly2020 and received infmation on at least two dozen other unverified
attacks in the same period. Most cluster munitions attacks were recorded in Idlib and Aleppo
governorates’® Human Rights Watch investigated cluster munition attacks on schools in Idlib
governorate, carried aLin Januar§?’ and February 2026, which resulted in civilian casualties.

446 New York Times (The), U.S. Says Syria Has Used Chemical Weapons at Least 50 Times During War, 1&1April 2018,

447 OPCW, Summary of the Activities Carried Out by the OPCWFiRdaig Mission to Syria, 10 October 2048, p. 4

448 GPPI, Nowhere to Hide. The Logic of Chemical Weapons Use in Syria, Februam}, 21 %R, 5

449 UN Human Rights CouhdReport of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/46/54], 21 January 2021, p. 8 paras 32

450 OPCWSecond Report by the OPCW Investigation and Identification Team Pursuant to Paragraph 10 of D&&8sion C
nk580d0 a! RRNB&&AY3I GKS GKNBLFG FTNRBY OKSYKebruary 2618, 1123pTa dza S¢
2021,url, p. 2

451BBC News, Syria chemical attack: What we know, 24 Septemben201B8ashington Post (The), More tha@0 killed

in chemical weapons attack, U.S. says, 30 August 20 35uardian (The), Syria conflict: chemical weapons blamed as
hundreds reported killed, 22 August 2018}

452 UN Human Rights Council, Repofthe Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/46/54], 21 January 2021, p. 4

453 OPCW, Report by the Direct@eneral. Progress omé elimination of the Syrian chemical weapons programme, 24
November 2020url, p. 3 para. 11.

454 |nternational Campaign to Ban Landmines, Cluster Munition Mog®@0,url, p. 16

455 |International Campaign to Ban Landmines, Cluster Munition Monitor 202@. 53

456 andmine andCluster Munition Monitor, Syria. Cluster Munition Ban Policy, 24 November 26120,

45THRW, Syria: Cluster Munition Attack on School, 22 January @020,
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2045772/A_HRC_46_54_E.pdf
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/s-1943-2021%28e%29.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-23927399
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/nearly-1500-killed-in-syrian-chemical-weapons-attack-us-says/2013/08/30/b2864662-1196-11e3-85b6-d27422650fd5_story.html
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http://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2020/11/ec96dg03%28e%29.pdf
http://www.the-monitor.org/media/3168672/cmm2020.pdf
http://www.the-monitor.org/media/3168672/cmm2020.pdf
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2039286/syria1020_0.pdf

Further information on the use of cluster munitions and incendiary weapons in Syria in previous years
is available in th&€ASO COI Report: SyriGecurity situation (May 2020)

1.6.2 Security incidents

The Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) collects data on violent incidents in Syria,
coding each incident with the time and place, type of violent incident, the parties involved and the
number of fatalities. The information is collected in a database that is openly accessible, searchable

and kept continuously up to date. The data primadgme from secondary sources such as media

reports, but also from reports by international institutions and rgovernmental organisations and

data provided by local partners of ACLEDOn SyriaACLEDncorporatesdata froma number of

partners, includigthe Syrian Network for Human Rights, Airwdhe Carter Center, LiveUamap, Syria
5ANBOGEZ {&NRAIFY hoASNBIG2NE F2NJ Il dzyYtry wA3aKda o{h
Civil Society Research Unihe International Security and Development @enand Clingendael

Institute.*6°

ACLED codes security incidents as follows:

9 Battles violent clashes between at least two armed groups. Battles can occur between armed
and organised state, nestate, and external groups, and in any combinatibarein. Sub
events of battles are armed clashes, government regains territory andstaia actor
overtakes territory.

1 Violence against civiliansziolent events where an organised armed group deliberately inflicts
violence upon unarmed neoombatants. lincludes violent attacks on unarmed civilians such
as sexual violence, attacks, abduction/forced disappearance.

1 Explosions/remote violenceevents where an explosion, bomb or other explosive device was
used to engage in conflict. They include esged vblent events in which the tool for
engaging in conflict creates asymmetry by taking away the ability of the target to engage or
defend themselves and their location. They include air/drone strikes, suicide bombs,
shelling/artillery/missile attack, remotexplosive/landmine/IED, grenade, chemical weapon.

1 Riots are a violent demonstration, often involving a spontaneous action by unorganised,
unaffiliated members of society. They include violent demonstration, mob violence.

1 Protests public demonstration in Wich the participants do not engage in violence, though
violence may be used against thethincludes peaceful protests, protest with intervention,
excessive force against protesters.

1 Strategic developmentdnformation regarding the activities @folent groups that is not itself
recorded as political violence, yet may trigger future events or contribute to political dynamics
within and across states. It includes agreements, change to group/activityviotant
transfer of territory, arrestg®?

For the purpose of this report only the following type of events were included in the analysis: battles,
explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians. A country overview of the data on riots and
protests is also provided separatebeé SectiofProtestsand riot9.

EASO used the publicly available ACLED curated dataset for Middl® Epst2021) for security
incidents figures, graphs and maf3s.

459 ACLED, Methodology, April 2018l; ACLED, FAQ ACLED Sourcing Methodology, February2020,
460 ACLED, Syria Partner Network, April 2QtD,

461 ACLED, Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) Codebook, October pp1714
462 ACLED, Curated Data Files, Middle East (9 April 2021),
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https://acleddata.com/syria-partner-network/
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According to the aforementioned ACLEBtaset’®®, between 1January2020 and 3March2021
there were 12565 security incidents recorded in Syria:036 were coded as battles7 653 as
explosions/remote violence, and8/6 as violence against civilians. Most security incidents were
recorded in Idlib 3982), Aleppo 2405 and Deir EZor (L 322) governorates. The lowest security
incidentsfigures wererecorded inQuneitra (56), Damascus (41) ahartous 1) governorates As per
Figurel below,the highest totalnumber of security events coded battles, édgons/remote violence
and violence against civilians throughout the reference peneal recorded between January and
March 2020 and between November 2020 and February 2021

EVENT_TYPE W Batties @ Explosions/Remote viclence @Viclence against civilians
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Figurel. Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against ddétiaesn
1 Januan2020 and 3March2021, based on ACLED défta

Figure2 below provides a heatmap of the most affected areas in Syria by securityseveded
battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilian during the reference period for this
report.

b Bing = i ) X

© 2021 TomTom, © 2021 Microsoft Corporation Terms

Figure2. Heatmap of security events (coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians) occurrences
between 1Januan?020 and 3March2021based on ACLED défa

463 ACLED, Curated Data Files, Middle East (9281),url
464 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Middle East (pril 2021),
465EASQ analysis based publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Middle East (9 Apnil 2021),
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Battles

Battles (armed clashes) is the category with the second most registedityincidents.During the
reference periodthere were3 036 battlesrecorded by ACLED, an averag2@#fbattles/month. Most
battles were recorded ithe governorates ofdlib (641) followed byAleppo(601), Deir EZor @422)

and Hasaka3g9). No battles were recorded In Tartous governorate, while other governorate with
low number of battles wer®amascus (3), Quneitraq) andSweida22). As perFigure3, most battles
were documentedbetween January and March 2020, whilee lowest numbers were recorded
between March and July 202¢f

EVEMT_TYPE @ EBattles

100
: ||| I II||||||II|I|IIII I|||||“ |I ""I “ ||||||I

Jan 2020 Mar 2020 May 2020 Jul 2020 Sep 2020 Mew 2020 Jan 2021 Mar 2021
Figure3d 9 @2 f dzliA 2y PefiveeH dJaniiary03cand 381aréhyga2tbased on ACLED déta

Explosions/remote violence

Explosions/remote violence, which includes explosive devices, artillery fire and air strikes, is the
category with the highest number of individual incidents by far Wit63 incidents recorded by
ACLEDbetween 1January2020 and 3March2021 The largest number of explosions/remote
violence was registered in IdliB 213), followed byAleppo (1556) and Hama (736jovernoratesNo
explosions/remote violence were recorded in Tartous governorate, while other governorates with low
number ofexplosiongremote violencewere Sweida (6), Damascus (13) and Quneitra (35).

As perFigure4, figureswere particularlyhigh between January and March 202@hile the lowest
numbers were recorded between March and July 2020

EVENT_TYPE Explosions/Remaote viclence
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Figuredd 9 @2f dziA2y 2FS WBEZX & fich@e AJ8XBWORGand 3March2021 based on ACLED
datates

Violence against civilians

The third largest category of incidents is violence against civilians V@ thcidents recorded by
ACLEDbetween 1January2020 and 3March2021, an average ofl24 incidents/month. Most

466 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Middle East (épril 2021),
467EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Middle East (pril 2021),
468 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Middle East (pril 2021),
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incidents during the year were recorded in DeirZez @434), Hasaka376), Aleppo (28) and5 | NX2 |
(233) governorates. The lowest number of incidents were recorded in Tagodd.atakia(l each)
and Quritra @) governorates.

As perFigureb, the highest number of incidents of violence against civilians wesrerdedat the end
of September 2020 and then agdietweenend of December 202@Gnd March 2021 The lowest
number of incidents was recorddaktween January and March 2020.

EVENT_TYPE \iolence against civilians
60
40
20
0
Jan 2020 Mar 2020 May 2020 Jul 2020 Sep 2020 Mowv 2020 Jan 2021 Mar 2021
Figures5® 9 @2t dzliA2y 2F WOA 2 b FJauahRoR0/aadi3BMErEh@0RIbAaskdyoa ALLEDGIAY (i 4

Protests and riots

According to ACLED datstween 1January2020 and 3March2021there were563 protests and
64 riots. Most protests took place in 1dlih37), Deir EZor (L06) and Hasakadp) governorates The
largest number of riots were recorded in the governorate®eir EzZor (17) followed b¥Hasakal4)

I Y R F1R)NAR perFigure6, most protest and riots were recorded in Judaly 2020, November
2020 and March 2021.
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Figure 7 below provides a heatmap of the most affected areas in Syria by protests and riots during the
reference period for this report.

469EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Fiesst\Me&Aieril 2021url
470EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Middle East (épril 2021),
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b Bmg © 2021 TomTom, © 2021 Microsoft Corporation Terms
Figure7. Heatmap of riots and protests occurrenced®@iween 1 January 2020 and 31 March 2B62%ed on ACLED déta

1.6.3 Civilian fatalities

Many international monitoring groups have given up on providing detailed estimates of the number

of fatalities because of the complexity of the situation and lack of access thdinst information?’2

The UN stopped publishirggatistics on conflictelated deaths in 2014, stating that it was no longer
L2aaArotsS G2 FNNAGS G | OOdzNy S FAIdNBaADP ¢KS FAYL
from 2014, was 40000473 In July 2019\lichelle Bachelet, UN High Conssibner for Human Rights

a0l GSR GKIG wWaS@SNIft KdzyRNBRa 2F (K2dzalyRa 2F OK
2011w XS many that it is no longer even possible to give a credible estigfat@urrently most

international expertstate that the number of fatalities in Syria since the war broke out in 2011 until

the present is somewhere around 5000 or higher, but indicate that these are very rough
estimates?”™

There are several Syrian organisations that still attempt to kemmt; however, the figures vary
between organisations. This is related to the fact that these organisations have varying methods,
ground presence, and access to informatféh.

In 2020, SNHR recorded724 civilian fatalities, a drop by 48 from 20197’ VDC recorded 206

civilian fatalities in 2020, a decrease by%®Zompared to 20198 Other organisations documenting
civilian casualties in Syria had comparable figures for 2020. The Syrian Human Rights Committee
(SHRC) recorded7b0 civilian fatalitiesn 2020, althoughtidoes not provide information on their
research methodolog$®

47LEASO aallysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Middle East (9 Adril 2021),

2p Sy | 2N] ¢AYS& O60¢KSOZ 126 {&8NAlIQa RSIGK G2ff Aa f2adGd Ay i
473 Al Jazeera, Syria death toll: UN envoy estimates 400,000 killed, 23 Apriu2016,

474UN News, UN human rights chief fears world has grown numb to Syrian carnage, 26 Julyl2019,

475 SOHR, More than 570 thousand people were killed on the Syrian territibnynv8 years of revolution demanding

freedom, democracy, justice, and equality, 15 March20td;, b S¢ , 2NJ] ¢AYSa 0¢KSOUI |26 {&@NAI
of war, 13 April 20184rl; USIP, The Current Situation in Syria, 26 August 20PGBOHR, On International Human Rights

5F8Y aAftAz2ya 2F {&NAlya NRooSR 27F &N IK uk BBCINgWR, Whyphms (i K 2 dza |

the Syrian war lasted 10 years?, 12 March 2@,

apSg | dzYF YAGENREFY 0¢KSOZ [/ 2dzyGAy3 dzy RSNJ FANB W New Brabdzy 12T R &
(The), Will we ever really know how many people have died in Syria since 2011?, 28 Januarg 2020,

477 SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 1,734 Civilians in Syria in 2020, including 99 in December, 1 January 2021,

url, pp. 78

478 Data shared by VDC with EASO. Availalterior! Reference source not found.

479 SHRC, SHRC documents the killing of 1,750 people in 2020, 2 Januaryr2021,
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https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/07/1043241
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=120851
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/13/world/middleeast/syria-death-toll.html
https://www.usip.org/publications/2020/08/current-situation-syria
https://www.syriahr.com/en/195385/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35806229
http://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2015/10/27/counting-under-fire-untold-story-syria-s-casualty-data
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/indepth/2020/1/28/how-many-people-have-died-in-syria-since-2011
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_1734_Civilians_in_Syria_in_2020_Including_99_in_December_en.pdf
https://www.shrc.org/en/?p=33759

Month

OHCHR SNHR VvDC SHRC SNHR VDC SHRC

2020180 2020 2020182 202082 202184 20218 20214
January 286 320 320 113 126 107
February 276 339 277 138 125 146
March 145 178 161 177 153 135
April 78 150 110
May 125 121 90
June 96 94 174
July 107 130 110
August 122 132 115
September 102 96 81
October 126 141 141
November 172 131 94
December 99 74 77
Total 1035 1734 1906 1750 428 404 388

Figure8. Civilian fatalities in 2020 and first three months of 2021. Monthly breakdmged on SNHR, SHRGly for 2020)
and VDC data

OHCHR documentedd®9 documented civilian casualties in 202@8bdeaths and D59 injuread), a
15% decrease from 20187 More than half of casualties recorded by OHCHR in 2020 were children,

480UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, Marclu202112

481 SNHR, 286 Civilians, including Four Medical and Civil Defense Personnel, Documented Killed in Syria in January 2020, 1
February 2020url, p. 8; SNHR, 276 Civilians, including Six Medical Personnel and Two Media Workers, Documented Killed in
Syria in February 2020, 1 March 2026, p. 8; SNHR, 145 Civilians, including Two Medical Personnel, Documented Killed in
Syria in March 2020, 1 April 20281, p. 9;SNHR, 78 Civilians, including One Media Workers, Documented Killed in Syria in
April 2020, 1 May 202@yl, p. 10; SNHR, 125 Civilians Documented Killed in Syria in May 2020, including Eight Who Died Due
to Torture and One Massacre, 1 June 2086, p. 10; SNHR, 1,006 Civilians, including three Media &&&dand 12 Medical

and Civil Defense Personnel, Documented Killed in Syria in the First Half of 2020, 1 Jwig,20216; SNHR, 107 Civilians,
including 26 Children and 11 Women, Documented Killed in Syria in July 2020, 2 Augustl20200; SNHR, 122 Civilians,
including 21 Children and Seven Women, Documented Killed in Syria in August 2020, 1 Septemhel, 202@; SNHR,
Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 102 Civilians, including 15 Children, 10 Women, Three Medical Personnel and 12
Victims Due to Torture, 1 October 2020/, p. 9; SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 126 Civilians, including 18
Children, Eight \@Wmen, One Media Worker and 10 Victims Due to Torture, 1 November 2820, 10; SNHR, Extrajudicial

Killing Claims the Lives of 172 Giwn$, including 16 Children, 11 Women, and 30 Victims Due to Torture, 1 December 2020,
url, p. 9; SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims thesldf/&,734 Civilians in Syria in 2020, including 99 in December, 1 January
2021,url, p. 14

482Data shared by VDC with EASO. Availaleran! Reference source not foundnnex I: VDC Casualty data

483SHRC, SHRCcdments the killing of 1,750 people in 2020, 2 January 2021,

484 Data only for January, February, and March 2021. SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 113 Civilians, Including 36
Children, Six Women, and Three Victims Due to Torture, in January 2021, 1 Februanyl2027;, SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing

Claims the Lives of 138 Civilians, Including 23 Chil@liew/omen, and 14 Victims Due to Torture, in February 2021, 1 March
2021,url, p. 8; SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of lii@&jvncluding 28 Children, 35 Women, One Medical
Worker, and 9 Victims Due to Torture, in March 2021, 1 April 2021p. 7

485Data only for January, February, and March 2021. Data shared by VDC with EASO. AaitaileRieference source n

ot found.

486 SHRCSHRC documents 107 victims in January 2021, 2 Februaru2Q3HRC, SHRC documents the killing of 146 people

in February, 2 March 2020rl; SHRC, SHRCcdments the killing of 135 people in March 2021, 1 April 2081,

487 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, Marchu0@112; Figures provided by OHCHR to

'!'bh/1 1 ® hl/ 1w LNRGARSR GKS F2fft26Ay3a RAZOEFAYSNY W AQAf ALY

rather reflect what OHCHR could verify to reflect human rigbtscerns, patterns and the impact of the armed conflict and
A2t SyO0S 2y OA@GAtAlLya Ay {&NRF® ! Oldat OAGAtALY O &
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https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/125_Civilians_Documented_Killed_in_Syria_in_May_2020_including_Eight_Who_Died_Due_to_Torture_and_One_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/1006_Civilians_including_Three_Media_Workers_and_12_Medical_and_Civil_Defense_Personnel_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/107_Civilians_including_26_Children_and_11_Women_Documented_Killed_in_Syria_in_July_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/122_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_August_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_102_Civilians_including_15_Children_10_Women_Three_Medical_Personnel_and_12_Victims_Due_to_Torture_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/126_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_October_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/172_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_November_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_1734_Civilians_in_Syria_in_2020_Including_99_in_December_en.pdf
https://www.shrc.org/en/?p=33759
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_113_Civilians_Including_36_Children_Six_Women_and_Three_Victims_Due_to_Torture_in_January_2021_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/138_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_February_2021_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_177_Civilians_Including_28_Children_en.pdf
https://www.shrc.org/en/?p=33789
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while 25% were victims of unexploded ordnant®For the period between Decembei2019and
31March2021, OHCHR record8®28 civilian casualtied 372deathsand 1656injured).*8°

In the first three months of 2021, VDC and SNHR recorded 404 and 428 civilian fatalities, respectively
(seeFigure9).

Civilian fatalities by VDC SNHR VDC SNHR
. governorate  2020"°° 2020°°* 2021%* 2021
Damascus 100 8 13 1
Rural Damascus 51 28 19 3
Idlib 419 472 37 61
Deir EZZor 207 301 62 59
Aleppo 446 402 73 104
Dar'a 202 217 51 44
Hama 35 54 48 63
Homs 44 14 9 10
Hasaka 125 118 56 73
Ragga 140 106 17 16
Quneitra 3 3 2 2
Sweida 58 8 12 2
Latakia 2 3 - -
Tartous 3 - - -
Unknown 71 5
Total 1906 1734 404 428

488 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, Marclu202112

489 Figures based on total number of civilian fatalities and injuries reported by OHCHR to the UN Security Council between 1
December 2019 and 31 Mzly 2021. UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165
(2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020); Report of the
SecretaryGeneral [S/2020/141], 21 Februar@2D, url, p. 5; UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council
resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (20(B)12x4ad

2504 (2020); Report of the Secreta®Beneral [S/2020/327], 23 April 202@], p. 4; UN Security Council, Implementation of
Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 218014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018),
2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020); Report of the Secrefegeral [S/2020/576], 24 June 2020l, p. 4; UN Saurity Council,
Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393
(2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020); Report of the Se@estargl [S/2020/813], 20 August

2020 url, p. 5; UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014),
2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2448)2P504 (2020) and 2533 (2020); Report of the Secretary
General [S/2020/1031], 14 October 2020, p. 5; UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resoluti@@s 21
(2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533
(2020); Report of the Secretafyeneral [S/2020/1195], 11 December 2026, p. 5; UN Security Council, Implementation

of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018),
2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020); Report of the Sect®&Bral [S/2021/160], 18 February 2021, p. 5; UN

Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332
(2016),2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020); Report of the SEzrtan) [S/2021/390],

22 April 2021yrl, p. 2

490 Data shared by VDC with EA®@ailable imAnnex I: VDC Casualty data

491 SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 1,734 Civilians in Syria in 2020, including 99 in December, 1 January 2021,
url, p. 12

492Data only for January, February and March 2021. Data shared by VDC with EASO. Availabbe linvDC Casualty data

493 SNHR, Extrajudiciallli<ig Claims the Lives of 113 Civilians, Including 36 Children, Six Women, and Three Victims Due to
Torture, in January 2021, 1 February 2021, p. 7; SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 138 Civilians, Including 23
Children, 11 Women, and 14 Victims Due to Torture, in February 2021, 1 Marchu2Q®1,8; SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing

Claims the Lives of 177 Civilians, Including 28 Children, 35 Women, One Medical Worker, and 9 Victims Due to Torture, in
March 2021, 1 April 20241, p. 7

56


https://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/syria_2021_hno_advance_copy.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2025877/S_2020_141_E.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2028879/S_2020_327_E.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2032945/S_2020_576_E.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2036556/S_2020_813_E.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2039998/S_2020_1031_E.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2042266/S_2020_1195_E.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2046028/S_2021_160_E.pdf
https://undocs.org/S/2021/390
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_1734_Civilians_in_Syria_in_2020_Including_99_in_December_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_113_Civilians_Including_36_Children_Six_Women_and_Three_Victims_Due_to_Torture_in_January_2021_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/138_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_February_2021_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_177_Civilians_Including_28_Children_en.pdf

Figure9. Civilian fatalities in 202and first three months of 202based on SNHBnd VDGlata. Monthly breakdown by
governorate

VDC and SNHR also provide a monthly breakdown of civilian fatalities by the governavaiehin
they occurred(seeFigure9). Most civilian casualties 2020 were record®dthe two sourcesn the
governorates of Idlib, Aleppo, Deir-E2 NJ | y Rouid-58&DF adbcivilian casualties documented
by SNHR and 4% of those documented by VDC2020 were recorded in governorates where anti
GoS armed groups retained some territorial control: Idlib, Aleppo, Hama and L&akisoth SNHR
and VDC, the lowest number of civilian fatalities in 20&&e recorded in Tartous, Latakia and
Quneitra govenoratess

Variations between the data provided by SNHR and VDC are clearly visible on some provinces: Idlib
governorate ranks first in terms of number of civilian fatalities in SNHR reporting, while the highest
number of civilian fatalities recorded by V2020 was in Aleppo governorate, followed closely by

Idlib. Significant discrepancies in the number of civilian fatalities repategarticularly visible in

the case of Damascus and Sweida governorates, with a significant higher number of ciatle de

reported by VDC (100 for Damascus and 58 for Sweida) than those reported by SNHR (8 for Damascus

and 8 for Sweida)Variationsin the figures are mainly related to differencesdéach2 NHI YA &l G A 2 y ¢
methodology regarding the collection of dateauseof death included in the analysias well as

varying presence and access to information in different parts of the codtitry.

1.6.4 Humanitarian situation

Syria is estimated to have a population between 208nd 22.1million.*** UNOCHA assessed that as
of January 2021, 13uillion persons were in neédl of humanitarian and protection assistance in
Syria, with @nillion having acute need@ 20% increase from 2020%2 The majority of persons in
need as assessed by UNOCHA live in Aleppo (arounmdilkon), Idlib (around 2.2nillion), Rural
Damascus (aroundrillion) and Damascus (around Infillion) governorates®

A combination of factors, including the financial crisis in neighbouring Lebanon, international
economic sanctiorts’, and theCOVIBL9 pandemie®® contributed to a significant worsening of socio
economic conditions in Syria during the reference peff8dThe economic situation has also
contributed toa rapid deterioration of humanitarian conditionmsSyria®®® Around 12.4million Syrians

494 EASO email correspondence with VDC, 21 April 2021; See also sectBpurmes on civilian casualtiésr more

information

495 CIA, World Factbook, Syria, updated 17 April 2081,

496 Syria, Central Bureau of Statistics, Estimate of the population in Syria by gatesyorl

971 OO02NRAYy3a G2 'bh/113X tS82LS8S Ay bSSR o6tLbo NBFSNRER (2 WwWLIS
conditions or livelihoods are threatened or have been disrupted, and whose current level of access to basic services, goods

and protection $ inadequate to resstablish normal living conditions within their accustomed means without assistance.

People in acute need refers to those facing more severe forms of deprivation in terms of their security, basic rightsggand liv

conditions and face i KNS 4 SyAy3 ySSRa NBIdANRY3I dzNBSYyidG KdzYF yAGENRLE Y
Overview 201¢; Syrian Arab Republic, March 2018, pp. 5, 8

498 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Repeli2021 Needs and Response Summary, 22 February @024., 2

499 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. 2021 Needs and Response Summary, 22 Februay 2021,

500 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/46/54], 21 January 2021, pp. 910

501 Daher, J., State Institutions and Regime Networks as Service Providers in Syria, EUI, June 2@20NVFP, The Socio

economic Impacts of the COVID Pandemic in the Syrian Arab Republic, October 2020pp. 4,14, 21, 35, 52; Said, S.,

The COVIR9 and the Syrian Economymplications for Social Justice, FES, July 200(@p. 23

502 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/46/54], 21 January 2021, pp. 910; HRW, World Repp2021- Syria, 13 January 2021
503 UNOCHA/WHO, COVIB Humanitarian Update No. 22, 1 February 2Q2(,,p. 3
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were estimated to be food insecure at the beginning of 2821an increase from 9 #illion reported
in mid-2020°°° Around 2million people are estimated to live irkeeme poverty2®

As of 18March2021, there were 1656 COVIEL9 cases reported in Gdfeld areas, the majority

being recorded in Damascus, Latakia and Aleppo. In areas outside GoS control there were an
additional 8743 COVIE19 cases reported in norteast Syria, and 2Q72 cases in nortwest Syria.

The Syrian Ministry of Health reportedl10 fatalities since the start of the pandemic in Ge&i
areas’®” UNOHCAssessethat only 58% of hospitals and 5 of primary health care centres in Syria
were entirely functional®

As of July 2020, only one international border crossittg Baba al Haweé>- was still authorised for

a period of 12 monthso deliverhumanitarian aid out of the four crossings established by the UN
Security Council resolution 2165 (202¥)This decision came after fmnuary 2020, the UN Security
Council prolonged delivery of crebsrder UN humanitarian aid for a period of six monthsough

two of four border crossingsthe Bab al Salam and Bab al Hawa crossings between Turkey and north
west Syria!t

Donors pledged EUR So8lion towards humanitarian relief efforts for Syria in 202022 at the
Brussels V Confereréé- a decreas2 y f I ad &SI NnRa O2YYAlYSyida |yR
needed®?

Further information on thesociceconomic anchumanitarian situation is available in tiHASO COI
Report: Syri@ Socieeconomic situation in Damascus city (April 2021)

1.6.5Displacement and return

UNHCR estimates that the conflict had driven somatilbon Syrian refugees out of the country by
April 20215 The Norwegian Refugee CoundlR( statedin a March 2021 repotthat there are an
estimated 6.5million IDPs in Syria, A of whicthave been displaced for over five yeéals.

In 2020, a total of 822000 IDP movements wemecorded by UNOCHA across Syria, of whicth 73
were movements within theamegovernorate. Most IDP movements took place in the governorates

of Idlib (1070000 IDP movements from or within the governorateQ30000 IDP movements to or
within the governoate and 821000 IDP movements within the governorate), Aleppo (600 IDP
movements from or within the governorate, 7200 IDP movements to or within the governorate

and 475000 IDP movements within the governorate), HasakeéD@IDP movements from @ithin

the governorate, 1900 IDP movements to or within the governorate an@0® IDP movements
within the governorate) and Deir Zor (11000 IDP movements from or within the governorate,
15000 IDP movements to or within the governorate and0D0 IDPmovements within the
governorate). The lowest number of IDP movements were registered in the governorates of Sweida

504 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. 2021 Needs and Response Summary, 22 Februaty 2021,

505NRC, The Darkest Decade What displaced Syrians face if the world continues to fail them, MarngH, 20381,

506 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. 2021 Needfk@sponse Summary, 22 February 2Qefl p. 2

507UNOCHA/WHO, Syrian Arab Republic: CQ9IResponse Update No. 168 March 2021, 18 March 2024y, p. 1

508 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. 2021 Needs and Response Summary, 22 Februaty 2021,

509UN Security Council, Limited Crd&srder Access into NorttWest Syria Placing Strain on Humanitarians to Reach Many
in Need, Aid Worker Tells Security Council, 29 July 2000,

510 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/46/54], 21 January 2021, p. 4

511UN News, Security Council beats midnight deadline, renews Syriabmnales aid in contentious vote, 10 January 2020,
url

512 UNOCHA, Supporting the Future of Syria and the Regimissels V Conference, 280 March, 2021- Cochair's
Statement Annex: Fundraising, 30 March 2021,

SI3UNHCR, United Nations Chiefs urge donors to support record appeals for Syrians and the region, 29 Mauch 2021,
514UNHCR, Syria Regional Refugee Response, data updated on 7 Apritl2021,

515NRC, The Darkest Decade What displaced Syrians face if the world cotdifaieem, March 2021yrl, p. 7
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(1000 IDP movements from or within the governorate, of which 998 were IDP movements within the
governorate), Rural DamascusO@0 IDP moements from or within governorate, of which 323 were
Y2@3SYSyida ¢AGKAY (KS oanamrindgemends wHich todk ylate VBithilNtRel 0 ™
governorate)*®

UNOCHA provides a full breakdown of the total IDP movements by governorate for 2020 (see
Figue 10):
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Figurel0. © UNOCHA, IDP movements by governorate in 2020

In February 2020 it was estimated that around 900 000 people, the majority women and children,
have been displaced since December 2019 by the hostilities in the Idlig*&taaEebruary 2020,

UNICEF estimated that more than 5000 children have been displaced by the conflict in neovest

Syria since December2019. Tens of thousands of children and their families were reported to live in

tents and in open ait*® The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) described the situation
AY LRfKAS d42NBW o6 S 2F RAaLX I OSYSyld 6SQ@S aSSy
winter conditions in Idlib, we see people trapped, isolated and running out géwmcope¥° Since

March 2020, the number of IDP movements has significantly decrédsed.

For the periodafter the ceasefire that followed the Idlib offensive (March to December 2020), over
600000 displacements were recorded in Idlib and Aleppo govertes alone Furthermore,65 % of

516 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Movements OverviewP&en2020, 16 February 202k&]|
517UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Movements OverviewP&en2020, 16 February 202k&]|
58l hp bSgar !'b OKAST | LIIBHRE R&ENI BNVRIFNRF f eWAIBEY WNB Y um CSo
519 UNICEF, Over half a millichildren in northwest Syria forced to flee amid continued violence and harsh weather, 18

February 2020uyrl

520]CRC, $wa: Civilians in urgent need of safety and-&ving assistance amidst unprecedented displacement, 25 February

2020,url

521UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, Marcu20@d., 1415
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those displaced in 2020 were due to security concerns while arounth 20aimed economic
reasons®?bw/ | a4SaaSR 0KFId QUGKS OSIFaSFTFANB KlFa fFNBS
and fighting between groupsna parties to the conflict still caused some displacent&it

In January and February 2021, around68 IDP movements were recorded across Syria, the majority
occurring in northwest Syria, particularly in Idlib and Aleppo governorates. Most IDP movement
recorded in this timeframe took placed within thespectivegovernorate®?*In March 2021, around
40000 IDP movements took place, @tof which took place within Idlib and Aleppo governorates.

As of March 2021, there were around 2xillion IDPs in ngh-west Syria, of which 1illion were
living in 1379 IDP camps/sit€’$®I0M assessed that around 2200 persons living in noritvest Syria
FNBE Fd WAYYSRAIFIGE® NrAal 2F RAALI FOSYSyiliQo

In terms of IDP spontaneous returns in 2020, UNOCHA recorti¢al @f 448000 total spontaneous
returns, 75% of which were returns within the governorate. The highest number of IDP return
movements took place in the governorates of Idlib (20D IDP return movements from or within the
governorate, 23®00 IDP rettn movements to or within governorate and 1980 IDP return
movements within governorate), Aleppo (1860 IDP return movements from or within the
governorate, 12800 IDP return movements to or within the governorate and @0Q IDP return
movements witlin governorate) and Hama (2D0 IDP return movements from or within the
governorate, 1900 IDP return movements to or within the governorate ando@@ IDP return
movements within governorate). The lowest number of IDP returns was recorded in Sweid®P833
return movements from or within the governorate of which 50 were within the governorate), Quneitra
(1000 IDP return movements from or within the governorate) and Tartou30QLIDP return
movements from or within governoraté}®

UNOCHA provides a floreakdown of the total IDP spontaneous return movements by governorate
for 2019 (see Figurkl):

522NRC, The Darkest Decade What displaced Syrians face if the amtitdies to fail them, March 2024yl p. 8

523NRC, The Darkest Decade What displaced Syrians face if the world continues to fail them, MarngH, 2021,

524 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, IDP Movements. January 2021, 2 MarctrR@ZIOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, IDP
Movements. February 2021, 1 April 2024,

525UNOCHA, Syriarrab Republic, IDP Movements. March 2021, 12 May 2021,

526 UNOCHA, Recent Developments in Northwest Sy@iauation Report No. 26As of 26 March 2021, 26 March 2021,

p.1

527|0M, Syria Crisis. IOM Consolidated App@all215 March 2024url, p. 3

528 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Spontaneous Returns Stock and Flow Daxa¢ JAd 9, url
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Figurell. © spontaneous IDP return movements by governorate in 2820

Around 50% of the total IDP return movements recorded in 2020 took place betwesnivand May.

Of those returns94 % took place in Idlib and Aleppo governorates, indicating that the March 2020
ceasefire was an important factor influencing the return movemé&#ftdn an analysis concerning the

first half of 2020,the Internal Displacemnt Monitoring Centre(IDMQ assessed that more than
200000 persons who were displaced by the GoS offensive in wegtt Syria, returned between
March and July 2020. The infrastructure damage in many areas of return made them uninhabitable in
L5a/ QssmdntE'a S

In January and February 2021, aroundOB® return movements were recorded across Syria, the
majority occurring in nortiwest Syria, particularly in Idlib, Aleppo and Hama governorates. Most
return movements recorded in this timeframe topkaced within the governorate® In March 2021,
around 23000 IDPreturn movements took place35% of which took place within Idlib and Aleppo
governoratesQuneitra governorate recorded the highest number of returns in March 2021, recording
8 200 spontagous returns’>

529 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: Spontaneous IDP Returnee Movements Overvi®ec 2020, 16 February 2021]

530 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview: Syrian Arab Republic, Marcli202116

531IDMC, Internal displacement 2020: Midar update, 202Qurl, p. 19

532 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Spontaneous Returns. January 2021, 2 MargH; 20ROQCHA, Syrian Arab
Republic. IDP@®ntaneous Returns. February 2021, 1 April 2Q21,

533UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Spontaneous Returns. March 2021, 12 May 2021,
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2. Governoratelevel description of the

security situation
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2.1.1 General description dhe governorate

Idlib is located in nortlwest Syria, bordering Turkey to tmerth, Hama governorate to the south,
Aleppo governorate to the east, and Latakia governorate to the west. The governorate is divided into
five districts: Idlib, Ariha, JigxshShugur, Harim and Al MafZ.

Idlib city is the capital of the governorate amd2011 had a population of overmillion inhabitants.

The city is located on the strategic road between Aleppo and Damascus governorates and is also a
WONR&a O02NRSNJI 2LISNI GA2Yy LIRAY(H FNPBab®dsda$sadhE G KNE «
only UN authorised border crossing in Syria open to humanitarian aid as per Security Council
Resolutior2533(2020)%%’

The Syrian Central Bureau of Statistics estimated the populatfoldlib governorate to be of
1130000 as of 2019%® In 2019, other sourcesstimated that the province [governorate] and
surrounding areas was home to nearlyndlion peoplé®’, including original residents, fighters and
IDPs from other area$® In mid-2020 IDMC reported that approximately 2@ of the 2.8nillion
population ofldlib were IDP&* In a March 2021 report, UNOCHA estimated the populatiolalldf
governorate to be of 691361542

Arabs constitute the main ethnic group, with a Turkmen minority concentrated in the +weetitern

part of the governorate, close to tHeorder with Turkey** The majority of the population is Suriif.

Shia Muslims were reported to reside in rural areas of Idlib and some Christians irShsighaur
area®®During the conflict, Shia settlements in the governorate came under attack bGastiarmed

groups. In the case of the predominantly Shia towns of Fuah and Kafriya, part of the population was
evacuated in 2017 to areas under GoS control following th@sof f SR WC2dzNJ ¢2 gy a ! 3N
saw a population exchange agreed between GaSaani-GoS armed groups®

TheDruze had a presence in Jaba{AizY Y I lj o6 dzi NBLIZ2 NI SRf& WadzFFSNBR L
Qaedaaffiliated Jabhatab dzZAa NI o0 bdza Nl CNRydoQ FyR a 2F Wk ydz !
forced to flee en masse agesult>’ Most Christians and Druze from Idlib governorate left the area

out of fear of being forced to convert to Islam, follow dress codes or having freedom of movement
restricted on womert#®

535UNOCHA, Idleb GoverndeaProfile, August 2014url, p. 22

536 REACHSYyria, Syrian Cities Damage Atlas, 16 March 200 $®p. 4546
587 UN Security Council, Report by the UN Secre@eperal on political, humanitarian and securiglated devebpments

in December 2020 and January 2021, 18 February 20R1)SDOS, Attacks on Civilians in Syria, Press Statement, 22 March

2021,url

538 Syria, Central Bureau of Statistics, Estimate of the population in Syria by governorates] n.d.,

539Mercy Corps, 44y@ian and International NGOs Call for Immediate End to Attacks on Civilians and Hospitals in Idlib, Syria,

24 May 2019url; RI, Losing Their Last Refuge; Inside Idlib's humanitarian nightmare, SeptembarnR @l 9t
SOLyiSNYFGAZ2YFE / NAAAA DNRdAzZJIE ¢ KS . Sariipp2l#6; SyfiaStudy Gioup,Fiiat T2 NJ {
Report and Recommendations, USIP, 24 September 20119, 27

541IDMC, Internal displacement 2020: Mjdar update, 2Beptember 2020yrl, p. 19

542UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, Marclu202123

543Based on reading of Map 29. Ethnic divisions in northern Syria, Balandh& B,i I NA I YA &Y RYI8YrIEpNA | Q& [ A
52

544 ACAPS, IdlebGovernorate profile, June 201dtl, p. 1

545USDQOS, International Religious Freedom Report: Syria 2@14/292020url, pp. 4, 15

546 Arfeh, H., The institutionalization of demographic change in Syria, Atlantic Council, 4 Aprill2(Réuters, Evacuations

from besieged Syrian towns end after twlay halt, 21 April 2012yl;! LZ W2 S [ SF @S 2NJ 2SS 5A8QY C2ND
{@8NRI Qa WYwSO2yOAt uhppA6BeLIQ ! ANBSYSYGas Hnamt X

547THage Ali, M., The Weaponization of Minorities in Syria and Beyond, Georgetown Journal of International Affairs, 9 January
2019,url; UN Human Rights Council, "I lost my dignity": Sexual and géaded violence in the Syrian Arab Republic, 8

March 2018url, pp. 1415

548 UN Human Rights Council, "I lost my dignity": Sexual and gédraded violence in the Syrian Arab Republic, 8 March

2018,url, p. 14
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https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2021_160_E.pdf
https://www.state.gov/attacks-on-civilians-in-syria-2/
http://cbssyr.sy/General%20census-EN.htm
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/44-syrian-and-international-ngos-call-immediate-end-attacks-civilians-and
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/506c8ea1e4b01d9450dd53f5/t/5d6fc5522c6dce000188e2c2/1567606101805/Syria+Idlib+Report+-+September+2019+-+1.0.pdf
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/197-the-best-of-bad-options%20.pdf
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/Syria%20Study%20Group%20Final%20Report.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/2020%20Mid-year%20update.pdf
https://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/syria_2021_hno_advance_copy.pdf
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/media/4137
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/12_idleb_governorate_profile_june_2014.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SYRIA-2019-INTERNATIONAL-RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM-REPORT.pdf
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/syriasource/the-institutionalization-of-demographic-change-in-syria
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-evacuations/evacuations-from-besieged-syrian-towns-end-after-two-day-halt-idUSKBN17N0LS
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/MDE2473092017ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.georgetownjournalofinternationalaffairs.org/online-edition/2019/1/9/the-weaponization-of-minorities-in-syria-and-beyond
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/1433339/1930_1527146239_a-hrc-37-crp-3.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/1433339/1930_1527146239_a-hrc-37-crp-3.pdf

Before the conflict Idlib was marginalised economically ankitipally>*® and ranked as one of the
poorest parts of Syria in terms of income, health and education in 2014.

2.1.2Conflict lackground andarmedactors

Idlib was among the first provinces to join the 2011 uprising against the Assadnment®>! The Al
Qaeda affiliate Jabhat-dlusra started in 2014 to take over Idlib from local rebel grogp€ontrol
over Idlib city fluctuated for several years between the GoS forces andatiarmed groups, until
in 2015 antiGoS armed groups maged to gain full contréf?® Idlib became the refuge for Syrians
fleeing the GoS forces, including activists and fighters from areas recaptured by tief Béteen
2016 and 2018, tens of thousands of opposition fighters and their families from soullyeia and
Homs City, were transferred to Idlib after refusing the terms of theated reconciliation agreements
with GoS* The governorate has been a stronghold of jihadist militants including Al Q&feda.

In April 2017, 83 people, including 28 childr@nd 23 women, died in a sarin gas attack on the town
of Khan Sheykhun in Idlib. Another 293 people were injured including 103 children, in this single
attack>’

{AYyOS aleé unanmtI F2fft26Ay3 Iy |3INBSYSyld o6Si6SSy
eDFfFiA2yQ INBFX FT2NJ 6KAOK (GKS OSaaliAizy 2
stipulated. It remained the only descalation zone in Syria which was not recaptured by the%oS.
However, GoS forces continued military operations in treaarecapturing half of the descalation

area by mie2018°In September 2018, a deal between Russia and Turkey reached at Sochi, created

a demilitarised zone in parts of Idlib provin@lt also stipulated the removal of heavy weapons by

armed group®! YR 2F WNJI RAOIFIE GSNNRNRA&G INPULRkEY FTNRY
established 12 military observation posts around the demilitarised area to monitor the
implementation of the agreemeff® while Russia and Iran set up their own observatiom{oin the
GosScontrolled areas surrounding the eiscalation ared®*HTS rejected the agreement and attacked
Turkishbacked rebel groups, thereby establishing more control over the Idlib area. This caused the
GoS to intervene militarily, supported by Riassnd by April 2019, the Sochi agreement had
collapseP® At the same time, the GoS was seeking control over the M5 highway, a major commercial

549 |nternational Crisis Grd> ¢ K S S&80 2F IR hLIA2vBp. F2NJ { @NAI Q&8 LRfAGZ m™m
550 ACAPS, IdlebGovernorate profile, June 2014tl, p. 1

SILYGSNYLFGA2y Lt / NARaA&a DN

profile, June 2014url, p. 4

Ly i SNYFGA2YFE / NAEAAA DNRdAzZLIZ ¢MaBh20®prip. 2F . FR hLIiA2ya FT2NJ {
553 REACHSYyria, Syrian Cities Damage Atlas, 16 March 200 $p. 4546; UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, Flash Update 2.

Situation in Idleb, 30 March 2016tl; US CRS, Armed Conflict in Syria: Overview and U.S. Response, updated 27 July 2020,

url, p. 16

54 dzy R | @ {&NRI Q& /AQGAf 21 N D2OSNWVBEFHL A OG2NB 2NJ CNRIT Sy
555 Carter Center (The), Special Report. Internal Conflict in Northwest Syria, | Sep 20§&019url, p. 1

SS6LYyGSNYFGAZ2Y L E [/ NAAA& DNRdAzZIE ¢ KS . Sarlp. 2 New YbrRTintesJiite)2lyS F2 NJ {
Sees Rising Threat in the West From Qaeda Branch in Syria, 29 Septembar|2019,

557 UNHuman Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic,

21 January 2021rl, p. 5

558 R|,Losing Their Last Refuge; Inside Idlib's humanitarian nightmare, Septembeug0p93; UN Human Rights Council,

Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 21 Januauy, 20351,

559US CRS, Armed Conflict in Syria: Overview and U.S. Response, 25 MarngH, 20119,

560RI, Losing Their Last Refuge; Inside Idlib'samitarian nightmare, September 201%, p. 4

561 UN Human Rights Council, Report of theependent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/40/70], 31 January 2018, p. 5
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563 Carter Center (The), Special Report. Internal Conflict in Northwest Syria, | Sep 204§&019url, pp. 12

4Ly G SNYFGA2YyFE / NARAA& DNRdzLE ¢KS . Sarjp.2F . FR hLiAzya F2N {
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route running through Idlib and Aleppo governorates, linking Aleppo to Damascus and the south of

the country®®® In August 2019, Syrian government forces recaptured the town of Khan Sheikhun in
42dzi KSNY LRfAOG FNBIFX F2NOAYy3 1 ¢{ (G2 NBGNBIGDP YKL
to Hama made it particularly important to the ar&d At the end ofAugust 2019, Syrian government

forces recaptured Tamaniyah and other areas north of Khan Shetkhanthe end of 2019 and in

Q1 2020, the GoS escalated the military operations in Idlib and further advanced its positions. This
offensive caused one of theorst displacement crises throughout the conflict (&ectionl.6.5).5%°
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567 Guardian (The), Rebels withdraw from key Syrian town as\psad troops advance, 20 August 20419,
568 Carter Center (The), Weekly Conflict Summary, 26 AugliSeptember 2019rl, p. 2

569US CRS, Armed Conflict in Syria: Overview and U.S. Response, 12 February 2020, 16; UN Human Rights Council,
Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 21 Januaugl, 204,
5701SW, Russia enables new Syria regime offensive in Idlib, 7 Februarpy020,
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During the offensive in 2019 and the beginning26R0, civilian infrastructure was attacked and
destroyed including hospitals, markets, bakeries, schools and agricultural resétiidesdreds of
civilians were killed, including women and childféh.

Human Rights Watch described the April 2048rch 202 military offensive by the GoS and the
Russian forces as follows:

WeKS EfAFYOS I dzyOKSR R21TSya 2F AN YR 3N dz
violation of the laws of war, striking homes, schools, healthcare facilities, and markie¢s

places where people live, work, and study. They used cluster munitions, incendiary weapons,

YR AYLINRPOAASR aol NNBf o02Yo0aé Ay LRLzZFGSR | N
1,600 civilians, destroyed and damaged civilian infrastructame, forced the displacement of

an estimated 1.4nillionLJS 2 5% S @ Q

¢KS [/ 2dzyOAf 2y C2NBA3IYy wStflFriAz2ya RSAONAOGSR GKS
nine-year wag"

Anti-GoS armed groups

In January 201%ayat Tahrir aBham HTS) seed large areas of Idlib governorate following clashes
with rival armed group®® and byAugust 2019 controlled over 9% of Idlib governorate, alongside
adjacent parts of northern Hama and western Aleppo governordfesccording to February 2020 US
estimates, HTS had betweer0@0 to 10000 fighters, or mor&’, whereas UN estimates of January
2020 were between 1200 and 1900 fighters>’®In February 2021, the UN estimated HTS ha@Qm
fighters, mainly Syriarfé HTS is sanctioned by the UN agmdrist organisatior?®®

HTS became the dominant actor in the Idlib at€dt also established an administrative boglyhe
Salvation Government as a rival of the Syrian Interim Governfi€RITS controls the import and
distribution of fuel through a comamy called Watad Petroleum, ensuring earnings at approximately

571UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independentratéonal Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
[A/HRC/42/51], 15 August 2018tl, p. 1; OHCHR, Increasing airstrike casualties in Syria being ignBesthelet, 26 July

2019, url; WHO, WHO deeply concerned about deteriorating health conditions in northwest Syria, 25 December2019,

USDOD, Opeiah 2y LYKSNBy (i wSaz2f @Sz [SIR LyalLlSOG2N)I DSYSNYf wSLI2 N
2019, 4 February 2020, p. 10; International BA 8 A & DNR dzZLJE ¢ KS 9f SPHSY (K | 2dzNJ F2NJ L Rf A
2020,url, p. 1

572 OHCHR, Increasing airstrike casualties in Syria being igoRathelet, 26 July 201%rl; UN Security Council,
Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393
(2017), 2401 (@18) and 2449 (2018), Report of the Secret@sneral [S/2019/674], 21 August 20181, p. 1; UN News,
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USDL million per month. HTS reportedly also controls humanitarian aid and imposes taxes on local
businesses§®

According to Syria expert Aron LGff)A Y H A my
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imposing religious dress codes disproportionately affecting women and girls, and also denying their
freedom of movement without a male relativé¢ KS ' b NBLRZ2 NIGSR 1 ¢{ waeadSyl
and codes of conduct on civilians living in areadaunts control that are fundamentally contrary to

human rights, including the right to life, liberty and security of person, to freedom of movement, to
freedom of expression and to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. Througbpsetfted

courti = | I & Q kSham¢énknfb&td hisiue Inficted harsh penalties and executed persons perceived
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HTS seized property and housés.
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As of 11April 2021, HT®/as still the dominant group in the Idlib enclave, and continued to crack down
on defectors from its ranks and other armed opposition groups perceived as a threat to their control,
particularly Hurras abin (HAD¥®, an Al Qaeddinked group thatsplit from HTS in 2018° The UN
estimated that, as of February 2021, HAD had betwe®0@® and 2500 fighters, although it was
weakened by leadership losses and overshadowed by HTS. HTS also regularly arrests I1SI fighters.

Groups composed of mainlyrieign fighters operate under the authority of HTS. One of these groups
is Khattab ABhishani Brigade (Chechen fightefs)who claimed responsibility for attacks dime
TurkishRussian joint patrols on the M4 highway in July and August.Z82Mother sub group is
Katiba alTawhid wallihad (KTJ, Central Asian fight&?$).

Other antiGoS armed groups are predominantly Islamist groups, having different relations with
Turkey®> YR @gK2 WKIFG@S Iy | YOA3dz2 dzE% TAdNdost dnpaaat 2 G A O NJ
ones arethe National Liberation Front (N Turkiskbacked alliance of oppositiearmed group®®-

583UN Security Council, Twersgventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant

2 NBaz2tdziA2y wHocy 0 HnQaidaan®assoCefelifdvidiAls and entities (3F-ebianaz@ADS ! f

-

584 Aron Lund is fellow at the Century Foundation and guest researcher at the Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI). He has published widely on the Middle ®agh Africa region, includg three books about Syria. For more
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which merged with the SNA in October 28f9andthe Turkistan Islamic Party (TIPa Uighur
Chinesedominated jihadist militant faction present aund the city of Jisr éhughour in western
Idlib %8 TIP is also callethe Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM), and Ha803to 4500
members®® There were other smaller Islamist groups present in the Idlib area, including Ansar al
Tawhid, a splinter of JabhatBlsra, that was active in around the townsS#Hrageb and Sarmff

Ansar Abu Bakr al Siddiq (AABS) is a relatively small group thgegdlallegiance to Al Qaeda and
actively opposes the presence of Turkish forces in Idlib. It claimed responsibility for several attacks
against Turkish troops in Idlib in 20%1.

Further information on HTS and other a0S armed groups operating in Idi#® available in

Section1.4.41 I & QI { -Shdm&htiFedtidnt.4.50ther antigovernment armed groups in the Idlib
area Detailed information on the an50S arme groups is available in tHeASO COI Report: Sygia
Actors (December 2019)

Syrian Arab Army and affiliated armed groups

According toGregory Waters for International Review, deployments of the SAA in Idlib governorate
in 2019 included predominantly units of the Republican Guard, followed by those offAerps and

the 5" Corps®®? For deployments of the SAA in Idlib governorate asl@March2020 see
Section2.1.2.2 of theEASO COI Report: Syrecurity situationNlarch2020)

According to a Human Rights Watclpoet which documented the GoS offensive on Idlib from April
2019 to March 2020, the main GoS units involved in the offensive included"thed4s" Corps, the
25" Division (Tiger Forces), the Palestinian militia Liw@uals and the ND¥3

The SAA isupported by Russian air force and Haacked militia$® US Secretary of State Michael
Pompeo assessed in a January 2020 statement that GoS military operations in Idlib were reinforced
by Russian, Iranian and Hezbollah fortés.

In March 2021, Gregory &ters reported on the presence of the Tiger For@#, Division's Tarmeh
Regiment fighters in Ma'arrat-&lu'man in Idlib governorafé®, the presence of the 8th Division and
Republican Guard units in southern I8liband on the Air Force Intelligencenteacting out work
with the Tiger Forces' Sheikh Khalid Dhaher Gf&tp.

Turkey

Turkey had 12 military observation points around the Idlieedealation zone which were set up after
the 2018 deal. In the beginning of 2020, several of these posts have coder fire or were
surrounded by GoS forcé¥.! i GKS alyYS GAYSSY WASGOSNITQ ¢dzNJAaA
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following SAA military operations in Idlib, prompting Turkish retaliatory att&€kghe Turkish
Ministry of Defence reported that it had hiMlp { & N& | Y ndutrahed R Syrianyfrivitarid
personnel!! Turkish observation points in Idlib were reinforced with armoured personnel carriers
and tanks of Turkish Armed Forces (TA#Additional armed vehicles and fighters were deployed by
Turkey on its border with Syri&?®By midFebruary 2020, Turkey was reported to have masse@i80
troops and armour on the Syrian border and to have sed@® troops to Idlib. Additionally, it had set
up military posts in the vicinity of Idlib city/

At the end of February 2020, following a GoS attack, Turkey launched operation Spring Shield, which
halted the GoS advanéé&.

Ly GKS aSO2yR KIFIfF 2F HnunX NBLERZ2NIA AYRahi® 6§SR ¢c
as they were also reportedlyuilding up troops again in 202Y’.In March 2021, France24 quoted a

Western diplomat interviewed by AFP, who stated that Turkey ha005troops in the Idlib

enclave®®

ISIL

ISIL had a presence in nomtrest Syria since 2013, but was largely defeateltbdang the GoS

offensive in Idlib in February 20%8and a following HTS crackdown on the group and its affili&fes.

On 270ctober2019, former US President Donald Trump announced the death of ISIL leader Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi following a raid by US SpkEorces in Idlib governoraté: According to the US Defense
LYdStftA3aSyOS 1 3Syo0e O2@SNAY3I vn HaAMPI Wl ¢{ NIvy]la
elements in Idlib Province routinely attack HTS positions and leaders. In the last y&ay}, [2TS

publicly took credit for targeting ISIS leaders in the provifée
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During the reference periodSIL was reported to have maintained a latent presence in +edlel
Idlib.5231n 2021, the Idlib descalation area continued to belaf A YAGSR &1 FS KI @Sy Q>
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2.1.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

Security trends in 2022021

In 2020, the GoS forces andeth allies continued their offensive to retake Idlib governorate from
variousantD2 { I N¥SR 3INRdzZLJAX | WNBYIFIAYyAy3d 206ail Of SQ 2
F£f 2F { &Rk Jatuary 2030Nau3ivé girdtikes were conducted ass Idlib governorate

in which barrel bombs were used. Civilian communities were also affected by shelling. The airstrikes

hit civilian locations such as markets and a mosque, in which numbers of civilians were killed and
injured %2 The GoS forces capturéte strategic towns of Maaret alumarf?’ and Saragets®located

at the intersection of the key highways linking Damascus to Aléfigs of late February 2020, the

GoS offensive advanced also in eastern 4#liland frontlines shifted rapidl§?* The UN called the

government and prgyovernment aerial bombardment across the newtlest in February 2020, to be
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groups included mutual artillery shelling and ground clashes with high numbers of castiaffies.

offensive resulted in direct fighting between GoS forces and Turkish forces arg&RuGsian airstrike

on a Turkish convoy killed 33 Turkish soldiers in Idlib dRebruary20205% This triggered Turkey to

launch Operation Spring Shield in order to stop the GoS offensive ingtdidsnorate®* Military

activity along the frontline areasubsequently increased, with several towns and villages, including
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Saragb, changing control multiple time$®> Rosemary DiCarlo, the UN Un¢®ecretaryGeneral for
Political and Peacebuilding Affairs, described the situation in late February 202@asfoll

Ye¢KS aSOdaNRAGe aArildz GA2y KlFa O2yilAnttiz&Rnne2 IANF O
days, Syrian Government forces, with support from the Russian Federation air force, have
continued to advance, taking a large swath of villages in swathdlib. Air strikes also continue

in both frontline areas and population centres far removed from the fighting. During the same

period, nonState armed groups launched a counggtack in eastern Idlib, retaking the city of

Saragib, which they lost t8yrian Government forces in recent weeks. This action cut the Syrian
D2OSNYyYSyiQa O2yiaNRft 2F GKS adGNIrGS3IAO0 ap KA
supporting role in this operatiaf®®*®

TheColwrote in a February 2020 statement that:

WA Y ( KoSveeks| aitacks dnecivilian infrastructure, including schools, markets, and medical
facilities causing civilian casualties, including many girls and boys, have been reported. The
deliberate and systematic targeting of hospitals follows a pattern alreadymiented by the
Commission, and may amount to war crimes. Continuing such attacks has been, and remains,
completely unacceptabl&®’

On 6March2020, a ceasefire in the Idlib area took effect, which was brokered by Russia and Turkey,
whereby asecurity corridor stretching Bm to the north and &m to the south of the M4 highway

was established, where joint Russian and Turkish patrols would be c&fiete first of such patrols

took place on 18arch2020%*° More joint patrols followed on different parts of the corridor
throughout the period March to July 2020 and Turkey continued to establish military outposts in the
area. These patrols led to protests and conflict between Turkish forces and HTS, followEd by
attacks targeting the patrols, which in turn evoked Russian/GoS air and artillery strikes against
opposition areas in Idlib in July 2020. Russia stopped the joint patrols in August 2020 and Turkish
forces continued patrolling without Russian forcesmAd confrontations increased again in the
areas4

The March2020ceasefire resulted in a lull in airstrikes and a reduction in the shelling irf1bIED
incidents however continued to occff? In May 2020, hostilities between nestate armed groups
picked up in Idlib leading to a worsening security situation aéf&iAs from June 2020, shelling and

635 UN Security Council, Report by the UN Secre@emperal on political, humanitarian and secwiigjated developments

in February and March 2020, 23 April 20drl, pp. 23

636 UN, Security Council: Syria, 28 February 2080,
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ENR2EFY | aANBS { & Nditth talk§ b BSh R028rl; UNFSechiiy Cobundil,(Report by the UN Secretary
General on political, humanitem and securityelated developments in February and March 2020, 23 April 202(0p. 2
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by the UN Secretargeneral on political, humanitarian and secuiigfated developments in February and March 2020, 23
April 2020 url, pp. 23

640 Carter Center (the), The Russigiarkish Joint Patrols in Idlib Governorate [interactive map], Syria Conflict Mapping, 17
February 2021yrl; UN Securitouncil, Report by the UN Secret&gneral on political, humanitarian and secuigfated
developments in February and March 2020, 23 April 2080pp. 23

641UNOCHA, Syrian Arabic Republic, Recent Develagsnm Northwest Syria, Situation report no. 10, as of 12 March 2020,
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642 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, Recenedpments in Northwest Syria, Situation report no. 13, as of 1 May 2620,
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643UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, Recent Developments in NorthwiasS8yation report no. 14, as of 15 May 20af,
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clashes increased agétfy including in Idlib city and rural areas to the west of it where the violence
W3 Ay Qe résulird in movement restrictions gthemporary closure of some roads, and civilian
Ol & dz-5f Dufng theCsecond half of 2020, hostilities took place along the M5 and south of the M4
highway. Intensified shelling and airstrikes were reported, affecting civiifans.

Also in 2021, fightig continued along the M4 and M5 highways in areas in Idlib governorate inhabited
by some 40@00 people’*” Yaily shellingintermittent airstrikes, and Hfighting between norstate

I N SR 3 NP dzLJ4%iShalling affécied sauthBrnsrira IfifBand airstrikes affected civilian
inhabited areas in northern IdIitf° The UN Security Council reported in February 2021:

WLy { KaBst, hechidsefire in the Idlib eescalation area was interspersed with air strikes,
artillery shelling and occasionalids across contact lines. Mutual shelling was concentrated in
locations south of the M4 highway, with some shelling directed at areas situated north of the
highway. Raids and grousizhsed clashes remained local, limited and intermittent. Aerial
bombardnent predominantly focused on locations south of the M4 highway, with some
NELR2NISRt&e GFlAy3a LI OS y2NIK 27T @SKadn, whitlBK g &
has been designated a terrorist group by the Security Council, reportedly furtheolodated

its power inside the Idlib descalation area, while also experiencing some pushback from local
IANER d?tJa o Q

Human Rights Watch assessed the systematic and strategic targeting of civilian infrastructure by the
GoS and Russian forces in their offimes, killing hundreds of civilians in air and ground stfi%e&3uch
indiscriminate attacks continued in 202%.

In March 2021, airstrikes affected civiliarhabited areas in Sarmada and Qah in northern Idlib and

Kafr Shalaya in south Idlib. Shellingwted on a daily basis in frontline areas throughout Iéfitb.

There were furthermore reports of Russian planes bombing the town of Benin, soutf®jdibS

shelling of villages near Arit%§ y R aKStf Ay3a o6& 2 LILI2 &N Tukighyfroopst D2 {
continued to be targeted by noestate armed groups through IEDs and attacks against their armed
vehicles?®®
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In 2020 and 2021, HTS also clashed with other armed opposition groups in Idlib, arrested opposition
leaders and members in order &ssure its dominance over Idf.

REACH reported that from November 2020 until March 2021, arounc®s@nd more of interviewed
key informants (KIs) of the district of Ariha reported violent conflict as a threat to their communities,
with airstrikes as a commonly reported risk. In Idlib distticis amounted to 1006 of the Kls in the
subdistricts of Sarmin and Teftnaz. Also other subdistricts in Idlib governorate this risk was
regularly reported, e.g. in Kafr Takharim (Harim district), and Badama&&§#§&hugur)®?

As of March 2021HTS and other ami50S armed groups controlléde north-western part of Idlib
governorate, while the GoS was in control of the areas in the southern part of the governorate,
including the M5 highwa$f?

See als@ectionl.5.4 Areas in northwest Syria under ant0S armed groups control

Security incidents

During the reporting period there were @2 security incidents recorded by ACLED in Idlib
governorate, of whom 213 were coded as explosions/remote violence, Bdttles and 128 incidents
of violence against civilia

The highest number of security incidents were recorded between January and March(Q€20
Figurel?), after which the level of security incidents remained largely stable throughout the reporting
period.
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Figure 12Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians in Idlib
governorate in between January2020 and 3March2021, based on ACLED déta
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662 Based on reading of maps in ISW, Syria Situation Report: Februaidreh 22, 2021, 25 Mahc2021,url; Liveuamap,
Syria, 26 March 20211

663 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLt&DA@AED, Curated Data Files, Middle East (9 April 20R1),
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Idlib governorateg Security incidents

District Battles Remote ViOIe.n(.:? SR

.~~~ violence civilians

F'f al QNI 249 1304 5

Ariha 129 1190 7

Harim 33 39 53

Idlib 213 582 49
JisrAsh Shugur 17 98 14

Total 641 3213 128

Figure 13. Security events coded battles, explosions/remote violencevialghce against civilians in Idlib governorate
between 1Januan2020 and 3March2021. Breakdown by district based on ACLED data

During the reporting period, security incidents occurred in all districts of the governorate, with the
largest overallnumbdd 6 SAy 3 NBO2NRSR Ay (KS RAAGNRARGER 2F | f
Shugur(seeFigurel3).

The following norexhaustive list of security incidents illustrates the nature of the violence and its
impact on the civilian population:

f Onllanaryh nH NS WAYGSYyaAgdS ANBRGNAR{SAaQ Ay RAFFSN
killed 21 civilians, including 8 children and 5 women, and injured around 75 pdple.

1 On 15Januan2020, airstrikes on an industrial area and a market in Idlib city killed 19 civilians
and injured at least 68 others. An airstrike on the same day in Ariha city on a market injured
WiSya 2 Alsola$lahudr dther airstrikes in the south of idkilled 8 people
including 5 children. Another 23 were wounded, including 9 chil@f&Human Rights Watch
reported 22 civilian deaths for the attack in Idlib &ty.

1 On 29January2020, air strikes destroyed the Ariha Surgical Hospalabknown as theal-
Shami hospital), killing at least 14 civilians and wounding at least another 66. There were
reasonable grounds to believe the strikes were carried out by Rtf8sia.

1 On 11lFebruary2020, an airstrike on a commercial area in Idlib city killed 12 civiiads
injured 45 otherg®°

1 On 25February2020, an airstrike hit the Central Hospital (also known as the Governor
Hospital) in Idlib city, wounding at least four civilidffAlso on 29-ebruani nH N X Wl Yy | A NR
hit Rural Munib Kamisha schodidling 11 civilians, injuring more than 40 and completely
destroying the facility. Eight of those killed were children, two girls and six boys, all below the
age of 15. The school was reportedly being used as a shelter for internally displaced
LISNARZ Yy adQ
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671 UN Security Council, Report by the UN Secre@eperal on political, humanitarian and secwriglated developments
in February and March 2020, 23 April 2020, pp. 1617
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f On3March202 WI G tSIFad Mo OAQGAtAlIYyaI AyOfdzRAYy3I 7
civilians, including 3 women and 6 boys, were injured by a reported grbased strike that
tFyYRSR AY2 LRfAD OAGE®Q

 OnS5Marchu nunx Wl G f,%kldding Smomed and R §irks - wérd killed and 21
civilians, including 4 women, 1 boy and 1 girl, were injured by a reported air strike that hit
YSENI I aKSEtGSNI F2NI AYOGSNYFff&RAALIE F OSR LISNE:

1 On 15March2020, HTS executed &vitian reportedly due to affiliation with the G&3.

f Oni17?archh nunx Wig2 RAALIELFFOSR OAGAfAlya o02yS 42
OAGAtAlLYya 6SNB Ay2dz2NBR FFFGSNI FNYSR Of I aKS N

displaced personis Kafr Lusin villag@™

T On3Augustt nHNS WHKNBS OAGAtALya 6SNB {AfttSR FyR

impacted in a makeshift internally displaced persons camp near the town of Binnish in eastern

NHzNJ ¢ L Rf A 6 ®Q

f  On 14Augustd n H n Zcivilafisén@re killed and one was injured after a reported landmine
detonated in agricultural land near Nayrab in eastern rural @iib

f On15Augusti nHNYX WYyAyS OAGAfAlFIYyA 6SNB Aya2dz2NBR
agricultural land near Khan Slidmun in southern rural 1dlil®8

 On 3September nH NI WuMm OAGAfAlIyar AyOfdzZRAYy3 H
AYLINREOAASR SELX 284A03S RSOAOS Gl OKSR G2 |
in northern rural Idlil®®

 On7SeptembeH nuHny Wig2 OABAfAlLYya 6SNB {AfftSR FyR

injured after several grountlased strikes reportedly landed in the city of Ariha in southern
rural Idlib. On the same day, a civilian was injured when reported grbasdd strikes
impacted in the town of Kansafrah in southern rural 1€¥

1 On 4November2020, artillery shelling in Ariha district in Idlib affected multiple communities,
killing at least eight civilians and injuring 13 oth&¥s.

1 On23DecembeH n H sciliattas killed and another was injured when a reported vehicle
borne improvised explosive device was detonated near the B&taada border crossing in
northern rural Idlib®?

1 On 18March2021, a humanitarian worker was killed and 5 other civiliapgéa in crosdire
in Idlib governoraté®?
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1 On21March2021, airstrikes in Sarmada and Qah areas in Idlib killed 3 civilians, and impacted
on humanitarian ai¢®*

1 On8April2021, the Syrian government forces attacked a vehicle in south Idlib, killing 7 people
including 2 women and 3 childreff®

Civilianfatalities

Month VDC 2020 SNHR 2020 VDC 2021 SNHR 2021
January 146 123 8 17
February 124 128 14 25
March 46 50 15 19
April 6 12
May 1 15
June 7 21
July 2 9
August 30 24
September 13 18
October 20 29
November 22 24
December 2 18
Total 419 471 37 61

Figure 14. Civilian fatalities as a result of armed conflilingovernorate in 2020 and first three months of 2021. Monthly
breakdown based on VDC and SNHR data

In 2020, Idlib recorded between 419 (VDC dstand 47 %87 civilian fatalities (SNHR dat¥) the
secondhighest number of civilian fatalities recorddryy VDCand the highest number of civilian
fatalities recorded by SNHRut of any province in SyriBetween 226 (VDC data) and 28 (SNHR
data) of all civilian fatalities documentéy the two sourcesdluring the year were in Idlib governorate.
Most civilian faalities were documented in the first two months of 2020.

684 UNOCHA, Syrian Arabic Republic, Recent Developments in Northwest Syria, Situation report no. 26, as of 26 March 2021,
U_rl, p 2

685 Cutts, M., [Twitter], posted on: 9 April 202drl; Mark Cultts is the UIDeputy Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for

Syria.

686 Based on monthly civilian fatalities figures &820-2021shared by VDC with EASO

687In a January 2021 report, SNHR menti4n2 civilian fatalities in Idlib in 2020. This figure is the result of a revision of their
data. EASO email correspondence with SNHR, 22 April 382 SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 1,734 Civilians

in Syria in 2020, including 99 in December, 1 January 202p, 12

688Based on data extracted from monthly reports on civilian casualties published by SNHR. See: SNHR, 286 Civilians, including
Four Medical and Civil Defense Personnel, Documented Killed in Syria in Januady R&2@ary 202Qrl, p. 8; SNHR, 276
Civilians, including Six Medical Personnel and Two Media Workers, Documented Killed in Syriaaiy BBy 1 March
2020,url, p. 8; SNHR, 145 Civilians, including Two Medical Peris@otimented Killed in Syria in March 2020, 1 April 2020,

url, p. 9; SNHR, 78 Civilians, inclgd®ne Media Workers, Documented Killed in Syria in April 2020, 1 May#(310,10;

SNHR, 125 Civilians Datented Killed in Syria in May 2020, including Eight Who Died Due to Torture and One Massacre, 1
June 2020url, p. 10; SNHR, 1,006 Civilians, including three Media Workers and 12 Medical and Civil Defense Personnel,
Documented Killed in Syria in the First Half of 2020, 1 July 2820, 16; SNHR, 107 Civilians, including 26 Children and 11
Women, Documented Killed in Syria in July 2020, 2 August 262@, 10; SNHR, 122 Civilians, including 21 Children and
Seven Women, Documented Killed in Syria in August 2020, 1 SeptembeuflPp0,10; SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims

the Lives of 102 Civilians, including 15 Children, 10 Women, Three Medical Personnel and 12 VictimsoBueetd T
October 2020url, p. 9; SNHR, ExtrajuiitKilling Claims the Lives of 126 Civilians, including 18 Children, Eight Women, One
Media Worker and 10 Victims Due to Torture, 1 November 2020p. 10; SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 172
Civilians, including 16 Children, 11 Women, and 30 Victims Due to Torture, 1 DecembarrR@2®; SNHR, Extrajudicial

Killing Claims the Lives of 1,734 Civilians in Syria in 2020, including 99 in December, 1 Janualy 2024,

76


https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20210326_sitrep_26_final.pdf
https://twitter.com/MarkCutts/status/1380535803760287745
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_1734_Civilians_in_Syria_in_2020_Including_99_in_December_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/286_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_January_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Documenting_the_killing_of_276_civilians_including_6_medical_and_2_media_cadres_in_Syria_in_February_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Documenting_the_killing_of_145_civilians_including_2_medical_personnel_in_Syria_in_March_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/78_Civilians_including_One_Media_Worker_Documented_Killed_in_Syria_in_April_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/125_Civilians_Documented_Killed_in_Syria_in_May_2020_including_Eight_Who_Died_Due_to_Torture_and_One_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/1006_Civilians_including_Three_Media_Workers_and_12_Medical_and_Civil_Defense_Personnel_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/107_Civilians_including_26_Children_and_11_Women_Documented_Killed_in_Syria_in_July_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/122_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_August_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_102_Civilians_including_15_Children_10_Women_Three_Medical_Personnel_and_12_Victims_Due_to_Torture_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/126_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_October_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/172_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_November_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_1734_Civilians_in_Syria_in_2020_Including_99_in_December_en.pdf

According to AOAV, in 2020 Idlilas the secondavorst impactedgovernorateby explosive violence,
with 998 civilian casualties recorded, decreasefrom 2019 when AOAV recordegi824 civilian
casualies®®

Human Rights Watch documented 46 ground and air attacks by Suissian forces on civilian
objects and infrastructure in Idlib governorasdone which took place between March 2019 and
March 2020. The attacks led to at least 224 civilians kateti561 wounded®

Reporting on the situation in December 2020 and January 2021, the UN Security Council reported in
February 2021:

W/ AGAtEAlLYya 6SNBE (1Aff SR -bagdd strkgsandshIEhBn Idlia and  NB & d
western Hama and armedashes between and within various armed groups in the nosist,
Y2NIKSNY yR SFHadSNyYy LINIa 2F GKS O2dzy i NE @Q

In the first three months of 2021, VDC documented 37 civilian fatalities in Idlib governorate, while
SNHR documented 61 civilian fatalities.

Infrastructure damage and explosives remnants of war

REACH reported that as ofAlgust2016, in and around the city of Idlib, 275 buildings had been
destroyed, 339 severely damaged, and 623 moderately dam&géd. of June 2018, 311 buildings

were reportedas destroyed, 418 as severely damaged and 686 as moderately damaged, with highest
damage density in the city centf& REACH furthermore reported that as of May 2019 for several sub

districts in the south of Idlib governorate and around the southern basddithe province, between

4% and > 2F | ANAKROdzf (GdzNIF £ f I yRa KIFIR NBOSyidooe o6SSy
acres®® Based on the Syria Mulsiector Needs Assessment of 2020, the Shelter Cluster assessed that

in Idlibgovernorate 29.6% of the population was living in damaged buildirzgsl an additional 17.26

in seltsettled campg®®

Human Rights Watch compared satellite images of the town of Maafdtiahan in southern Idlib

from before and after the GoS took control over itJanuary 2020. Imagery recorded in May 2020
AK26SR RSA0GNHz2OGAZ2YS RSONR& YR NUzooftS ONRAaa (K¢
1S AYTFTNI AadNUHOGdZNE aK26SR WKSF@eé RIYI3ISQd alye o
and explosive&®

{1 @S GKS / KAfRNBY NBLRNISR GKFIG a 2F abeOK HAHT
had been destroyed, damaged or out of order due to insecurity, whilst an additional 74 schools have
0SSYy WdzaSR | a4 akKSft (SN e UNIrepdrtedittatairsBikeih 2000y 3 02
damaged or destroyed schodf.The UN Security Council noted that between December 2020 and

689 AOAV, Explosive Violence Monitor 2020, March 2081p. 12
69 To document the 46 incidents, Human Rights Watch interviewed 113 victims and witnesses of the attacks, as well as
healthcare and rescue workers, teachers, local authorities, and experts on the Syrian and Russian militaries. Human Rights
Watch examined deens of satellite images and over 550 photographs and videos taken at the attack sites, as well as logs of
204SNISNBE 6K2 Y2yAiU2NBR {&8NRIY YR wdzaaAly FANONIFOG Ay (KS
Strikes on Civilian Infrasicture, October 2020url, p. 47

691 UN Security Council, Report by the UN Secre@eperal on political, humanitarian and secwiigjated developments

in December 2020 and Janya2021, 18 February 202drl, pp. 3 and 5

692REACH, Syr@aCity of Idleb, Shelter Damage Assessment as of 1 August 2016 [box: daemaje23 October 2016url

693 REACH, Syria, Syrian cities damage atlas, 16 Marchu2D1. 4546

694REACH, SyrigNorthwest, Burned Agricultural Land as of'2day 2019, 4 June 2018¢l

695 Global Shelter Cluster, Syrian Arab Republic: Whole of Syria Shelter/NFI Sector Humanitarian Needs Overview 2021, 1
March 2021 url, pp. 6, 8

6% w2 3 NEGSGAY3 [AFS Ay LREAOGEZ {&@NAFY | yR wizpassaey { GiNR]1Sa 2y
697 Save the Children, Idlib, Syria: Two schools a day dahmagebandoned during escalation in fighting, 16 March 2020,

698 UN Security Council, Report by the UN Secre@eperal on plitical, humanitarian and securielated developments

in February and March 2020, 23 April 2020, pp. 56; UN Security Council, Report by the UN Secrea&ameral on political,

humanitarian and securityelated developments in October and November 2020, 11 December 2820,
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https://aoav.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Explosive-Violence-Monitor-2020-V3-single-pages.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2039286/syria1020_0.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2021_160_E.pdf
https://www.impact-repository.org/document/reach/95c26b0a/reach_syr_damage_assessment_idleb_1aug16_a3_0.pdf
https://www.impact-repository.org/document/reach/34fdf72c/reach_thematic_assessment_syrian_cities_damage_atlas_march_2019_reduced_file_size_3.pdf
https://www.impact-repository.org/document/reach/63ad180f/reach_syr_map_idleb_burnedland_04june2019_a3.pdf
https://www.sheltercluster.org/sites/default/files/docs/wos_snfi_hno2021_analysis_1.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2020/10/syria1020_web.pdf
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/idlib-syria-two-schools-day-damaged-or-abandoned-during-escalation-fighting
https://undocs.org/S/2020/327
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/S_2020_1195_E.pdf

January 2021UNICEF recorded one incident of hostilities causing damage to educational facilities
during thereporting period namely, AlSabbagh school in Ariha was hit by a roéket.

Reporting on the major military offensive between April 2019 and March 28@than Rights Watch
stated thathealth care infrastructure was regularly damaged or destroyed in &iestor shelling®

In 2020, WHO recorded 8 attacks on health dalitiesin Idlib, the most of any governorates in
Syria’ Airstrikes targeting civilian infrastructure, including industrial and commercial areas occurred
in 2020 and 2021 in Idligovemorate.”?

UNMAS stated the following for Idlib among other places in Syria

Yhe presence of explosive ordnance causes injuries and death, limits safe access to services and
impedes the delivery of humanitarian aid. While everyone in contaminated areasrisk,
children, farmers, construction workers and people on the move are particularly vulnerable.
Residential areas and key infrastructure, such as roads, schools, health centres, agricultural
land, and settlements remain unsafe or unserviceable becafseontamination, further
compounding the social and economic impact of the crisis and possibilities for recovery. Ever
increasing numbers of casualties from which a large number of survivors sustain permanent
impairments, further contribute to heightengn the demand on overwhelmed health
AaSNPROSaPQ

Unexploded cluster ammunition or other ordnances in Idlib causes a threat to civilians living in the

area. Especially children who play with or collect scrap metal or objects are at risk of becoming

victims.”04

Displacement and return

According to a humanitarian official interviewed by Aron Lund in August 2018, an estimaf®® 90
people have been transferred to Idlib as part of surrender agreements in 2018 “atone.

From January to December 2019, Idlib tiael highest number of IDP movements in Syria, registering
1096000 IDP movements to or within the governorate, of which 880 were IDP movements within

the governorate while the rest came mainly from Hama (around@®» and Aleppo (around 1D0)
goveanorates. Most IDP movements from Idlib during 2019 were to Aleppo governorate (around
285000)/0¢

699 UN Security Council, Report by the UN Secre@ewperal on political, humanitarian and secwiigjated developments

in December 2020 and January 2021, 18 February 20R1. 6

0] w23y ¢l NBSGAYT [ATFTS Ay LREAGEST {&@NALY | iRppweEa; 5366;y { G NR 1 S
THT {88 +ft&2Y LI Wb2¢4KSNB A& &l ¥S8 ¥ 2Wwskt®#iQI1Mgy2020p Fdz£ | Gd+ O
701WHO, Health Cluster, Attacks ondiith care in Syria 1 Jgr81 Dec 2020, 31 December 202,

702]SW, Syria Situation Report: February- March 22, 2021url; UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, Recent Developments in

Northwest Syria Situation Report No. 7, as of 29 January 202, LJP T T |1 w2 X a¢FNHSGAYy3I [ATFTS Ay
Strikes on Civilian Infrastructure, October 20a@, pp. 7882

703UNMAS, Syria, in: Where do we work, updated October 2020,

704 Syria Relief, gearold killed by unexploded cluster bomb in Idlib, possibly 364 days after the initial attdeanuary

2021, available fromurl; SOHR, Old ordnance | Explosion injures child in western Idlib, 15 May202RW, Syria: Cluster

Munition Attack on School, 22 January 2020; MEE, In pictures: In northern Syria, recyclingmants of war is a family

business, 3 April 2024yl; Daily Sabah, More than 560,000 Syrians return despite d@aseiolations, 27 April 202Lirl;

TRT, The War in Syria: UN says cluster bombs used on civilians in Idlib [YouTube video], 13 Augds&3@aRelief, Two

children injured by unexploded cluster munition in Idlib, 5 Ma26R1,url; Enab Baladi, Syrian families make a living out of

recycling remnants of war [Image gallery], 5 March 20, SOHR, In 72 hours | Man and three children killed by war

remnant in different parts of Syria, 5 May 202i]; New Arab (The), Two children killed, three injured in Syria mine

explosions, 19 July 2020Qrl; HALO Trust (The), A hidden egemncy, Why explosive ordnance contamination must be

addressed now in NorthVest Syria, 202Qrl, p. 9

5[ dzy RT ! @X {@NA Ll Qa [/ AQGAft 2 Hid@pSwBisipeigte eyearchAgeoy, DétBmber ROIEGC NR T Sy
url, p. 54

706 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Stock and Flow Dat&)elar2019url
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https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2021_160_E.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2020/10/syria1020_web.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE24/2089/2020/en/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wos_attacks_on_health_care_dec_2020_v1_final.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/SITREP%2022%20MAR%202021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/nw_syria_sitrep7_20200129.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2020/10/syria1020_web.pdf
https://www.unmas.org/en/programmes/syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/6-year-old-killed-unexploded-cluster-bomb-idlib-possibly-364-days-after
https://www.syriahr.com/en/216309/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/01/22/syria-cluster-munition-attack-school
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syria-idlib-shrapnel-ordnance-recycling-conflict
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/more-than-560000-syrians-return-despite-cease-fire-violations/news
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yT_tQ2liWhI
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/two-children-injured-unexploded-cluster-munition-idlib
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2021/04/syrian-families-make-a-living-out-of-recycling-remnants-of-war/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/215507/
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/two-children-killed-three-injured-syria-mine-explosions
https://www.halotrust.org/media/7380/halo-report-northwest-syria_web.pdf
https://www.foi.se/rest-api/report/FOI-R--4640--SE
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idps_movement_overview_2019_final.pdf

As of November 2019, the Idlib and northern Aleppo enclave hostedniilli@n IDPS%” The GoS
military offensive in Idlib between December 2019 and MarcB28aused nearly 96000 new
displacements to northern Idlib and Alep@8.IDMC reported most were displaced for a second or
third time.”® Following the March 2020 ceasefire, tens of thousands of those disptateched to
their places of origir*°

For the year 2020, UNOCHA reported20000 IDP movements frorar within Idlib governorate,
1030000 IDP movements to or within the governorate and 820 IDP movements within the
governorate’!

UNOCHA reported for January 2021009 displacements from lit governorate, 1300 within the
governorate and 1900 into Idlib governoraté? and for February 2021, 1800 displacements from
Idlib governorate, 1800 within the governorate and 1400 to Idlib governoraté'® For March 2021,
UNOCHA reported 180 dsplacements from Idlib governorate, BDO within the governorate and
15200 to Idlib governoraté*

In terms of IDP returns for 2019, Idlib had around080 IDP return movements to or within the
governorate, of which 7800 were IDP return movements Wwih the governorate, while the rest came
from Aleppo and Hama governoraté$.Also for 2020, UNOCHA reported ZI00 IDP return
movements from Idlib governorate, 1T®0 returns within the governorate and 2880 IDP return
movements to the governorat&?In the first three months of 2021, UNOCHA recordd®@ (January
2021), 4000 (February 2021) and3D0 (March 2021) spontaneous IDP returns to or within Idlib
governorate, the majority being returns within the governorate.

See als@ectionl.6.5Displacement and return

707REACH, NortiVest Syria, situation overview, 16 March 20a0,

708 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic,
21 January 2024rl, p. 6; IDMC, Internal displacement 2020: M&hr update, 23 September 202@], p. 18; UN Security
Council, Report bthe UN Secretarfseneral on political, humanitarian and secuigfated developments in February and
March 2020, 23 April 2020s1, pp. 23

709]DMC, Internal displacement 2020: Mjdar update, 23 September 2028/, p.18

7I0UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, Recent DevelagnmeNorthwest Syria Flash Update, as of 2 April 2Q80pp. 12;
UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, Recent Developments in Northwest Syria, Siépatibna. 13, as of 1 May 2020x, p. 2
7ILUNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, IDP Movements OvervieDeda2020 [map], 16 February 2021l

712UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Movements, January 2021, 2 Marairl2021,

7I3UNOCHA, Syrian Arabic Republic, IDP movements, February 2021, 1 Aprtitl2021,

714UNOCHA, Syrian Arabic Republic, IDP movements, March 2021, 12 MayrP021,

7I5UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Spontaneous Returk@&ddelow Data, JayDec, 2019url

7T1I8UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, Spontaneous IDP Returnee Movements Oveniimg, 2z2{)map], 16 February 2021,

url

717 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Spontaneous Returns. January 2021h 202&yarl; UNOCHA, Syrian Arab
Republic. IDP Spontaneous Returns. February 2021, 1 April 202UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Spontaneous
Returns. March 2021, 12 May 2024
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https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/ReportoftheCommissionofInquirySyria.aspx
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/2020%20Mid-year%20update.pdf
https://undocs.org/S/2020/327
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/2020%20Mid-year%20update.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20200401_flash_update_nws_.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/nw_syria_sitrep13_20200501.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-spontaneous-idp-returnee-movements-overview-jan-dec
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-idp-movements-january-2021
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idpmovements_202102_february_final_en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idpmovements_202103_march_final_en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/spontaneous_returnees_movement_overview_2019_final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syr_spontaneous_idp_returnee_movements_overview_jan_to_dec_2020_final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idpspontreturns_202101_january_final_en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idpspontreturns_202102_february_final_en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idpspontreturns_202101_january_final_en.pdf

2.2 Aleppo governorate
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Map 7: © MapAction, Aleppo governoraté®
2.2.1 General description of the governorate

Aleppo governorate is located in the north of Syhbardering Idlib governorate to the west, Hama
governorate to the south and Ragga governorate to the east. In the north it shares lar2Ring

border with Turkey?!® Prior to 2011, Aleppo governorate hosted aroungl20 2 ¥ { € NA I Qa LJ2 L.
FYR ¢6Fa WGKS YIF22N 02 YYSNDA "% Acdordifiy) toA2Q1R dgéiniptedy 1 f K dz
Aleppo governorate had a population of more thaB@%7 991, making it the most popous province

of Syria’?* Population estimates for 2019 issued by the Syrian Central Bureau of Statistics indicated

that Aleppo governorate had 364000 inhabitants’?? In a March 2021 report, UNOCHA estimated

the population of Aleppo governorate to be 401412972

¢CKS I2FSNY2NI GS Aa RAGARSR Ay SAB&biMerbk[Manbijh OG ay V
Jarablus, Ain Adrab [Kobane], and ASafira’® Located in Jebel Saman district, Aleppo city is the

718 MapAction, Aleppo governorate, 29 July 2048,

7I9UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. Governorates profile, Junel20 14,5

720 ACAPSRRegional Analysis Syria: AlBovernorate Profiles, 1 Octob&i December 201,428 January 2015yl, p. 4
72LUNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. Governorates profile, Junel2D)t4,5

722 Syria, Central Bureau of Statisties,« n [Statistical Abstract 2020], n.durl, w [Chapter2
population and demographic indicators], Tab4

722 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, Marclu202.123

724UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. Governorates profile, Junel2D)t4,5
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central city of the governoraté As of 2019, the UN estimated that around tndllion people were
living in Aleppo city?®

Before the conflict, over 7% of the inhabitants of Aleppo governorate were Sunni, with minority
communities such as Christians, Kurds, Armenians and Turkmen &lgarlithe provincé?” USDOS

noted that Shia Muslims are present in the rural areas of Aleppo governorate, as well as in and around
Aleppo’? According to Syria expert Fabrice Balariéghie WAY HaAaMH I GKS LJ2LJdz | G A2
2.5million: 1million in the western district, another million in the east, and around 500,000 in the
northern Kurdish neighborhoods of Sheikh Magsoud and Ashr&f/8heikh Magsoud district in

PESLIJ2 OAGe WwWO2yadAGdzi'Sa | YdZNRAAK OAG& GAUGKAY
VDC and SOH#egedthat Turkey carried out demographic changetie Afrin region’®? According
G2 GKS +£5/3 ¢dzN)J SeQa SYLRSNYSyd 2F GKS {b! YR

inhabitants of Afrin to leave the area. The source added that thousands of eastern Ghouta rebels and
their families, who were displaced to northestern Syria following reconciliation agreements with
the GoS, were settled in Afri#®

2.2.2 Conflict background and armed actors

The city of Aleppo remained divided between the @o8trolled west and rebetontrolled east
between 2012 and 201&. The GoSorces retook control of the rebeield part of Aleppo in
December 2016 after a prolonged sié§én which between 25000 and 27%00 residents were still
living in the rebeheld parts’®® In 2016, Turkey launched operation Euphrates Shield in northern
Aleppo governorate to fight ISIL and contain YPG gains in thé*areapturing the ABab area,
including Jarablus and other tow¥.In January 2018, Turkish and affiliated local armed groups
launched another offensive dubbed Operation Olive Branch on the KtndishAfrin district, in
Aleppo governoraté®which concluded in March 2018 when Turkish authorities announced complete
control of the Afrin regiorf*°In April 2019, the GoS forces launched an offensive aimed at recapturing
areas in northern Hama and southern Idlib, and in December 2019, the GoS forces advanced towards
G§KS (2¢ya -RumareahdBarhidshion thé M5 highwthgt links Aleppo and Damaséfis

725UN Habitat and SDCijty Profile Aleppo Multi Sector Assessment, May 2Qdl4p. 5
726NewHumarii F NA Y 0¢KS0X Ly {&NRIF Q& ! fSLa2s | &aft2¢ NBodzAftR 6S5S3A
721 ACAPS, AlepppGovernorate profile. Syria Needs Analysis Projdetr,ch 2013 url, p. 4

728USDQOS, International Religious Freedom Report: Syria 2019, Juner2q2(3

729Dr, Fabrice Balanche is an associate professor and research director at the University of Lyon 2, is an adjunct fellow at The
Washington Institute specialisingliebanon and Syria since the 1990s. His expertise on Syria focuses on political geography,

conflict and sectarian issues. For more information wee
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[A/HRC/39/65], 9 August 2018&rl, p. 5; AlHilu, K., Afrin Under Turkish Control: Political, Economic and Social
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amid intensification of hostilitie§*? For more information about the background of the conflict in
Aleppo governorate until the end of 2018cethe EASO COI Report: Swidecurity situationNlay

2020)

The GoS forces continued to advance and bombard fleblel areas in nortlwest Syia in February
20203, and following the success in driving the rebels from the M5 highway and reopening it, the
forces of the GoS, backed by Russian air force, recaptured several towns and villages in the north
western countryside of Aleppo, and consalied their control in the governoraté? On

16 February2020, the Turkish media outlet, TRT World, citing the SOHR, reported that the SAA,
backed by Russia and Iranian militias, captured 13 small towns and villatesniorth and north

west Aleppo goverorate.”* The Independent reported on IBebruary2020 that 30 villages in the
western countryside of Aleppo were recaptured during the military operations of the Syrian Arab
Army (SAAJ? In March 2020, Russia and Turkey agreed a ceasefire in-wegh Syia™’, which

aimed at halting the military operations and freezing the frontliffés.

As regards territorial control, ORSAM, a research centre based in Afikstated in November 2020,

that of the total area of Aleppo province, 32was under the controbf the GoS, 8owas jointly
controlled by the GoS and the Kurdish YPQGL¥ the YPG/SDF, and 2#by anti-GoSopposition
forces’®Nawar Shaban, a conflict expert at the Omran Center for strategic Studies, specified that out
of the 24%of the governord SQa I NBI O2y (G NRf f S Rwas eontdllelliy thd (A 2y
Syrian National Army (SNA), anétd & | | & Q -Shant (HFSNAcKArdIng to a Liveuamap, as

of 23March2021, the southern, and most of the western and eastern parts of Aleppergorate,
including the city of Aleppo appeared to be under the control of-@asf forces® In the western
Aleppo countryside as of January 2021 reporting, GoS forces were presiemtfi@n Bab AHawa
crossing®® According to reporting from JanuaMarch 2021, the north and norttvest of the
governorate were controlled by Turkey and allied opposition factions, and the very western parts of
the governorate, which include the towns of Daret 1zza ardtafeb, wereunder the control of non

state armed groups/HTS?

TheUSCRS noted on 2July2020 that the Syrian Interim Government (SIG) which was founded in
HnAnMo WoSOFYS AyONBFaay3ate FFTFFAEAFGSR gAGK (GKS

742UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 11 Decembdr p&20,43

743UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 23 AprilrRq20a. 4; Reuters, Syrian forces seize

most of Aleppo province, on eve of TurkiRyssia talks, 16 February 2026,

744 Al Jazeera, Syrian army strengthens Aleppo grip before Rlisdiay talks, 16 February 2020]; Reuters, Syrian forces
consolidate control of Aleppo, air strikes under way, 17 February 2020, NI 6 b S$6 a5 thké éverRleppo amiél NO S a
FSIENE 2F WOI (I ai NRIUBNSEE Siuation ®&EporiNExzbridiy 5312020 /2F February 2020

745TRT World, Syria regime seizes more Aleppo villages; car bomb kjlls&drebruary 202Qrl

746 Independent (The), The battle for Aleppo ends with liberation for some, Armageddon for others, 18 Feb2@&yl2

“ICN} yOSHnT /SIFaSTANB | ANBSR 0SiG6SSy tdziaysz NBReHmah O02YS&
Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 21 January 2021,
url, para. 19

748 Reuters, Ceasefire in Syria's Idlib comes at a cost for Turkey's Erdogan, 6 Marclur0@06| Secuty Council,
Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393
(2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 23 April @d2para. 4
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751 Shaban, N., The Syrian National Army: Formation, Challenges, and Outlook, Geneva Centre for Security Policy, October
2020,url, p. 3

752Based on reading of the following map: Liveuamap, Syria, 23 March 2021,

753 COAR, Syria in 2021: Forecast for a protracted crisis, 28 January2021,

754 iveuamap, Syria, 23 March 2021l; ISW, Syria Situation Repatanuary 30 February 18, 2021, 19 February 20@ad,

UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inyttiy Syrian Arab Republic, 21
January 2021yrl, p. 31
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https://www.france24.com/en/20200305-russia-turkey-reach-deal-on-midnight-ceasefire-for-syria-s-idlib
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/54
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https://undocs.org/S/2020/327
https://orsam.org.tr/en/3/
https://orsam.org.tr/d_hbanaliz/analysis-of-territorial-control-in-northwestern-syria-and-the-htss-role.pdf
https://dam.gcsp.ch/files/doc/sna-formation-challenges-outlook
https://syria.liveuamap.com/
https://coar-global.org/2021/01/28/syria-in-2021/
https://syria.liveuamap.com/
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/syria-situation-report-january-30-february-18-2021
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Turkishcontrolled areas of Aleppo governorat®a 2 NE2 3SNE GKS | NBI 2F ¢ f
north-eastern part of the governorate around Manwigasjointly controlled by the GoS and the SBF.

Finally, in Aleppo city, Sheikh Magsoud district, a Kurdish majositsiaj was reported by different

sources to be under the SDF contfdl.

{roly aidlGdSR GKIG FTAQGS 2F GKS I20SNY2Nl GSQa aSgS
SNA (namely, Jarablus;wl Q S > -SaldmpMeiddn, and Olive Branch), one wastrolled by HTS

(Atma), and one by GSDF (Ain Ahrab). Moreover, the source indicated that three of the border

crossings were closed and the rest were not open to civilian cro&8ing.

Syrian Arab Army and affiliated armed groups

Recent information on the SAA deployments in Aleppo governorate could not be faaookding to
Gregory Waters of International Review, deployments of the SAA in Aleppo governorate in 2019/2020
included predominantly units of the Republican Guard andhefdth Divisiorf> For deployments of

the SAA in Aleppo governorate as3oApril2020,seeSection2.2.2.1 of theEASO C@eport: Syria
Security situation (2020)

Russia

Jusoor for Studi€®’ stated on 6January2021 that Russia hatd military posts and bases in Aleppo
governorate The Russian military sites were located in different areas including a&fRiManbij,
Kdbane, Kuweires, and Aader’%2In Aleppo city, the opposition website ZamarWsl® reported

that in April 2020, the Russian army withdrew forces from some parts of the city due to the spread of
COVIP19./%4

The Russian forces in Aleppo had a traimoig (e.g., training SAA crew in manoeuvring the Soviet T
72 tanks®, in addition to their direct engagement in the battles, where, according to Al Jazeera,
carried out 1167 attacks in Aleppo governoraseceSeptember 2015the second largest number of
attacksafter Idlib.”®®

Iran and lrarbacked militias

Jusoor for Studies stated onJ&nuary2021 that Iran hadl5 military bases and posts in Aleppo
governorate’®’ According to a June 2019 article, the IRGC anddaaked nitias were reportedly in

control of the eastern neighbourhoods of Aleppo C¢i§Experts cited by Al Jazeera assessed that
fSLII Aa WwW2yS 2F (GKS YIFAY FINBlFa 6KSNB LNIyQa
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LINS &Sy OS & dzLJLJ2 Nthiah Yaz béeg fiyhtihg aMrgside GaAS: fard8dn an article
published by the Atlantic Council orN®vember2020, Navvar Saban observed that Iran encouraged
the formation of local Shia militias and recruited Sunnis, notably clans, in Aleppo, RaqqairaBd De
Zor governorates. According to the source, fighters from these governorates were recruited under the
Local Defense Forces (LDF), which were considered as part of tA€ Sié\opposition news outlet,
Baladi, and the Lebanese newspapefNAhar, reprted on a recent recruitment campaign launched

08 LNlYy Ay SFHadSNy !fSLIJ2 O2dzyiNBEAARSZI | AYSR I
sources added that Iran has sent IRGC members to train the new reétditoother militia that Iran
reportedly intended to create in Aleppo governorate was callethm Ali Brigade. According to- Al
Arabiya, Iranian forces opened recruitment offices in Aleppo to this end, reportedly accepting SAA
defectors and draft evaderd?

According to western intelligerecsources cited by France 24, kart O1 SR YA f AGAl & WKI ¢
SYGNBYOKSR Ay !'{fSLIR2 LINRBOAYOSQ ¢'Randkerdirépsidd KI R 0|
to take part in military operations in Aleppo governorate in early 2020he opposition charel,

Syria TV, stated on 2ugust2020 that the following Irafbacked militias were present in Aleppo
governorate:

f  Abu AlFadl AlAbbas (Iragi militigb 20 6 2f ' YR %I KNI} QF Ay y2 NI KSNY
1 Almam AfHussein Brigade (Iragi milittal 150 fightersg Aleppo city);
1 Akimam AtHijja Group (Syrian and Lebanese militB00 fightersg Aleppo);
1 Al-Bager Brigade (Syrian militigb00 fighters);
 SoqgourA{ | KNJ QI ¢ & Syéiah Militia L 00@fighiers; partly present inAleppo)?”®
Moreover, Saban stated that Iran recruited fighters from the Shia minority in Syria, including in
northern Aleppo, and formed militias such as the Aleppo branch of the ImatijjAland the Mahdi
I NYeé Ay b20dPf FyR %Il KNI QI @

Jusoor Center fort@dies stated that Hezbollah h&8independent, joint or semshared military sites

in Aleppogovernorate the3 NP2 datgéstipresence in Syrid. Two sources reported that Hezbollah
oFO1SR YAfAGALFA 6SNB LINBaASy(d Aigs lobtedoandxonfistagedR Y21 K N.
abandoned property in northern Aleppo countryside and harassed returfiées.
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Syrian National Army (SINA

Sources estimated the number 8NA fighters abetween70000and 90000.””° In December 2020,
the Hamza Division of 'Ehe %Nﬁened the first SNA military base and training facility of its own in the
orxde ¥ 1 Qi1 o

Shaban stated in October 2020 that the SNA comprised seven corps, the initial three that existed when

the SNA was established in 2017, in addition to four thateafermed after the merger with the NLF

in 201978 In a study published in August 2020, Jusoor Center observed that the SNA was comprised

of three corpg?A y Of dzZRAY 3 wp FLOlA2ya aOFGGSNBR FY2y3 ! ¥N
Baband Jarablusy ! f SLIL}2 O2dzy i NEAARSZI AsAyninfREghalandHysakaz2 ¢ | f
governorates. Moreover, the NLF which maintained presence in parts of Aleppo countryside was
comprised of 20 factions, notably FaylagShlam, Ahrar ABham, Jaysh Ahrar and Soqour Al

Sham’® The majority of the factions of thes1Corps of the SNA report to the Turkish Army directly,

while the remainder of the factions coordinate their moves with Turkish security offitéers.

/I hlw fAaGSR KS F2ft26Ay3 WaSOdz2NAGe adl {SK2f RSNE

1 the SNA;
9 the Sultan Muhammad Atatih brigae (mainly Arab combatants);
1 Muntasir Billah brigade (based in Jarablus, mainly comprised of Arab tribesmen from Ragga
and Turkmen from Tall Abyad);
1 Jaysh Alslam (based in Jarablus andBéb, comprised mainly of combatants evacuated from
Rural Damascus)
1 Sultan Murad (based in #lab, combatants are mainly from northern Aleppo with a large
number of Turkmen);
CFENRI 1FYTF 66FaSR Ay 1 Qi T O2YolidlyGa FNRY
Aladzi 3aAY OoNRII RS éBad, & Rne bfythe la@ér IFSA gioypR and f
comprised combatants from Noureddine-2ihki group who were ousted from Idlib by HTS);
and
ARJabha ABhamiyya (based in-Ml QA X 'y dzYoNBftF INRBdzLI O2y Gl A
AlSham, Noureddine Aenki, Jaysh A$lam, LiwaAl-Tawheed, and Suquor-8ham).#

= =4

Turkmen factions within the SNA, i.e. Sultan Murad and Hamza Division, were quite influential and
were heavily supported by Turkey. The Levant Frorlédbha ABhamiya) was considered the largest
northern Syrian fadbn and comprised local fighters from northern Aleppo countryside as well as
fighters from rural Ragg&® The Jamestown Foundation referred to the existence of rivalries, lack of
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Damascus, Geneva Centre for Security Policy, October 2a2@, 4; Shaban, N., The Syrian National Army: Formation,
Challenges, and Outlook, Geneva Centre for Security Policy, Octobeugipp04
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785COAR, Northern Corridor NOSAP, October 2019p. 4445
786 AlHilu, K., The Turkish Intervention in Northern Syria: One Strategy, Discrepant Policies, EUI, 14 Januakyd021,
6, FN. 14
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trust’®’, and diverse ideologies within the different SNA factions, and stttatithe fighting against
the GoS forces has united those factions sd¥Fhese tensions between the different SNA factions
resulted in direct clashé¥, five of which took place in Aleppo countryside between March and June
202Q7%°

In addition to the #orementioned corps, there were military and civilian police forces operating in the
Turkishcontrolled areas of northern Alepp@* The military police operated under the SR#and was

established in the Euphrates Shield area in February 2018 and initleeBoanch area in July 2Q18

According to AHilu, a Syrian researcher at the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies at the
European Universitynstitute> YSYO0SNAR 2F GKS YAfAGFENER LRtAOS T2
their factions prioritising their interests at the expense of the public interest, which is why the military

L2t A0S NBYIFAYyAa 6SIF{ FYR AYyOFLI oftS 2F OdzNILlFAfAyYy3
was supported by Turkey since it took control of northetepfo countryside, and that Syrians who
volunteered to join were trained in Turké$: The civilian police was established in early 2017 and was
headquartered in Jarablus. It comprised two bodies: the regular civil police which addressed issues

such as lodacriminality and traffic regulation, and public security which was better equipped and

GNF AYSR FyR Tdzy Ol A 2 y SRIn Afrin reifidnythie ¥INJ/statfed tiaSi@dzNard] & F 2 |
three civilian police centres located in Afrin city, Jendeired Rajo as well as specialised police

stations that operated under those centrés.

Turkey

Turkeyhas deployed forces at around 21 military outposts in the northern Aleppo countryside and 12

main bases in Afrin regiofl’ The VDC also listed 21 Turkish oufsoin the northern countryside of

Aleppo, situated mainly around Jarablus, Manbij, Al 62 ¢l RAFXZ ! QI 1T X YR 510
a map featuring 17 Turkish outposts in Afrin region, the majority of which were to the east and south

east of Afrin city® In western Aleppo, a map published by Jusoor for Studies indicated that Turkey

has kept military bases and outposts in areas captured by the GoS in its offensive on Aleppo and Idlib
governments in February 2020. According to the map, such bases andstitwere located in

Anadan, Sheikh Agil, -Rlashideen, AWougiz, and Tall Ates’®® Sources reported that the Turkish

Army vacated three smaller positions in western Aleppo countryside, in Batbo school, in Kafr Naseh
school and in the area between Zardaad Abyen. Reportedly, the three positions contained 20
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soldiers each, and the soldiers were ordered to join Turkish postsiitAB A 8 I a2dzy G Ay L Rf
mission was accomplishe@°

SyrianDemocratic Forces

In Aleppo governorate, the SB&s in caitrol of theManbij area and an enclave to the north of Aleppo
city which contains the town of Tal &if, known as ShahB#, as well as the Sheikh Magsoud
neighbourhood of Alepp&?

The SDF forces were in control of the areas around the citiddaobij and Kobane, which were
captured from ISIL in 2016 and 2015, respecti#&lyn October 2019, the Goand the Kurdish
controlled SDF announced an agreement that allowed the GoS troops to be deployed along the border
with Turkey to assist Kurdish fe=in repelling the Turkish offensif® GoS forces, accompanied by
Russian forces, were subsequently deployed to the cities of Mé&hdnid Kobané® Several sources
interviewed by DIS between January and February 20@@d that GoSlacked administrative
authority in SDFeontrolled areas®’

I @ Ql G -ShamK NA NJ | f

In 2019, HTS seized large parts of Idlib and western Aleppo governorates following clashes with other
anti-GoS armed groups including the REFand controlled ove®0 % of Idlibgovernorate, alongside
adjacent parts of northern Hama and western Aleppo governorifes.

The Middle East Institute (MEI) reported that during the offensive of the GoS forces to recapture
southern Aleppo countryside and the western suburbs of Aleppoicify S+ NI & HnaHAI Wl ¢
armouredBMR1 SVBIED [Suicide VehiBlern Improvised Explosive Device] against a loyalist position

atAFsl KNI I RAAGNRAOG 2y GKS 2dzia{iANlia 2F ¢%®adSNy ! f

According to the Eupgean Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR), HTS ceased its assaults following the
Turkish army deployments in Idlib, except during military campaigns launched by GoS forces, and
abided by the ceasefire agreement. It also pushed other Jihadist factions msrathk frontlines and

confiscated their heavy weapofis. SOHR, cited by France 24 observed that oA@@ 2020, HTS

opened a trade crossing into GESSt R | NS a Ay ¢SaGSNy ! SLILR O2dy
borders, which incited protests agairtse group in northwest Syrig?
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2.2.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

In March 2020, Russia and Turkey agreed to a ceasefire inweghSyri&which aimed at freezing

the frontlines and operating joint patrols on the MMdghway that links Aleppo and LataR{aln its

early stages, the ceasefire agreement saw no violatiénsowever, by migApril 2020, Jusoor for
Studies, cited by Syria Direct, stated that the agreement was violated over 109 times by the GoS forces
which tried to break into areas in western Aleppo countryside, among otfiérs 2021, several
violations to the ceasefire agreement have been observed by Russia and Turkey in Aleppo
governorate, including five onFebruary2021*” and four reported on 12arch 2021818

Aleppo city and its surroundings
y

Accordingtothe Colda WI N¥ SR 3INRdzZLJA yR GSNNRNR&G 2NBFYAT L
2F O2y (NPt Rdz2NAYy3I (GKS YAfAGFENR 2LISNIGA2ya 2F GK
F3FrAyad NBAARSYGALFE FNBFa dzyRSNI D2@SNYYSyid O2ydN
Gol reported on over B00 instances of shelling and more than 430 attacks by heavy weapons during

the period 9January to 2February20208%° According tothe samesource, civilians in Aleppo city
WNBEO2dzy i SR AYyONBIaAy3a AyO2YAy3a TFANB SYlylday3
Rashideen, DawwargllF f A28 @ SK | YR [ I A NI} Y 2 dATheAGRC 4lsd fefloRedifn NHzNJ f
intense shelling that affected several neighbourhoods in Aleppo city in the first weeks of?22a10.

21 March2021, shells, allegedly launched by Turtsicked armed groups, fell on -Bardos
neighbourhood in eastern Aleppolkilg two and injuring 17 civiliari$?

Sources reported on a state of lawlessness in the eastern neighbourhoods of Aleppo city. Reportedly
that part of the city was controlled by militias, and the government was al&&Noreover, looting,

thefts, kidnapjing, andextortion were prevalent in old Aleppo and Bab-Mdyrab neighbourhoods
where the Barri clan were in contré
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A nonexhaustive list of security incidents that were reported to have taken place in Aleppo city in
2020 and early 2021 included ti@lowing:

1 On 12January2020, grounebased strikes hit several residential areas in the city of Aleppo
resulting in the death of four civilians and the injury of three otHgts.

1 On 5February2020, reported groundased strikes hit aesidential area of Aleppo city,
causing the death of five family membéfs.

1 On 25February2020, four civilians were reportedly killed in two separate IED attacks in
Aleppo city??’

1 On 21March2021, the statecontrolled news agency, SANA, reported thabtewilians were
killed, and a few others wounded in a shelling that targeted th&allheen and Afardos
neighbourhoods in the eastern part of Aleppo &t.

Western Aleppgovernorate

The Colstated on 3September2020 that the battles over Idlilgovernorate and western Aleppo
O2YLINRAEASR WONRST ANRdzyR 2LISNI GAz2yaQ oeé (KS {!!ZX
D2OSNYYSyYyild F2NOSaQd ¢ K580 air frikedJinGinlyaRBréuRd niiskilesiandl & € S
barrel bombs, were lawhed between November2019 and March20208° The ICRC observed an
intensification of battles in the first weeks of 2020 in Idlib and western Aleppo governdfates.

Between 2QJanuary and March2020, at least 217 air strikes hit areas in western Adegmd the

ol highlighted the example of Kafr Nouran town which was hit by 14 air striked=ebraiary2020

alone®! The Turkish news outlet, Anadolu, reported ofrébruary2020 that, in addition to Kafr

Nouran, Russian air strikes targeted the villagéKafr Naha and ARahhal in western Aleppo
governorate?®®

The Col provided the following chart which highlighted the hostilities against civilian facilities in
western Aleppo and Idlib by actor in the periotlavember2019¢ 30 April 2020:
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826 UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 23 Apriir2320,7; UN Human Rights Council,

Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 3 September 202@,. 86

827UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Céuesolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 23 ApnilrkG20A,8

828 SANA, [Martyrdom of two and injuring of others due to a shelling on

Al-Saliheen and Afardos in Aleppo], 21 March 2021i]; WHO, WHO condemns attacks on residentiaginieourhoods in

Aleppo, 23 March 2021yl

829UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of InquirySyritmeArab Republic, 3

September 20204rl, para. 17
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831UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 3
September 20204rl, paras. 334

832 AA, [Two civilians died in Russian air strikes on rural Aleppo

according to the Syrian opposition aviation monitoring observatory], 9 Febag29,url
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Country of origin informationreport | Syria: Security situation

Hostilities damaging medical facilities, schools and markets and entailing civilian
casualties in Idlib and western Aleppo in the period 1 November 2019 to 30 April 2020

By actar

Number
Number  attributed
Pro-  attributed to  to Russian ~ Armed

Western Government  Government  Aerospace  groups
Category Idiih Aleppo  Total (total) Jforces" Forces®  (total)
Number of medical facilities reported damaged® 19 6 25 25 - - -
Attacks affecting medical facilities investigated by the
Commission® 11 S+14 17 16 1 1 1
Number of schools reported damaged® 49 6+37 58 55 - - 3
Attacks affecting schools investigated by the
Commission’ 8 6 14 14 6 - -
Number of markets reported damaged® 14 - 14 14 - - -
Attacks affecting markets investigated by the
Commission” 6 1+24 9 7 1 - 2
Other attacks affecting civilians or civilian objects
investigated by the Commission’ 8 2424 12 10 2 1 2
Number of civilian deaths reported 509 167 676 641 - - 35
Civilian casualties in the 52 incidents investigated by the
Commission* 474 60+487 582 534 48

Figurel5: Hostilities damaging medical facilities, schools and markets and entailing civilian casualties in Idlib and western
Aleppo in the period November2019 to 30April 202033

TheColalso included in its report of September2020 the following map dadttacks impacting civilians
and civilian infrastructure in Idlib and western Aleppo governorates between November 2019 and
June 2020:

Attacks impacting civilians and civilian infrastructure, November 2019 — June 2020 = g
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Figurel6: Attacks impacting civilian infrastructure, November 2Q1®ine 20283

833UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 3

September 20204rl, p. 5
834 UN, Attacks Impacting Civilians and Civilian InfrastructurapMo. 4612, July 2020¢l, p. 22
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In 2020, WHO recorded six attackstmalth care facilitiesn Aleppo governoraté®

A nonexhaustive list of security incidents that were reported to have taken place in western Aleppo
countryside in 2020 and early 2021 included the following

9 According to a UN Security Council report, a regbair strike targeted a bus near Urum Al
Kubra on F~ebruary2020 and resulted in the death of nine family members, including three
women and four childref®

1 On 10February2020, at least 14 civilians were killed and 23 were injured in reported air

AONKT1SE (KIG KAG OF NA®dza FNBlLa Ay !o6ely {AYQ

1 Theol reported that on 1IFebruary2020, a group of women who returned to Kfar Halab to
retrieve some belongings were shot at by thé"Zpecial Mission Forces Divisigh.

1 On17Februan2020, Reutt B NB L2 NI SR G KI G WwdzaaAly FyR 320
G266y 2F 5FNBG LTTF Ay GKS y2NIK 2F ! £ SLIRI Wg

G2 OFP2asSQd

1 Inits report of 23April 2020, the UN Security Council reported on severadtaikes that hit a
1AYRSNEBINLSY FyR Gg2 aoOKz22fa Ay (GKS I NBI a
Aleppo, that caused civilian deaths and material danf4ge.

1 On 8 and 18ay 2020, two civilians were killed in reported sniper fire near theagéds of
Miznaz and Ataref*

1 On 21March2021, artillery shelling, reportedly by GoS fofé&sit a hospital in Atareb town
in western Aleppo countrysid&3The attack caused 6 deaths and 17 injuries, including among
patients and medical staff, and caused damage to the hosfftal.

Turkish and SNAcontrolled areas
IED attacks and shelling

Since Turkey consolidated its control of northern Alegpweernorate, the Turkish Army and armed
groups affiliated with it have been targeted by Kurdish and unidentified armed gf6upSOCHA
stated that of the 194 IED attacks that were verified in 2020, 83 took place in Afrin, Jarablus, and
A'zaz8*¢ Between 1January and 1&eptember2020, OHCHR documented at least 116 civilian deaths
and 463 injuries as a result of IED attacks by unidentified perpetrators and explosive remnants of war
(ERW) in areas under the control of Turkisitked armed group¥’

835WHO, Health Cluster, Attacks on health care in Syria ¢ 3aDec 2020, 31 December 202,
836 UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 23 ApnilrRG20Q,7

8371UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 23 Apnilrk(G20,8

838 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 3
September 2020url, para. 99

839 Reuters, Syrian forces consolidate control of Aleppo, air strikes under way, 17 Februamnrl020,

840UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions(203@), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 23 ApnilrR@20a. 15

841UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resoli2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 24 Jungl2p208

842Daily Sabah, Assad regime attack on hospital kills Aowilh Syria's Idlib, 21 March 202/,

843WHO, WHO condemns attacks on residential neighbourhoods in Aleppo, 23 Marctu@p21,Jazeera, Several killed in
32@QhG | G Gdl idriorthavest Siria, 21 Barch 2021; France, Ministry for Europe and Foreign affairs, Syfiiack

against a hospital in northwest &y, 22 March 2021yr|

844\WHO, WHO condemns attacks on residential neighbourhoods in Aleppo, 23 Marchu@0Pajly Sabah, Assad regime

attack on hospital kills 7 civilians in Syria's Idlib, 21 March 2021,

845 Carter Center (The), Syria Weekly Conflict Summaf12Fnuary 2021, 4 February 202,

846 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Republic, Marclu202112

847OHCHR, Syria: Violations and abuses rife in aneder Turkiskaffiliated armed groupg Bachelet, 18 September 2020,
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The Afrinregion saw a spike in shelling and car bomb explosions that led to the death and injury of
Ya02NBa 2F AYyKFIoAGryGaQ Fa oSt Fa G2 RFEYF3S 2
2020%8¢ KS / F NIISNJ / SYyGSNJ I 4aSaal@2RFIffA QlUrd: R2 OWEYYS yIHiINDY/
incidentsthat took place between January and end of July 282Bighting between SDF forces and

SNA in the Al Bab area was reported in 2€720.

In February 2021, the Carter Center reported an increase irattabks and armed clashes in areas
under SNA control in northern Aleppo governorate. The attacks were directed at SNA factions and
civilians®®! The attacks were unclaimed but popposition sources attributed them to the YPG.

Enab Baladi reported on 3&nuary2021 that an VBIED attack targeted Afrin city and resulted in the
death of eight people. According to the source, this attack was one of a series of attacks that hit areas
under the control of Turkisbacked factions inorth-westernSyria®>ISW ok SNIISR 'y WdzLJi A O
attacks in Turkisi© 2 y G N2 f £ SR I NB | aDe@fbeR0BONaRd 6RANUaNB021F°8ISW  H n
NBLRZ2NISR 2y K YWa WISINGLISAE NI §i SRS fl-@rbrolldd iaréds Of|Alegpo A Y ¢ d:
governorate. According to the sourcbetween 3QJanuary and 16ebruary2021, nine IED attacks
GFNBSGSR {b! AYFTNIaAGNHOGdzZNE ' yR OAQDAf ABab/Ra8 A (1 S & A
AFAyn, Awl QST YR WIYRANBATI ®BadzZ GAy3a Ay 4 tSFad w

In its Weekly Confliceummary covering the periodcl7 March2021, the Carter Center reported on
frequent shelling and clashes between Turkish armed forces and affiliated armed groups on the one
side and the YPG and GoS armed forces on the other. Reportedly, reinforceménth ides have

been observed on frontlines in northern and eastern Aleppo governdpéte.

Attacks on oil refineries

GoS and Russian attacks on makeshift oil refineries in northernnarti-eastern Aleppo were

reported by several sources in 2021.0n 10Januan2021, an unidentified drone attacked oil

refineries situated in ABab countrysidé® Al Jazeera reported on attacks by Russian warships and

forces aligned with the GoS that targeted makeshift oil refineries iHakhran near Jarablus and

Tarhin rear AtBab in March 2021. Reportedly, the attacks caused huge fires, destroyed more than

200 oil trucks, and caused some damage to civilian profgt§OHR stated that four civilians were

killed and dozens injured in the attaé®and Baladi News mentioned that in retaliation, the Turkish

forces shelled areas under the control of GoS/SDF in Manbij count#j$ide. 15March2021, Al

WET SSNF NBLER2NIGSR GKFEG YAaaiatsSa fFdzyOKSR FNRY
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/11/oil-refineries-hit-in-across-syria-in-latest-strike
https://www.syriahr.com/en/207640/
https://baladi-news.com/ar/articles/71563/%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%89-%D8%A8%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A8

settleme/ 1 & I YR
¢dzNJ SeQa RS

ISIL activity

F dzSBab ahd Jarabfidl@andcausat injurfes among civilians according to
FSYyOS YRYAAGNER OAGSR Ay (GKS NBLRNIO®

As regards ISIL activity in northern Aleppo governofd@DOBtatedin its reportcovering the ifst

idzk NISNJ 2F Haunz GKFG WaryOS GKS ¢dzNJ A&K Ay OdzNE
Ay GKNBS 32 3SNY 2 KHSWSstatedoyf T1andaR20%1 Ihatlori 2Dk dieigbezd 20,

L{L[] OfFAYSR WAlUa PraviEesince 2007, dehonstrafing lexdpaibling Rrea of S LILI2
2LISNF GA2yaQd ¢KS &a2dz2NOS | RRSR GKF&G L{L[ GFNBSGS
responsibilities for attacks in Al 6 'y R | QT ¥ In Japtiary\2d31 SSOHRdeoourented

Y 2 BBodrations, including armed attacks and explosions, carried out by ISIS celiSSIDR | NB | 4 Q
including Aleppd®®

ISIL commanders and elements weeportedly targeted by likely US airstrikesn northern Aleppo
countryside on different occasions: in Afrin on 4y 2020 (ISIL commandé&?), near AlBab on
20June2020 (former Emir of Raqd&), and near lhtaimlat on 20uly2020 (ISIL militanff?

Further information on ISIL is available in Setligl.61slamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)

Lawlessness and infighting

¢KS {@NRAIFY hoaSNWSNE NBFSNNRAYy3 o601 (G2 AYyF2NXNI G
lawlessness and aincrease in the number of car and motorcycle bombings, in addition to
FdalaaiAyliAazya YR TFTAIKGAY I I Y2y Jconfrdled argds &l A 2 y & Q
Aleppo governoraté®® On 16February2021, Syria TV, a Syrian opposition channel bas&drkey’,
NBLEZ2NISR 2y W2y3d2Ay3 GSyaAiaz2yaQ Ay ! TNRAY-Isl@®R G& Ay
and AlJabha ABhamiyya (the Levant Front), two factions of the SNA. The source stated that a state

of apprehension was prevalent amongethiesidents of the city who feared the resumption of
violence®”! The clashes between the two SNA factions were also reported by Enab Baladi and Aleppo
Today?”?Later in February 2021,-Mayadeen, a Beirdbased parArab TV chann&F, reported that

the SNA | dzy OKSR | Wi NBS YATtAGFNE OFYLIAIYQ AY I NBI
Bab and Afrin, targeting factions ofddbha ABhamiya (the Levant Front). Reportedly, the campaign

was spearheaded by the Hamzat, the Military Police, anshlAiislam of the SNA™* An incident of

infighting that affected civilians was reported to have taken place ob&3mber2020, when clashes

862 Al Jazeera, Turkey says civilians wounded in Syrian missile raids, 15 Marairi2021,

863l {5h5Y hLISNIGA2Y LYKSNBy(d wSaz2t@dSs [SIR LyaLlSOid2NI DSy SN ¢
31, 2020, 13 May 2020yl p. 52

864]SW, Syria Situation Report: December 16, 20Bthuary 7, 2021, 11 January 2021,

865 SOHRSDFcontrolled areas in January | Over 50 attacks by ISIS cells leave nearly 60 people dead and injured, and major
security campaigns against corruption and ISIS cells result in the arrest of dozens, 11 Februam 2021,

8661SW, Syria Situation Report: May-125, 2020, 30 May 2020y]

867]SW, Syria Situation Report: June-23, 2®0, 25 June 202Qyl

868 |SW, Syria Situation Report: JulyZl, 2020, 23 July 2020¢|

869 Syrian Observer (The), Security Chaos, Faction Infighting in NoAlegpo, Baladi News, 16 February 2021,

870Syria TV, [About Syria TV], n. durl

871 Syria TV, @ [Afrin.. Jaysh Alslam and AlDabha ABhamiyya, a struggle over control], 16

February 2021yrl

872 Enab Baladi, ¢ ¢ a ® ¢ ! FNAYydd ¢g2 RS Kaslahgnd BlabthaM Sa 06Si o ¢
Shamiyya], 13 February 202rl; Aeppo Today, [Two deaths and some injuries in SNA

infighting in Afrin], 13 February 202dr|
3CNIF yOSHMmE WPITYSISINT Q O Kgbeg ynSair, 12 Jtine 20188 | RS Sy
874 Al-Mayadeen, b " [Large campaign launeld by Ankara factions in northern rural

Aleppo against Alabha AShamiya], 27 February 2021r]
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/15/turkey-says-civilians-wounded-in-syrian-missile-strike
https://media.defense.gov/2020/May/13/2002298979/-1/-1/1/LIG_OIR_Q2_MAR2020_GOLD_508_0513.PDF
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Syria%20SITREP%20Dec%202020%20Jan%202021.pdf
https://www.syriahr.com/en/204758/
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Syria%20SITREP%20Map%2013-26%20MAY%202020%20%281%29.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Syria%20SITREP%20Map%2010%20JUN%20-23%20JUN%202020.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Syria%20SITREP%2007%20-%2021%20JUL%20%281%29.pdf
https://syrianobserver.com/features/63871/security-chaos-faction-infighting-in-northern-aleppo.html
https://www.syria.tv/%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%86%D8%AD%D9%86
https://www.syria.tv/%D8%B9%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B5%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B0
https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/458246
https://halabtodaytv.net/archives/178661
https://www.france24.com/en/20120612-al-mayadeen-new-anti-al-jazeera-channel-media-lebanon-syria
https://www.almayadeen.net/news/politics/1461183/%D8%AD%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%B7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%81%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%84-%D8%A3%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84

between fighters of Alabha ABhamiyya and AWlutasim brigade erupted near Shamarin village.
Reportedly, a numér of IDPs were injured and tents were partially damagéd.

The @l statedon 14Augusti nHn  GKIF G Ad WO2NNRO2NF GSR NBLISHKGSR
LINR LISNII @ | LILINPLINAIF GA2YQ YR WHARSALINBIR ¥ NBAGNT
various brigades of the SNA. According to @ed SNA fighters looted and occupied property after

civilians fled the region, or even coerced residents, mainly those of Kurdish origins, to leave their
houses®”® The VDC reported on the same tréfidand Bab Baladi reported on cases of real estate

and crops seizure by SNA factions in Affirin a report dated April2021, the SOHR spoke of

W2y 32Aay3a GKSThGa FyR t220Ay3 2F OAQDAL ALl yadd LINE LISN

A non-exhaustive list of security incidents that were reported to have taken place inc8htfolled
areas of Aleppo governorate in 2020 and early 2021 included the following

1 On 20Januan2020, a pregnant woman and her toddler son were killed, and twordblogs
AY2dz2NBRZ Ay | aKSttAy3d GKFIG KAFEPIKSANI K2YS A
On 10February2020, six civilians were killed and 12 injured in a VBIED attack in Affift city.
Oni19Marchu nHnX +y SELX 23aA2y 2F | ast2ded@hsandl 8 ! QT |1
injuries among civilian®?
9 The UN Security Council reported that on/A&il 2020, at least 31 civilians were killed, and
po LIS2LX S Ay2dz2NBER WFFGSNI I F F85DI refiondtzor theNB L2 NJi
sameincident, stating that at least 41 civilians were killed and 61 wounded and that the attack
was by a VBIE®
I On 1 and May 2020, reported small arms fire between ngtate actors resulted in nine
civilian injuries in Jarablus city. A similar incidentktgéace in ABab on 16Vay and led to
the death of a pregnant woman and the injury of seven other civilf&hs.
1 On 25June2020 another male civilian was killed in a drlg shooting claimed by ISIL in Al
Bab city?®
f On19July2020,aVBIEDG G O1 Ay GKS @Affl3IS 2F {l2dz ySIN
civilians and the injury of 76 othe#¥.

T
1

875SNHR, IDPs injured, tents damagedarth Aleppo camp in clashes between two Syrian National Army factions on Dec

23, 24 December 2020r!

876 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic,

14 August 202Qurl, para. 46

877VDGNSY, ¢ ) wedzN) SeQa YATAGFENE olasSa Ay y2NIKSFad {8
8789y 6 . FfFRAZ w8kt S&GFGS ASAT dNB&AZ dziAfATFOGAZ2Y @ FYR NR@LFf
89 hl wX ahtA@S . NI'yOKé FyR d9dzLIKNY 688 {KAStRE INBlIa Ay al NO
FYR t220Ay3 2F OAGAfAlI yaQ LINPLISNIASaXaSOdaNRAGal OKIF2a Sl @gSa
880 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic,

14 August 202Qurl, para. 39

881N Security Courcimplementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 23 Apnilr(G20,8

882UN SecurityCouncil, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 23 ApnilrkG20A,8

883UN Searity Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 24 Jungl2p208

884 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic,

14 August 202Qurl, para. 42

885UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council réeaki2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 24 Jungl20208

886 UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Couesdlutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 20 Augusdf p028,

887UN Security Council, Implementatioh®ecurity Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 20 Augusdt p020,
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https://news.sn4hr.org/2020/12/24/idps-injured-tents-damaged-in-north-aleppo-camp-in-clashes-between-two-syrian-national-army-factions-on-dec-23/
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/45/31
https://vdc-nsy.com/archives/38701
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2020/07/real-estate-seizures-utilization-and-royalties-who-protects-property-rights-in-afrin/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/212709/
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/45/31
https://undocs.org/S/2020/327
https://undocs.org/S/2020/327
https://undocs.org/S/2020/576
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/45/31
https://undocs.org/S/2020/576
https://undocs.org/S/2020/813
https://undocs.org/S/2020/813

1 On 60ctober2020, a reported VBIED detonated inBdb city resulting in the death of 18
civilians and the injury of at least 62 others. Acliog to the source, three humanitarian
workers were injured in the incident and an NGO ambulance was dan¥&ged.

1 On 13December2020, armed clashes between armed groups in Jindayris city left two men
injured 88

f On 31January2021, six people were killed ahdN2 dzy R on Ay 2dz2NBR Ay | OF
city to the north of Aleppd®

f  On 13February2021, aVBIED attack hit a marketplace invAl QS G246y >~ | YR NBadz
death and 12 injuries among civilia#fs.

1 On 5March2021, missile strikes took placear AlBab and Jarablus and resulted in at least
one death and 10 injuries. According to the source, the attack was uncl&fhed.

Further information on the security situation in areasder control of Turkistbacked armed groups
is available irBectionl.5.2Areas under control of Turkidbacked armed groups

SDFcontrolled areas

In Tal Réat area, UNICEF observed 29 secwuetated incidents, in January 2028 The Turkish army
targeted the vicinity of Meng airport and the town of Tal Rifaat resulting in damage to two houses on
26 Decembe2020*4, and a group called Afrin Liberation Forces shelled Turkish forces in Afrin on
23Januan2021 in retaliation for tageting civilians in Tal R#t.8%® Other incidents of reciprocal
shelling between the SDF in TabRifand the Turkish army were reported on E8bruary2021° and

on 11March20218%"

In Manbij area, a VBIED detonated on @€&ober2020 and left fivepeople injurect®® On
11Januany2021, Kurdistan 24, citing the Sbacked Manbij Military Council, reported that Turkish
backed groups shelled -@at and AHoshariya with heavy weapons and mortar sh&isOn

8 February2021, the villages of Al I & | & Kilo, dwsIDadat, Ereb Hesen, Um Edese and Cat in
Manbij region were bombed by Turkish for¢és

Reporting on the period between December 2020 and January 2021, the UN Security Council noted
that the contact lines in the areas of TalaRifi | Y R & ingfease@artiflédy Ishelling and small

888 UN Security CouilcImplementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 11 Decemher AO2T; see also:

Syria Relief and Development [Twitter], posted on: 6 October 202D, ! £ WI | SSNI = ¢-Ratrkillsatteastro Ay { &
18, 6 October 202Qrl

889UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Cduesolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 18 February 021,

890RT, Y [Media sources: deaths and injuries in the explosion of a car bomb in Azaz
city, north of Syria], 31 January 202i|
891 Al-Souria, [Casualties in a VBIED that targeted a market WRAIQL {26y Ay ' €85

countryside], 13 February 202dr]
892 Garda World, Syria: Missile strikes in Aleppo Governorate kill at least one person and injure 10 others, 5 Marath 2021

893 UNICEF, Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report January 2021, 1 MarctrR@2P,

84 BNAI Y 520dzYSyidlidAaz2zy [/ SyGdSNE ¢ dzNINARMANI G H NERS (6ae XKy whiFS | @ OM
countryside of Aleppo., 26 December 2026,

895 Kurdistan Monitor, RojavaWest Kurdistarg Syriaq January 2021, n. duyl

865} Afe& {FolFKZ ,tD UGSNNBNRAGA g2dzyR ¢ OKAWRNBY Ay NBO1SG i
897 NPA, [Turkish forces resumes bombarding towns and villages in northern Aleppo
countryside], 11 March 202il; AFYoum 7, n [Turkish forces bombard 4 villages in northernaiur

Aleppo], 11 March 202Lrl

888 SHRC, Injuries due to Explosion in Menbij, 20 October 2040, Y dzZNRA &Gy wnX L95 F4ddl O1 Ay adzN
20 October 2020yrl

899 Kurdistan 24, Turkishacked groups shell Manbij countryside, 11 January 2021,
900 ANF, Invading Turkish forces bomb Manbij, 8 February 20P1,
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https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_1195_E.pdf
https://twitter.com/SyriaRandD/status/1313544411620372480
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/6/at-least-11-dead-in-blast-in-northwest-syrian-town-of-al-bab
https://undocs.org/S/2021/160
https://arabic.rt.com/middle_east/1197874-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%84-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%81%D8%AE%D8%AE%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7/
https://www.alsouria.net/%D8%B6%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81-%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%82-%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D8%A8/
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/451606/syria-missile-strikes-in-aleppo-governorate-kill-at-least-one-person-and-injure-10-others-march-5
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Whole%20of%20Syria%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20-%201-31%20January%202021.pdf
https://www.syrcenter.com/en/sdc/9076
https://kurdistanmonitor.org/rojava-west-kurdistan-syria-january-2021
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/war-on-terror/ypg-terrorists-wound-6-children-in-rocket-attack-on-syrias-afrin
https://npasyria.com/60580/
https://www.youm7.com/story/2021/3/11/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-4-%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%89-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%89/5241122
https://www.shrc.org/en/?p=33686
https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/23357-IED-attack-injures-civilians-in-Syria%E2%80%99s-Manbij
https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/23764-Turkish-backed-groups-shell-Manbij-countryside
https://anfenglish.com/rojava-syria/invading-turkish-forces-bomb-manbij-49870

I NI & “HBAladiSNews reported that skirmishes broke between SNA and SDF fighters on the Kafr
Khasher axis, threkilometresi 2 (1 KS & 2 %0rk29\afch2020, ithie 8 @orps of the SNA

attacked SDF pogit2 y & 2y (GKS al N} QlFylT FEA& Ay GKS GAOAYA
injury of ten SDF fighters. Reportedly, during the attack, a Grad missile fell on the Shat road connecting
QT FT FYR ' FNRY GKAORSRIHKBRbjANS I X & KS&2 Y il Svi NBQIR2 NI &

Of  aKSa $AGK YI OKAYyS3Adzyazr | O02YLIYASR o6& | NIAT
of Manbij between forces of the Manbij Military Council and Turkiabked faction§®*

Finally, in the wake of tensionstimeen the SDF and GoS in Qamishli that started dem2iary2021°%,
clashes erupted between GoS forces and Kurdish forces and militias ineastttSyria, and the
tensions led to multiple siegé8® GoS forces besieged the areas of Sheikh Magsoud and datliRif
Aleppo governorate in response to the siege imposed by the SDF omroGwoSlled areas of
Qamishl®®” The reciprocal blockades were eased grad&&llyollowing a Russiamediated
agreementto end the siege in Hasakah and Alegfi.

A nonexhaustive list of security incidents that were reported to have taken place irc@miolled
areas of Aleppo governorate in 2020 and early 2021 included the following

1 On 23January2021, reported groundbased strikes in Tall Ridt caused four civilian deaths
and eight injurie$®

1 On 22March2021, the SOHR reported Turkish bases iBaMl city shelled several frontline
villages in the SD&ontrolled areas in Aleppo governorate, including the village ofadbe
surrounding of Tal Rifit, the village of Tal Jamil and the vicinity of Kafr N&ya.

Further information on the security situation in areasder control of Turkistbacked armed groups
is available irsectionl.53 Kurdishcontrolled areas in nortieast Syria

Israeli air strikes

In an article published on 2Rpril 2021, Reuters reported on an intensification of Israeli airstrikes that
targeted Iranian sites inyHa. The source quoted a Syrian military defector who stated that Israeli
airstrikes hit areas across Syria, including AleppReportedly, Israeli air strikes targeted positions of
GosS forces or Irabacked militias in ABafireh in eastern Aleppo countryside omMay 202C%, in the
vicinity of the artillery academy in Ramouseh, to the south of Aleppo city day®02C¢*, and A-

901UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2068)2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 18 Februarly pael,6

902 Baladi, b b b b [Death of a SNA fighter in skirmishes with SDF in Aleppo countryside], 9
March 2021 url
03Baladi, nb b b b w5SIGK& IY2y3d GKS G{5C¢ I|-Afdroad, A aaAf S &

March 2021 url

904 SOHR, Military escalation in Aleppo | Clashes erupt in Manbij, while regime forces and Turkish forceetrad®fthern
countryside, 14 March 2021yl

W9yl .IFfFRAI @ ¢ [SDF pressures the regime with siege in Qamishli.. Demonstrations in
reaction], 12January 2021uyrl

906\/OA, Fresh Clashes Erupt Between Kurdish, Government Forces in Northeast Syria, 31 Januaky 2021,

907 EPC, Dispute between the Kurdish Autonomous Administration astbsdd Regime in Masakah Governorate:
Background and Possibilities, 15 February 2081,

908 AA, YPG/PKK, Assad regime mutually ease blockades, 3 Februamyr021,

909 Al Moritor, Syrian government, SDF trade accusations of violations of Russidiated ceasdire, 8 February 2021rl

910UN Security Courlcimplementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 18 Februarly pOML,

911 SOHR, Aleppo countryside | Turkish forces shell five villages and positions in Keidisheas, 22 March 202ar|
912Reuters, Israel intensifying air war in Syria against Iranian encroachmentri20®4d ,url

913 France24, Syria says Israeli jets attacked military outposts near Aleppo, 5 May2020,

914 Al-Arabiya, [Explosions were heard in the Syrian city of Aleppo], 20 May 20P0,
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2046028/S_2021_160_E.pdf
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https://www.baladi-news.com/ar/articles/72291/%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%AF-%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AE%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%B9-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B2--%D8%B9%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.syriahr.com/en/208929/
https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/447786
https://www.voanews.com/extremism-watch/fresh-clashes-erupt-between-kurdish-government-forces-northeast-syria
https://epc.ae/topic/dispute-between-the-kurdish-autonomous-administration-and-al-asad-regime-in-al-hasakah-governorate-background-and-possibilities
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/ypg-pkk-assad-regime-mutually-ease-blockades/2132671
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/02/syria-regime-kurds-sdf-siege-qamishli-hasakah-agreement.html
https://undocs.org/S/2021/160
https://www.syriahr.com/en/210719/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-intensifying-air-war-syria-against-iranian-encroachment-2021-04-22/
https://www.france24.com/en/20200504-syrian-army-says-israeli-jets-struck-military-outposts-near-aleppo
https://www.alarabiya.net/arab-and-world/syria/2020/05/16/%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9

Safireh military complex, known for its production and storage of ballistic missiles and chemical
weapons, in Aleppo governorate on $&ptember2020°°

Security incidents

During the reporting period, there were 4D5 security incidents recorded by ACLED in Aleppo
governorate, of whom 556 were coded as explosions/remote violence, 601 battles and 248 incidents
of violence against civilians. 002 NRA Y 3 (2 Alefo 9ebofad the Isécond Bighast
number of security incidents betweenJanuan?2020 and 3March2021 after Idlib governorate.

EVENT_TYPE @ EBattles @ Explosions/Remote violence @ Violence against civilians

200
100
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Figure . Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civiikmpm
governorate in between January2020 and 3March2021, based on ACLED dafa

Security incidents were recorded in all Aleppo governorate districts during the reporting period, with
0KS KAIKSAG ydzYoSNI 2F 2@SNI f € kaf @ RBny/Tha large§ A y 3
YydzYo SN 2F ol dGftSa G221 LXIFOS Ay WSo6St {lYlyxX
SELX 2aA2yakNBY23S OA2ft Sy0S 6SNB R20dzYSyiaSR Ay
against civilians were particulagbyevalent in Afrin(seeFigurel8).

Aleppogovernorate¢ Security incidents

District Battles Remote Violepgg gt
violence civilians
Afrin 70 189 135
Ain Al Arab 4 15 6
Al Bab 98 113 37
AsSafira 3 5 2
QT I1 128 507 39
Jarablus 35 33 5
Jebel Saman 222 620 15
Menbij 41 74 9
Total 601 1556 248

Figure B. Security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilidappogovernorate
between 1Januan2020 and 3March2021. Breakdown by district based on ACLED data

915|SW, Syria Situation Report: Septembeil8,2020, 18 September 2020¢!
916 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Middle E@2L)Qupril
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http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Syria%20SitRep%20September%202%20-%20September%2015.pdf
https://acleddata.com/download/2915/

Civilian fatalities

In 2020, Aleppo had between 330(SNHR dat&)f and 446 civilian fatalities (VDC d&tg)the second
highest number of civilian fatalities recordeg SNHR, and the highest number recorded by VDC out
of all governorates in SyridMost civilian fatalities during 2020 were recorded in themms of January
and February.

In the first three months of 2021, VDC recorded 73 civilian fatalities in Aleppo governorate, while
SNHR recorded 104 civilian fatalities.

Month ‘ VDC 2020 SNHR 202C VDC 2021 SNHR 2021

January 74 66 22 12
February 117 77 20 60
March 23 15 31 32
April 56 9
May 31 58
June 14 20
July 26 29
August 13 12
September 21 22
October 42 35
November 22 36
December 7 11
Total 446 390 73 104

Figurel9. Civilian fatalities as a result of armed conflicAleppo governorate in 2028nd the first three months of 2021
Monthly breakdown based on VDC and SNHR data

According to AOAYV, in 2020 Aleppasthe worst impactedjovernorateby explosive violengawvith
1287 civilian casualties recorded, an increase from 2019 when AOAV recdr@é@ civilian
casualties?®

Infrastructure damage and explosives remnants of war

In a report published in 2020, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ES®/A) and the University of St Andrews included Aleppo governorate in the group of governorates

9171n a January 2021 report, SNHR mentid@2 civilian fatalities in Aleppo in 2020. This figure is the result of a revision of
their data. EASO email correspondence with SNHR, 222821l See SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 1,734
Civilians in Syria in 2020, including 99 in December, 1 Januaryu2Dil,12

918Based on data extracted from monthly reports on civilian casualties published by SNHR. See: SNHR, 286 Civilians, including
Four Medical and Civil Defense Personnel, Documented Killed in Syria inyZ202@r1 February 2020¢l, p. 8; SNHR, 276
Civilians, including Six Medical Personnel and Two Media Workers, Documented Killed inFjoiaany 2020, 1 March
2020,url, p. 8; SNHR, 145 Civilians, including Two MedicabReel, Documented Killed in Syria in March 2020, 1 April 2020,

url, p. 9; SNHR, 78 Civiliangliding One Media Workers, Documented Killed in Syria in April 2020, 1 Mayu?iQ$0,10;

SNHR, 125 Civiliaibocumented Killed in Syria in May 2020, including Eight Who Died Due to Torture and One Massacre, 1
June 2020url, p. 10; SNHR, 1,006 Civilians, including three Media Workers and 12 Medical and Civil Defense Personnel,
Documented Killed in Syria in the First Half of 2020, 1 July 2020, 16; SNHR, 107 Civilians, including 26 Children and 11
Women, Documented Killed in Syria in July 2020, 2 August 262@, 10; SNHR, 122 Civilians, including 21 Children and
Seven Women, Documented Killed in Syria in August 2020, 1 SeptembeuflPp0,10; SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims

the Lives of 102 Civilians, including 15 Children, 10 Women, Three Medical Personnel and 12 Viction3 ddure, 1

October 2020url, p. 9; SNHR, Eajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 126 Civilians, including 18 Children, Eight Women, One
Media Worker and 10 Victims Due to Torture, 1 November 2020p. 10; SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 172
Civilians, including 16 Children, 11 Women, and 30 Victims Due to Torture, 1 DecembarrR@2®; SNHR, Extrajudicial

Killing Claims the Lives of 1,734 Civilians in Syria in 2020, including 99 in December, 1 Januany 2024,

919 Based on monthly civilian fatalities figures &820-2021shared by VDC with EASO

920 AOAV, Explosive Violence Monitor 2020, March 2081p. 12
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https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_1734_Civilians_in_Syria_in_2020_Including_99_in_December_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/286_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_January_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Documenting_the_killing_of_276_civilians_including_6_medical_and_2_media_cadres_in_Syria_in_February_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Documenting_the_killing_of_145_civilians_including_2_medical_personnel_in_Syria_in_March_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/78_Civilians_including_One_Media_Worker_Documented_Killed_in_Syria_in_April_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/125_Civilians_Documented_Killed_in_Syria_in_May_2020_including_Eight_Who_Died_Due_to_Torture_and_One_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/1006_Civilians_including_Three_Media_Workers_and_12_Medical_and_Civil_Defense_Personnel_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/107_Civilians_including_26_Children_and_11_Women_Documented_Killed_in_Syria_in_July_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/122_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_August_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_102_Civilians_including_15_Children_10_Women_Three_Medical_Personnel_and_12_Victims_Due_to_Torture_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/126_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_October_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/172_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_November_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_1734_Civilians_in_Syria_in_2020_Including_99_in_December_en.pdf
https://aoav.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Explosive-Violence-Monitor-2020-V3-single-pages.pdf

that sustained the highest damage to physical cagftalvithin this group, Aleppo sustained the

highest percentage of the total damage (326 The sourcestaR G Kl § (KA & KA 3IK LISNI
explained by factors including urban size, population density and their large capital stock, mainly
AYRAZAGNRAF T YR AYFNI adNUzOGdzNBEQ |a ¢Sttt Fa o0& GK
governorates’?

Based on the Syria Mulsector Needs Assessment of 2020, the Shelter Cluster assessedAleipo
governorate 28.3% of the population was living in damaged buildifgs.

In Aleppo city, as of December 2016, around¥6df healthcare facilities have beelamaged or
destroyedc¢ with 35% being completely destroyed. As of February 2017, almostillibn tons of
debris were left in the city which would take an estimated six years to ¥8arFebruary 2017 it was
estimated that the total cost of the damage to Aleppo city ranges somewhere betwees.@Bilion

and USDY.6billion ¢ 66 % of this is attributed to housirt§> Electricity in Aleppo city was supplied
primarily from generators ah only private hospitals were reported to opera&.According to a
report dated 6February2019, access to functional water networks was reportedly limited, only three
in ten households could rely on the water netwdfk.

SOHR observed thatansiderable number of IDPs returned to their areas of origin in eastern Aleppo
OAGes WRSaALAGS GKS LINBGIfSyli RSaAaGNHOGA2YQd wSLJE
damaged buildings, and dozens were injured when their damaged buildings edlfdpFhe UK

based media outlet, the Natiorfa!, stated on 2March2021 that the eastern part of Aleppo city
WNBYFAya Ay NizAyazx fFNHStft@& RSaASNISR FyR fFO1Ay3
source, believed that the neglect from ihK G KS SF&AGSNYy LI NI 2F GKS OhA
O2ftf SOGADS LlzyAaKYSyild o0& GKS aidlrasS Ay Bohid o1t a
28Augusti nHNX 9yl o . FfFRA aKIFINBR LAOGd2NBaE 2F GKS W
Alepr ORGe Qo

The GoS authorised a smstlale rehabilitation of some historical sites in Old Aleppo, overseen by the
Aga Khan Foundation together with the Syrian Trust for Development and by the Russian charity,
Akhmad Kadyrov Foundation. Moreover, the waitiiés of the United Nations Development Program
(UNDP) were limited to the rehabilitation of a number of shops in four histon@aketsin Old
Aleppo??According to the Guardian, the Aga Khan Foundation supported the reconstruction of some
of the markes, while foreign congregations helped to restore a number of churéfdairthermore,

921 ESCWA and University of St Andrews, Syria at War: Eight Years OnurR@2®0; The source defines loss to physical

OFLIAGEE 1a AyOfdzRAY3I WLINAGEGS | yR Lz t A Qs, ogpijak and Bmdoliegs 2 y | Y R
FYR LRSSNE 6FGSNE alyAldrdiAzyz GNXyaLR2NI yR O02YYdzyAOlFGA2ya
War: Eight Years On, 2020], p. 49

922ESCWA and University of St Andrews, Syria at War: Eight Year§ @r50

923 Global ShelteCluster, Syrian Arab Republic: Whole of Syria Shelter/NFI Sector Humanitarian Needs Overview 2021, 1

March 2021 url, pp. 6, 8

924\World Bank (The), Theoll of War: The Economic and Social Consequences of the Conflict in Syriarl2@p727, 39

925\World Bank (The), Syria Damage Assessmentladtsd cities Aleppo, Hama, Idlib, March 20a, pp. iv, vi

2hSg , 2N] ¢AYSE O0¢KSOZ 2KIFG WtAOU2NERQ [221&ard[A1SY | w2dNyS$S
927\World Bank (The), The Mobility of Displaced&@gian Economic and Social Analysis, 6 February @018, 137

928 SOHR, ¢ @ @ Y n [Eastern Aleppo

neighbourhoods after 4 years in the control of the Syrian regime: remnants of the military machine claim dozens of lives..
Crises, lawlessness and influence oftfeacomplicate life], 21 December 2020

929 National(The), About us, n. durl

930 National (The), East Aleppo: Syria's former rebel bastion languishes in ruins, 29 Marclr2021,

931 Enab Baladi, Destruction scenes in Salaheddine district in Aleppo, 28 Augusir2020,

932 Syria Direct, Y [Aleppo ruins: selective and improvised rehabilitation that jeopardises the
historical identity of the city], 1 February 2021|

933 Guardian (The), How Syria's blasted landmarks anirsg to rise from the ruins, 29 August 2020
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria-at-War-8-years-on-Report-Final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria-at-War-8-years-on-Report-Final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria-at-War-8-years-on-Report-Final.pdf
https://www.sheltercluster.org/sites/default/files/docs/wos_snfi_hno2021_analysis_1.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/27541/The%20Toll%20of%20War.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/530541512657033401/pdf/121943-WP-P161647-PUBLIC-Syria-Damage-Assessment.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/20/world/middleeast/syria-recovery-aleppo-douma.html
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/31205/9781464814013.pdf
https://www.syriahr.com/%D8%A3%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-4-%D8%B3%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7/411895/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/about-us
https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/east-aleppo-syria-s-former-rebel-bastion-languishes-in-ruins-1.1192602
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2020/09/destruction-scenes-in-salaheddine-district-in-aleppo/
https://syriadirect.org/%D8%A2%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%84-%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D9%87%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9/?lang=ar
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2020/aug/29/how-syrias-blasted-cities-are-rising-from-the-ruins

those with enough money in Aleppo city have repaired their homes or businesses to the best of their
abilities, and some cafés have opened, but no organised reconstnyataject has been initiatetf

Ly 6SaidSNy !'fSLIR O2dzyiNBEAARSY GKS 2FFSyar@dgsS (2
widel NBI SF¥FFSOiGaz AyOf dzRAyYy 3 ol N#eR Syriedca8u¥ed deEtrudtion LJ2 LJdz
and damage to civilinfrastructure, including healthcare facilit?é% and left frontline areas close

to strategic locations in ruin€®w9 ! / 1 a4l 6SR ddKFd GKS O2y¥FftAO00 was
F2N) K2dzaSK2f Ra NBAARAY3I Ay GIKS O aliEakSS aUSIBNIBOR2SYYQIB/ AA
destroyed occupied shelters and severely damaged occupied shelters was reported in 72% and 79%

2F O02YYdzyAGASas NBaLISOGAGSteQd ¢KS az2dz2NOS: K24S
shelters in the assessed commued in Aleppo governorat®’ A recent attack in western Aleppo
countryside took place on 2#larch2021, when artillery shelling targeted a hospital in Atareb and

caused six deaths and 16 injurf&s.

{@NAI wSO2@SNE mNtiEranor tr@udihdRinitiatedabg Be) Groupkdf Friends of the
{@8NRLFY tS2LXS FYyR Ala 22N]Ay3 DNRBLstatedythatdnrO2 y 2 Y A (
Y2NIKSNY €SI 3JI28SNYy2NF Sz + WO2yaARSNIoOfES
infrastructureR dzS G2 GKS 3ANRgAYy3I LRLMzZ FGA2y OX8 RdzS (2 A
infrastructure and increased pressure on the distribution netw@ik

In its situation report published onMarch2021, UNOCHA observed that the prevalence of explosive
hazards in residential areas and public spacesinnorha i { @ NA I WO2y GAydzSa (2
OAGAT AL YaQad ! bh/ | !JanudRyRu&IRBebrialydd21 ot haSeSgen sewen IED
explosions and two incidents of ERW in nentbst Syriahat resulted in civilian casualti€st WFP

also mentioned the existence of explosive hazards in raetkt Syrig*? In Afrin, ACAPS, citing a key
informant interviewed on 2@anuarn?2021, stated that the high prevalence of explosive hazards was

one of thereasons that resulted i/ery high protection need®specially for women, children, and

0KS YdzZNRAAR LR2LIA F GA2Y QO

A nonexhaustive list of incidents of explosive hazards that impacted civilians across Aleppo
governorate in 2020 and early 2021 includid following:

1 On 17March2020, a boy was killed, and his father injured in a reported landmine explosion
in a field outside Ain Arabin north-easternAleppo countrysidé

1 On 8April2020, two civilians were injured in the detonation of ttemdmines in the villages
of Alawshah and Tall Susin in northern Aleppo country¥ie.

BphSg 1 dzYFyAGENALFY 6¢KS0S Ly {&@NAl Q&audl fSLIRT I aft2s NBodzAf R
985HRW, "Targeting Life in Idlib": Syrian and Russian Strikes on Civilian Infrastructure, 15 Octohet 2020,

936 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 3
September 2020url, para. 17

987 REACH, Northwest Syri€onditions in Communities of Return Idleb, Aleppo, Hama June 2020, 17 Julp20@04;

REACH collected data between 5 and 17 June 2020 fioEkgy informants per assessed location covering 12 subdistricts

in northwestern Syria, including Daret Izza and Atarib in Aleppo governorate. REA@yest Syria= Conditions in
Communities of Return Idleb, Aleppo, Hama June 2020, 17 July039,1

938|RC, Syria: IRC statement on hospital attack in western Aleppo, 21 Marctu@021,

939 SRTF, Overview, n. dr]

940 SRTF, Rehabilitation of Water and Sanitation Infrastructure in a District in Northern Al&pase |, 30 November 2020,

url

941 UNOCHA, Recent Developments in Northwest Syria Situation Report Nas 26 26 February 2021, 26 February 2021,

U_rl, p 2

942\WFP, Syrian Arab Republic: mVAM Bulletin Issue no. 51, 31 Decembeurq2Q,

943 ACAPS, Humanitarian needs in Afrin, 3 March 2021p. 3

944UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resaki2d39 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 23 Apnilr(G20,8

945UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Counaluésns 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 24 Jungl2020Qy
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https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2019/01/30/syria-s-aleppo-slow-rebuild-begins
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/10/15/targeting-life-idlib/syrian-and-russian-strikes-civilian-infrastructure
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/44/61
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/REACH_SYR_NWS_HSOS-Zoom-in-Conditions-in-communities-of-return_June-2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/REACH_SYR_NWS_HSOS-Zoom-in-Conditions-in-communities-of-return_June-2020.pdf
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/syria-irc-statement-hospital-attack-western-aleppo
https://www.srtfund.org/articles/1_overview
https://www.srtfund.org/projects/447_rehabilitation-of-water-and-sanitation-infrastructure-in-a-district-in-northern-aleppo-phase-i
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2046724/nw_syria_sitrep25_20210226.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2043408/WFP-0000122803.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ACAPS%20Short%20note%20-%20Syria%20-%20Humanitarian%20needs%20in%20Afrin%20%2803%20March%202021%29.pdf
https://undocs.org/S/2020/327
https://undocs.org/S/2020/576

1 On 12April 2020, the reported detonation of UXO resulted in the death of a civilian in Kafr

Nouran in western rural Aleppy®
f On 29June2020, a landmine reportedly d@ty' I 4§ SR Ay { KdzQl €06 y SI NJ WI NI
death of a boy and the injury of another. Another landmine reportedly detonated in an
agricultural land in the Sukkariyah village in eastern rural Aleppo dui3€2020 and injured
two boys %
On 16July2020, an UXO detonated in Afrin city, injuring two boys who were playing with it.
On 23July2020, three child siblings were killed, and 11 civilians were injured when a weapon
RSLI2G SELX 2RSR ySIEN GKS W!I N¥dzii | KQzdre®®® OF YLI y!
1 On 26September2020, a reported landmine detonated in an agricultural land in the village

of Qasim in nortlwestern rural Aleppo and resulted in the injury of two civili&tis.
1 On 10March2021, one child was killed, and three others injured wadandmine detonated

in AFMyassar neighbourhood in the eastern part of Aleppo ity.

= =

Mine Action Review stated that the Syrian Civil Defence conducted 289 cluster munition remnants
(CMR) clearance tasks in Aleppo governorate in 2019 and destroyediBT2istions and 46 UXO.

The report also stated that Russian troops trained SAA engineers on mine clearance in a training centre
established in Aleppo in 207

Displacement and return

In its Humanitarian Needs Overview of 2021, UNOCHA stated that Asiguist 2020, Aleppo
governorate had 235200 IDPS$® Between January and December 2020, Aleppo ranked as the
second governorate in terms of IDP movements in Syria after degisteringg90000 IDP movements
from or within the governorate, 72600 IDP mvements to or within the governorate and 4080
IDP movements within the governorat¥ The largest numbers occurred in January (aroundGBR
IDPs, including 8600 people arriving from within Aleppo governorate and4d® IDPs from Idlib
governorate)and February (around 29100 IDPs, including 2200 people arriving from within
Aleppo governorate and 6800 from Idlib governorate¥® This displacement wave coincided with the
military operations whereby the forces of the GoS, backed by Russian @ fecaptured several
towns and villages in theorth-westerncountryside of Aleppo, and consolidated their control in the
governorate?®® Moreover, the ©l observed that by midrebruary 2020, nearly 1600 IDPs fled the
area of Atarib and its environs imestern Aleppo due to the military operations in western rural

946 UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Cduesolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 24 Jungl2p207

947UN Security Council, Implementation of Securityi@il resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 20 Augusdf p028,

948 UN Security Council, Implemtaion of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 20 Augusdt p020,

949UN Secuty Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 20 Augusf p029,

950UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 14 Octoloel, 020,

BLARTA, [Death of one child and injury of three others in the detonation of an ERW

mine in Aleppo], 10 March 202!

952 Mine Action Review, Clearing Cluster Munition Remnants 2020, 1 October2020,168

953 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overviena8yArab Republic, March 2021y, p. 14

954 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Movements OverviewpP&en2020, 16 February 202k|

955UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Movements January 2020, 25 Februaml;208@QCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP

Movements February 2020, 6 April 2020,

956 Al Jazeera, Syrian army strengthens Aleppo grip before Rlisdiay talks, 16 February 2026]; Reuters, Syrian forces

consolidate control of Aleppo, air strikes under way, 17 February 20P@&rad b S6ax ! 84l RQa F2NDS& (11 €
FSEFENBR 2F WOI 1 ai NBIUBNSEE Sitvation REporiNEzbriddy 58120202F February 2020]
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Aleppo®’The UN Security Council report of 28ril 2020 stated that around 40000 IDPs moved to

W NBFa Ay y2NIKSNY ! fSLIR D2 JSNY 2NINOGHE obseyvédt dzR A y 3
GKFIG GKS WNBfFGAGS OFLfYQ F2ft26Ay3 GKS OSIF ASTANF
the IDPs movements registered in APfiiMay’®®, and June 2028, WI a Yl yeé L5ta @Kz K
displaced from southern Idleb and western Aleppo governorates during the hostilities between
December 2019 and March 2020 returned to sli$tricts near frontlines¥?

In 2021, UNOCHA reported on aroundd0® IDP movementsr{fm locations within and from outside
the governorate) in January and around 200 IDP movements (from locations within and from
outside the governorate) in Februa¥3?. In March 2021, UNOCHA reported around309 IDP
movements from or within Aleppo gowaorate, 15500 of which being recorded within the
governorate®®*

As regards the return movements in Aleppo governorate, UNOCHA indicated that in 2020 there were
145000 IDP return movements from or within the governorate, 0P8 IDP return movements to or

within the governorate and 10Q00 IDP return movements within governorafé.In April 2020,

UNOCHA observed a significant increase in spontaneous returns in Syria, most likely due to the
WNBfFGABS OFftY 20aSNWISR 2y ierkeBt ofMLBhd292B. Bhe Balicel 2 6 A Y =
a0l GSR GKIFG L5ta FTNRBY 6SaidSNyYy !'fSLIJ2 YR LRfAO 3
2F 2NRAIAYQI |YyR Ay !SI 32 SNy 2000 (tod bcailoksS Y dzY 6
within and outside the geernorate)®°®TheColobserved that most of the returns that took place after

GKS OSIFaSTANB FF3aINBSYSyild 6SNB R20dzySyiSR Ay I NBI
3 NR dzLJL@abded tkabaround 14000 IDPs displaced since December 2019 retutoedeas in

Idlib and western Aleppo governorates, of whomG&D to Atarib®®’In its report of 24June2020, the

report of the UN Secretar(teneral stated that the return of IDPs in areas not controlled by the GoS

in Idlib and Aleppo governorates contirdjevith more than 18@00 IDPs returning to areas including

Atarib, Daret l1zza and Taftanaz in rural Aleppo. The source added that a humanitarian assessment
YAdaA2Yy G2 1 dz2NyedGlky &dzoRA &GN OW pebgednbdiRpladeddied Wi A Y
FNBF® wSLRNISRfex WiKS alOltS 2F RSaAGNHOGA2Yy G2
dire lack of public services posed a major impediment to civilian refths

In 2021, UNOCHA reported or221 spontaneous returns (from locationstwn and outside the
governorate) in January and658 spontaneous returns (from locations within and outside the

957UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 3
September 2020url, para. 64

958 UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), Z0APylrl, para. 5; see also: UN Human Rights
Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 3 Septembédy 2020,
para. 59

959 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Movements April 2020, 31 Mawi2020,

960 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Movements May 2020, 25 JunerR020,

9%61UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Movements June 2020, 23 July2020,

962 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Movements May 2020, 25 JunerR020,

963 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Movesndatuary 2021, 4 March 202&l; UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP
Movements February 2021, 1 April 2021,

964 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, IDP Movements. March 2021, 12 Maur2021,

965 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Spontaneous Returns Stock and Flow Da&xag,J2019url

966 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Spontaneous Returns April 2020, 2 Jumé 2020,

967UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 3
September 20204rl, para. 79

968 UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 24 Jungl2pafm. 6
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governorate) in Februa?® In March 2021, UNOCHA reporte@@) spontaneous IDP returns to or
within Aleppo governoraté’®

969 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP movements and IDP spontaneous return movements data [second Gheet tab
Summary since 2016], updated 1 April 2024,

970UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Spontaneous Returns. March 2021, 12 May 2021,
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Map 8: © MapAction, Hama governoreié

2.3.1 General description athe governorate

Hama governorate is located in the central region of Syria and has internal borders with the
governorates of Latakia and Tartous to the west, Idlib, AlepgbRagga to the north, and Homs to

the south®”? The surface of the governorate is 180km?, and it comprises five districts: Hama,
Misyaf[Masyaf] MuhardalfMuhradal], SuqailbiydAsSugaylabiyah and SalamiyafAsSalamiyeh

It alsocomprises six cities, 27 towns, 578 villages, and 658 ffims.

The latest census conducted by the Central Bureau of Statistics in Syria was in 2004, and according to
which, the number of residents in Hama governorate W&84953%* The Syrian Central Bureau of
Statistics estimated the population of Hama governorate in 2019 to @82900°7° In a March 2021

report, UNOCHA estimated the population of Hama governorate to be487074°7® With regards

to the capital of the governorat the CIA estimated that the population of Hama city was®@2Din

202177

971 MapAction, Hama governorate, 29 July 2006,

972UNCS and UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: Reference Mapuaig 2013url

973 AWahda, [Hama], n.d.url

974 Syria, Central Bureau of Statistics, General Census, 2004,

975 Syria, Central Bureau ofe8stics, Estimate of the population in Syria by governorates, atH.,
976 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Syrian Arab Repyatich 2021url, p. 23

977 CIA, World Factbook, Syria, last updated: 3 May 2021,

104



https://maps.mapaction.org/dataset/217-2944
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/130117_SYR_ReferenceMap.pdf
http://alwehda.gov.sy/index.php/%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9/%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87
http://cbssyr.sy/General%20census-EN.htm
http://cbssyr.sy/yearbook/2020/Chapter_2.rar
https://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/syria_2021_hno_advance_copy.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/syria/#people-and-society

According to Fabrice Balanche, Sunni Muslims constituted the majority of the residents of Hama city,

while Alawites are particularly absent from the city due to the hostilityofésidents towards this
minority?2¢ KS $S&aGSNYy O2dzyiNEB&aAARSI 2y (GKS 20KSNJ KI YR
I KNRAGAFYXS |y R BINRY IR AL advA-fATEIARS S ONE O2y OSY G NI G SR
Hama®° Additionally, the gvernorate has a Christian preseff¢e particularly in the town of

adzKl NRIFKZ gKAOK Ad WLIINBR2YAYlIylafte [/ KNRAGAFIYQO®

2.3.2 Conflict background and armed actors

I'FYlF 32@8SNY2NF 4GS osFa AYLIOGSR o0& (GKS WSINIie OAQD
IDPs due to its prOX|m|tyto areas of high tenﬁ%’nAccordmg to UNOCHAIH(I gl a Ql 2)/351(3
FSg IF2@SNYy2NX GSa GKFd oSNB AV?fdzsyOSR 0 € KS SI

i .
2012, in HamaWa SNA 2dza | N¥SR O2y FNRy il dA2ya o06SG6SSy 2LJ
occurred® G KS dzNbBFy OSYUGNB 2F | Yl OAGe gAlGySaaSR fAY
the control of GoS® The totality of the city came under the control of tk&oS forces in 2014, and

the northern and eastern countryside was captured by the opposition. Some areas were particularly
contested, such as those around Muhardah, Madiq Castle, Kafr Zeita, Talaf, and®ABetiueen

2014 and 2017, several offensives amashes occurred between government forces and opposition

groups®’ The SAA and Iranidracked militias intensified their operations in the governorate in

201798

In a press release dated F@bruaryi M P> hl / Il w 203ASNBSR 'y o ONBI &S
State actors and in the use of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) in areas they control, including by
G§KS SEGNBYAAlG 3INPKeLYS 689 BEEQediteddin: Féidar 2019t that the HTS
WagSLII GKNRdAAK G2goya IHyaR oBxtff RS a8 Ry2 AlyRyA30 LIINHIG
FYR T2NOSR a2YS NBo6St FlLOGAzya 2dzi yR 2%¥WKSNAR 1z
Moreover, a DIS/DRC report dated February 2019 reported on clashes betwe&ofrmilitias and

GoS force, and on infighting between pr@oS armed groups in Hama governorate. According to the

source, some of these clashes escalated to the use of heavy machine guns anepropkéed

grenades (RPGs) and caused casualties among ci¥ifians.

In April 2019, kS D2{ F2NDS&Q 02Y6l NRYSyid 2F | NBIFa O2y
intensified®?! OO2NRAY 3 (2 !/ [95Qa wSAA2yIlf wS@OASGg 2F Wdz
D2{ F2NOS& IyR NBo6St 3INRdzJA O2yiAydzSanddegimeR WA Yy i
F2NOSaQd |1 26SOSNE GKS | G0SYLI-keldréas D Adftherh pladaS a (2

978Balanche, F{, SO0 I NA | YA &Y AWashingioNInstitOtd for/Naa@Bast Pdlicy, I9048,p. 6
97%Balanche, F{, SOG I NA | YA &Y AWashingioNInstittd for/Naa@Hast Pdlicy, 9048, p. 43
9%0Balanche, F, SOG I NA I YA &Y AWashingioNInstitOtd for/Naa@Hast Pdlicy, 9048, p. 15
981USDOS, 2019 Report on International Religious Freedom: Syria, 10 Juner2(24@,

982 Al Masdar News, Syrian Christians hold mass in Mhardeh town as life in north Hama gradually normalizes, 8 May 2017,

url

983 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: Governorates Profile, Juneu20p4,16

984 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: Governorates Profile, Juneu20p4,16

985\World Bank (The), Syria Damage Assessment: aftedleities Aleppo, Hama, Idlib, March 20, p. 12

986 UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: Governorates Profile, Juneu20p4,16

987Washington Institute, Russia's Military Strategy in Syria Becoming Clearer as lts Forces Engage in Combat2013¢tobe

url; RFE/RL, Russi&peaking Militants Prepare To Fight Assad In Hama, 22 October @01%yria Direct, Rebel
O2YYLFYRSNBRY I Yl 2FFSyargsS (2 WNB{ wriSSOSR, Cihifinaecd diasles ig Mfama f S LILI2 ¢
countryside, 3 April 2017, https://www.syriahr.com/en/64056/

988 MEI, Syrian Army, Ira@ontrolled Militias Intensify Ggrations in Hama Province, 14 April 200,

989 OHCHR, Syria: Bachelet alarmed by upsurge in attacks and civilian casualtiesl® Faitiruary 201Yrl

990BBC News, Syria war: Jihadist takeover in rabkl Idlib sparks alarm, 26 February 2049,

991 D|S/DRC, Syria: Security Situation in Damascus Province and Issues Regarding Return to Syria, Fehmiapy 2019,

992New Arab (The), Syrian regime offensive leaves 26 dead in Hama, 6 Maur2019,
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https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24178&LangID=E
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-47252257
https://www.nyidanmark.dk/-/media/Files/US/Landerapporter/Syrien_FFM_rapport_2019_Final_31012019.pdf?la=da&hash=1D3D1379FE87D3D296B05659F0447C25B0410736
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were unsuccessfif® Human Rights Watch stated that between &gril and 3June2019, Syrian and

wdza aAly FT2NOSa WOl NNr§ duy &rdas aréadiy tReNdidR Mama, aind Aléppid- O 1 &
IJ2PSNY2NF 1SaQ> FyR dzaSR 0 PYByYy &i®Rends @ Buhd2201® thé $AR 0 I NN
ONRdzAKG WYlFaaA@dS YAEAGFINE NBAYFT2NOSYSyida 2F KSI
logistic equipmat to the north-westernO2 dzy G NE AA RS 2% 1Yl LINRPZAYOSQo®

In August 2019, the GoS accused rebel groupsoirth-western Syria of violating the Astana

agreement and resumed military operations and air raids in the area, causing civilian #éattsr

that month, the SAA encircled a cluster of reheld towns in Hama countryside and imposed a siege

on the area. Allegedlyhe SAA opened a humanitarian corridor in the village of Suran for civilians to

leave the regiof’®” The German Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF) stated that on
23Augusti nmdp GKS {!'! WLyy2dzyOSR GKS O2YIKdzead I ¥R 42 NJ
FYyR GKFG 1 FYF LINB@GAYOS gl a WO2yAARSNB®OMm2 0SS -
24 August2019, the Iranian AAlam TV reported that the SAA captured Latamneh in northern Hama

and secured the main towns in Hama countryside wiicA NS SELI2 aSR (G2 NBo6Sf aQ

to the source, the vast majority of northern Hama countryside was recaptured by the SAA 5§°then.

t26F NRa GKS SYyR 2F wHamdpI Wiy $aEsOSyifindludidg/intleT YA A
northern part of Hama governorate was reported by different souf€&s.

As of March 2021, the GoS controlled mosHaina governorate excluding a small swath of territory
in the northhwestem part of the provincel®? (see alsdviap 4).

Syrian Arab Army and affiliated armed groups

Recent information on SAA deployments in Hama governorate could not be found among the sources
consulted by EASO within time constraints. Units of the SAA were reported to be present in Hama
governorate in early March 2026%2 For deployments of the SAA in Hama governorate as of

3 April 2020 see the&eASO COI Report: Syriecurity situation fMay 2020)

Al-Modon, in an article published on May 2019, also referred to the deploymenf the 5" Corps,
the 15t Division, the 14 Division, the 9 Division, and 79 Battalion in Hama governoraté®

In its report of 3September2020, theColstated that the Hama Military Airbase was used to launch

an air strike on a commercial area ititbccity that killed at least 19 civilians on J&uary2020. The
NBLRZ2NIO adrdSR GKFG woO2yaAraluAayad gAGK gAdySaa adal
obtained by the Commission, indicate that a Syrian MiG 23 (Flogger) departed from Hbiag M

Airbase at 2:06 p.m. hours and was observed flying towards Idlib city at the time of the attack on Al

IFE YN SGpQ
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KS 9y GANBGE 2 ¥ ntryside] 240Rugust 200871K SNy / 2 dz
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Syria, 26 March 2021y1

1002\\/aters, G., Current Syrian Army Deployments, International Review, 13 Decembeunr2019,

1003 Al Modon, [Map of military deployments on Idlib Fronts and the Adjacent Parts], 15 May
2019,url

1004YJN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic,
3 September 202Qurl, Annex Ill, paras. 9, 12
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https://undocs.org/A/HRC/44/61

Northern Hama was the core territory of the Tiger Forces, and the followinggsulps were
reportedly present in the governoratehe Taha Regiment (which was from SahGA&b), Sheikh
Mubarak Regiment (on the Abu Dakis), the Tarmeh Regiment (outside its hometown of Qomhana),
Sahabat Regiment (near the town of Kawkab), and the Hawareth Regiment (in-Sdiab)i® Al-
Modon staed that the Tiger Forcesame second in terms of density and deployment in Hama
governorate. The source mentioned the following regiments that maintained a presence in the
governorate: Tarmeh, Hawashem, Elite, and Hawal®ffThe Tiger Forces are also kroas the 2%
Special Mission Forces Divisif) and they were reportedly involved in targeting a Turkish convoy of
vehicles that was heading to evacuate a Turkish observation post in Hama countryside on
18 October20201°% |n addition to the Tiger Forces, sources referred to the presence-GhAwar
militia (which is allegedly affiliated with theé"Division}®®, the NDF, andAl-Quds Brigade in rural
Hamal010

In an article about private security companies in Syria published dpefpfember2020, Manhal

Baresh stated that a category of such companies inherited dissolved loyalist militias, and maintained
presence in several govesrates including Ham®!' Another category comprised companies

affiliated with Russia, such as IS Hunters which was headquartered in Hama goveltidiEie.

O2YLI ye ol a W2@0SNASSY SyiANBfeQ o6& GKS 2He3dy SNI 3|
eastern Hama governorafé!?

Anti-GoSarmed groups

In a report published on 2Banuary2020, the UN Security Council, citing UN Member States, reported

on military operations and attacks conducted blurras abDin (HAD) in different governorates

including Hama®“*| 2 6 SOSNE | PRI Y o6 KNBNWORY(IAydzSR (2 02y
north-western{ & NR& I Q July?B20,2h¢ greup took over the military positions of HAD and the
Fathbatou Operations Rodfi#°along AlGhab Plain in Hama governorafés

An anonymous military observer, cited by Enab Baladi BatBuary2021, statedhat a group called
Ansar AlTurkistan maintained eight military points in-@hab Plain in western Hama governorate.
According to the source, the group is affiliated with the Turkistan Islamic Party (TIP) and comprised

1005\Waters, G., Understanding @yF Qa aAf AGFNE 5SS 28YSyida Ay WREAGT LyGSNYI G

1006 Al Modon, [Map of military defioyments on Idlib Fronts and the Adjacent Parts], 15 May

2019,url

10071 OO2NRAY3 G2 9ylod . lfFTRAS GKS ANRAZIOKE GHISR axidsanNz wSCIFNBRY
in August 2019 and was tred by Russian forces in Syria. Enab Baladi, [Russian media

publish pictures of Suheil Masan with Russian special forces], 22 March 2021,
1008NPA, Russiabacked Syrian government forces target Turkish convoy in Syria, 18 Octobeu@020,

1009Al-Abdullah, H., [Militias affiliatedwith Assad forces humiliate and detain a police
brigadiergeneral and other officers], 18 November 20018,

1010 Al Modon, [Map of military deployments on Idlib Fronts and the Adjacent Parts], 15 May
2019,url

1011 Bgresh, M., Private Security Companies in Syria: New Agents at the Regimé SNIA OSs 9dzNR LISIyYy ! yA @S
September 20204rl, p. 8

1012Baresh, M., Private Security Companies in Syria: N8 A Ga 4 GKS wS3aAYSQa { SNIBWAOSIT 9 daN
September 202Qyrl, p. 17; Omran for Strategic Studies, PiadilTop Private Security Companies in Syria, 11 February 2019,

url

0183  NBAaKZ adr t NARGFGS {SOdNRGe /2YLIyASa Ay {&NRIFY bSg ! IS,
September 20204rl, p. 18

1014 YN Security Council, Letter dated 20 January 2020 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to
NBaz2fdziAz2zya MHCcT OMPPPLI mMpyd 6HAMMO YR HHpo Qaidampd O2y 0S|
associated individuals, groups, undertakings and entities addressed to the President of the Security Council, 20 January 2020

url, para. 17
05CF GKOoFG2dz hLISNT GA2y & w2 aslition hraupd, inciding Hurras@lADih yAnsarial IdlaMEsBr al2 LILJ
Din, Tansigiyat Alihad, and Liwa Mlugatileen Al y & NQR® / F NISNJ / SYGSNJ 6 ¢KS0Z-2299Y[, .

August 2020, 2 August 2028/, FN. 6
1016 Carter Center (The), Weekly Conflict Summary | 27-Riugust 2020, 2 August 20201, p. 2
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dozens of fighters who had defectéim other factions such as Ahrar8ham, HTS, and the FSK.
a2NB2@OSNE 9yIo . FfIFTRA YR {&NRARI ¢£| BRERSERODSKB I NEISI
a Russian military command centre in Kafr Nabal in Idlib governorate in retaliation faHitigpdf 11
2T GKS 3ANRAzZLIQa YAfAGlIyida o0& wdzaaiAly T2NOSa Ay 6¢

Russia

Jusoor for Studié?'® stated on 6January2021 that Russia ha23 military bases and posts in Hama
governorate the highestnumber out of all govaoratesaccording to the source. A map shared by
the source showed that the concentration of the Russian military sites was in the north of the
governorate'®?®

The Syrian opposition news agency, Orient, stated that Russian officers positioned in Haama milit
FANLIR2 NI RAAYIFYy(GifSR é6KIFIG 61 & (y26y Fa WiKS LRfAD
the airport and included Irabacked militias, namely Aaqger Brigade, ADuds Brigade, the Syrian
Hezbollah, and remnants of SoquefAl K N> QI | yrRIBahk. Adkdrdinéts the source, the

wdza aAly F2NOSa SELIStfSR (K24S 3INRdzZLIA FNRY GKS | A
FYR AYF2NXYIGAZ2Y G2 LaN)}StA 2SS0 FAIKGSNBRO® FyR 7T
On 28February2021, Orient stated that the Hama military airport was transformed into a Russian

military base and that Russia started to withdraw its forces from the city of Saraqeb, in Idlib
governorate, to the airport in Hamid?2

Iran and lrarbacked militias

According to Jusoofor Studies Iran hadsix military bases and posts in Hargavernorate A map
shared by the source showed that Iranian military sites were present in Hama city and in the northern
part of the governoraté®??

As regards Hezbollah, Jusdor Studiesstated that the group hadour military sitesin Hama

comprising points that were independent, joint or seshiared with Iranian force¥2*On 4June2019,

the Syrian platform SY24, shared a list of the prominent locations in H@wvernorate in which

Iranian militias were allegedly deployed. The list included locations in Misy&tlag A € I ~ a | QN
Mount, Shalyout village, Qomhana, and Salamiya. The source also referred to the existence of
recruitment offices recruiting young mentinmilitias affiliated with the IRG¥2®

1017Enab Baladi, ¢ a [Deaths and injuries from Ansar-Alrkistan in a GoS forces shelling
in AFGhab Plain], 5 February 2021]|

1018Enab Baladi, [A faction said that it tageted a Russian premise in Kafr Nabal], 7 February 2021,
url; Syria TV, " b [Ansar AlTawheed shells the Russian operations command cémtkeafr

Nabal in southern Idlib], 7 February 202t],

w1y AYRSLISYRSY(G AyadAaddziazy aLISOAIFEATAY3I Ay Agdloel GA2Y Y
{&8NRFY LREtAGAOIE FYR &a20AFt FFFFANR AY LI NGAOdzZ I NblFyR GKS
1020 Jysoor for Studies, Map of the Military Bases and Podterfign Forces in Syria, 6 January 2021,

1021 Qrient, b Y " [Expulsion and accusations of treason: Russian
occupation refers leaders of Assad militias to field courts and drops Idlib Liberation Room], 15 Februanyl 2021,
1022Qrient, ) [Russian withdrawals from Sarageb shock loyalists.. Repositioning

or new agreements with Turkey?], 28 February 2Q21L,

1023 Jysoor for Studies, Map of the Military Bases and Posts of Foreign Forces its Symizary 2021rl

1024 Jysoor for Studies, Map of the Military Bases and Posts of Foreign Forces in Syria, 6 January 2021

10255y24, [A SY24 Study Reveals the Locations of.IranO1 SR aAf AGAI aQ 5SLJ 2@ Y.
4 June 2019rl
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2.3.3 Recensecuritytrends and impact on the civilian population

Military operations in northern Hama governorate

The military operations that were launched in 2019 in nestbst Syria by GoS and pB»oS forces

continued in the first quarter of 2020, and intense bombardment and airstrikes were repdfted.
COARobserved that the advances of the GoS forces into northern Hama and southern Idlib
I2PSNY2NIF GSa Ay SIENIe@ wnun WYWgSABR iKS 2%HRI aha AYA
February 2020, GoS forces advanced irGWab Plain and captured several villd§&s while

opposition groups including HTS, AnsatAl 6 KSSR ' yR (KS ¢dzNJA&adGry L&f
2FFSYyaArAdS 3AFAyad mu ySgte OMEINIddZNBR D2{ 20 GAZ2Yy

On 5March2020, Russia and Turkey agreed a ceasefire that wouldhbalilities in northwest
Syria®? which sparked the spontaneous return of 2000 IDPs between 5 and 18ne2020103!
However, hostilities resumed in May 2020 as opposition factions recapturbthidra (AlTanjara)
village in northwestern Hama governorat®® and the GoS forces shelled the villages of Ankawi,
Qahira, and Quleidin in the aré®*On 19 and 2May 2020, SOHR reported on clashes that erupted
on the Ankawi frontline in AGhab Plain between GoS forces and opposition factifs.

An increase irhostilities in southern Idlib and northern Hama governorates, including Russian air

strikes occurred in the first half of June 209%.In its report of 20August2020, the UN Security

/| 2dzy OAf 20aSNBSR (GKIFG WOA @A fsHelling d@nd int&rnifient hirktiikésS R | Yy R
byproD2 SNYYSyd F2NDSaQ Ay a2dziKSNYy LRfAO6 FYyR 6Sai
June and July 2020 despite the ceasefire agreement within thesdalation ared?® On
23June2020, reinforcements by botthe GoS and the armed opposition forces to their respective

positions in AlGhab Plain in Hama governorate were reportédl.Enab Baladi reported on

27 October2020 that the NLF shelled positions of GoS forces including Jurin camp-GhdAPlain

in northern Hama governorate in retaliation for a Russian airstrike that targeted areas in western Idlib
governorate'®8North Press reported on 2Mdovembet nvn G KIF G D2{ F2NODS&a &aKSt
GKS 2LJJaAiAdAz2y 3INRdAzLIAQ A yth-weytdrd Haha. AcgoRlingvtSd flRIRA Yy DA
d2d2NOS OAGSR 6@ b2NIK tNBaaxr GKS D2{ akKStftAy3d NB

1026 Responsibility to Protect, R2P Monitor: Issue 54, 15 November 202@, 11; UN Security Council, Implementation of
Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018),
2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 21 February 2080para. 14

1027SOAR, Syria in 2021: Forecast for a protracted crisis, 28 January2021,

1028SOHR, Regime forces advance further in SaBhAb and ten villages garate them from having full control over Hama
province, and rebels carry out new offensive far east of Idlib backed by Turkish firepower, 28 Februawy|2020,

1029 Carter Center (The), Weekly Conflict Sumyri®24 FEBRUARYL MARCH 2020, 1 March 2024, p. 2

1030Reuters, Turkey says agreed with Russia on detdililbteasefire, 13 March 202@; BBC News, Syria war: Russia and
Turkey agree Idlib ceasefire, 5 March 2020,

1031REACH, Northwest Syri@onditions in Communities of Return: Idleb, Aleppo, Hama, 17 July 2020, 1

1032Enab Baladi, ¢ WCANBRG Fadl Ol GFNBSGAY3I NBIAYS F2NDSA
10 May 2020url; AFArab, H b [In an escalation.. 22 deaths among

Assad forces and Jahadi groups despite the truce], 10 May 2620,

1033Enab Baladi, ¢ WCANBRG F4adlO1 GFNBSGAY3I NBIAYS F2NDSA

10 May 2020url
0 h| wsS&a®ISE I A2y T 2ySé p wSIAYS TF-8haD&asing kasualtied) 19 MABDRf & L2 & A G
{hl waS &0t GAazy 12y Sé pGhalahdrdgité artiNd/pdidds doytherh Idi,£20 Maly 2080,

1035SAID, SYR¢ALomplex Emergency Fact Sheet #9, Fiscal Year (FY) 2020, 2 Julg,3020),Al Jazeera, Russian air raids

target NW Syria for first time in three months, 3June 2620, { h1 WA O&5 8 iA2y T2y S¢ pyu bSENI & o
pound rural Idlib and Hama, and regime forces shell the villages of Jabalvdla with artillery, 8 June 202@|

1036YUN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (202@2@A20url, para. 17

1037 Carter Center (The), WEEKLY CONFLICT SUMMARY |-228Jiunge 2020, 28 June 2020, p. 2

1038Enab Baladi, ¢ ade a [In responseo targeting Failag ABham.. NLF expands its shelling

of regime positions], 27 October 202@]
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YR Llzot A O | y RSl TINGadhesduie repNied db Mihfar&@@mentdf GoS forces being
gathered in AiGhab plain in western Hama governorate in December 28/20.

Clashes and shelling between GoS and opposition forces in western rural Hama intensified'#2021.

On 5February2021, GosS forces positioned in Hakoura village in western Hama governorate thrgete

with a missile a military car belonging to AnsafTAtkistan group in Kherbet -Nlagous village.
wSLI2NISRfez aS@Sy 2F (GKS 3ANRdzLIQa YAf A iBhaba o SNB
Baladi and Aleppo Today reported that ofr&bruary2021,clashes erupted at the Ankawi village axis

AY 6SaGSNY 1Yl F20SNY2NI 4GS 0SG6SSy NBoSt Tl OGA?Z2
advance in the area. Reportedly, SAA fighters were killed and injured during the ¢f43hes.

Violence during Desmber 2019 and January 2020 inhibited humanitarian access to frontline or to

parts of Idlib, northern Hama and southern Aleppo governorates affected by the conflict and claimed
civilian lives®**According t&SHR{45% of the documented killings in 2020coered in the first three

months due to the GoS military operations that targeted Idlib governorate and Hama counti/Side.

The UN Security Council stated that more tharf860f the deaths recorded during the months of
December 2019 and January 2020 occurred as a result of those attacks on Idlib and parts of Aleppo

and Hama governoraté8**Ly AdGa {&@NAIl Hnaun [dzYtry wA3IKGE NBLR
Helmets documented ore than 2,200 airstrikes in January and February, including 32 clusteln

attacks and 605 barrel bombs in Idlib, along with Aleppo and HEH&NHR documented one cluster

munition and 1546 barrel bomb attacks by GoS forces in Hama governorate betideezmber 2019

and March 2020%8 According to the SNHR, at least 474 barrel bombs and four cluster munitions
attacks targeted nortlwest Syria, including Hama governorate during the first half of 2020, which
resulted in civilian casualties and civilian liacidamage'®*® According to Responsibility to Protect,

over 1500 civilians were killed during the period April 2019 to March 2020 in neest Syria,

AYyOf dzZRAY3I Ay 1 IFYlF F2@0SNY2NFGSsS WySIENIeée Fff 2F gK
foND 8 Q @

ISIL activities in eastern Hama governorate

GregoryWaters observed increased regular ISIL attacks against GoS forces in 2020, with the group
operating outside of its traditional strongholds of east Homs and west Defiogzandlaunching
Faarola Ay a2dziKSNYy wlljljrKZ SFAGSNY | FYFKZI FyR
conducted higHj dzI f AG& | Gdl Ol a ¢ KAthifd and ¥hetRISof alzddcuinénied SSy 2

109t 1 3 D2PSNYYSyd TFT2NOSa O02yiGAydzS GFNBSGAY3I r20e008aAdA2y 3IANRA
1040NPA, [Gathering of GoS forces in western Hama increases fears of renewed
military operations], 22 December 2020
104INPA, Syrian government intensifies bombing on opposition sites in Idlib, 30 MarctuB0Zmarat Today,
[Large esdation between the SAA and armed factions in northwest Syria], 8 February 2021,
ANHA, Syrian Government Forces shell Idlib and Hama, 10 Aprilu2D21,
1042Enab Baladi, ¢ a [Deaths and injuries from Ansar-Alrkistan in a GoS forces shelling
in AkGhab Plain], 5 February 202#]; Syria TV, b b [Deaths and injuriefrom the Turkistani
Party in a regime shelling on western Hama], 5 February 20P1,
1043Enab Baladi, [Idlib factions repela regime infiltration in AGhab Plain], 7 February 2021];
Aleppo Today, [Deaths and injuries among the regime forces in a failed attemptivance
in western Hama], 7 February 2024|
1044UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017)4@1 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 21 February 282@aras. 14, 35
1045SHRC, SHRC documents the killing of 1,750 people in 2020, 2 Januamy|2021,
1048N Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 21 Februawyl2pafs. 14
1047ySDQOS, Syria 2020 Human Rights report, 30 March @024, 32
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1049SNHR, The Most Notable Human Rights Violations in Syria in the First Half of 2020, 3 July 2020,
1050 Responsibility to Protect, R2P Monitor: Issue 54, 15 November 2020, 11
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FaGarOl1a Ay B%Enmis ndeRyNbniidbighinaryod 2028 April 2020, the Carter Center
NBLEZ2NISR 2y WAYONBI&aSR O2yFNBYSR iR2NIAS & S \5 Sly YK
and ISW, in its Syria Situation Report @e&&ember2020, also observed an expansion of ISIL attack
capabilites in central Syri#>3The Bahrairbased AWatan newspaper spoke of an attrition strategy

adopted by ISIL through carrying out ambushes, IED and surprise attacks against GoS forces and allied
militias in the AleppeHamaRagqqga trianglé®*Temporary seizuref villages by ISIL was also reported

in the second half of 2020 in east Hama governotdte.

Some of the security incidents involving ISIL that were reported in Hama governorate in 2020 included
the following:

9 The Carter Center stated that on April 2020, preGoS forces, backed by Russian airstrikes,
clashed with ISIL elements in the Rahjan area in Hama governorate. The source, citing ACLED,
pointed out that this incident was the first of its kind to take place in Hama governorate since
201810%

1 Inits weekly conflict summary of 226 April 2020, the Carter Center mentioned an ISIL IED
attack on a GoS forces vehicle in Ithariya orAR€l and clashes that erupted near the
Boufayyad Dam on 28pril 1957

1 Clashes between prGos forces and ISIL elente were reported to have taken place near
Ithariya in northern Hama governorate between 6 anduly2020. The clashes involved
shelling exchanges and Russian airstriR&s.

1 Between 4 and &ugust2020, GoS and NDF forces clashed with unknown groupsyéelie
0S L{L[Z ySIN Wdzt QSR @AffIF3IS YR Ay WAO ! o0&l

 On260ctoberi nHnX GKS {hlw NBLZ2NISR 2y (KS NBa&dzyLX
St SySyida I|id WiREjanT NBhakdusiyyah Sad ItBafiya in ftheastern
O2dzyiNBEAARS 2F 1 FYIFQd wSLERNISRteés L{L[ FAIK
weapons and ammunition despite the Russian and SAA airstffkes.

1 On 12November202Q ISW reported on an attack that killed 21 ge@S troops near Abu
Fayyad Dam in eastern Hama governoraté.

T On8AprilHnHME {hlw NBLRNISR GKFd L{L[ FTAIKGSNAR O
Oqayrabat region in eastern Hama countryside and clashed with GoS forces and loyalists.
According to the source, dimg the attack eight police officers were arrested, 11 civilians were
kidnapped, and around 40 people went missiffg.

Waters published the following map which compared ISIL activities in Syria between 2019 and 2020.
The map shows a significant increasdSIL activities in eastern Hama governorate in 262 the

1051\Waters, G., StrengtheningBn 9 ELJ YRAY3IY L{L{Q /SydN}If {&NAlul/ FYLIAIYE bS
1052Carter Center (The), Weekly Conflict Summary 28 April 202029 April 2020url, p. 3

1053|SW, Syria Situation Report: November December 1, 2020, 3 December 2046,

1054 AlWatan News, mng [Syria.. 11 deaths from the regime and Daesh in the Badiya battles

in less than one month], 19 December 2046,

1055Waters, G., ISIS in Syria: 2020 in Review, Nesviirstitute, 10 February 202dr]

1056 Carter Center (The), Weekly Conflict Summary L8 April 2020, 12 April 2020, p. 2

1057Carter Center (The), Weekly Conflict Summary } 26 April 2020, 26 April 2020¢l, p. 3

108 Carter Center (The), Weekly Conflict Summary | 6-J1@/July 2020, 12 July 2020}, p. 3

1059 SOHR, Second attack in 48 hours | Clashes renew between ISIS cells and regime forces in east Hama desert, 6 August
2020,url

1W060SOHR, IS1 NBadzZNASYyO0S Ay {&8NAlyYy RSaSNI p aSYoSNBR NBySsg Fddal O]
Russian jets intensify airstrikes, 26 October 2Q2D,

10611SW, Syria Situation Report: November December 1, 2020, 3 December 202,

1062SOHR, ISIS resurgence | Nearly 20 regime police officers and civilians kidnapped andissorgsn surprise attack on
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second half of 2020, an increase of ISIL attacks and seizures of villages were reported in east Hama
IJ2PSNY2NF ST WFNRY az2dziK 2F ! ljFe@NROF (.2 y2NIK 3z

Comparing ISIS Syria activity
ISIS attacks expanded greatly in 2020, as the group solidified its presence in southern Raqga
and eastern Hama and emerged in southern Aleppo. This expansion of attacks coincided
with widespread anti-ISIS operations by regime forces in April, which presented additional
targets for ISIS cells
Density of ISIS Attacks
More I Fewer

2019 (all year) ey 2020 (through Q3)
\ Aleppo Aleppo
- Raqqah [ - Raqqah
-~ . W .
: | ; .
ithriyah 8 Delr o ToF ] Rthriyah " Doir ez-Zor |
. 3 . \ ‘ .
Q % AbulHamam . AbuHamam
i ‘* Sukhnah Vo * Sukhnah
ki) # Abu kamal kg * Abu Kamal
P & 5
Damascus £ Dgmascus

Total attacks: 144 " Total attacks: 126

/" (Map data ) tocks Y (Map data incl ittacks.

45 not accounted for) 25 not accounted for)

Map 9: © Center for Global Policy, Comparing ISIS Syria att#ity

A March 2021 analysis by ISW wrote that ISIL controls several small swaths of territory in the
mountainous areas of the Syrian Central Desert (Badia) from where it launches attacks on GoS forces,
including in the areaorth-east of Rahjan, towards Ithrifdlama governorate’®®

In 2021, sources reported on ongoing military operations involving ISIL and GoS forces and allied
militias in the AleppeHamaRaqqa trianglé®’ In its report of 18 ebruary2021, the UN security

| 2dzy OAf 206 aS NS Rised éhla iriandlé Hetlvden Haina Al€ppozandRaggdah, as well

as the Salamiyafiabagah road®® The SOHR reported onJAnuan2021 that ISIL militants were

WFrotS G2 FTROFYOS YR O2yUNRI{-WLRBREAKYEQANVY GKISYl NB2 4
following a violent attack launched by the grot#’ SOHR also reported on GoS large military
reinforcements along the Ithariyhanaser highway in January 2021 compelled by ISIL escalating
operations in the regiof®°Another deployment was reported to have takplace on 1March2021,

aimed at protecting a key highway that links Hama to Ragga and AKPE&W observed on

1084\Waters, G., ISIS in Syria: 202®eview, Newlines Institute, 10 February 2021,

10652 | SNBSS DOTX {GUNBY3IOGKSYAYy3d FyR 9ELI YRAYIY L{flQ /SyiaGdNIt (&
1066 Kahan, E., ISIS Poised for a Ramadan Surge in Syria, ISW, 9 MargH 2021,

1067SOHR, 19 killed in an ISIS attack in Hama, 3 Februaryu202I\ Security Council, Implementation of Security Council
resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 23B%),(2893 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504
(2020) and 2533 (2020), 18 February 2021, para. 20; Iran Insider, b bb b [Losses from
Hezbollah militia and Tiger Forces the Syrian Hama Badiya], 25 Marctu021,

108N Seclity Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 18 Februarly paei,20

1089 SOHR, ISIS resurgence | Cells capture new positions in Hama desert, and kill nearly 20 regime soldiers and loyalists, 9
January 2021yrl

1070SOHR, Syrian Regime Sends Military Reinforcements to Desert, 12 Januawyl2021,

1071 South Front, Syrian Army Deploys Troops in Eastern Hama to protect Highway from ISIS (Photos), 12 Marth 2021,
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9MarchH num GKIFG D2{ F2NDSaQ 2LISNFGA2ya F3AFAyad L{L
deficit in manpower and the incompeten®f conscripts, as well as the friction between the GoS
backers, Russia and Ir¥if?

Israeli airstrikes

ISW reported that on 4une2020, airstrikes, likely Israeli, targeted a GoS chemical weapon and missile
technology development labs near the city Misyaf in western Hama governorat&? ISW also
reported on a set of airstrikes that targeted positions of the SAR R&giment and the Lebanese
Hezbollah in ABalamiya, eastern rural Hama, on 23M+e20201°"4On 25December2020, Israeli

air strikes tageted warehouses and research centres in Misyaf in Hama governorate. Reportedly, ten
militants, including six Iranians, were killed in the att#kRadio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL),
citing the SOHR, stated that the attack targeted and destroysubts and rocketmanufacturing
facilities that belonged to Irabacked militias. The source cited SANA which reported that the Syrian
FANJ RSTSyO0Sa WAYGISNOSLIISR (GKS bK2Ch2@NWEn&H0NP O] S a
Israeli air strikes regrtedly targeting five positions of Irapacked militias, hit a site near Hama city.
Reportedly, four members of the same family were Killed, four civilians injured, and three houses
destroyed in the incident”’ The SOHR reported on the same incident datkd that the deaths and
injuries among civilians were caused by shrapnel of missiles from the CaSeaices®’®

Lawlessness and arrests

SOHR reported on a state of lawlessness prevalent in areas of northern Hama governorate controlled

by GoS forces and f t ASR YAfAGAIFIAdP ¢KS &a2d2NOS aidl iSR (Kl
1ARYFLLAY3IEa: GKSTha | yR SELIHEa Gity, Grbudd/20 pedple éd f R NB y
arrested in February 2021 in the wake of a demonstration organised to commén®ra it KS Wm dy H
YI &al ONB Q% 2vbreovet; ¥dvebal sources reported that between Bhuary and

2 February2021, GoS forces conducted a raid and arrest campaign in the Janddhlaalb
neighbourhood of Hama city that resulted in the arrest of nine orddpte 1°®*Reportedly, the reason
0SKAYR (KS | NNBHAGS Ngf AS yHs NANIAKHEA O & G2y F®YS 41 € &

Security incidents

According to ACLED data, there were 928 security incidents recorded in Hama governorate. Of these,
180 were coded as battles, 736 explosions/remote violence and 12 incidents of violence against
civilians. A significant spike in the number of security incidents was recorded in February 2020,

1072]1SW, ISIS Poisedla Ramadan Surge in Syria, 9 March 2081 pp. 23

1073|SW, Syria Situation Report: May-2lune 9, 2020, 1dune 2020url

1074]SW, Syria Situation Report: June-2dly 6, 2020, 9 June 2020|

05ht 1L LANF SEA FANBGNR]SA G NBSG RSTSy@lSGartd WorldyByiia2 S&it Sa Ay {
media reports that Israeli forces targeted Masyaf early Dec. 25., 25 Decemben2i020,

1076 RFE/RL, At Least Sighters Reported Killed In Israeli Strikes In Syria, 25 December @020,

1077 Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes: Groupc88formation Centre for Asylum and Magion, 25 January 2021yl p. 8

1078 SOHR, New Israeli attack | Airstrikes hit Iranian positioearby Hama, while shrapnel of regime-dgfence missiles

kills an entire family, 22 January 202/,

1079 SOHR, After decapitated body found in eastern rural Hama | Regime forces arrest more than 28rsyé@fllanuary
2021,url

1080 AA, Syrians mark 1982 massacre with protest in Hama: 20 people arrested, regime forces deployed in region, according

to sources, 5 February 2021x; Arabi 21m oy « [Crack down on a demonstration commemorating

the 1982 massacre in Hama], 5 February 20211,

1081 Orient, @ v wC2NJ §KS FANRG GAYS Ay RSOIRSa

O2YYSY2NI GS GKS YIaalONBdd yR Fy | dNBwIAD21GI SydaTk, 3y G F NBSG &
a» [An arrest campaign by the Assad regime in Hama city.. Who was targeted?], 3 Februayl2021,

1082SHRC, Arrests andeabkes in February 2021, 8 March 2021,
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followed by a decrease from March till May 2020. The number of ritgcincidents remained
relatively stable from June 2020 till March 20@keFigure20).

EVENT_TYPE @ Batties @ Explosions/Remote violence @ Viclence against civilians
60

40

., INRANRNERS -nunBinnRRRRRRES-RURRANAR I-Il_l-l L EE L

Jan 2020 Mar 2020 May 2020 Jul 2020 Sep 2020 Mov 2020 Jan 2021 Mar 2021

Figure20. Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civiansain
governorate in between January2020 and 3March2021, based on ACLED déta

Hama governorate; Security incidents

District Battles Remote Violepgg RN
I ~violence civilians
AsSalamiyeh 66 95 6
AsSuqaylabiyah 108 573 2
Hama 4 44 2
Masyaf 2 6 1
Muhradah - 18 1
Total 180 736 12

Figure21. Security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civiliéaraagovernorate
between 1Januan2020 and 3March2021. Breakdown by district based on ACLED data

Most security incidents were recorded in-8sgaylabiyah disut, followed by AsSalamiyeh and
Hama districtgseeFigure21).

A nonexhaustive list of security incidents that were reported to have taken place in Hama
governorate in 2020 and early 2021 included the following

1 Reported grounebased strikes on westernural Hama killed one civilian in Qahira on
3 July2020, injured two civilians in Dukmak onJiy2020, and killed one civilian and injured
another in Tall Wasit on 18uly2020108*

1 On 6August and 2&eptember2020,a total offour civilians were injured in reported ground
based attacks that hit the villages of Tall Wasit in western rural Hama and Jurin in northern
rural Hamato®®

9 According tacSHRCon 29September2020, members of an Iragi militia killed nine shepherds
in AFFasda ineastern Hama governorafé®®

1 On 50ctober2020, a reported grountbased attack injured five civilians on the road between
Qarqur and Shaykh Sindiyan in western Hama governéféte.

1083EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Middle East (épril 2021),

1084N Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 20 Augudf pp20920

1085UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 14 Octolet, p020,

1086 SHRC, The ®Annual Report on human rights in Syria 2020, January 200p,. 15; see also: SNHR, Extrajudicial killing
claims the lives of 1,734 civilians in Syria in 2020, including 99 in December, 1 Januanyl 20232

1087UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) an(kP283 11 December 2020xl, p. 17

114



https://acleddata.com/download/2915/
https://undocs.org/S/2020/813
https://undocs.org/S/2020/1031
https://www.shrc.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/SHRC-English-report_20210112.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_1734_Civilians_in_Syria_in_2020_Including_99_in_December_en.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_1195_E.pdf

1 On 26December2020, five people were killed in-Zaqoum in northerrHama after a civilian
car and a tractor were targeted by GoS guided mis&ifés.
1 The SOHR reported that orApril 2021, a civilian was injured in a shelling by thé&#th Al
az2dzAy hLISNIGA2Yya w22Y (GKIFG GF NAvéte® RamaKS OJA f
governorate. According to the source;Rdth AIMubin Room was positioned in-&hab plain
in Hama governorat&’®®

Civilianfatalities

Month VDC 2020 SNHR 2020 VDC 2021 SNHR 2021
January 1 2 12 11
February 1 - 6 3
March 5 2 30 49
April 1 5

May 2 1

June - 5

July 3 3

August 1 3

September 8 4

October 3 10

November 3 16

December 7 3

Total 35 54 48 63

Figure22 Civilian fatalities as a result of armed conflitHama governorate in 2020hd first three months of 202Monthly
breakdown based on VDC and SNHR data

In 2020, Hama governorate had between 54 (SNHRd&taipd 35 civilian fatalities (VDC daté&)}

Most civilian fatalities were documented in September, October and November BO2¢ first three
months of 2021, both VDC and SNHR recorded higher number of civilian casualties in Hama
governorate than in the entire 2028eeFigure22).

1088 SHRC, The ®Annual Report on human rights in Syria 2020, January 20RT. 15; SNHR, Extrajudicial killing claims
the lives of 1,734 civilians in Syria in 2020, including 99 in December, 1 JanuaryrR(Q2135; Enab Baladi,

[Turkish reinforcements to Idlib and civilianscalties by the regime in rural Hama], 26 December
2020,url; UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2068)(2014), 2191 (2014), 2258
(2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 18 Februaky2031,
1089 SOHR, ¢ ¢ [One citizen injured in an Aath AIMubin shelling on a village
with regimecontrolled areas in rural Hama], 7 April 2024l
10% Based on data extracted from monthlypmrts on civilian casualties published by SNHR. See: SNHR, 286 Civilians,
including Four Medical and Civil Defense Personnel, Documented Killed in Syria in January 2020, 1 Februaryp2820,
SNHR, 276 Civilians, including Six Medical Personnel and Two Media Workers, Documented Killed in Syria in February 2020,
1 March 2020url, p. 8; SNHR, 145 Civilians, including Two Medical Personnel, Documented Killed in Syria in March 2020, 1
April 2020url, p. 9; SNHR, 78 Civilians, including One Media Workers, Documented Killed in Syria in April 2020, 1 May 2020,
url, p. 10; SNHR, 125 Civilians Documented Killed in Syria in May 2020, including Eight Who Died Due to Torture and One
Massacre, 1 June 2020, p. 10; SNHR, 1,006 Civilians, including three Media Workers and 12 Medical and Civil Defense
Personnel, Documented Killed in Syria in the First Half of 2020, 1 JulyuD20,16; SNHR, 107 Civilians, including 26
Children and 11 Women, Documented Killed in Syria in July 2020, 2 Augustir202010; SNHR, 122 Civilians, including 21
Children and Seven Women, Documented Killed in Syria in August P&ptember 202Qrl, p. 10; SNHR, Extrajudicial
Killing Claims the Lives of 102 Civilians, including 15 Children, 10 Women, Three Madicahel and 12 Victims Due to
Torture, 1 October 202Qurl, p. 9; SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 126 Civilians, including 18 Children, Eight
Women, One Media Worker and 10 Victims Due to Torture, 1 November 2620, 10; SNHR, Extrajudicial Killing Claims
the Lives of 172 Civilians, including 16 Children, 11 Women, and 30 Victims Due to Torture, 1 Decembdr R020SNHR,
Extrajudicial Killing Claims the Lives of 1,734 Civilians in Syria in 2020, including 99 in December, 1 Janudyp.2021,
1091Based on monthly civilian fatalities figures &0202021shared by VDC with EASO
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https://www.shrc.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/SHRC-English-report_20210112.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_1734_Civilians_in_Syria_in_2020_Including_99_in_December_en.pdf
https://baladi-news.com/ar/articles/69136/%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A5%D8%AF%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%A9
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2021_160_E.pdf
https://www.syriahr.com/%D8%A5%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-%D9%84%D9%80%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AD-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89/432465/
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/286_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_January_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Documenting_the_killing_of_276_civilians_including_6_medical_and_2_media_cadres_in_Syria_in_February_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Documenting_the_killing_of_145_civilians_including_2_medical_personnel_in_Syria_in_March_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/78_Civilians_including_One_Media_Worker_Documented_Killed_in_Syria_in_April_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/125_Civilians_Documented_Killed_in_Syria_in_May_2020_including_Eight_Who_Died_Due_to_Torture_and_One_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/1006_Civilians_including_Three_Media_Workers_and_12_Medical_and_Civil_Defense_Personnel_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/107_Civilians_including_26_Children_and_11_Women_Documented_Killed_in_Syria_in_July_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/122_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_August_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_102_Civilians_including_15_Children_10_Women_Three_Medical_Personnel_and_12_Victims_Due_to_Torture_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/126_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_October_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/172_civilians_were_killed_in_Syria_in_November_2020_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Extrajudicial_Killing_Claims_the_Lives_of_1734_Civilians_in_Syria_in_2020_Including_99_in_December_en.pdf

Infrastructure damge and explosives remnants of war

In a report published in 2020, ESCWA and the University of St Andrews stated that Hama city sustained
4.4% of the total damage to physical capital in Syf&.According to the source, violent clashes
200dz2NNBR Ay (GKS OAdGeée 2F 1FYF AY HAMHI WoST2NB {f
2F GKS F20SNY2NridSQ 6KAOK gSNB Wt Ba OFLRAGEE Ayl

Based on the Syria Mulsiector Needs Assessment of 2020, the Shelter Cluster assessedtiaaman
governorate,12.4% of the population was living in damaged buildit§s.

Concerning Hama city, raport by the World Bankpublishedin March 2017 stated that 6 % of the
O A (héusng assetwas damaged® In its report of March 2019, REACHbservedthat Hamacity
sufferedlow densitydamagecomparedto Aleppoand Raggawith aWR I Y de@s®/ rangingfrom
0.1¢ 1.2 buildingsper hectareacrossthe majority of the O A iM&rébder, the report noted that the
damagein Hamacity was concentratedin one particular neighbourhood,Sabil,which underwent
completedemolitionin 2012109

In Hama countryside, InterSOS, an independent humanitarian organi¥dtjoreported on
25Januan2021i K G Ay AdGa FNBlFa 2F AYyGSNBSyiGaAz2yS gKAOK
2F GKS K2dzaSa wX BSNB6 RSaitNBeSR 2N RIYIF3ISRQ®
electricity due to the damage to distribution channels and that access to wateronty through
tankers!®®INAIDKF 6 t fFAYyX WYlFaaAg@dS REYIF3IS G2 LWzt AO I YR
a GoS bombardment of the village of Ankawi dvi&ch202110%°

PHR, an organisation that investigates and documents human rigblationsg!®, stated that

between April 2019 and February 2020, 40 attacks on medical facilities imweshSyria, including

northern Hama governorate, were verifiét* Amnesty International, citing UNOCHA, stated that

between April and September 202@, G t S &G pm YSRAOIf FIFIOAtAGASE |
result of hostilities in Idlib, Hama and northern Alep§?

l'a NB3IFNRa SELX 28A0S KIFETFNRazZ GKS {hlw NBLRNISR
by a landmine, unexploded bomland collapse of wadamaged residential buildings in various Syrian
FNBFa& FyR ORA G HMEEhefolbwng lutrtlve idciddnts ivvolding landmines and UXO

were reported to have taken place in Hama governorate by different sources:

9 Landminesn agricultural areas killed two civilians in Morek oM&rch2020, and injured two
OAGAt Al ya Mah2020t vy 2y wmT

1092ESCWA and University of St Andrews, Syria at War: Eiglstearl, p. 51; The source defines loss to physical capital

Fa AyOfdZRAY3I WLINAGFGS FYyR Lzt A O dokR sthobld)Hapitals 2yl factofies, afidj dzA LIY Sy
L26SNE 6l GSNE alyAGFIGA2yS GNIyaLR2NI yR O02YYdzyAOlIGAz2ya AyTI
Eight Years Omul, p. 49

1093ESCWA and University of St Andrews, Syria at War: Eight Year§ Pr51

1094 Global Sklter Cluster, Syrian Arab Republic: Whole of Syria Shelter/NFI Sector Humanitarian Needs Overview 2021, 1

March 2021 url, pp. 6, 8

1095World Bank (The), Syria Damage Assessment: of selected cities Aleppo, Hama, Idlib, Manath, p1 78

1096 REACH/UNITA Syria: Syrian Cities Damage Atlas, 16 March 200.$. 40

1097 |nterSQOS, About Us, n. dr]

1098|nterSOS, Syria: 2020 saw fewer conflicts but increased poverty, 25 Januarur2021,

109NPA, Goverd Sy i F2NOSa (FNBSG 2LIRaAGA20 LI2ada Ay {&8NRIFQ& || Y>3
1100PHR, About Us, n. digl

11t | wx t KeaAOAlya F2NJ 1l dzyly wAdKGAQ CAyRARy3aa 2F ' GdGF01a 2y
1102 7], Syria 2020, 7 April 2021r]

13f h| wx htR 2NRYlIyOS py 9ELX 2aA2y (Aftfa (62 OAGAtAlLya Ay SI
people in the region, 26 February 202t

1104UN Security council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),

2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 23 Aprilr2G2a9
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria-at-War-8-years-on-Report-Final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria-at-War-8-years-on-Report-Final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria-at-War-8-years-on-Report-Final.pdf
https://www.sheltercluster.org/sites/default/files/docs/wos_snfi_hno2021_analysis_1.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/530541512657033401/pdf/121943-WP-P161647-PUBLIC-Syria-Damage-Assessment.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/reach_thematic_assessment_syrian_cities_damage_atlas_march_2019_reduced_file_size_1.pdf
https://www.intersos.org/en/about-us/
https://www.intersos.org/en/syria-2020-saw-fewer-conflicts-but-increased-poverty/
https://npasyria.com/en/55666/
https://phr.org/about/
https://syriamap.phr.org/#/en/findings
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/syria/report-syria/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/206697/
https://undocs.org/S/2020/327

1 The UN Security Council reported that betweefiptil and 16May 2020, one death and four
injuries occurred due to reported landnanexplosions in the villages of RasmARH and
{KFE@1K ITAflfX Ay GKS | INRAROdAZ GdzNIF £ HONBF Ay (K:

1 In June 2020, reported UXO killed three children and injured another in the towns of
Qumhanah and Suran in northeraral Hamat'%

1 On 8November2020, a reported UXO detonated in QasfVAlkharram village in eastern
Hama governorate and killed three civiliafA¥.

1 Sources reported on March2021 that 1325 people were killed and injured in a landmine
explosion that hit dus in AlSalamiyah countryside in eastern Hama governot&fe.

Mine Action Review stated that the Syrian Civil Defence conducted 137 cluster munition remnants
(CMR) clearance tasks in Hama governorate in 2019 and destroyed 87 submunitions and*#8 UXO.

Displacement and return

In 2020, UNOCH#Aecorded in Hama governorat&0 000 IDP movements from or within the
governorate, 1900 IDP movements to or within the governora&000 IDP movementsom or
within the governorateand 2000 IDP movements within éhgovernorge.'!°

'bh/ 1! Qa HAHM | dzYFYAGENRAEFY bSSRa hOSNPASH® aK26S
IDPs in Hama governorat&!ln 2021, UNOCHA estimated 314 IDP departures in Jahtiaty200 in
February (around 500 of whom were to Id¢jbvernorate)!*® and 506 in March 202114

As regards the returnsin 2020 UNOCHArecorded for Hama governorat€1000 IDP return
movements from or within the governorate, T®0 IDP return movements to or within the
governorate and 100 IDP return movemés within governorate*®In 2021, UNOCHA estimated
4000 spontaneous returns in January (of whom, aroun80@ were to Sugailbiy&)®, 506 in
February*'’, and around B0O in March 2021 (of which 00 were recorded within the
governorate)t18

UNOCHA (i G SR GKIFG AG 61 & f A gSdvanménkdf Turkey idikbSceasediza & A | Y
FaINBSYSyid Ay al NOK wnun 6lFa I ONRGAOIFE FIF OG2ND
202011° Moreover, themobilisation of GoS forces in northerllama countryside in August 2020

incited fear of return of battles among the resident ofGthab plaif?.

1105UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018) and 2504 (2020), 24 Jungl2p208

1106 UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 20 Augudf p029,

1107UN Security Council, Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015),
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020), 11 Decembey 2028,

1108SOHR, 11 mo [11 deaths and 13 injuries, the outcome of a landmine @siph that hit

a bus in ABalamiya countryside in eastern Hama], 7 March 2081 Xeber24, [Landmine

kills and injures civilians in Hama countryside], 7 March 202ITASS, At least 18 civilians killed in two landmine explosions

AY {@NAlFQa 11X 1 al NOK HAHMI

1109Mine Action ReviewClearing Cluster Munitions Remnai2320, 1 October 202!, p. 168

1110UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Movements OverviewpP&an2020, 16 February 202k]

111UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview, Syrian Arab Republic, Marclu202114

1112UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Movements January 2021, 4 Marairi2021,

1113UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Movements February 2021, 1 ApnirP021,

1114UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic, IDP Movements. March 2025y12021 url

HI5UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Spontaneous Returns Stock and Flow Da&te¢ Jad19url

1116UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Spontaneous Returns January 2021, 3 Match 2021,

1117UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: IDP Spontaneous Returns February 2021, 1 April 2021,

1118UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic. IDP Spontaneous Returns. March 2021, 12 May 2021,

LI9YNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview, Syrian AraitbiRe, March 2021url, p. 16

U20pt 1y CSFENB 2F YAfTAGFINE 2LISNFiA2ya RSALA B ¢dzNJ AaK
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https://undocs.org/S/2020/576
https://undocs.org/S/2020/813
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_1195_E.pdf
https://www.syriahr.com/11-%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%8813-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AD%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%84%D8%BA%D9%85-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%81/426533/
https://xeber24.org/archives/332209
https://tass.com/world/1263537
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Clearing%20Cluster%20Munition%20Remnants%202020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syr_idp_movement_overview_jan_to_dec_2020_final.pdf
https://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/syria_2021_hno_advance_copy.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idpmovements_202101_january_final_en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idpmovements_202102_february_final_en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idpmovements_202103_march_final_en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/spontaneous_returnees_movement_overview_2019_final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idpspontreturns_202101_january_final_en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idpspontreturns_202102_february_final_en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/idpspontreturns_202101_january_final_en.pdf
https://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/syria_2021_hno_advance_copy.pdf
https://npasyria.com/en/44124/

On 260ctober2020, Enab Baladi reported that lands irSalamiya and ABhab Plain belonging to

people residing in oppositicheld areas or outsidef Syria were put up for public auction by the Asset
Management Committee of the military and security commission of Hama. Reportedly, the procedure
gra G2 WSyadiNB GKS Ay@SaidySyid 27F 2¥AnkSepdiNR @S a
publishedon 14February2021, SNHR stated that at least 4D dunum&'?? of agricultural land

belonging to forcibly displaced persons were seized and auctioned by the GoS in suburbs of Hama and
LRfAO® ! OO2NRAY3A (G2 GKS &2 dzNDS S NIGRTGedaudioh OG A OS
announcements concerned farmlands located around 134 villages and towns in Hama govetibrate.
Human Rights Watch stated onArilH n Hm G KI G W{ @e\tnlawfullylcazfiséagnyhel A S &

homes and lands of Syrians who f@grianwdza &8 A 'y YAt AGFNE FGdF Ol1a Ay LF
According to the source, apid2 { YAt AGAI |yR (GKS tSlalryidaQ | yAazy
auctioning of these lands to GoS loyalisfs.

1121Enab Baladi, Public auction in Hama to invest lands owned by displaced people or refugees abroad, 26 Octalzer 2020,

122 RdzydzY WA& | dzyAd 2F tlLyR INBI SyOtz2aiay3da wmnnn &lidzZa NB YSi

d.,url

128 h| wx tdzof AO ! dzOGA2ya 2F C2NDOAof & S5AaLX I OSR tS2LX SQa [|FyF
Property in a Widespread and Deliberate Manner: At Least 440,000 Dunums of Agricultural Land Seized by the Syrian Regime

in the Suburbs offama and Idlib, 14 February 202l

war gl wx tdzoftAO FdzOGAz2zya 2F F2NDOAOGf & RAaLX I OSR LIS2LX S0a Iy
property in a widespread and deliberate nraar, 14 February 202url, p. 11

5 w2y {&@NRALFY D2@SNYyYSyd {dStwAy3d hLILRyYySyiaQ [FYRZ y | LINRAE
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https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2020/10/public-auction-in-hama-to-invest-lands-owned-by-displaced-people-or-refugees-abroad/
https://www.convertunits.com/info/dunam#:~:text=A%20dunam%20(or%20d%C3%B6n%C3%BCm%2C%20dunum,the%20British%20Mandate%20of%20Palestine
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/02/14/55943/
https://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Public_Auctions_of_Forcibly_Displaced_Peoples_Lands_Are_Another_Syrian_Regime_Method_en.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/node/378425/printable/print

2.4 Latakia governorate

Map 10: © MapAction, Latakia governordt&é

1126 MapAction, Syria 2023015, Latakia Governorate [map], last updated: 29 July 2016,
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https://maps.mapaction.org/dataset/44a27d0e-f402-460e-a6dc-56ad10edcd2d/resource/c4eabe63-b53b-4e38-a73d-2e7062b1c59b/download/ma8010syriagovenoratemapsmapseriesportraitlattakia.pdf















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































