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Disclaimer

This report waswritten according to the EASO COI Report Methodology (2016 report is based

on carefully selected sources of information. All sources used are referenced. To the extent possible
and unless otherwise stated, all information presented, except forgmded or obvious facts, has
been crosschecked.

The information contained in this report has been researched, evaluated and analysed with utmost
care. However, this document does not claim to be exhaustive. If a particular event, person or
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not méaat the event has not taken place or

that the person or organisation does not exist.

Furthermore, this report is not conclusive as to the determination or merit of any particular application
for international protection. Terminology used should not bgaeled as indicative of a particular legal
position.

WwSFdzaASSQY WNR&EA1Q FYR AAYATI NI GSNXYAy2f23& | NB
applied in the EU Asylum Acquis, the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the
Status of Refugees.

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be
made of the information contained in this report.

The target users are asylum caseworkers, COIl researchers, policymakers, and -deahign
authorities.

The drafting process (including reviewing) for this report was finalise@1aluly2020 Any event
taking place after this period is not included in this report. More information on the reference period
for this report can be found in thiglethodologysection of the introduction.

Addenda and Cagenda:On9 October 2020, this report was 4gublished in order to correct some
factual errors and to add some relevant information which was missing in the original vetsédist T
of correctionsand additiongnade can bdéoundin Annex 3

1The EASO methodology is largely based on the Common EU Guidelines for processing Country of Origin Information (COl),
2008, and can be downloaded from the EASO webisitp://www.easo.europa.eu

dz3
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Glossary andibbreviations

AAN
ACC
AGEs

ALCS
ANASOC
ANSF/ANDSF

AQ
Attrition

AWOL

Civilian

Afghanistan AnalystNetwork
Afghan Citizen Card

Anti-Government Elements aredividuals and armed groups involve
in armed conflict with, or armed opposition against, ty@/ernment
of Afghanistan and/or international military forces. Examples of s
groups include the Taliban, the Haggani Network, Islamic Moven
of Uzbekistan, Islamic Jihad Union, Lashkari Tayyiba, J:
Muhammed and groups identifying themselves as Isla
{GFGSKW5] SaKQo

Afghanistan Living Conditions Survey
Afghan National Army Special Operations Command

Afghan National Security Forces/Afghan National Defense
Security Forces, an umbrella term which includles:

ABF Afghan Border Force);

ALP (Afghan Local Palice);

ANA Qfghan National Army);

AAF Afghan Air Force);

ANP Afghan National Police);

ANCOF ({han National Civil Order Force);

ASF (Afghan Special Forces);

ANA TFAfghan National Army Territorial Force);
NDS (National Directorate of Security)

Al Qaeda

Attrition is unplanned and planned total losses, includibgppped
from Rolls, Killed in Action, Separation, and Other los
[disappearance/captured, disability, death (not in action), retireme
exempted (i.e. AWOL or permanent medical), or transfer to
ANA/ANP]

Absent Without Leave
UNAMANBFSNR (2 AYyGSNYyFdAzyrt €1

persons who are not members of military/paramilitary forces
members of organised armed groups with continuous combat func
and are protected against direct attacks unless and for $uncé as
they directly participate in hostilitie.

2UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 Februawyl200 %9, 61
3UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 Februawyl20161
4USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, Decembeu201.842

5USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in AfghanBemember 2018yrl, p. 43

6 UNAMA Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 Februawyl20162


https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_v3.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_v3.pdf
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Dec/20/2002075158/-1/-1/1/1225-REPORT-DECEMBER-2018.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Dec/20/2002075158/-1/-1/1/1225-REPORT-DECEMBER-2018.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_v3.pdf
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CTC US Combating Terrorism Center

DFR Dropped from Rolls personnel are those soldiers and police who |
the organisation prior to the end of their contract for reasons tt
include desertion or beingbsent without leave for over a month.

Eid ulFitr wcSaldAgdrt 2F OoNBIF{Ay3a (GKS Tl a
of Ramadan

ETIM East Turkestan Islamic Movement

FATA Federally Administered Tribal Areas

GIRoOA Government of thdslamic Republic of Afghanistan

Ground engagements Ground engagements include kinetic ground operations, stafc
attacks, crossfire and armed clashes between parties to the con
Ground engagements include attacks or operations in which s
arms,heavy weapons and/or area weapons systems, i.e. mortars
rockets are fired.

HIG Hezbe Islami/Gulbuddin Hekmatyar
IEC Independent Election Commission
IED Improvised Explosive DevicA. bomb constructed and deployed

ways other than in conventiohanilitary action. IEDs can broadly |
divided into four categories:

CommandOperated IEDg Radio or remotecontrolledIEDs operatec
from a distance that can enable operators to detonate a-jpleeced
device at the precise time a target moves into thegetr area.
MagneticlEDs are IEDs attached by a magnetic or other device an
a subcategory of commanaperated IEDs.

VictimOperated |IEDg These detonate when a person or vehi
triggers the initiator or switch which could be a pressure platel P
or pressure release mechanism, trip wire or another device, resu
in an explosion.

Other IED< This category includes commamdred IEDs and timed
IEDs and IEDs where the trigger/switch type for detonation could
be determined.

Suicide IEDg Separately from data on IEDs, UNAMA docume
civilian casualties resulting from complex and suicide attacks. St
IEDs are generally either BeByprne IEDs (BEEDs) or Suicide Vehiel
Borne IEDs (SMBDs). Bodorne IEDs refer to situations where
suicide bomber wears an explosive vest or belt while Suicide Vel
Borne IEDs is defined as the detonation of a vehicle rigged
explosives by a driver or passenger inside the vehicle, or
detonation of a BBED by the driver or a passenger whilsidle the
vehicle?

IEHCA Islamic Emirate High Council of Afghanistan

7USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, Decembeu201.843

8 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 Februawyl 20163

9 UNAMA, Afghanistan, Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, Special Repmrgasing Harm to Afghan Civilians from
the Deliberate and Indiscriminate Use of Improvised Explosive@gvDctober 201&rl, p. 10


https://media.defense.gov/2018/Dec/20/2002075158/-1/-1/1/1225-REPORT-DECEMBER-2018.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_v3.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/protection_of_civilians_in_armed_conflict_special_report_suicide_and_other_ied_devices_october_2018_-_english.pdf
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IMF
IMU
IS, ISKP

KhostProtection Force

KIA
Led
LeT
LoyaPaktia

NUG
NSIA

oD
OFS
PGF

PRT
RedUnit/Red Brigade

RS
SIGAR
TAAC
TTP
UNAMA
USDOD
USIS
Ushr

LYGSNylragAz2ytrt aArtAdlNEB C2NDSa
Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan

Islamic State, also called ISIS, ISIL or Daesh. Islamic State in Afgr
is referred to adslamic State Khorasan Province (ISKP).

I WOF YLI ATy F2NOSQ GKIFIG 61 a S
(CIA/US special forces) control. There are {stagnding allegations

against the Khost Protection Force of extrajudididlings, torture,
beating and unlawful detention®.

Killed in Actioft

Lashkate-Jhangvi

Lashkate-Tayyiba

wDN$rﬂSNJtJ-1GérQ; 'y | NBI Sy
tF1O0ATlF FYR YK2al

National UnityGovernment

National Statistics and Information Authority (formerly Cent
Statistics Organisation, CSO)

Overseas Development Institute
hLISNI A2y CNBSR2YQa {SylAySt

Pro-Government ForcesAfghan National Security Forces and ott
forces and groups that act in military or paramilitary count
insurgency operations and are directly or indirectly under the con
of the governmentof Afghanistat?

Provincial Reconstruction Team

LY HampX GKS ¢lrfAoly SadlofAia
2NJ wSR . NA3II RS o a NJ uS QF Q A
GN}AYSR FyYR NB 3ISYSNIf 28 dzas

Resolute Supporia NATGed mision

Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction
CNIAYyS ! ROAASSE FyR !'aarad /2Y
Tehrike Taliban Pakistan

United Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan

United States Department of Defense

United States Department of State

An Islamic tax (normally 2®) on certain products, for examp
agricultural products.

10 Clark, K., Kho$trotection Force Accused of Fresh Killings: Six men shot dead in Zurmat, AAN, 21 Januarly 2019,

11UsSDOD, Enhancing Seguand Stability in Afghanistan, December 2048, p. 32
12UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of civilians in armed conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 yetgu8murl, p. 64
13Times (The), Helmand teeters after Taliban storm in with British tactics, 21 Augésu01


https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/khost-protection-force-accused-of-fresh-killings-six-men-shot-dead-in-zurmat/
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Dec/20/2002075158/-1/-1/1/1225-REPORT-DECEMBER-2018.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_v3.pdf
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/helmand-teeters-after-taliban-storm-in-with-british-tactics-m7336rhhh
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Introduction

¢ KA& NBLRNUT B3R 202y ONE h2F hNAIAY | YRTANIBIOAA 2 K &di/ah |
/' hL dzyAda FyR | aelfd@yvy 24(FSBAYIERp@® SR Ay GKS

¢KS NBLRZNI WKYF¥2N¥F2 IBRRFORKS (KS &S QdNAKe AaBAAINE (IS
GKS FraasSaaysSyid 27 AYUSNyIu)\2YIf LINEGSOGAZ2Y &dil
ddz0 AA RA L NEF yIRNRPAYWS Ol NI A Odzt F NI F2NJ dzaS Ayl 92y h Q&
| TAKF KBGOGB NYaE 2F NBFENBSOS Oy 68 FT2dzyR Ay

Methodology

This report is an update of the EASO COI refigittanistan Security Situatidinst published in January
2015 and updatednnually*

For the assessment of the need for international protectibe,terms of reference for this report have
been developeadvith a focus on the key elemenftom Article 15(c) of the Qualification Direge (QD)

Based on various sources consulted by EASit@se key elements can be broken down into topics
and/or indicators. Examples include: parties to the conflict; intensity level of the violence; nature of
the violence; regional spreading of the violence; targets of the violence; risk of collateral damseage

of arms and tactics; possibility to reach areasecurity of transport (roads and airports); and indirect
effects of the violence/conflict.

Based upon a study of all the mentioned sources, a list of elements and indicators was drafted, which
servedas a basis for the terms of reference (sAanex2). In order to make a welhformed
assessment of the fear of persecution or risk of serious harm, information is needed on these security
related elements and indicatomn a regional, provincial or even district level in the country of origin.

EU+ countrie€ COI specialists, policy and decision expartd UNHCR gave input on the terms of
reference

The information gathered is a result of research using public, speaigtiapetbased and electronic
sources The reference periodor the description of latest trends and illustrative incidergsfrom

1 March2019 until 3QJune2020.Some additional information was added during the finalisation of
this report in response to feedback received during the quality control process3atilly2020.

This report is produced in line with the EASO COI Report Methodology {2848)the EAS@OI
Writing and Referencing Style Guide (209 order to ensure that the drafters respected the EASO
COI Report Methodology, a review was carried out by COIl specialists from the countries and
organisations listed as reviewers in tiAeknowledgementssection. All comments made by the
reviewers were taken into consideration and most of them were implemented in the final draft of this
report.

#9101 {h /hL NBLRNI& IINB wdlAitlroftsS GAl 9! {hQa sScarasy

15The elements, topics and indicators were identified by various sources that have a different position in the legal hierarchy
and provide different levels of detail: The Qualification Directive (Recitals anas)ti€lase law from the Court of Justice of

the EU in Luxembourg; National State Practice (National legislation; National case law; National policy and first instance
decision practice); Case law from the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourgi<Qgieixperts, academics and
specialised organisations; See the following EASO publications: EASO, Article 15(c) Qualification Directive (2011/95/EU) A
judicial analysis, December 2014l; The Implementation of Article 15(c) QD in EU Member States, July @015,

16 EU+ countries are the EU Member States plus the associated countries Norway and Switzerland.

1I7EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information (COIl) Report Methodology, Jungr2019,

18EASO, Writing and Referencing Guide for EASO Country of Origin Information (COI) Reports, Jurie 2019,


https://www.easo.europa.eu/information-analysis/country-origin-information/country-reports
https://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/Article-15c-Qualification-Directive-201195EU-A-judicial-analysis.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/EASO_The-Implementation-of-Art-15c-QD-in-EU-Member-States.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Writing_and_Referencing_Guide.pdf
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Sources

For data oncivilian casualties the two main sources used this report are the United Nations

Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and NATO Resolute Support (RS) mission/ Special
Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGKWRaddition, to illustrate examples of

incidents which caused civiliankalzl f 1 A Sa Ay a42YS LINRPZAYyOSaz Ay T2NYy
Afghan War Casualty Report was used. The Afghan War Casualty Report is a weekly and monthly
odzf £t SGAY O2YLATAYI WHEf AaAAYATFAOIYy(d aSOdmihiGe AyO
 TAKIYyAalGlryQod 'a bSg ,2N)] ¢AYSa OfFNAFTASaAa WGKS N
figures, but in most cases these cannot be independently verified by The Times. Similarly, the reports

do not include Taliban claims for their atlaéd 2y (KS 3I2@3SNYYSyld &yt Saa
Information from Voice of Jihad,i KS ¢t Aol yQa 2FFAOAIE ¢6So0aAriasSz ol
illustrate examples of incidents causing civilian casualties in some provinces.

UNAMA:

This repor relies extensively on datand information provided by UNAMAIn their reports on

Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict in Afghanistan. UNAMA uses a robust methodology to verify
reported incidents by corroborating and creslsecking incidents, condunfy onsite investigations,

and consulting a broad range of credible and reliable sources. For verification of each incident involving

a civilian casualty, UNAMA requires at least three different and independent sources. Unverified
incidents are not inclued in its reporting?! According to analysts, this stringent verification standard

Ffa2 YSIya WGKSNB YIé& 0SS YlIyeée Y2NB Ol adzr ft 6ASa GK

For data orviolent incidents publicly available curated datasets from the Armed Conflict Location and
Event DatdProject (ACLED) have been used.

ACLED

ACLED>s a project collecting, analysing and mapping information on crisis and conflict in Africa, south
and southeast Asia and Middle East and provides datasets on conflict inciéfeidsmethodology
applied forcoding and monitoring of the data is explained in detailiéss Codebook* As ACLED points

out, the reader should, however, be aware of some limitations in the data. These limitations are:

WGiKS FANBRG A& GKI G Y2 a lpublich availsb®, sBcbndlary répdrts. 3+ 0 K S
This means that the data is in part a reflection of the coverage and reporting priorities of media

and international organisations. One of the effects of this is that it may ued@mate the

volume of events of nostrategic importance (for example, lelevel communal conflict, or

events in very isolated areas). We work to address this possibility by triangulating data sources

to include humanitarian and international organisation reports, rather than media alork; an

by conducting groundiruthing exercises in which we present data to local organisations and

A ¥ 4 oA 9~

Therefore, ACLED's figures in this report are to be considerad astimate and indication of trends
in violence over a given period of time.

9NYT, Afghan War Casualty Repartl.,url

20Voice of Jihad, [English], n.dr]

21l pl al Qa FdzZ f RS &ONA LI heXolind 2tFUNANKAS Afghanistan P o dRch bf Ziilans GlAyhed

Conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 February 2Q&9,pp. Hi

22Bjelica, J. and Ruttig, T., UNAMAMI& I NJ wSLI2NIi HAMTY DbdzYoSNJ 2F OAQAt ALY OF &dz
url

23 ACLED, About Acled, n.dtl

24 ACLED methodology, see ACLED Codelobok

25 ACLED, Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) Guide for Media Users, Janudrpp0350


https://www.nytimes.com/spotlight/afghan-war-casualty-reports
http://alemarahenglish.net/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_0.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/unama-mid-year-report-2017-number-of-civilian-casualties-still-at-record-level/
https://acleddata.com/about-acled/
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2017/10/ACLED_Codebook_2019FINAL_pbl.pdf
http://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/ACLED_User-Guide-for-Media_2015.pdf
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For Afghanistan ACLED covers political violence and protest spanning from January 2017 to the
present. Each week, ACLEBsearches andeviews about 60 sources in English and ridgarsi on
political violence in Afghanistan and collects the information inttatabase®

ACLED codes security incidents as follows:

1 Battles:violent clashes between at least two armed groups. Battles can occur between armed
and organised state, nestate, and external groups, and in any combination therein.- Sub
events of battles are armed clashes, government regains territory andstate acbr
overtakes territoryThe susS @3Sy i G &8 LIS W! N¥SR Of I aKQ 200dzNE 4
Sy3r3asS Ay | olrGdtST FYyR y2 NBLRNIAa AYRAOFGS |

9 Violence against civilian®iolent events where an organised armed group delibelsainflicts
violence upon unarmed neoombatants.d + A 2 f Sy OS | Jrclid¢siattem@iaD A £ A | y
inflicting harm (e.g. beating, shooting, torture, rape, mutilation, etc.) or forcibly disappearing
(e.g. kidnapping and disappearances) civilian actorg fbllowing sukevent types are
4842 0AFGSR gAGK GKS SamSwzit SiyeQsS v 3o {AS/Eaddl f O AGRAZE £ AS
oAbduction/forced disappearanéd®

1 Explosions/remote violencevents where an explosion, bomb or other explosive device was
usedto engage in conflict. They include esigled violent events in which the tool for engaging
in conflict creates asymmetry by taking away the ability of the target to engage or defend
themselves and their location. They include air/drone strikes, suicidenbiso
shelling/artillery/missile attack, remote explosive/landmine/IED, grenade, chemical weapon.

1 Riots:are a violent demonstration, often involving a spontaneous action by unorganised,
unaffiliated members of society. They include violent demonstratiooh miolence.

1 Protests:public demonstration in which the participants do not engage in violence, though
violence may be used against them. It includes peaceful protests, protest with intervention,
excessive force against protesters.

9 Strategic developmentiformation regarding the activities of violent groups that is not itself
recorded as political violence, ydét may trigger future events or contribute to political
dynamics within and across states. It includes agreements, change to group/activity, non
violent transfer of territory, arrest$’

Data on violent incidents reported in Chapgof this report is based dBASO analysis of ACIdtiblic
data extracted on duly2020.For the purpose of this report, only the following types of events were
included as violent incidentsin the analysis of the security situation in Afghanistan: battles,
explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians. The ACLED data, and nagas fdam
such data, used in this report refer to the timeframe betweekdrch2019and 30 June2020.

On territorial control by the Talibanin Afghanistaninformation collected and presented amap by
the Long War Journal (LWJ) was used in this report, sid@gdditional sources researched tbe
extent possible to corroborate the LWJ findings.

LWJ:

The LWJ is a project by the nprofit policy institute the Foundation for Defense of Demoagac

(FODP,¢ KS [2wWQa al LIWAY3I ¢l fAdly [ 2spuichidformation, sich I K y A
as press reports and information provided by government agencies and the TallimhWalassifies

the level of control as follogr

Wa! y 02y BhididsE som&I&vel of clakwf-control made by the Taliban, but either

has not yet beenor cannot ba A Y RSLISY RSy (if & @GSNAFASR o6& [2W
district may mean that the government may be in control of the district center, but litde, el

and the Taliban controls large areas or all of the areas outside of the district center. A

26 ACLED, Methodology and QugliDecisions around the Conflict in Afghanistan, (Version 3) March @020,
27 ACLED, Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) Codebook, Octobelr pp1714
28|.WJ, About us, n.drl


https://acleddata.com/download/13399/
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2017/10/ACLED_Codebook_2019FINAL_pbl.pdf
https://www.longwarjournal.org/about
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G/ 2y iNRBftSReé RAAGNAROG Yl & YSIy GKS ¢lFfAolyYy A&
and security, and also running the local coié#s

Oninternal displacementthe main source usedsti KS WLY i SNY It 5AalLdalaOSYSyi
collectionby the UNOffice for the Coordination of Humanitarian AffalttNOCHRA The UNOCHA data
NEBLR2NISR Ay GKS RAALI I OSYSYyOOSRSOSR 2 KB G SO & A ySEAN
Bibliography.

Structure and use of the report

This report is not meant to be read as a whole. In the first pagg¢reral descriptiorns given on the
security situation in Afghaniah including a geographical overview, which is then explained in greater
detail in the second part, holdingragional descriptiorof geographic subdivisionK&bul Cityand 34
provinces.

Provinces andlistricts

The provincial chapters in this report are organisdghabeticallyand have the following structure: a
general description of the province contains information on the geography and population; the conflict
background takes a longer term lookthé security situation in a province, including the armed actors
active in the province. A section on recent trends in the security situation describes the nature of the
violence, targets, locations, and casualties within the timeframe fidwarch2019- 30 June202Q
Finally, conflicinduced displacements are described in a separate sedienent securityncidents
describedin subsectionsshould be read as illustrations of trends in the security situation and not as
an exhaustive list of incidents.

Both the general and regional sections provide information from various sources on the relevant
elements and indicators. Information on an indicator as such should never be taken as conclusive but
as indicative for protection assessment and is to be reagbttoer with all other indicators and
information on the region (or province, district).

There are a number of provinces and districts for which the administrative boundaries are unclear. For
example, it is unclear whether the district of Gizab belongsneghn or Daykundi proviné@Nor is
it clear whether the district of Gormach belongs to Badghis or Faryab prottince.

The Managing Director at Alcis, a company providing geographic information services with many years
of experience in Afghanistan, confaG R 0 & Ihf@rhation, (Dbcumentation and Research
Divisionstated in an email in August 2017 that
WGKSNBE Aad y20 2yS dzyAFTASR FANBSR RAATh&&A OG | yF
I NB @I NR 2 dza W ZTRebhautdaries withindhedeHiffeenf dathsets Made changed
over time. Some districts have been passed across to gih@rincesfor administrative
purposes. Some new districts have been created over time. Some areas within Afghanistan are
still referred to as districts by locals of the area, even though they have never had boundaries
created for them and never been treated a district®

In absence of an official list of districts, EASO chooses in principal to follow the administrative divisions
of the provinces used by UNOCHA, as they produce very clear maps and use the same division
systematically in all their publicatig 33

29 More information on the methodology used by LWJ can be found at: LWJ, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistan,
Methodology, n.d.url

30 Norway, Landinfo, Respons. Afghanistan: Gitiatriktet, 11 December 20141

31Bjelica, J., How Neglect and Remoteness Bred Insurgency and a Poppy Boom: The story of Badghis, 22 Félrtary 20
32 Brittan, R., Managing Director Alcismail to OFPRAL6 August 2017

33 All relevant maps on Afghanistan by USIKDA can be found at: UNOCHA, Maps/Infograghifghanistan, n.durl


https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
https://landinfo.no/asset/3018/1/3018_1.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/how-neglect-and-remoteness-bred-insurgency-and-a-poppy-boom-the-story-of-badghis/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographics
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Afghanistanr administrative divisions, source

Map 1

34 UNOCHA, Afghanistamdministrative divisions, January 2014,


https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographic/afghanistan-administrative-divisions-january-2014
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1. General description of the security
situation in Afghanistan

1.1 Background of the conflict

1.1.1 Overview of recent conflicts iAfghanistan

The secalledSaurRevolution on 2April 1978 brought the Afghan communists to powein 1979,

the government of the former Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan to support the communist Afghan
government headed by Babrak Karmal. The invasion felémved by a decade of armed conflict

between the Afghan government, supported by Soviet troops, and armed opposition groups, often
NEFSNNBR (2 a (GKS WYdzZl KARSSYyQd ¢KSaS aANRdzLIA 4 S
participated in anation-wide armed uprising that lasted until the government finally collapsed in 1992,
following the Soviet withdrawal in 1989.

' FGSNI GKA&a O2ftflLASYT I LISNRA2R 3 Smu@ahtn grdups whaS T S NNB
had formed new allianaeand fronts fighting for control of Afghanist&Var between the competing

mujahidn factions and militias was characterised by severe human rights bre&thbss led to the

emergence in 1994 of a group called the Taliban, who brought stability &s aneder their control,

which won them support from segments of the populati8They gradually gained more control and

conquered Kabul in 1996. By 2001, the Taliban controlled most of the Afghan territory. But by the end

of the year, as a consequencethE 11September attacks in the US, they were ousted by #dS

military operation?® The US gave its support to the mujahideen front opposing the Taliban, at that

time known as Northern Alliance or Northe@alition.*

On 22 December2001, based on the Bonn Agreement, an Afghan interim government was formed,
led by Hamid Karzgj a Pashtun, who also won the first presidential elections in October 2004e
Taliban had reorganised and increased their presence substsriiglP006 in Wardak, Logar, Zabul
and Uruzgan provinces and began expanding along the western edge of Kabul pto@tic. antt
government elements (AGESs) operating in Afghanistan included-&lésdbmi/Gulbuddin Hekmatyar
(HIG), the HagganiNetwork® and Al Qaeda affiliates, including TehekTaliban Pakistan (TTP),
Lashkate-Tayyiba (LeT), Lashkedhangvi (LeJ) and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (iMUjs

BIEEFNLZ YOI ty 1 LINAE 5Fe GKFEG / KFEYy3ISR ! FIAKEYyA&GEY wY | FIKIE
updated 9 March 220, url

36 Barfield, T., A Cultural and Political History, 2010, p. 234; BBC News, Afghanistanq piofééne, updated on9

September 2019rl; Ipsos/ICRC, Our world. Views from the field. Summary report: Afghanistan, Colombia, Democratic

Republic of Congo, Georgia, Haiti, Lebanon, Liberia and the Philippines. Opinion Survey, Junmé 009; Oxfam

International, The Cost of War, Afghan Experiences of Conflict;A@08 November 200!, pp. 7-9.

37BBC News, Afghanistan profgdimeline, updated on: 9 September 2018; HRW, Afghanistan: Crisis of Impunity, July

2001,url, pp. 13MT T LY GSNYIFGA2y It / NAAA& DNRdAzZIZ ¢KS WwlypadzNBSy e Ay ! 7
38 Oxfam International, The Cost of War, Afghan Experiences of Conflici20988November 2002y, p. 10

39 Giustozzi, A. and Ibrahinil,., Thirty Years of Conflict: Drivers of &@bvernment Mobilisation in Afghanistan, 1978
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insurgency was characterised by mainly asymmetric warfare: AGEs used roadside aedosuis

and compleX’ attacks, intimidation of civilians and targeted killings to destabilise the country. This
was countered by searches, clearance operations and bombings by the Afghan National Security Forces
(ANSF) and international military forc®sAccording to the United Nations Assistance Mission to
Afghanistan (UNAMA), the security situation deteriorated after 20DBe conflict deepened
throughout 2007 and 2008, directly affecting around a third of the coutttry.

From 2010 onwards, the Talibded insurgency spread into all regions of AfghanistaBy the end of

2014, a transition of security responsibility from international troops to the ANSF was completed. The
adzLILI2 NI F2NJ GKS FdzZNIKSNJ RS@PSt 2LIYSy i-cahbatNAHS ! b{ C

f SR YAdaAzy o aNwher thd 2044 Siterhatizindil JailNdy svibh@ awal, the Taliban have
rapidlyexpanded their presence countrywid&A 2017report by UN Secretary General noted that the

Taliban had been able to control largearts of the country and the emergence of Islamic State in Iraq

andthe Levant Y K2 NI aly t NPGAYOS o6L{Yt0O FRRSR WPPnySégsz RI
2018, fighting intensified particularly in the east, sowidist and in some areas withindlsouth. The
¢CFHEtAOLFY WYFRS GSNNAG2NRIFIE 3IFAYyA Ay &Ll NASEte& LI L
KFR y2G &aSSy SfHumdoRighfsawatth/notéd§HatNaBihough the Taliban claimed to

target government and foreign military facilities only, their indiscriminate use of force killed and

injured hundreds of civiliarss.

On 29February2020, after more than 18 years of conflitte US and the Taliban signed#greement

for bringing peac&o Afghanistan (for more details on the-salled Doha agreement sdel.3 Peace
Talk3>®*DdzNA Y3 GKS WNBRdAzOGAZ2Y Ay Rokuarg2820 &BaR indeaukity 0 6 S S|
incidents was recordeletween thepro-governmentforcesandthe Talibar?’ However, after the RiV
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against foreign troops, but against the Afghan governn®rt.KS ¢ f Aol yQa aAf Al N
reportedly sought assurances from the main Taliban leaderdtat fighting will continue regardless

of the agreement® Violence resumed immediately after the RiV ended.

1.1.2 Political landscape

The disputed 2014 presidential election resulted in a political compromise which led to the
establishment of the National Unity Government (NUG), underpiesidencyof Ashraf Ghani and

Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah. Divisions within the governmanticplarly between Ghani and
loRdzZE f K YR GKSANI OF YLIAX &S @S NBAcéorditp2orAANRIY A 4 SR
WI y dzI NB HAMT X  Whharing abanyehdént E[have]l2pardlyédd governance in

47 SeeGlossary

48 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of civilians in armed conflict Midyear Report 2014, Julp20pg, 59, 21

49 UNAMA, Afghanistan, Annual Report On Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflictu20p81

50UN, Report of the SecretgGeneral on children and armed conflict in Afghanistan, 15 May 2005. 2

5INATO|nteqal: Transition to Afghan lead, updated on: 7 January 2015,

52|nternational Crisis Group, Afghanistan: Growing Challenges, 30 Aprill2017,

53 UN, Special report on the strategic review of the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, 10 August 2017,
p.3

54UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, Annual Report 2018, 24 Februanyl 2018,

55HRW, World Report 20EAfghanistan, 17 January 2018(

56 BBC NewsAfghan conflict: US and Taliban sign deal to engel8 war, 29 February 2020x|

5TUNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, First Quarter Report: 1 Jatudarch 208, June

2020 p. 3; AAN, Voices from the Districts, the Violence Mapped (1): What has happened since the reduction in violence
ended? 21 March 202!

58 AAN, Voices from the Districts, the Violence Mapped (1): What has happened since the reduction in violence ended? 21
March 2020url

59UNSC, Eleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501
(2019) concerning the Taliban, S/2020/415, 27 May 2080para. 4

60 Ruttig, T., From Doha to Peace? Obstacles rising in the way chiiginan talks, 3 March 2020¢!

61 Foreign Policy, NUG One Year On: Struggling to Govern, 29 SeptembarP015,


https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/english20edited20light.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_09february-annual20report_poc202008_final_11feb09.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/may_2015_-_report_of_the_secretary-general_on_children_and_armed_conflict_in_afghanistan.pdf
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_87183.htm
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/afghanistan-growing-challenges
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/special_report_on_the_strategic_review_of_the_united_nations_assistance_mission_in_afghanistan.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_0.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/afghanistan
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-51689443
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/voices-from-the-districts-the-violence-mapped-what-has-happened-since-the-reduction-in-violence-ended/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/voices-from-the-districts-the-violence-mapped-what-has-happened-since-the-reduction-in-violence-ended/
https://www.undocs.org/S/2020/415
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/from-doha-to-peace-obstacles-rising-in-the-way-of-intra-afghan-talks/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/09/29/afghan-national-unity-government-one-year-on-struggling-to-govern/

EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGBENISRIAN SITUATION T 21

Afghanistant® A series of violent events Kabul in MayJune 2017 caused a political crisis, resulting

AY I WAAIYAFAOIYG &aKAFG Ay GKS LRtAGAOLf Of AYL 1
members of the Jamiaat Islami party’® The crisis also resulted in the consolidation of powihiw

the NUG* and in the first eight months of 2017, the governmentide progress on higlevel
appointments, which had previously been a source of ten&ion.

The Independent Election Commission (IEC) set a date for the next parliamentary and distritk ¢
elections in July 2018 .However, as a result of security challenges and voter registration reforms the
long-delayed parliamentary elections were rescheduled again to October 261 ®arliamentary
elections were held in 32 provinces on-200ctober2018°% Voting in Kandahar was delayed by a
week after the assassination of the provincial police chief in a Tatilz@med attack two days before
the original date of the electiorf8.Vating in Ghazni was postponed indefinitely due to security issues
anddisagreements around constituenciés.

Although voter turnout in Kabul and other urban centres was reportedly high, technical and
organisational problems occurred at some of toeghly4 900 polling stations across the country. In
some polling stations machines registering fingerprints and portrait photos aiming to prevent double
voting did not function properly while in others election staff had difficulties handling tHem.

In Decembe 2018 the IEC announced a thresonth delay for the presidential election which was
originally scheduled for 28pril201972 In March 2019the elections were postponed again, due to
WILINROEf SYa oA GK "lPkestdende? darididates indN@a Sribentdhraf Ghani, Chief
Executive Abdullah Abdullah, former national security adviser, Muhammad Hanif Atmar and also
Gulbuddin Hekmatyat Interior Minister Amrullah Saleh, oncestrongcritic of thePresident stepped

down from his position to joi Ghani's team as a candidate for the postiog-president’® Appointing

Saleh was an effort from the ethnic Pashtun Ghani to neutralise a political opponent and to get the
support of the Tajiks, among whom Saleh has a strong ba&king.

On 28September2019, the presidential elections were finally held, with the ésivelection turnout
recorded since the Taliban were ousted in 2001. In the immediate aftermath of the elections, both
frontrunners incumbent Ashraf Ghani and Chief Executive Abdullah Abduletiared victory?’,

which resulted in the following five mdims of political impassé& After almost three months since the
elections, and with delays due to allegations of fraud, irregularities, attacks and technical problems
with biometric devices used for votifigpon 22December2019, the IEC announced the preliminary
results showing 564 % of the votes(923868) in favour ofshani and 39.5%0f the votes(720990)
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in favour of Abdullah Abdullafi.This latter rejected the preliminary results, stating they were based
on fraud® The election turnover was estimated to be over thlion®?, with 31.5%being composed
of women?3

After three days since the announcement of the preliminasults, IEGaid to have registered around

16500 complaint$* The final results were announced in February 2020, confirming almost exactly the
preliminary outcomé® Incumbent Muhammad Ashraf Ghani was declared the winner, with 3%.64

of votes. His rival Abdullah Abdullah, who was second with 3&.%5% vote®, rejected the results,

declaring himself the winné% he announced his intention to form aalternative, ® y Of dza A @S Q
government and in the followingweeks started appointing some provincial governdfsOn

9 March2020, both Ghaniand Abdullahheld separateinaugurationceremoniestaking the oath of

office asthe presidentof Afghanistarf®

After months of tesion, on 1™ay 2020, President Ghani and Abdullah Abdullah, finally signed a
power-sharing agreemernt’ Under agreement, Abdullah is to lead the peace negotiations, becoming

the leader of the High Council of National Reconciliation with executive ati#spiin addition he has

the right to appoint 5®%of the cabinet?, including for some key ministries, while provincial governors

gAtf 0SS [LIWRAYGSR 60lFaSR 2y WI NMzZ S Junea B SR dzIlldW Ao
researcher Ali Yawar Adili and-Borector Thomas Ruttig observed that it was not clear ybtether

such a rule had been put in place, noting that a cabinet had yet to be fully fotined.

1.1.3 Peace talks

After the collapse of the Doha peace talks in June 2013, talks did not resume before the new president,
Ashraf Ghani, was inaugurated in Septeer 2014% In January 2015, the Taliban stated that its
preconditions for entering peace talks were the end of foreign military presence, the establishment of
an Islamic government and the implementation dfasa® After the death of Mullah Omar was
revealed in July 2015, a power struggle broke out within the Taliban which, at least in part, prevented
further progress in the peace talk%.

In January 2016, the US, Afghanistan, Pakistan and China formed a Quadrilateral Coordination Group
to take forwardthe peace talks. However, the Taliban refused to engage with this préftéss.
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September 2016, the government signed a peace deal with-déglami/Gulbuddin Hekmatyar (HIG).
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has been made in fostering negotiations between the Governmentlaad aliban®
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were not up for negotiationWhilethe proposal included the prospect of establishing a Taliban office

in Kabulthe possibility of a ceasefire and also lifting the sanctions on those Taliban leaders who would
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withdrawal of foreign troops® In June 2018¥t NB HhaRi®afléd a unilateral halt to all offensive
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negotiations with the Afghan governmetft

International diplomatic efforts intensified towards peace with the appointment of Zalmay Khadiizad

the US Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation in Septembé®20itBwith Russia

hosting a meeting in November 2018 on the peace process that was attended by 11 countries and the
Taliban as wel?*Both tracks of negotiations continued in 2019. The Moscow meeting in the beginning

of February 2019 brought together the Taliban delegationdgdhief negotiator, Sher Mohammad

Abbas Stanekzai and senior Afghan politicians led by former President Hamid Karzai. The talks were
scheduled just a week after the US and the Taliban finished six days of negotiations i#Qatar.

According toThomas Ruttigco-Director of AAN,while in Doha progress was being madeahe form

of an agreed draft framework, the negotiations so far did not involve the Afghan government, one of

the main three parties to the conflict, since their inclusion is blddkg the Talibai® The next round

of talks, the highest level negotiations yet, began orF2bruary2019 between the insurgent group

YR GKS ' { Ay@2t @Ay adzZ t I K ! 0RdZ’ DKIFYA . I NI RINE

A consultative Loya Jirgga gatheringof Afghan politicians and tribal, ethnic and religious leaders

was initially planned in Kabul in March 2019 with the goal of creating a framework for the Afghan
government to engage in peace negotiations with the Taliban. The Loya Jirga was eventually
postponed?® In September 2019, US President Donald Trump declared thealh&n negotiations
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YR §9° &ter the Taliban killed a US soldieowever the discussions between the two sides resumed
within weeks behind the scené¥®

On 29February2020 in Doha, the US and the Taliban signed Aggeement forBringing Peace to
Afghanistan'! The main points outlined in the Doha agreement include guarantees byat@non

not providing protection to groups, such as Al Qaeda, that posimemat to the US and its allies;
guarantees by the U&nd their NATO allies to withdraw from Afghanistan; the question of ceasefire
and the intraAfghannegotiations!? However, the Afghan government was not involved in the deal,
with the Taliban later refsing to engage with their negotiating team, leading to questions about the
GAlLoAftAGE 2F GKS F3aINBSYSyiz 4KAOK Aa RSaONAROSR
comprehensive peace de&f

Simultaneously with the Doha Agreement, the USesigmjoint declaratiort'*with the governmentof
Afghanistan, as an attempt to involve the Afghan government in the discussions, enabling political
settlement and a permanent ceasefire, while also affirming continued support to the Afghan security
forces aml refraining from intervention in domestic affai.

According to the Doha Agreement, all foreign military forces should withdraw from Afghanistan
through a phased approach over 135 days, while in exchange, there should be mechanisms to prevent
Afghanisan being used by group/individual security threats to the US and its allies (specifically the
Taliban and Al Qaed&f The Agreement also stipulates that the modalities for a permanent ceasefire

are to be negotiated in intrd\fghan negotiations, with a mual release of prisoners proceeding such
negotiations as a measure for confideAogilding. Under the deal, the Afghan government is to

release up td 000 Taliban prisoners; in exchange f@QD Afghan soldiers and police officers held by

the Taliban. The prisoners releasaléscribed & | WO2NB RSYFIYyR 2F GKS ¢ f .
for the intraAfghan talks’! ' b 20 aSNWSR GKIG GKSNB NB WF¥Sg 20 f
the Agreement, adding that Taliban prisoner release deals also led to concerns of a return to
violence!!®

As of midJune 2020, the Afghan government said to have releas#D3risoners, while the Taliban
has freed 500. President Ghani also announced thésiecto release additional @00 in order to
pave the way for peace talks with the grotipHowever, at the time of finalising this report, there was

09RYttig T, U8 £ Soly ! ANBSYSyd {dAaftf Ay GKS ! ANY 5AallziSa | o2dzi |
January 2020, last updated 9 April 2020
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reluctance among both Afghan and Western officials about releasing hundreds of Taliban prisoners
consideBR Fa Wi2%#¥ RIYy3ISNRdAzAQ®

According to the Security Council, reporting in May 2020,

WGKS ¢FtA0lrY NBYFAY AYyiUSNylrtfte RAAOALE AYSR S
divisions within the group, which make compromise with dtdversaries difficult, and its
messaging remains hadthe. The group also appears well prepared for the 2020 fighting
season and raising the tempo of its attacks on Afghan government targets while trying to avoid
provoking the United States. Differenceasinterpretation of the agreement could lead to
periodic crises in its implementation. Halide Taliban believe that they can and will still
I OKAS@PS GKSANI FAYa 08 TFT2NDOSOQ
At the time of drafting this report, there was little clarity as to the scopetta intra-Afghan
YySIA2GALGA2yad CAGS LRTAGAOFET 3INRdAzZLIA Lizi F2NBI NR
FNIYSH2N] X LKFaAaSa 2F GKS yS3Iz2aAil PARmdudNBDSaa |y
the Taliban and the Afghan governmentdily agreed on Doha as the venue for their first session of
hight S@St-! MAKIGWNI RA £ 23dz2SQY o6dzi KSER 27F7F pridéhef FA NN I
releasest?® At the beginning of July 2020, Abdullah Abdullah announced an official visit todPadsst
part of the efforts to initiate the intrd FAKFy Gl f 142 RSAONAOSR Fa WAYYA

1.1.4 International context

In 2017, the US decided to slow down its troop withdrawal and, in AWst, President Donald
Trump promised to deploy more American tpmoto Afghanistan to continue to train Afghan foréés.
However, in late December 2018 edia reported that President Trump decided to withdraw around
7 000 troops from Afghanistan, about half of the remaining US force tHés of December 2018,
there were an estimated 1400 US troops in Afghanistaf.Around 8500 of them were part of the
Resolute Support (RS) Mission, a00®-strong international NATO force tasked to train and advise
the Afghan military'®® As of June 2020, the RS troops in Afghanistan were arou®®@,68000 of
which were US troop¥?® The total number of US troops present in the countryh@® moment of the
Doha Agreement, in February 2020, was estimated to be betwe@®@2nd 13001*°

As part of the bilateral agreement signed between the US and the Taliban Beb29ary2020, the

US agreed to reduce their troops from over@ao to 8600 within 135 days (by miguly 2020); NATO

and other coalition forces would also reduce their prese proportionally; with the commitment of a

total withdrawal of all US and NATO troops within 14 months (by Aptili M0 = RS LISYRAYy 3 2y
GKS 206f A3 GA2%@GQ8JINE2020, k8 UStstateditiiey hadbulfilled their commitment
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under the Doha Agreement of reducing their troopsAfghanistarto 8 600. As for the timeframe set
for the full withdrawal of all US and foreign troops, US General Frank McKenzie, who oversees US
F2NOSa Ay (GKS NBIA2ysT alAR AG gl a Iy WFEALANI GAZ2Y

In June 2020, NATO said they would reduce their troops from arou8@d. around 1200 during

G6KS O2dz2NBS 27F (KS T-ysterand opriflitiomhsed aress, refibcting th&? & G S LI
LINEINBaa aSSy 2y (GKS 3INEP daiRReslute SuppbrkMissianicofifBmed A Y S
their financial support to the Afghan security forces until the end of 2820.

In 20162017,! FAKEF yAaldl yQa NBf I A B re;mdingédenudus i 204879 vy 6 S NI
Both countries have been blamiegch otherfor sheltering terrorist§¢and escalating border tensions

resulted in Pakistan building a fence on the border to prevent the movement of milt&n<S DD

noted that even though Pakistani military operations disrupted some militant safe haeernsin

groups, such as the Taliban and the Haqgani Network enjoyed freedom of movement in P&kistan.
C2ft26Ay3a LYNIY YKIYyQa AyldAdz2NI GA2Y & t NAYS aAiy
continued efforts to improve their relation$®! & LJ- NI 2 F0 tizA WRRY T ARSYDENLE Q |
that Pakistan opted for a constructive role in the Afghan peace talks, Islamabad released Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar who had been imprisoned since 2010. Mullah Baradar was appointed as a new leader

for the Taliban's political office in Qatar, effectively making him the chief negotiator on behalf of the
insurgent group for the peace talks with the YSHowever, in January 201%®resident Ghani

suggested that Pakistan was a safe haven for militantsfaeid crossborder activities by saying that

0KS wiSea (G2 S6INIINB Ay MMftFIYlIorRZ vdsSGdl sz ol yRS

During the USaliban negotiations, Pakistan played a key role helping to bring the Taliban to the
table*2In January 2019, during a visit to Raé&n, US Senator Lindsay Graham openly acknowledged
Pakistan's efforts to help the Afghan peace prodéss. {1 Aa il yQa FT2NBAIYy YAYAa
vdzNBAKA (221 LINI G GKS aradayiay3a 2F (K3 I ANBSYSy

Signs ofmprovement in the relationship between Pakistan and Afghanistaortedly came with the

GAaAAG o0& tFl1A&aldlyQa YAT A NE2020yWRichAvgsidEstribed sy OS  OF
ice breaker for the relations between the two countriésThevisit occurred within the context of
intra-Afghan peace dialogue which was set to start in-thide'“® At the beginning of July 2020,

Abdullah Abdullah announced an official visit to Pakistan as part of the efforts to initiate the intra

Afghan talks#’

In 2017, there were several accounts of both Russia and Iran actively supporting the Téliban.
Although Russia denied organising talks between Taliban representatives and an Afghan delegation
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led by Hamid Karzai, Moscow hosted meetings on the peace prochlssrember 2018 and February

Hamgp YR OO2NRAY3I G2 wC9 wpmfle evert would be HiKkvker & fake dzy f A ]
LX  OS Ay a2a02¢ ¢ A0KZiterviewes byvtHeBWadhihgioH RostoGaded 4 A y 3 ¢
Malkasian, a former senior adviser to American military commanders in Afghanistan, observed that
Russia had cultivated relations with certain Taliban elements, mainly in northern Afghanistan, since

the beginningd HAMp® wdzAaAl Qa AydiSNBad Ay {1SSLAyYy3I NBf
concerns over the threat posed by Islamic State groups in the region, but also because of their desire

to see the US withdraw from Afghanist&A.

At the end of June ZD, the New York Times revealed that Russian military intelligence unit offered
bounties to militias linked to the Taliban for killing US and coalition forces in Afghanistan. US
intelligence officials told the New York Times that the White House had giteeeh briefed about

the intelligence and the US National Security Council had discussed this issue at an interagency
meeting in late March 2028 Following this revelation, both Russia and the Taliban denied the
existence of the bounty program. US PresitiTrump and his aides denied being ever briefed on the
intelligence!®?

USDOD reported that Iran continued to pursue economic ties with the Afghan government, through
trade, border security, and investment in shared railroad infrastructure; while at #meestime
continuing to provide support to the Talibat. Tehran viewed the Taliban as a useful tool to resist US
influence on its border. Providing military equipment to them was seen as putting enough pressure on
the United States without the risk of ntdry retaliation’>*Iran has tried to strengthen its relationship
with some Taliban factions also through economic, diplomatic, and security activities. However,
following the USTaliban agreement in Doha, in Tehran there are fears that some of most extrem
elements of the Talibag mostly Sunni who are not well disposed towards predominantly Shia;lran
can take power in a new central government which might result from iAfghan talksg>®

In an article analysing the latest developments in Afghanistahgitight of the USTaliban agreement
and its impact on the democratic achievements of the countryElDnoir Zeino, noted that
WI FIAKFYAaOGlY NBYFAya LREAGAOFIEEE@T YAEAGENREE |y
to external conflict2 ¥ L2 6 SNJ 'R Ay (iSNBadGaoQ
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/11/afghanistan-peace-talks-moscow-progress-181109174823287.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/26/us/politics/russia-afghanistan-bounties.html
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https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/afghanistan/2020-07-08/what-iran-wants-afghanistan
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1.2 Actors in the conflict

1.2.1 Pregovernment forces

Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF)

The Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) or Afghan National Defence and Security Forces (ANDSF)
are comprised of the AfghaNational Army (including the Afghan Border Force, Afghan Air Force
Afghan Territorial Army, Afghan National Civil Order Force), Afghan National Police (including Afghan
Local Police), and the National Directorate of Security (including the Afghan Spezaa¥ For more
information on the Afghasecurity institutions, including their mandate and structure, integrity, and

the main reported cases of violations perpetrated by these security forcesEA&O COIl Report
Afghanistan, State Structure and Security Forces, August 2020

Pro-government militias

UNAMA definepro-governmentarmed group as follows:
Wiy 2adBArmel horbtate actor engaged in conflict in support of the Government and
distinct from Afghan national security forces and criminal groups:Gtreernment armed
groups do not include the Afghan Local Police, which fall under the command and cdntrol o
the Ministry of Interior. These armed groups have no legal basis under the laws of Afghanistan
and are not within the formal military structures of the Government of Afghanistan. In some
cases, armed groups receive direct/indirect support of Governmémtfghanistan or other
{GFriSad ¢KAa RSTFAYAGA2Y AyOfdzRSasz odzi Aa yz2i
Y2@3SYSyihaéds f20Ff -ofatheiwiscdbasad), an8 dvil geferidé foréegand Of | y
paramilitary group<¥®

A specific local security structure that has existed in Afghan society for hundreds of yeaia xaltie
community or tribal armie$®® From the beginning of the insurgency, different paramilitary initiatives
have been developed and formalised to suppbie Afghan government and assist the formal armed
forces of Afghanistan. The government and international military forces have also relied on militias
that are not part of any formal government entity, for conducting searches, night raids or executions.
The formalised paramilitary initiatives have all ceased except for the ALP, now operating within the
2FFAOALE &S OdzNA (athakhidinbhizOail e AP intnfary paitsioSthedcoudhty

In 2015, the government developed a National Uprising Support Strategy to cover areas in Afghanistan
GKSNBE !'b{C LINBaSyoOS s+a ftAYAGSR® ¢KS b5{ NBLRNJ
Gy FOGAZ2Y Il f dzLINR&AYy 3Ié INR dzL) U siréhditiioEtheseragmedgiofips a dzo & S
variedfrom 22 to 500 fighters, commanded by NDS or ANPhe Afghan governmeniDS and CIA

are known to arm strongmen to fight the Taliban and other militants, but some militia leaders use their

new power to fight décal turf wars. According to the LA Times, various militias and personal armed

groups also battle amongst themselves over political influéfite.

Reuters indicated that in the past years, more than080 villagers were paid and armed by the
governmentwith the support of international forces to fight as militia groups against the Taliban across

the country. Although the government disbanded militia groups and stopped paying them, many
YEAYGFAYSR GKSANI FAIKG | Zlibanycansideripkg®veranteft inditiay” | y R

1I5TUNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, Annual Report 2018, 24 Februanyl 20162

1588 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 20291

159 Seraj, A., Opinion: The Arbaki can secure Afghanistan better than the US, 5 Novemberl2BtR\V, JustDénd  / F € € LG |
Militia, September 2011yrl, pp. 1314.

60| w2 ¥ Wdza i 5 2 y OABepteinterf 2011yii; Habib,sEA The Kidrphillg of the Andar Uprising: transition to

Afghan Local Police, AAN, 2 April 2Qir8,

1B1UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2015, Februay2@p66566

162| A Times, Afghanistan tries tlean up its militias, 31 October 2016]


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2020_08_EASO_COI_Report_Afghanistan_state_structure_and_security_forces.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2020_08_EASO_COI_Report_Afghanistan_state_structure_and_security_forces.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_v3.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2014/11/arbaki-can-secure-afghanistan-b-201411310478518533.html
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/afghanistan0911webwcover.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/report/2011/09/12/just-dont-call-it-militia/impunity-militias-and-afghan-local-police
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/the-morphing-of-the-andar-uprising-transition-to-afghan-local-police/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/poc_annual_report_2015_final_14_feb_2016.pdf
http://www.latimes.com/world/la-fg-afghanistan-militias-snap-story.html
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F2NDOSa | 6A3 GKNBIFG 0SOlIdzasS (GKSe KIFI@S adNRy3a Ayl
families®?3

AAND & -Dieé@or Kate ClalRS A ONA 6 SR (KS YK2ad t NRGOGSOGAZ2Y C2ND
established after 2001 under international (CIA/US special forces) control. Similar militias include the
YIEYRFKEFNI {GNR1TS C2NOS yR tlF{1GA1FrQa ! FIKFyY {S0OdzN
the Khost Protection Force of extrajudicial kilipgorture, beating and unlawful detentioR&

UNAMA added that the Khost Protection Force functions outside of the regular military command and
control structures® In April 2020Kate Clarkoted:

W5SALIAGS GKS YIye LIdéehtet 2 MO $ & thsy Gark they Rorkg A G K
extremely well, producing determined fighters with local knowledge who protect the civilians

in their areas and often stand their ground more than regular troopsabee they have

nowhere else to retreat t@¥®

International military forces

'blal! SELXIFAya (K a021LIS 2F GKS GSNY WLYGSNYIF GAZ2
WALYGSNYFGA2Y Lt YAfAGENE FT2NOS&aé¢ AMgddOt dzRS | £ f
Resolute Support Mission as well as US Feidghanistan who, in addition to
participating in the Resolute Support Mission, are also engaged in counterterrorism
2LISNI GA2ya Fa LINIL 2F hLISNIGA2Yy CNBSR2YQa { Sy
Operatof @ C2NDS& I yRWF2NBAIY 3ISyOArASaodQ

From 2010, there was a gradual transition of security responsibilities from international forces to
ANSPES On 31DecembeH nmMn X L{! CQ& Y| yRUaBn2REENRBB they R 2y
GNF yaArAdAz2y TFTNRBY b! ¢hQa L-fomkat nisdionpResoluterJuppar Ritffa G 2 |
focus on training, advising and assisting ANSRccording to NATO, in Felary 2020, the total

Resolute Support Mission strength was93y, with the goal to train, advise and assist the Afghan

security forces/®In total, 38 countries contribute to RS with the US, Germany and the UK as the largest
contributors!’

In March 208, Stars and Stripes reported that the US troops have started to move out from their

bases in HelmandBpst Airfield) Laghman (Gamberi base) and Herat proviti¢©n 1July2020,

USDOD indicated that nearly @80 USmilitary personnel were serving in Afghanistan as part of the
UShLISNI GA2Yy CNBSR2YQa {SyildAySt ¢§hadund 800Gdithen2 Y R dzN.
were assigned to the NATO RS missibmhe USDOD added that by riidly 2020, the number &S

military personnel would reduce to@00 personnel in Afghanistaf®

163Reuters, Taliban kill 14 pgovernment militia in Afghanistan: Officials, 28 August 2@t9,

164 Clark, K., Khost Protection Force Accused of Fresh Killings: Six men shot dead in Zurmat, AAN, 21 Jamuiary 2019,
165 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 20287

166\/OA, 26 pregovernment Afghans killed in fighting, 21 April 2020,

167UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2015, Februayr20180

1688 NATO, Inteqgal: Transition to Afghan lead, updated on: 7 January 2015,

169NATO, Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan, updated on: 27 Februaru@9UB SecretarGeneral, Report of the
SecretaryGeneral on children and armed conflict in Afghanistan, 15 May 201%. 2.;UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of
Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February, 2820. 83

170NATO, Resolute Support Mission RSM: Key Facts and Figures, 18 Jund,3020,

171 NATOResolute Support Mission RSM: Key Facts and Figures, 18 JunarRGR0d,

172 Stars andstripes, US troops have left bases in Helmand, Laghman proviifiesls say, 13 March 202ax]

173YSDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, June 2020, 1 Julyl 20200, footnote 3

1I74NATO, Resolute Support Mission RSM: Key Facts and Figures, 18 Jund,a02,

175USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, June 2020, 1 Julyl 20200, footnote 3
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1.2.2 AnttGovermrment Elements

Information onthe main AntiGovernment Elements (AGESs) in Afghanigtaimarily the Taliban and
Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISK#Juding theirmodus operandi structure activities and
targeted attackscan be found iIrEASO COI Report Afghanist&ntiGovernment Elements (AGES),

August 2020

1.3 Recent security trends and armed confrontations

According to ACLED data, betweemMarch2019 and 3Qune2020 there were 1287 security
incidents recorded in Afghanistan, of whdii 127 were coded asattles, 4587 remote violence and
573 incidents of violence against civilians

Evolution of events by type

EVENT_TYPE @ Battles @ Explosions/Remote violence @ Violence against civilians

600
400

200

Apr 2019 Jul 2019 Qct 2019 Jan 2020 Apr 2020

Figurel. Afghanistan Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians
from 1March2019 to 3QJune2020, based oACLED dat&

According to several UN reports, issued between June 2019 and June 2020, the security situation in
Afghanistan remained volatile during the mentioned periédin their annual report released in
February 2020UNAMA indicated that

Wi KWgeNRsignificant fluctuations in violence throughout the year [2019], coinciding with
gains and setbacks made during negotiations between the Taliban and the United States of
America in Doha. The first half of the year was characterized by an intense igangda
airstrikes by international military forces and search operations by Afghan forces, particularly
by the National Directorate of Security Special Faf¥és

On 29February2020, theUSandthe Taliban signed an agreement for bringing peace to Afgiteami "
After signing the deal, the Taliban almost immediately resutffeaind intensified attacks against
ANDSE® The group carried out more than500 attacks in 45 days across Afghanistdiccording

176 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Afghanistanu@ July 2020,
1I7TUNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for the international peace and security, A/Z3/2029/493,
14 June 201rl; UNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for the international peace and security,
Al74/348¢S/2019/703, 3 September 2019/, p. 5;UNS5, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for the
international peace and security, A/74/583/2019/935, 10 December 201%, p. 5;UNS5, The situation in Afghanistan
and its implications for the international peace and security, A/74£83020/210, 17 March 2020yl, p. 5;UNSGThe
situation in Afghanistan and its implications for the international peace and security, A/7&3&80720/549, 17 June 2020,
U_rl, p 5

18 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawy! 2026
179BBC, Afghan conflict: US and Taliban sign deal to eyedr8wvar, 29 February 2020r|

180 UNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for the international peace and se@liit/897%S/2020/549,
17 June 202Qurl, p. 5

181OQFS, Lead inspector general report to the United States Congress, 19 Maur2(G20,1;UNAMA, Afghanistan
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februaryui2D30 3

182Reuters, Taliban step up attacks on Afghan forces since signing U.S. deal: data, 1 Magl; 2000 News, Taliban
mounted more than 4,500 attacks in 45 days since signing US deal: report, 5 Maur2020,


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2020_08_EASO_COI_Report_Afghanistan_Anti_Governement_Elements_AGEs.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2020_08_EASO_COI_Report_Afghanistan_Anti_Governement_Elements_AGEs.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2019_493.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2019_703.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2019_935.pdf
https://undocs.org/S/2020/210
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_on_afghanistan_june_2020.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-51689443
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_on_afghanistan_june_2020.pdf
https://www.stateoig.gov/system/files/lead_inspector_general_for_operation_freedoms_sentinel.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-afghanistan-taliba/taliban-step-up-attacks-on-afghan-forces-since-signing-u-s-deal-data-idUSKBN22D5S7
http://www.1tvnews.af/en/news/afghanistan/41972-taliban-mounted-more-than-4500-attacks-in-45-days-since-signing-us-deal-report-
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to the US, the Taliban have not launched any attacks on international forces since the deal was made
in February; however, they have increased their attacks on Afghaernment force¥?, with sources
reporting over 76 attacks in 24 provinces within a week of signing the agreéfiterite US also

NB & dzY SR W RSrike’, tha fitsSad which ddthdive days after the deal®® AFP stated that

since the Ugaliban agreement, Taliban attacks have been less frequent in cities but have continued
to target Afghan government forces in rural areas; for example, a Taliban attack killed 411 pro
government militiamen in June 202¥.

As ndicated bythe UN Security Councibn 19 March 2020, the Afghan actiMinister of Defence
announcedan Wctive defence postu® Ay NBa LRy aS ( ZFhe dak &terbigiprofild® | y | § G
attacks High-profile attacks on 1May targeting a hospitain Kabul and a funeral in Nangarhar,

Mr Ghani announced that the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces would return to an
G2FFSYAADBS LIadGdNBEY gAGK | NB®dzYLIiA2Yy 2F 2 LISNI

Between 2426 May 2020, a threeday ceasefire was etlared between the Taliban and the
government on the occasion of EidFitr (slamic holiday}®® After the brief ceasefire, sources cited

by Long War Journal (LWJ) indicated that the Taliban increased their attacks again in June 2020,
stepping up assaults on government foré&sTolonews cited the AfghagovernmentOf | A YAy 3 W{ K
Taliban initiated on average 3itacks on the Afghan security forces each day after theukkdtr
ceasefire®! Within the first week of Juneaccording to theMol, 222 attacks were carried oim 29
provincesby the Talibart®?In June 2020Tolonewsjuoted Afghan officials stating that ANDSF drel t

Taliban were fighting each other in Takhar, Jawzjan, Paktia, Helmand, Khost, Ghor, Kunduz, Badghis,
Kandahar, Samangan, Faryab, Ghazni, Logar, Herat and Badakhshan provinces of Af¢anistan.
Widespread ighting between the ANSF and AGEs over the control of the Afghan higinaayeso
reported in June 2020he source indicated that as a result of [continued] fighting between the Taliban
and AGEs, insecurity has significantly increased on the highinaelyglingon the KabulLogarPaktia,
KabuiBaghlan, Baghlakunduz, Pué KhumriSamangan, Kabuwlalalabad and Kab#landahar
highwayst®

1.3.1 Armed clashes and assaults

In 2019, UNAMA observed the lowest number of civilian casualties caused by ground engagements
since 2013. During the periodetween 1 January to 3December2019, ground engagements in
Afghanistan reportedly caused057 civilian casualties, including 7k8ed and 2294 injured, which
represents 1M decrease compare to 201Bowever ground engagement remained the second
leading cause of civilian casualties after suicide andsuicide |IEDs attacks, which represent926f

all attacks'®® During the fist six months of 2020, betweef January to 3@une202Q ground

183Reuters, Taliban Militants Kill Afghan Regional Police Chief in Latest Attack, in RFE/RL/Gandhara 8 May 2020,

1B4NYTTaliban rampup@&d 01 a 2y ! FIAKF ya | FGSNJ ¢ NUe¥;[Reutels,UB. Forge8 @GA 2t Sy 0S¢
conduct airstrikes on Taliban in Afghanistan, 5 June 2020,

185 Military Times, US resumes airstrikes against Taliban to halt attack on Afghan forces, 4 Marchl2828,also:

Reuters, U.S. Forces conduct airstrikes on Taliban in Afghanistan, 5 JunerR020,

186 Military Times, US resnes airstrikes against Taliban to halt attack on Afghan forces, 4 Marchi020,

187 AFP, Bomb Blamed on Taliban Kills 11dend Afghan Mitiamen, in RFE/RL/Gandhara, 6 June 2080 AFP, Attack

blamed on Taliban kills seven Afghan policemen, in New International, 12080eurl

188 UNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for the international peace and security, A/Z8/2020/549,

17 June 202Qurl, p. 5

189Gandhard ! FIAKFyAahGlyQa YIFaa NBtSFasS 2F ¢lFftAoly LINKa2ySNB NBG
2020,url; NYT, Afghans sides agree to rare cdaseaduring Eid aFitr, 24 May 2020url; BBC, Afghanistan: Taliban

announce threeday Eid ceasefir@ith government, 24 May 2020y!

190 Roggio, B., Taliban ramps up attacks after ending unilateral ceasefire, 16 Jungr2020,

191 Tolonews, After ceasefire, Taliba@& NI 3S don F GG O01a LISNI RI&@é¢yY a2d2NOSaz n  Wdzy
192Tolonews, 171 Govt forces killed in a week in Taliban attacks: officials, 15 Jnar202

193 Tolonews, ANDSF fighting Taliban in 15 provinces amid peace efforts, 26 Junai2020,

194Tolonews, Fierce widespread fighting surges to control highways, 7 Julyu2D20,

195 UNAMA Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februamyr2g2®8
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engagements remained the leading cause of civilian casualties, which representedf3btal civilian
casualties (1195 civilians casualties including 336 deaths and 859 injdted).

During the last quarter of 2019, Antovernment Elements (AGEs) carried o208 attacks in
Afghanistan’®” In May, June and July 2020, several armed clashes took place between the Afghan
government forces and AGEdor examplein Kunduz®®, Paktiaand Paktik&® Ghof® Khost®,
Kapisd®, Kandaha®® Kapisd”*and Laghmag®

1.3.2 Improvised ExplosivBevices

Improvised explosive devices (IEDs) are unconventional explosive weapons that can take any form and
can be activated in different ways, targeting soldiers and civilians4fikéDs can be operated by the
victim (Victim Operated IEDs) or by the attacker (Comm@pdrated IEDs). Comma@perated IEDs

are radio or remotecontrolled allowing operators to detonate a pptaced device at a specific time.
VictimOperated IEDs on thetlter hand detonate when a person or vehicle triggers the initiator or
switch (pressure plate or pressure release mechanism, trip wire or another device). Another category
is suicidelEDs where either the attacker wears an explosive vest or belt or a eéhidlgged with
explosives by a driver or passenger ingte.

Although pressure plate IEDs are typically used by AGES to target security forces, they are planted on
public roads routinely used by civilians. Accordingly, their use is inherently indisaiénas the
WSTFFSOGa OFyy2z2i 65 RASBOGSR F3IFAyad + &LISOATFTAO
UNAMA indicated a surge in harm to civilians from -saitide IED attacks during the period from

1 January to 3December2019, which caused 258 civilian casualties including 507 deatind 1751

injured. Attacks caused by these devices represented % 2dcrease compared to 2018. @2 of

overall civilian casualties were caused by Naitide IEDs, which is more than suicide attacks,
including complex attacks as the second leading ®€aaf civilian casualties behind ground
engagements. The Taliban and Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP) reportedly increased their
nond dzA OARS L95a FdaGFOl1a Ay HAMODOD W/ AGAT ALY OF adz
by 21% wlereas those attributed to ISKP increased by’183® a | 3y S A O Q29y50aNPIH v RS RNX
IED attacks reportedly increased in 2019, which cause@b 4d 386 more civilian casualties

compared to 2018. In 2019, civilian casualties including 275 deaths &nhjared were reportedly

caused by pressurglate IEDs, which is 24 decrease compared to 2018. @6of these casualties

were attributed to the Taliban, which represented 265 deaths and 356 injtifed.

According to UNAMA, during the period ofdnuaryto 30June2020, IEDs attacks were the leading
cause of the civilian casualties by AGEs, which resulted in 688 civilian casualties including 217 deaths
and 471 injured. The widespread use of pressuiege IEDs (operating as improvised grdrsonal

196 UNAMA, Protection of civilians in armed conflict, midyear report: 1 Jarg@@yJune 2020, 27 July 2020, p. 5

197 SIGAR, Quarterly report the United States Congress, 30 April 2020, p. 68; OFS, Lead Inspector General Report to
the United States Congress, 1 Octoh@1 December 2019, 5 February 2026, p. 12
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202Khaama Press, Taliban militants suffer heavy casualties in Kapisa clashes, 15 Jumé 2020,

203 Ariana News, Taliban killed, woded in Kandahar clashes, 17 June 2020,

204 Ariana News, Clashes underway in Kapisa, 16 Taliban militants killed, 19 June&r2020,
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mines)by the Taliban caused around half of the civilian casualtie¥4tsom IEDs that represented
50% increase compared to the same period in 28/29.

On 31July2019, a bus hit an IED on the highway between Kandahar and Herat, killing at least 34
civiliansand wounding other 12, and on 4January2020, one civilian was killed when an IED attached

to a vehicle exploded in YOPolice District of Mazeg Sharif City, in Balirovince?'? Recently, on

8 July2020, a police vehicle was hit by an IED in Golayea(s) Jamhuriat in PD 11 of Kaklty.?!3

In February 202Qhe Taliban published a magazine titlelqgigat(fact), in which it was indicated that
an IED could be planted by the Taliban fighters on a public road to target the enemy as long as civilians
are informed in advancé&?

1.3.3 Highprofile attacks

During the periodrom 1 January to 3Decembei2019,UNAMA documented 832 civilian casualties
including 817 deaths and@L5 injured, which involved deliberate targeting of civilians, with &31
decrease compared to 20%&

According to UNAMA, in 2019, suicide attacks, including complex attacks bglittenTcaused 499
civilian casualtiesncluding 165 deaths and334 injured, which represents 138 increase compared
to 201826 During the period of January to 3@une2020, UNAMA documented 342 civilian deaths
and 428 injured caused by deliberatitacks on civilians, which represented%bf the overall civilian
casualties’

Recent security incidents with higirofile attacks in 2019 and 2020 include:

T On 13June2019, a suicide attacker, which targeted a police vehicle in PDiisgict6 of
Jalalabad City, killed five civilians and four local police officers, and wounded at least 12
people, including three children and three police officéfs.

1 On 12July2019, nine people were killed, and twelve others wounded after a childused
to carry out a suicide attack in a wedding party in Pachiradainict of Nangarhar province.
Reportedly, a pragovernment militia commander was the target and ISKP group claimed the
responsibility for the attack!®

1 On 27July2019, two civilians we Killed including a woman and 30 others were wounded
when a motorcycle bomb targeted a Khost Provincial Force convoy in the eastern part of Khost
City220

1 On 1September2019, a suicide bomber targeted a security news conference in Kunduz City
killing 10security forces, including the Kunduz police spokesman and five civilians. According
to the source, the mentioned conference was organised followitid € A 6 I yQa | ddl O
City from multiple directions, killing 10 security foréés.
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1 On 11September2019, a religious scholar, Mullah Mohammad Agha, who owneddrasa
(koranic school) in the Bakhibangi village of Shawalikdistrict in Kandahaprovince was
killed by the Talibai??

1 On 180ctober2019, sixtytwo people have been killed and dozens injured by a bomb
explosion during Friday prayers at a mosque in Haska Mstact of Nangarhar provincé??
Another source also reported on the incident indicating that a suicide bomber killed at least
73 civilians including the only doctor of Jowdara village, his two brothers and his two songs,

YR Gg2 2F (GKS YSy®#A2ySR @OAtfl3SQa GSIHOKSNER®

1 On 250ctober2019, two civilians and three members of the National Directorate of Security
Special forces unit werkilled when a suicide bomber targeted a convoy of the agency in
Jalalabad City. The source also noted that six agents and 15 civilians were wounded in the
incident??®

1 On 7November2019, Taliban fighters shot and killed four members of the Paktia p@vinc
judiciary, including three judges and a staff member of the secretariat of the Paktia court, in
Mohammad Agha district, while the victims were on their way to Kabul in a private vehicle.
During the year 2019, UNAMA documented 17 deliberate attacks dgaemsbers of the
judiciary causing 20 deaths and 11 injuréd

T On 5March2020, religious scholar Maulvi Noor Pacha Hammad was killed in PD5 of Kabul
City2%’

f On22Junei nun FAGBS SyYLX 2e88Sa 2F GKS ! Gd2NySe
of the USTaliban agreement implementation team, were killed in Deh Sabz area of Kabul
province??8

T On 27June2020, two employees of Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission
(AIHRC), Fatima Khalil, a donor liaison officer, and Jawid Folad, a drivekjlledrafter their
vehicle was hit by an IED in Butkhak square in Police District 12 of?Rabul.

1.3.4 Targeted killings and conflicelated abduction

During the period of January to 3December2019, UNAMA documented 218 incidentsconflict
related abductions that affected @06 civilians and caused 50 civilian deaths and five injured. During
the aforementioned period, there was a 46 decrease in the number of civilians abducted compared
to 2018, however, the number of abductees wivere killed remained at the same level as in 2018.
All theabductionrelated incidents were attributed to the AGEs including majority to the Taljlvath

the exception of three abduction incidents, which were attributed to-governmentarmed groups.
These incidents included the abduction of humanitarian workers, deminers, and healthcare w@fkers.

S5dzNAYy 3 GKS FANRG ljdzZf NISNI 2F Hawunz !bla! NBLRZNIS

GFNBSGAYT 2F OAGREALIYaAaQ O2YLIE NBR (2 HamMpd

During the period of 1January to 3@une2020, UNAMA documented 28 verified incidents of
abduction of civilians that caused 68 civilian casualties including 40 deaths and 28 injured, which
representeda five-time increase compared to the same period in 2019. UNAM#essed its worry
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about the increase in abductions of civilians by the Taliban that resultedregaiinent and summary
executions?®?

During the second half of 2019, several incidents of targeted killings and coeléitdd abductions

were carried out across the country, mainly by the Taliban, including the killing of a teacher, students,
an Imam (religious scholar), protestors, govenent employees, members of the ANDSF and their
relatives, a pregovernment village elder, a human rights activist, civilians accused of cooperating with
the government or NATO forcé¥.

Recent incidents of targeted killings and conftielated abductiorinclude:

1 On 2Januan2020, an employee of Radio Samoun was killed in Lashkargah City of Helmand
province?* Following the incident, the body of the victim was folamt it was discovered he
had beentortured and shot several times®

1 On 1February2020 Kabul Now (local media) reported that women, including young, girls
were exchanged for weapons in parts of Ghor province, and the widespigsadfweapons
has increasingly caused deaths amongst women in the pro¥ifice.

1 On 18February2020, Abdul Rahim Azimi, head of primary court in Injil district in Herat
province was killed in an ambush by unknown gunmen in Shaidaee village of Injil #hstrict.

T On 3March2020,the Taliban shot and killed a former soldier who was titkwe by public
transportation in the village of Takiat Pol in Obe district in Herat provin€g.

1 On 4March2020, the Taliban killed a civilian accused of theft in the village of Mosaferan in
Obe district in Herat provinc&?®

1 On 5March2020, a tribal leader was repouy killed by the Taliban in Tedihi village of
Golran district in Herat provincé®

1 On 6March2020,the Taliban reportedly kidnapped and later killed one civilian in the village
of Daryaban in Obe district in Heratovince?*

1 On 7April2020,the Taliban kidnapped and killed an Afghan territorial army member on the
way in the village of Qarchaghi of Qadistrictin Badghis provinc#'?

1 On 9April2020,the Taliban kidnapped and killed five employees of the Afghanistan central
bank on the way beteen Islam Qala border pass and Herat &ity.

T On 10April 2020, the imam and sermon of Hazrat Ali mosque in Farah province was killed by
unknown gunmert
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T On 15April2020, four youths were reportedly wounded in Gharghai district in Laghman
province after he Taliban opened fire on individuals playing cricket.

1 On 16April2020,the Taliban fighters shot and killed an Afghan police officer on his way to
work in the village of Tagesmail in QalaNaw City in Badghfgovince?*®

T On 27April2020, a Taliban sniper shot and killed two police officers and wounded another in
the villageof MirzaAli in Qads district in Badghis provinceThe police were targeted when
they were brimging water from a welt*’

1 On 30April2020, unknown gunmen reportedly killed a provincial court judge in Police District
12 of HeratCity.2®

1 On 7May2020,the Taliban reportedly destroyed, in an attack in Kamanj area, a bridge on
Harirod river that connected Herat with Ghor provinces. Thare® also indicating that the
Taliban set firdo a telecommunication tower in Kamahglongingto Etisalat telecom firm
YR OAGSR v dzN&Thlifan halvehwaraeil allielegb@ colpanies in @havince
they will destroy their telecom towers uegs they shut them off at nigi*°

T On 6June2020,the Taliban kidnapped and killed a civilian man in Shaidan village in Dow Lina
district inGhor province*

1 On 1July2020, Kabul Now cited Muhibullah Muhigpokesman for Farah police chief, stating
that a schoolteacher named Hamidullah Rahmani was killed by the Taliban in Dehak village of
Farah City>!

1.3.5 Aerial attacks and bombings

According to UNAMA, 219 aitrikes were carried out by prgovernment érces in 2019, which caused
1045 civilian casualties, including 700 deaths and 345 injured, with én8rease compared to 2018.
The source also indicated that ¥0 of the overall casualties in 2019 were caused by thstres?5
While SIGAR cited RS (Resolute Support) indicating #tabf2the civilian casualties were caused by
air strikes in 2019>

According to UNAMA, during the first half of 2020, civilian casualties causedshykais represented

9 % of the overall civdin casualtiesUNAMA indicated that there has been 43decrease in overall
civilian casualties by adtrikes during the mentioned periodue toan important reduction in activity

by the international military forces following the signing of the-Tifilan agreement in February
202024 At the same time, UNAMA expressed concerns over the increase in civilian casualties caused
by Afghan Air Force, noting that during the first six months of 2020 the number of civilian casualties
OF dza SR o0& | T fikes tyipleC @mMparBdxé thelsaméperiod in 20More than half of

civilian casualties caused by all g2 GSNY YSy i F2NDOSaQ | ANBGNR]SE& RdzNg
children, with 65 % of civilian casualties from airstrikes caused by Afghan Adérdfone. Numerous
airstrikes by Afghan Air Force hit residential buildings, for examples: on 20 May idydardistrict

of Jawzjan provingetwo airstrikes hit two homes killing six civilians, including three children, one
woman and two men; on the sameagl in Khan Abad district of Kunduz province, an airstrike hit a
home killing three civilians (two women and one man) and injuring five (four children and one woman);
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on 24 June in Balkh district of Balkh province, an airstrike hit a home killing foaneigilvo children,
one woman and one man) and injuring five others, including two chilé¥en.

On 6May 2019, between 30 and 45 civilian workers were killed, including children, in clashes and air
strikes by foreign troops on drug production factories in Gulistan and Bakstects of Farah
province?®®On 1Septembe2019, 13 civilians were killed inanaii NA { S Ay NBGOGFt AL GA2Y
attack on Gorziwaulistrict of Faryabprovince®’ During the same period and in the same district of

Faryab province, 12 civilians were killed ld%air strike on three residential houses while backing the

Afghan forces who were fighting the Taliban in the &féa.

1.3.6 Search operations

In February 2020JNAMA noted:

WEASEFNOK 2LISNFGA2ya +FNB | YA f-Govdrnnent Rorce® tibA O dza ¢
capture or kill persons they believe to be A@Gibvernment Element targets, usually involving
entering and searching homes or other civil&nctures, and often carried out at night. Often
NEFSNNBR (2.8 a8 ayAIKG NI AR&E
I OO2NRAY3 (G2 !blal! aSINOK 2LISNIiGA2YyaT wwntoreOK | NB
civilian casualties in 2019 compared to 2018. UNAMA indicated dhahg the period between
1 Januaryand 31 December2019, night raids caused 360 civilian casualties, including 278 deaths and
82 injured, mainly by NDS, Khost Protection Force and Paktikait SR W{ K I RBBingthe 2 NOS & Q
first quarter of 2020, UNAMAocumented an important decrease in civilian casualties from search
operations by ANS#!

On 24August2019, one civilian was killed and four others were wounded, including two women and
two children when Afghan and foreign forces carried out a night raiié Babos area of Ral Alam
districtin Logamprovince®® Similarly, on 11August2019, at least 11 civilians were reportedly killed in

a night raid carried out by NDS Special Forces in the Kolalgo area of distnictin Paktigorovince?®?

1.3.7 Eplosive remnants of war

According to UNAMA, Explosive Remnants of War refer to UXO (unexploded ordnance)) and AXO
(abandoned explosive ordnance). During the period betweelarfuary and 3December2019,
UNAMA documented 520 civilimasualties, including 149 deaths and 371 injured caused by explosive
remnants of war, with a 66 increase compared to 2018. UNAMA also indicated that

WOKAf RNBY O2yiGAydzZSR (2 06S RAALINRPLEZNIAZ2YyLlGSt @
represent a sigificant contributing factor to child disability. In 2019, children accounted for

almost 78 per cent of all civilian casualties from explosive remnants of war, with 403 child
casualties (113 killed and 290 injured) including 360 boys. Children who sendganters

255 UNAMA AfghanistarProtection of civilians in armed conflict, midyear report: 1 Janga&9 June 2020, 27 July 2020,
url, p.16

256 pajhwokAfghan Newsdozens of civilians, forces killed in Farah, 6 May 2819JNAMA, protection of civilians in
armed onflicts, special report: airstrike on alleged dfpigpcess facilities, 5 May 2019

257TNYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 26 Septembeuf019,

258 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 26 Septembeug019,

259 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 20291

260 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 20264

261 UNAMA AfghanistarProtection of civilians in armed conflict, first quarter report: 1 Jange8§ March 2020, April
2020,url, p. 5

262ZNYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Auge2329 August 201l

263NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Augtlh 915 August 2019yl
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with explosive remnants of war live with lasting detrimental impact on their quality of life due
to loss of limbs or eyesight, other serious injuries, and psychological tr&ffma

During the period of January to 3dune2020, explosive remnastof war caused % of the overall
civilian casualties. UNAMA documented verified 218 civilian casualties including 59 deaths and 159
AY2dzNBR 2FWywK2Y 6SNB OKAf RNBYQU FNRY SELX2aA0S
period2%®

In February 2020, Tanews cited Abdul Jalil Sedidgadof Mine Action Coordination, stating that in

2019 in Afghanistat#éhore than 110 civilians have been killed and at least 130 others have been
wounded over the past year due to mines and other explosive materials difgif@om the Soviet
invasionera.@® On 9June2019, one child was reportedly killed, and seven others were wounded
when an unexploded mortar shell, which children were playing with, exploded in the Charada area of
Wayezistrictin Ghazni provinc&’In a similar incident in Laghman province, onAl#l 2019, seven
children aged under 1t&vere killed while playing with unexploded mortar sHé&fl.

1.4 Impact of the violence on the civilian population

1.4.1 Civilian casualties

Year C_ivilians F:i_vilians Total c_ivilian
killed injured casualties

2020 1Qc2Q | 1282 2176 3458
2019 3 403 6 989 10 392
2018 3804 7189 10993
2017 3440 7019 10459
2016 3527 7925 11452
2015 3565 7470 11035
2014 3701 6834 10535
2013 2969 5669 8638
2012 2769 4821 7590
2011 3133 4709 7842
2010 2794 4 368 7162
2009 2412 3557 5969

Figure2. Source: UNAMA Protection of civilians in armed conflict

In 2019, UNAMA documented BO2 civilian casualties, includingt@3 deaths and 889 injured as a

result of the armed conflict, with a % decrease compared to 2018. i§ldecreasewas due to the
reductionin civilian casualties caused by the Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP), while civilian
casualties caused by other actors increased, notably by the Taliban and International foititas?®®

264 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2&h2@ry 2020url, p. 363; 89

265 UNAMA AfghanistarProtection of civilians in armed conflict, midyear report: 1 dagg 30 June 2020, 27 July 2020,
url, p. 47

266 Tolonews, 100 of civilian casualties caused by unexploded ordnance in 2019, 20 Februanyl 2020,

267NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Jui8,713 June 2019l

268 Salaam Times, Unexploded mortar shell kills 7 children in Laghman 15 Apriu2019,

269 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 2020
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such as a spike in civilian casualties wereidaiand norsuicide IED attacks by AGEs, primarily by the

Taliban, along with electiorelated violenceln the first half of 201%he number of civilian casualties

attributed to pro-governmentf2 NOS& 6+ a KAIKSNI GKFy (KSndzhstS OI dza
'bla! KIFER y20 R2O0dSyiSR 0S¥2NB HamMbpQo

According to UNAMARi2019, AntiGovernment Elements (AGESs), were responsible fé6 @2 civilian
casualties including 4% caused by the Taliban and 32 by ISKP and the remaining%3to
undetermined andother AGESIEDs used by AGEs in both suicide andsuicide attacks remained
the leading cause of civilian casualties in 2019 &#42 UNAMA indicated that 1@ of the overall
civilian casualties in 2019 were caused bystikes, with majority (7246) attributed to international
military forces.According to UNAMA, 2% of the civilian casualties in 2019 were caused by pro
government forces, including 26 by AI$F, around 86 by international military forces, nearhp2 by
pro-government armed groups, and just undef@by undetermined or multiple prgovernment
forces?’

Pro-government armed groups caused 184 civilian casualties including 102 deathsiapg&®in 57
incidentsand were responsible for seven conflielated abductions throughout 2019. This represents

a 2% increase in civilian casualties caused bygorernment armed groups compared to 2018 and
doubled compared to 2017. Civilian caswedticaused by prgovernment armed groups occurred
mainly in the context of ground engagements @) and search operations (34). The majority of
these casualties were caused by Khost Protection Force and Shaheen Forces in Paktia, Paktika and
Ghazni provices, while the remaining civilian casualties mainly occurred in Takhar and Baghlan
provinces?3In 2019 UNAMA verified 12 incidents involving 25 civilian deaths as a result of operations
by Khost Protection Force. This shows a significant decrease cednfra2018%’* The majority of
civilian deaths attributed to the Khost Protection Force were caused by intentional shooting, mostly
during search operation€® In 2019, UNAMA attributed 559 civilian casualties including 227 deaths
and 786 injured tanternational military forceg’®

In 2019, AGEs were the continuing cause of the majority of civilian casualties through indiscriminate
and deliberate targeting of civilians, in violation of international humanitarian law. In its annual report
on civilianprotection, UNAMA documented 1382 civilian casualties in 2049 of those,6 447 civilian
casualties (568 killed and #79 injured) were attributed to AGEY in particular76 % to the Taliban,

19% to ISHKP, and 3% to undetermined AGE®

As a raction to the figures released by UNAMA in their 2020 annual report, the Taliban published a
statement on their official website, Voice of JhatlE 2 SO0 Ay 3 (GKS | b! a! NBLI2 NI
RAAONAYAYLFG2NREQ® / AGAYy 3 RI (I to éobect, felgi§ier Bidd préeénOA | £ O
civilian casualties, the Taliban claimed that 83 % of all civilian casualties in 2019 were caused by the

US and Afghan government forces, contrary to what stated by UNAMA.

SIGAR cited RS (Resolute Suppeprting 1268 civilian casualties in Afghanistan during the first
quarter (1January 31 March) of 2020, with 3% decrease compared to the last quartexqdtober-

2ZI0UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, Annual Report 2019, 22 Februanyl 202056
2I1UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawy!2026

212 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 22, 10
2I3UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 20266
21UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl|20BF58
2ZI5UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 20267
2I6UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 20263
2ITUNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl20R056
218 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februauyl 20282
219 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 FebrugnyrR @233
280V/oice of JihadReaction by spokesman of Islamic Emirate towards civilian casualty report by UIRB M dbruary 2020,
url
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31 December) of 2019. RS reportedly attributed?8®f the civilian casualties to AGEs]uding the
Taliban that caused 3%, ISKP 1%, and unknown insurgents 44. According to SIGAR RS attributed
another 7% to pregovernment forces, including% to ANDSF and% to International military forces,
and 5% to other or unknown force’$!

Between 25and 29 June2020, AIHRC reported several security incidents in different provinces of
Afghanistan that resulted in civilian casualties including the recent attackuyi262020] in old Bazar

of Sangin district in Helmand province where in aketcattack 27 civilians have been killed and 35
injured 282

During the first quarter of 202a@he conflict in Afghanistan continued to be one of the deadliest in the
world for civiliang®® Between 1 Januaryand 30June2020, UNAMA documented 458 civilian
casualties including 282 deaths and 276 injured with a 13% decrease compared to the same
periodin 2019%% This overall decrease was due to the significant drop in civilian casualties caused by
air strikes by international forces and reducadtivity by ISKP®® At the same time, during the first
jdzZlk NISNJ 2F HnunX !bla! adFriSR G2 06S WINI@gSte 02\
in March 2020, mainly by the Taliban against Afghan national security forces, and the consequent
increase in the number of civilian casualties and harm caused, particularly in the northern ane north
S a i S N2 NEBorih@ty SIGAR, during the second quarter of 2020, civilian casualties increased
by nearly 6% compared to the first quarter of the ge and by 186 compared to the same period in
2019287

Following the signing of the Ulliban agreement in Doha, various sources reported a spike in violence

and civilian casualtie’® Despite periods of reduction in violence, during the firstnsonths of 2020,

violence has continued, with civilians bearing the brt#itA report bythe co-Director of the

' FIAKFyAaldly !'ylrfeadga bSig2N] 6!'! b0 YIFIGS /7 €FN]Z
from the USTaleban deal appear to be thosieing in Talebas®2 y i NBf f SR I NBFaQ 6KS
' FAKEFY F2NOSa (221 || WRSTSyaagsS adlyoSQ yR adz2lL
civilians have seen renewed attackstbg¢ | t A6y Y2y 3 FSIFEN 2FOPWYLIRAAAO0
UNAMAreported that,during the first six months of 2020, pgovernment forces were responsible

for 28% of all civilian casualties and remained responsible for more child deaths thar?®AGEs.
International military forcesvere responsible foB % of overall civilian casualtié¥ Duringthe same

period, AGEs continued to be responsible for the majority of civilian casualties, with a to¥s| &8

which 43% were attributed to the Taliban,® to ISHKP and 66 toundetermined AGE%3

281 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April20p069
282 AlHRC, Civilian saalties in the cattle market in Sangin district of Helmand province and in some other provinces of the

country, 30 June 2020y1

283 UNAMA AfghanistanProtection of civilians in armed coitfi, first quarter report: 1 January31 March 2020, April

2020,url, p.1
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agreement, AAN, 8 April 2020x|
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Commenting on this latest reporting by UNAMA during an interview with EASO, ay2020, ce
DANBOG2NI G GKS !'!'b YIGS /EFN)y y23SR GKIFG w3azgs
targeting, as seen in the recent UNAMAftection of Civilians midyear report which detailed civilian
casualties resulting from indirect fire and air strikes. The ANSF have never taken civilian casualties
seriously. They have never done proper investigations emehpensation. There is rarely any
RAAOALX A3*F NBE I QliAz2y®Q

1.4.2 State ability to secure law and order

More detailedinformation on the state structure and governance in Afghanistan, including on state
judiciary, its capacity, integrity, effectiveness in prosecution can be founBASO COIl Report
Afghanistan, State Structure and Security Forces, August 2020

¢ KS 22NI R Wdza (Rul®& Lawv M@ee2D2D iiatka Afghaniatanil22 out of 128 codffiries
Fft20FGAYy3a AlG G2 GKS € ad b0 its éport forythe @irst Guarter2oNR S NJ |
HAHNX !'blal! y2G8SR Wy AYONBIasS Ay OABAf AN Wa RS IGXK
to 2019 referring particularly to Marcl2020 massshooting incidents by ISKP and targeted killings,
abductions, and planting of IEDs by the TaliFa€ommenting on the deaths of at least 23 civilians

during a market festival iBangin district, Helmangrovince on 29June2020, the spokesman for the

National Security Council (NSC) said that 24 civilians were killed or injured daily starting from

22 February20202°®8 The Asia Foundation 2019 survey revealed that 74.&f Afghansften feared

for their personal safety, which is &@@increase from 2018 and the highest rate since the start of the
survey?®

UNAMA reported that judiciary sector employees remained targeted in 2019, as 13 judges, three
judicial staff, and 19 prosecutdr $ SNBX (A ff SR Rdz2NAYy3d GKS @SIFENE y2iA
0KS 2dzRAOAIFINE o6l a SOSNI adzZFFAOASy Gt e Ay@SadaAaalr isSi
YR RANBOG GKNBIFIGA (G2 2dzRISaAQr FESH t SERABEISHE W
remote districts3®® According to theGovernment and Media Joint Committeeferred to by the UN

Secretary General, 116 cases of violence against journalists and media workers, in which 10 persons
were killed and 2injured, were reported in 201%" For the period from January to 3@une2020,

UNAMA reported on attacks by AGEs on religious leaders (18 incidents), healthcare personnel (13
incidents), judiciary members (11 incidents), civil sociatyivists (9 incid/ G a0 > bDhaQ &adl
incidents), and journalists (3 inciden®§j.As reported in local media, the recent cases of violence

toward media workers, human rights defenders, including AIHRC, and NGO employees aobudrise

are not limited ta assassinations by known armed me#? IED blasts targeting vehicfés and

killing of family member&® In February 2020, as reported by the UN General Assembly Security
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Council, the Afghan cabinet endorsed the regulation prepared by the Government and Media Joint
Committee to protect journalists and media workers. The Council reported also on the arrest of eight

out of 18 persons suspected in threatening AIHRC humararighfR SFSY RSNE Ay @2t gSR W
the practice obachad I inA.d@ar provincé®

C2tft26Ay3a GKS SELX 2aA2y Ay | {A1K GSYLX S Ay {K2N
accused the government of negligence, as reported by local ni&damilarly, the explosion in Wazir

Akbar Khan mosque in Kabul at the beginning of June 2020 was reported to¥augebid@ef ahd a

LJdzo € AO 2dzi ONE 20SNJ GKS FNIPFYAES aSOdzNAGE &AGdz GA2

During 201%nd up tillthe first months of 2020, the city of Kabul facadincrease in criminalif®,

which started occurring even in relatively safe central at€a8 dzNJy Ay 3 (G KS OAGe Ay (2
dangerous places for businessmen, foreigners, local officials and bkBina LI$'2Aslin@ed by
C2a0KAYAIZ GKS NAR&aS Ay ONRYAYlIf AYOARSy(da WNBF S
ONARYAYFftAGEeYT AyOfdzZRAY3I Y2NB GA2f Sy d2comeicasds I yR |
reported by media comprised kidnajmg of adulté'® and childrer?*, robberiesand burglaried'®,

murder?®, gunfire?’, and accidental killing during a gunfight between criminal grotfp&oschini

noted on extortion schemesjgiri) practiced byorgansed ONA YS 3 NP dzLJa Jangeih OK (| |
odzaAySaasSa FNRBY LISGNRt adldArAzya G2 FrFrOG2NASaAQ |
because of unemployment or underemployment among the young #HeAccording to Foschini,

Kabul police faced corruption and a lack of staff to stigate criminal cases. Moreover, Foschini

reported on tight relations between criminals and the police in some of the neighbourhoods, which
prevented legal prosecutioft®

Besides Kabul, the cities of Jalalabad, Herat, and Ma&farif were reported t&F  OS G KS WaAY
aLIA1Sa Ay ONRYAYIE FOGA@GAGEPQ YdzyRdzZ 41 & NBLIR NI S
101 2F 3I20SNYIFyOSs | NBaAdzZNBSyid ¢lFfAoly |yR |y .
be unable to stop robberies arektortions in the city??! Following a landelated conflict, the local
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0 KS & ASE dihell 2029y A3i@ Foundation survey founded that%@8of Afghans maed
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According to the 2019 Asia Foundation survey, 8% & respondents trusted the Afghan National
Army (ANA): 5% believed that it helped to improve security and%2said that was protecting
civilians; almost6 aGF GSR ! b! 413 WK2ySad FyR Tl AND

1.4.3 Socieeconomic conditions

In 2019, the Afghan econonremained largely dependent on international gratswhicht besides

covering nearly half of the government budgedinanced around 756 of total public expenditure and

nearly 90% of security expenditure as of 20%9.¢ KS O2dzy i NBE Kl a S 27F

employmentto-population ratio8?’ and 24> 2 F GKS O02dzy iNEQa ¢2NJ Ay3I LR
underemployed??® The World Bank characterised 80 2 F SYLJX 2@ YSyid Ay ! FIAKI YA
YR AyaSOdz2NBQ leyipoyriedtyddylabdiriayiphid &oFk3P°RICHF estimated the

number of children engaged in child labour at@m in 2017° and reported that 3®oof children in

Afghanistan were engaged in child labour as of 2819.

In 2019, UNOCHA estimated that overd8®f Afghans lived on less than the internationally applied
poverty line (USD.90 per day$*2 Noting that the deterioration in welfare became meowidespread
across the country, the World Bank reported that rural poverty had consistently higher than urban
poverty?®3 as of 2019, 8% of the rural population was defined as p8#The ongoing conflict and
displacement, high levels of unemploymentddack of income, and natural disasters were named by
UNOCHA among the key drivers of acute food insectifiyiccording to the datdy the Afghanistan
Joint Market Monitoring Initiative (JMMI) collected in June 20284sesshe impact of COVHR9 on

the Afghan market, there was a decrease in the demand for food anegemhcommaodities accessed

by JMM#36, which revealed that in the purchasing power of Afghan households had dimini¥hed.

The literacy rate was reported to increase to the figures o%#Br adults and to 6346for the youth
as of 2018%, however, it remained disproportionately high among girls, particularly in rural &fas.

According to Afghanistan Living Conditions Survey (ALCS) ol 20Mbiich remains the most recent
data at the timeof the writing, most housing in Afghanistan consisted of irregular, detached, of semi
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detached houses or regular detached hou¥€dhe survey found that the large majority (7@ of
 TAKFYA&GlIyQa dzNBFy LRLz | GA2Y  Aa@ SWReraga yirbad f dzY a
household size was estimated at 7.3 perséfighe 2020 BTI report found thatost Afghans lacked

a safe water supply, adequate sanitation, and hygjemel the vast majority of the Afghan population

had limited access telectricity, especially in rural are&€Analysing the conditions for 2019, UNOCHA
reported that only 646 of the population had access to at least basic (improved) drinking water
services, with huge disparities between urban $@pand rural (5%) popudtion groups3*?

1.4.4 Refugees, IDPs, returnees

Afghanistan remains the second largest country of origin of refugees in the world, withilRoh
refugees in the first half of 201%®* The majority of registered Afghan refugees are hosted by Pakistan
(1.4million) and Iran (951.00)34

t NEGNF OGSR AYOUSNYFGAZ2Y It RAA&LX | OS*Repditedi third RS T A Y S
of the population were displaced, in the years following the Soviet invasion of 1979. Of the millions
thatfledtolrant Yy R t I {A&aGFy> &42YS NBOdzNYySR G2 ! FIKFyAadl
and the advent of the Taliban reignited a new exodus to neighbouring couftfi€se ousting of the

Taliban in 2001 coincided with the beginning of a massive wavdauwheeto Afghans. Between 2001

and 2015, UNHCR assisted dhilion Afghans to return and many more are believed to have returned

without official assistancé®

According to UNHCR, the return of over Biflion Afghan refugees since 2002 assisted byatiency

KFa 0SSy WiKS fFNBSadG @2t dzyil NBE ¥BMhle voldhtaryi A 2y LJI
repatriation has decreased in recent years due to deteriorating security situation and a continued lack

of capacity to absorb returnees, Afghan refugeeseheontinued to returr?®

In 2016 there was a spike in retufiswith about 1million documented and undocumented Afghans
returned to Afghanistan. Over 61000 people returned from Pakistan and Iran in 26%7During
2018, a total of 80850 returns were registered from Iran and Pakistan, of whichIZB&were from
Iran3*® In 2019, about500000 undocumented Afghans returned from Iran (about 488) and
Pakistan (about 1800)3** In 2020 (betweenl Januaryand 4 July2020), IOM recorded a total of
363963 returns toAfghanistan over 362000 of which from Iran, and over8B0 from Pakistn 3%°
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As of 1April2020, the World Bank reported that the returns of an estimatedriilfion documented

and undocumented Afghan refugees during 2806 mT NB Yl Ay a | LINBaadaNB 2y |
FYR AyadAaddziazyas adldAay3d (KEOF D80G KBS @Az SMXB{ LE
welfare for the displaced and for host communites g A G KAy | RAFTFAOdzg (%°S02y2Y,

Internal displacements

| OO2NRAY3 G2 SadAyYlLdAazya o0& (GKS LYyGSNyl 5A4aLJ |
Report, Afghanistan rates fifth among the ten countries with the highest number efd¥to conflict

and violence, and first for the highest number of people still displaced as a result of natural disasters.

As of 31December2019, a total of around 4.&illion people were displaced in Afghanistan; of which

around 3million were displacd by conflict and violence and around In#llion by natural disaster,

especially drought and floods’

During 2019, due to escalating fighting between the government forces and the Taliban as well as
attacks by other armed groups,émumber of new IDPsaased by conflict and violence increased to
around 461000, bringing the total number of conflictiduced displacement to aroundr8illion, the
highest figure on record for the count®? Throughout2020, both ongoing conflict and natural
disasters have auinued to drive displacement and humanitarian needs, and many remain displaced
as conflict and poverty prevent them from returning to their areas of origin. Due to conflict in their
areas of oigin, about 111000 of the 24900 people displaced in the Wesn provinces in 20189

mainly because of drought, were still displaced as of April 2820.

Displaced people often live in precarious situation due to inadequate shelter, condition of food
insecurity, insufficient access to sanitation and health fédlitas well as a lack of protectiéff.
Vulnerability forces people, including IDPs, to resort to negative coping mechanism such as
early/forced marriages, child labour and begging. UN OCHA noted that this situation has been
exacerbated by COVID19. Insexurousing is a main source of vulnerability for many Afghans,

LI NI AOdzf N @ L5tax NBOGdz2NYSSa yR 62YSYy |yR GKS
returnees and those unable to pay their rent due to CG19E!

Deportations andvoluntary returns

In 2019, about 50800 undocumented Afghans returned from Iran (48® circa) and Pakistan
(19800 circa)®? Out of the around 48®00 who returned from Iran, about 2780 were deported.
Among those returning from Pakistan, aboutt@ were deported®®® Between 1Januaryand
4 July2020, IOM recorded about 1@®0 deportations from Iran, and 77 from Pakistéh.

Forced deportations of Afghan refugees by Iranian authorities have long been regtredhe first
quarter of 2020, accordinto media sources Iranian officials were forcibly deportiefgigees on a
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daily basi¥®, and following the new US sanctions they threatemeore deportations®’ In May 2020,
Afghan authorities said they were investigating reports of Iranian border guards beating, torturing and
then forcing intoa river up to 70 Afghan nationals who illegally crossed into Iran. Authorities in the
province of Herat said they had retrieved 12 bodies from the Harirud R@&n 3May 2020, the
Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC) ispueskaelease confirming that
such incident occurred onMay 2020 in Karee-Elyas village of Gulratistrictin Herat3%°

In 2018, there was a massive increase of returns from Iran, compared to 2017, mostly driven by the
political and economic issues thfe country®®In May 2018, US President Donald Trump decided to
withdraw from the 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and world powers and to reimpose sanctions on
¢CSKNIyd ''a | NBadzZ 6§ LNIyQa OUSING ¥fghans mdStly wSky/ S R
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US sanctions in January 262pfollowing an escalation of tension between the US and3ffan
reportedly triggered more returns to Afghanistan, due to tiee of living and healthcare costs, scarcity
of jobs and rising hostility from local population towards undocumented Afgfans.

As of 14March2020, spontaneous returns from Iran have reached new record totals due to fears over
the COVIEL9outbreak. Reporting data by the Border Monitoring Team of the Directorate of Refugees
and Repatriation (DoRR), IOM estimated that ove063 undocumented Afghans returned from Iran,
showing a 17®sincrease from the previous week (582)376

Pakistan hagd over 1.4million registered Afghan refugees, as of &rch20203"” However, the
actual number of Afghan refugees in the country might be higher than the official numbers, according
to the ExecutiveDirector of the Society for Human Rights & Prisonérd (SHARP), Liagat Banori,
interviewed during dact-findingmission by the Belgian COI unit Cedoca in February 2©20.

In 2016 there was a spike in retuffs with a total of 620000 Afghans returned from Pakistaf.
Human Rights Watch stated that, in response to several deadly security incidents and deteriorating
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the Pakistani government, in close collaboration with tiiwernmentof Afghanistan and with the

366 FP Why Iran Is Deporting Scores of Afghan Refugees, 13 Januarw@pROM, Return of Undocumented Afghans

Weekly Situation Report, (280 May 2020), 30 May 2020¢|

367 New Humanitarian (ThelSlran tensions push Afghans home to conflict, 6 February 2020,

368 RFE/RL, HRW Calls For Investigation Into 'Shocking' Allegation Of Iranian Border Guards Drowning Afghan Migrants, 4
May 2020url; NYT, Afghanistan Investigating Claims Migrants Were Killed by Iranian Guards, 2 Mayl 2020,

369 AIHRC, Press Release: Reported Abuse and Drowning of Afghan Refugees Aiming to Cross the Border to Iran, 3 May
2020,url

370]0M, Return of Undocumented Afghans, Weekly Situation ReportXdar2018/15 Jan 2019), 5 January 2018, p. 1
STLRFE/RL, Things Are So Bad In Iran That Afghan Migrants Are Going Home, 1 August 2018,

372]0M, Return of Undocumented Afghans, Weekly SitueReport, (JaiDec 2018/15 Jan 2019), 5 January 2018, p. 1
373CNBS, US slapew sanctions on Iran following strikes on US targets, 10 Januaryu2D20,

3741n January 2020, Iranian general Qassim Suleimani, considered as Iran's most powerful military commander, was killed
by a US drone in Iraq; which resulted in an escalation of tension between the US and Iran. BBC, Qasem Soleimani: US Kkills
top Iranian geneal in Baghdad air strike, 3 January 2020,

375New Humanitarian (ThelJSlran tensions push Afghans home to conflict, 6 February 2020\ew Humanitarian

(The), On the move: Conflict, refugee returns fuel Afghanistan displacement, 20 Januanyr202an F. Afghan

migrants: Unwanted in Iran and at home, Atlantic council, 15 May 2620,

376]0M, Return of undocumented Afghans, Weekly situation repofit484arch 2020), 14 March 202/

3"TUNHCR, Operational Portal Refugee SituatRiatistics Afghan refugees in Pakistan, last updated: 18 March 2020,
UNHCR, PakistaAfghan Refugee Infgraphic Update, Monthly Update (February 2020), 18 March 2020,
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S79UNHCR, Solutions Strategy Afghan Refugees 202919, October 2018rl, p. 6
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support of IOM and UNHCR, carried out a coumtige exercise to identify undocumented Afghans.
Some 88M00 previoust undocumented Afghan nationals were identified during the exeréfsEhe

goal of the documentation exercise was to provide undocumented Afghans with identification
credentials that will allow legalise and regularise their stay in Pakistan for a lingtemtipf time383
UNHCR reported that total of 13584 Afghans returned from Pakistan in 2018, noting that this was
76 %lower compared to the number of refugees who returned from Pakistan in 2817.

In June 2019, UNHCR, Pakistan and Afghanistan agreed@point joint declaration, in conclusion

ofthe30"¢ NA LI NI AGS /2YYA&aaAirzy aSSiAy3a NBFFFANYAYy3I Gt
0KS LINAYOALX S 2F @2fdzy G NB NBLI GNRFGA2¥HFory &l F¢
more irformation see Section®2.3.2 Return of registered Afghan refugeasd 2.3.3 Return of
unregistered Afghan refugees BASO COI Report, Pakistan: Situation of Afghan refugees, Mgy 2020

As a precautionary measure linked to the outbreak of IDEIGA, UNHCR temporarily suspended the
return of registered Afghan refugees from Pakistan, Iran and other countries ddarich20203% As

of 30April 2020, voluntary repatriation from Iran was resumed by UNHCR upon request by the Iranian
Bureau for Ans and Foreign Immigrants Affaifs.

Ly | LINBaa oNASTFAYy3d KSEtR Ay !'LINAE HAaHNnZ | bl/wQ 2
COVIEL9 and the lockdown of economic activities have left many Afghan refugees in Iran and Pakistan

with aninability to meet even their most basic needs, and that Afghans continue to return from both
LNYY YR tlF{lAabdlry RSALAGS LISNBEAAGSYG NRAala FyR A
g NYySR GKIFG WE RNIYIFGAO mhyolexdelnding @esiure olNdtediceads O 2 d:
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from Iran, Pakistan, Turkey and Europe each year, combined with the loss of remittances which are
vital to the survival of their families at home, is having sstibilishg impact on peace, prosperity and
aSOdzNAGe A¥ | FAKIYA&AlE yoQ

1.4.5 Children

With 48% of its population being younger than 15 years, Afghanistan is one of the four countries in

the world with the highest proportion of persons under the age of*®®%n June 2020, UN General

Assembly Security Council reported that Afghanidtdd Y I A y SR RHUAKSSA IR 02 y3*%.f A Ol ¥
noting that 3410 grave violations against2d5 children were verified in 2028 Save The Children

listed Afghanistan as one of the ten worst confliftected countries to be a child, underlining that
Afghanistan hadre biggest figures for killed and injured childr&h.

According to UNAMA, children accounted &% of all civilian casualties in Afghanistan in 2019,
which was a 26 increase from 2018. In 2019, UNAMA document&d3Bchild casualtie88{4 deaths

382UNHCR, Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees 2018, October 2018yrl, p. 13
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384 UNHCR, Afghanistan, Voluntary Repatriation Update, January 2019, 1

385UNHCR, Conclusions of theé"3lripartite Commission meeting between the Govermnef the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan and Pakistan and UNHCR, 18 June @019,

386 UNHCR, Afghanistan Border Monitoring update, 21 April 2020,

387 UNHCR, Afghanistan Border Monitoring upda®OVIBP19 Response (31 M&yJune 2020), 9 June 2020l p. 1

388 UNHCR, CoronavirgdNow is not the time to forget Afghanistan and its neighbours, 14 April 2020,

389 UNOCHA2020 Afghanistan Humanitarian Needs Overvi¢tumanitarian Programme Cycle 2020, 17 December 2019,
url, p. 28

390 AfghanistanNSIA CSQ, Afghanistan Living Conditions Survey 20067: Highlights Report, 2018, p.5

391UNSG Children and armed conflict, Report of the Secretary Genara#/845-S/2020/525 9 June 2020Qurl, p.3

392UNSG Children ad armed conflict, Report of the Secretary Gengfdl 4/845-S/2020/525 9 June 202Qurl, p.5

393Save The Children, 2020: Gender Matterd,,url, p.12
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and 2275 injuredj®, which was a 3% increase compared to 20¥8While AGEs were responsible for

the majaity of child casualties in 2019 §B5 casualties)which was a 1%6 increase compared to

2018, child casualties attributed to PGFs reveale@adecrease (@32 casualties). With the figure of

39% or 1213 casualties (270 killed and 943 injured), #eding cause for child casualties in 2019 were

ground engagements between AGEs and PGRSS A Y RANBOG FANB OF dZASR Wit
Ol adzl £ G A SaQ=suidide fED attackshby AGEs, whicly displayed &b ihtrease compared

to 2018%% Siicide and complex attacks affecting children increased byo6mpared to 20F8,

causing 46@hild casualties (61 killed and 399 injured). The Taliban was responsible for 352fa 324
increase from 2018) and ISKP for 92 child casualties¥ad@@reasecompared to 2018) of this typ&®

Although there was a decrease in child casualties frorstakes in 201%°, 0 KS &SI NJ aGd At t NB
second highest number of child casualties frondiait NA { S& 2 @S Ndfter ie@rafiigh Eeviels RS O R S
were documented by UNAMA in 2018. PGFs were responsible for 341 child casualties $toikeair

69% were attributed to international military forces, 24 to the Afghan Air Force, and%l to
undetermined PGF¥° Even with a5 RS ONBI &S TR dOntinuadviy COMpHse Kna
YIE22NRG& 27F OF &adar 4034 cAsudlies)o frof Yedplbdive rergnants of war and
landmines?® Furthermore, UNAMA reported on 39 child casualties, more than twice as many as in
Hamy X NBadz HdBder ineRRyYG W GANR a¥adzy | NE %Il odzZf FyR YK2ad
Pakistani Military Force?

In July 2020, UNAMA reported thatOf7 child casualties (340 killed and 727 injured) were
documented for the first half of 2020: ground engagements were reporteth@deading cause of
child casualties, followed by IEDs and explosive remnants of®var.

According to a survey conducted by Save The Children in April 28d18dted districts of Kabul, Balkh,

Faryab and S8 t dzZf LINE @AYy OSas €EpdsiieR Nl yiolende @rfl fhe sBangd of ¥ S 1 NJ
FGdlr Ol KSEtAO2LIGSNER 2y (KSANI gle (G2 FyR I# aoOkz2f
la y2G3SR o0& !bla!s OKAfRNBY Ay2d2NBR o0& SELX 2aA(
impact on thei quality of life due to loss of limbs or eyesight, other serious injuries, and psychological
trauma®Ly AdGa WHamdp NBLRNIXZ !bh/ 1! F2dzyR GKI G O2yTi
structures that protect children at national, local and commanit f S@St Q> f SF RAy3 (2
separation of children from their families, psychosocial distress, recruitment into the armed forces and

armed groups (particularly for boys), exploitation of boys and girls through child labour, early and

forced marriges (especially for girls), denial of education opportunities, and sexual explo@ifion

In June 2020JN Secretargeneral reported that the ANA used six schools for military purposes while

one school was used by the government gmad-government force$®” UNAMA verified 70 cases that
FFFSOGSR W 00Saa (2 SRdzOF{GA2yQ AY HnampY GKSasS Ay
of educational personnel, including killing, injury, and abduction, and threats against education
facilities and staffThe eastern and central regions displayed the majority of incidents (18 each) and
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were followed by the nortkeastern region (12 incidentspuringthe incidents, nine students were
killed and 29 injured®

Noting that the numbers ofhild recruitment must be higher than documented, UNAMA reported on

the recruitment and use of 64 boys in 2019: 58 by the Taliban, 3 by the Afghan national security forces,
and 3 by pregovernment armed groups (Afghan Local Police anegprernment militas). The Taliban

was reported to use children to plant IEDs, transport explosives, assist in intelligence gathering, carry
out suicide attacks, and participate in hostilitf@3Iln the period betweer Januaryand 30 June2020,
UNAMA verified the recruitment of 23 children by the Taliban: 22 of them were recruited in the north
eastern region and one in the eastern region. According to UNAMA, there was an increase in the
number of reports received by the mission in the coctiin of recruitment and use of children by the
Afghan national security forces across the country. While UNAMA was still working on the verification
of the reports, the children were allegedly used by Afghan National Police and Afghan Local Police as
bodyguards and drivers and were engaged in combat roles at checkpoints; cases of sexual exploitation,
includingbachabazi were also reported®

In 2019, documented cases of sexual violence were reported to affect 13 boys and five girls and were
attributed to the Taliban (14), Afghan National Police (3), and Afghan Local Police ayja/proment

militia (1). Two boys were reported to be used kmcha bazf!' AIHRC reported on sexual abuse

occurring in schools and other locations in Lagavince*!?

TheChR wA3IK{ia t NPGSOGA2Y [F¢6 61+ a&a SylFOGSR o6& t NBAAI
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as well as the practice dacha baziwhich is in line with th€018 revised Penal Cod&However, in

March 2020, the ANN researcher Rohullah Sorush noted that the ratification of the legislation to
protect the rights of children by the Wolesi Jirga (House of People) remained blocked due to a
RAAIFI ANBSYSYEFAFGENRRYPYRFaAaR OKAARRIzZLIA2 T at a3 Yzadfe
GAOUK | 2AKIRA 0FO13aINRPdzyRQ -}y @ WEl KIS QREFShHIKEHA I 2 YA 2

1.5 Geographical overview

1.5.1 Urbanrural divide

According tahe Afghanistan National Statistics and Information Authority (NSIA), aroufsiof the
population (23.4million) is estimated to live in rural areas and 2%48million) in urban areas in 2020
2021; 4.6% (1.5million) of the population is officiallystimated to pursue a nomadic way of Iffé.
According to NSIA, urban areas display a higher population growth because -ofrbaaimigration't

I O0O2NRAY3 (2 GKS NBA&ASFNOKSNI ! yi2yA2 DAdAaG2T1TAZ
urbanrural divide. While urban centres became hubs for administration, matkieen methods of
production, taxation, education, judiciary, and reforms, the rural population was left aside from these
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413UNAMA, Afghanistaq Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict 2019, February 2020.23

414 Sorush, R., Child Rights Protection Law in Afghanistan: Can the parliamentary chaos be resolved, AAN, 18 March 2020,
url

415 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan, 1 June 2024,ii

416 Afghanistan, NSlAfghanistan Statistical Yearbook 2018, July 201rl, p.2


https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_poc_midyear_report_2020_-_27_july.pdf
https://www.un.org/sg/sites/www.un.org.sg/files/atoms/files/15-June-2020_Secretary-General_Report_on_CAAC_Eng.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2020_210.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/rights-freedom/child-rights-protection-law-in-afghanistan-can-the-parliamentary-chaos-be-resolved/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Afghanistan-Statistical-Yearbook-2018-19_compressed.pdf

501 EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REFGRANISTANSECURITY SITUATION

developments, which caused a feeling of resentment in ruradhitants*'’ Several sources describe

0KS NHzNF £ LR2LJzZ FGA2Yy a4 WY2NBE O2yaSNBI GABGSQ | yR
F6az2f dzi S WROFNKIDA Y I NBI f A (A S &inzdhtragt witiurkain dwellers,LJ- NIi 2
6 K2 |2N8E5 Y YageSnhik dpgbrtunities to gain income and include a class of urban elites and
LISNE2ya Sy3dar3aSRPAY WTIYAfe LREAGAOAQOD

Asia Foundation 2019 Survey found that%%f urban respondents and ¥%8of rural interviewees
indicated insecurity/crimes a reason for pessimism about the direction in which the country is going.
Pessimism due to concerns with the economy was mentioned By 6Rurban respondents compared
with 38%o0f those living in rural areas. At the same time, rural respondents Etddof infrastructure
and/or services twice as often as urban interviewee%(8ompared to 46). Foreign intervention was
seen as a reason for pessimism B ®f rural and 36 of urban respondent&!?

In 2015, the Taliban set as an objectivét® I LJG dzNB | y R K2 f R i 2*3R6lbwitgy R LINE
attempts of capturing provincial centres like Kundtity, Lashkargah in Helmand, RuKhumri in

Baghlan, Fara@ity, Tarinkot in Uruzgan, and Maimana in Faryab in 2015, 2016 and?3@1August

2018 Taliban insurgents carried out a lasgale attack on Ghazdity.*>* As reported by the UN
SecretaryDSY SN} f Ay CSONHzZ NB HampZ WIiKS ¢+FfAoly &dz0
administrative centres throughout the year, the sedanighest level since the security transition to

the Afghan forces at the end of 208#° At the end of August and beginning of September 2019, the

Taliban conducted largscale offensives against provincial capitals of Kunduze Riliurmi, and

Farah??®

According to the 2019 Asia Foundation survey, feeling fear of the Taliban and ISIL was expressed by
93% and 9% of the respondent®’ Almost 69% of the respondents said that the Taliban posed a
threat in their local area; rural inhabitants (almost%psaw a threat in the Taliban twice often than
respondents living in urban areas (around%y*?8

1.5.2 Regional differences

According to the June 2020 report by the UN Secre@eyeral, the southern region saw the highest
number of incidents betweefebruary and May 2020; second highest figures were documented by
UNAMA in eastern and northern regions. Overall, the incidents taken place in these three regions
accounted for 5% of all incidenté?® In the course of offensives against provincial capitdlshe
provinces of Kunduz, RalKhurmi, and Farah, conducted by the Taliban in Au§aptember 2019,
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iKS FaaGrO1l 2y YdzyRdzZ WKFR GKS fFNBSad AYLI OG 2y
injured), 55 of which were attributed to the Taliband 44 to the Afghan national security fordés.

2 KAES GKS FTAIKGAY3I 61 a4 NBLR2NISR G2 RSONBIFasS |d i
seasonal trends during the wint¥t 2 v (i tkeipfdvinces of Kandahar, Helmand, Nangahar, and Balkh

were the most active conflict areas between November 2019 and February*2@0ring the period
0SG6SSy al NOK YR WdzyS HnanuHnX WGiKS KAIKS&G | Y2dzi
of Kandahar, Helmand, Wardak, and B&fh.

As reported by UNMA, ISKP maintained its presence in some areas in the eastern provinces of
Nangarhar and Kunar. Following the start of a military operation in Achin district, Nangarhar province,

in November 2019, ISKP fighters in the eastern region were reported tonslemeCivilian casualties

resulting from ISKP attacks were documented in Kabul, Ghazni, Herat, Laghman, and Khost
provinces®™®! { 5h{ NBLIRZNISR (GKIFdG L{Yt NB&adzYSR WiSNNPENAaI
in February 2020; moreover, in spring BaRe group conducted several largeale attacks in Kabt!

In communication with EASO in 2019, a military analyst spsiegain Afghanistamelated issues noted

that the Taliban and ISKP pursued different strategies. While the Taliban fighters foeisedtacks

Yatfte 3FrAyad aSOdz2NAGe FT2NOSa FyRk2N ! FIKlFy 3
RFYF3ISQ Y2y3a GKS OAGAf Al Y L2 Lddepéraiidg 2ivilians, laifnig G | NB
to reach high numbers of civilian casuallies s KA OK I f t 2SR F2NJ I K&IK ydzye
l'a FT2dzyR Ay | NBaSFNOK addzRe 2y L{YtQa WwWYlodAg O
(USIP) in June 2020, the two groups had also different recruitment systems. While the feadibéad

Wi e LA O f f &radrdggefucadtdd goain§ Rashtuns from rural communities, ISKP had cells in

urban centres and recruited men and women from middiass families, with many university

students of noAPashtun origin, predominantly from Kalfity and the surrounding urban centres of

Parwan, Kapisa, and Panjsher provintes. OO0O2 NRAy 3 (2 GKS NBaSIkNOKI WgAal
made up of original Kabulis and a number of Uzbeks from Jawzjan, Takhar, andoFaviyrades in the

FINI Y2NIK 2F GKS O2dzyiNEBX (GUKS YSYOSNEKxieh3oR T L{ Yt
mugawamat(ant-¢ I £ A 0 I Yy NBoshava éitheysbtfied i Kabul or visit it reguldf.

In 2019, the provinces oBadakhshan, Badghis, Farah, Faryab, Gh#&nmiduz, Laghman, and

A e LA~

1.5.3 Government versus Taliban control

As stated by the AAN dairector Kate Clark in May 2017, many assessments of territorial control in
Afghanistan were made in recent years. Besides the disagreement over figures, there were also
debates over the definition of the wordlontrolQmoreover, assertions were made about the migy

of Ybss of government contr@partly linked to deliberate withdrawals to areas deemed to be of more
strategical importancé®® As noted by ANN expert Thomas Ruttig, there are different counts of the
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number of districts, ranging from 379 to 4097 which has to be considered when analysing
assessments by different sources.

As reported by UN Secreta@eneral, on 3December2019, the Taliban allegedly captured Darzab

district in Jawzjan province after the withdrawal of the ANDSF. The Taliban also took the control over
Arghandab district, Zabul province, while the ANDSF recaptured Guzargahi Nur district in Baghlan
province which was held by the Taliban since Septen@t944! In June 2020, the UN Secretary
DSYSNIf NBLRNISR (KIFIG ySAGKSNItDCa y2NJ ! D9a Wk OK
and June 2020. In March 2020, the Taliban recaptured Yamgan district, Badakhshan province, while in

April the ANI3F overtook the districts of Khamyab and Qargin in Jowzjan province, held by the Taliban

for around two yeard?? In June 2020, USDOS reported that the Afghan government maintained its
O2yGNRE AYy WYl odzZ T LINRGAY OA | istricbdentddsfiahdimdst potidne 2 NJ LJ2
of major ground lines of communications (GLQ@@ghile the Taliban threatened district centres and
O2y(iSatSR WaSOSNIft OPRAOENRYVI 2F2 YOKE DFEKRAY | dzi
OF NNASR 2dzi nuu FGGlIO1a AY oH LINRBGAYOSAQ RdzNRY =
security personnel, making the week tiiadliesfin the course of the conflict

Ly FaasSaayeySyah 22MNIWeSIzZN/ € 6[2W0 YIFLILAY3A ¢FtAGlY
dzLJRF G SR YI LI | y®R2 d@NAS RA BFHSdeNIIBAdByicE of Afghanistan @3

to be under the control of GoA or have undetermined status, 189 district%o4 be contested, 75

districts (19%) to be held by the Taliban; one district was assessaH dzy” dr@aglé Taliban claim of

O 2 y iN&doding to the population figures, hiillion people were living in areas controlled by

GoA or having undeterminedatus, while 13nillion Afghans found themselves in contested areas

and 4.5millionin the Talibarcontrolled areas?®

1.6 Mobility

 O0O2NRAY3 (G2 !bla! NBLRNI F2N uamcds ! FIKEY LIS2 LK
roads andK A 3Kgl @ 4 Q> A-gfdahisezRabgudtiond, wiiich @reayed a climate of féar.

Highwayl, or Ring Road, which is the most important highway and coniéatsil, Mazae Sharif,

Herat, and Kandah&®fwas reported to be partly destroyed and contamindtegith IEDs by the Taliban

during the offensive on Ghazfity in August 2018%° The Taliban blocked the parts of the road

between Baghlan and Balkh during the attacks on Kunduz in 2015 and*26b8owingthe August

2019 offensives on DasbtArchi distict, Kunduz province, and PelKhurmi district, Baghlan province,

the Taliban was reported tohavingblocked roads to Highwayt in the direction to Kabul for more than

two weeks™! In July 2020, local media reported that several partshef BaghlarBalkh Highway;
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connecting Kabul with northern and nortbastern provinces, were blocked due to the Taliban
initiated clashed®?

In 2019 and the first part of 2020, the incidents affecting mobility comprised clashes between PGFs

and AGES? checkpointé®* abductiong®, and killings’>® IEDs planted on roads and highways were

reported to cause casualties among civilt&8hsmilitary*® and police?*® Travellers were reported to

FI OS “@déharge§ aldhg main roads, which became a source wémee for the Talibaf®!

I O0O2NRAY3I (2 !'{5h{Z RNAOSNAI AyOfdzRAYy3I (I EAZ (NI
by security forces and insurgent groups, W& 1 2 NI SR Y2y Sé | yR?HapdAla FTNRY
media specified that the cases of extortion atchekpy i a Saidl 6f AAKSR o6& Wel f Acd
A2 PSNYYSyid F2NDOSa e Kkabdéhaiabul, Raxidaljddesay and Rayelorkham

Highway4®, cases of extortion were reported also, for instance, on the highway connecting #dazar

Sharif, Balklprovince, and Dae Suf district, Samangan provifi¢eandthe BaghlanBalkhHighway#6°

According to the Asia Foundation 2019 survey, almo$%@F ! FIKI ya NBLIR2 NI SR wa
GKSY GNIY @SttAy3a FTNRBY 2y S Sdae bidlot ¢t fear whirStrav@lingzayas NB
particularly expressed by interviewees of Uruzgan¥@9Faryab (8%), Sae Pul, Khost, and Ghazni

(86% each), ad Kabul (886). Among women, 3%reported a lot of fear when travelling; this figure

was higher in Ghazni (686), Panjshir (5%), and Bamyan (48)*%® Referring to the 2018 WOA
Assessment, UNOCHA reported thateaf displaced households in Hilmand,udgan, Zabul. Khost,

FYyR tI10AF &aFrAR GKIG g2YSy FSt4 wiSaa al¥S ogKSy
adzo 2SO0Uk @dzf ySRI 0fS (2 @A2f SyoSQ

Afghanistan's major population centres can be reached either by land or B lirmore remote

aStas NRIFIR O2yRAGAZ2ya I NB 2 #ds&lue dolflddding VlaRdsliflds,S N2 | |
ay2¢ 2NJ I @t yOKS aAshofed By lURBCHA, fsutcH pliogirieés ad Baghlarg Kunar,

Logar Maidan Wardak, Nuristan, Panjshir, Samangan, andSat dzf WKI @S y2 Fdzy Ol A 2
FANI GNI FFAO A& NBIdz IREF & AYOISNNHzZIISR o6& LIR2N ¢St

According to the airport map produced by the Austrian Country of Origin Information unit in March
2019,scheduled passenger services to domestic and international destinations exist from Kabul, Herat,
Kandahar, and Mazar Sharif while domestiairports with scheduled passenger function in the
provinces of Farah, Helmand, Nimroz, and UruZdgan
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Hamid Karzdinternational Airport (KBL), knowas Khwaja Rawash Airpti is located at a distance

of 16kilometres from Kabul city centr®? In November 2019, a suicide car blast near the airport

caused civilian casualtié€Y I y R KI NJ ! A NLJ2 NI = yU yYISRNI | KiYAF2R/ | {f K I KA N
ASNIAY3 a (GKS O2dzyiNERQa laAseyPRMBBEA 2 a4 RHIZ R X I N3
Herat International Airport (HEA) is situated KiBmetres south of HeraCity.*”® Mazare-Sharif

International Airport (MZR), dflawlana Jalaluddin Muhammad Balkhi International Airpsrpcated

8 kilometresfrom Mazare-Sharif®*L 'y WI Yy dzt NB HamdI Yy H& NJ KO2NINR RI2 NI
9dzNB LIS @Al ¢dzN) Set wHRiI20ISYSR T2N O NH2 7T
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2. Regional description of the security
situation in Afghanistan

2.1 KabulQty

2.1.1 General description of the city

Kabul City is the capital of Afghanistan and of Kabul province, of which it is a separate district alongside

14 others#® Surrounded by mountains, the city is located 80D metresabove sea level® Kabul

City expanded from 12 districts or city wards to 22 urban distffts 6 KA OK O2AY OA RS 4A(
Police Districts (PD&} According to estimates for 2020m o6& ! FIAKFyAaldl yQa b{L!
population of 4434550282 However, exact population figures are disputed and estimates range from
3.5millionup to a possible 6./illioninhabitants in 202323

Yl 6dzAE A& o0& FI N ! F3KI fientalicityychadactesl dyian udprédddertedzd | Y R
demographic and urban growtfi* Massive returnee populations, IDPs and economic migrants have

spurred this rapid growt¥s o6 dzi G KS OAdGeQa Ay TFNI &l NHzO#*82NB KI &
Il O0O2NRAY3 G2 !'!b lylFtéad CIFOoONRITAZ2 cza a OKAighA £ (G KS
KFa ONBIFIGSR ySg SO2y2YAO yR aSOdaNAiGe OKIffSyasSa
that helped to preserve a certain social order, guaranteeing some degrees of security, now

RA &l LILIS I *NAs/dBscribdd Dyl @weral sourcéise main problems currently afflicting the

Afghan capital are inadequate housing and sanitation, overstretched basic services and resources,
unemployment, land grabbing, poverty, traffic and limited accessibility, severe air pollution and
criminality 8

lodzZ /AdG& A& fFAR 2dzi a I OANDES O2yBA¥@KyBzI2F
iKS 2t R ®AbRET { KK KN yé OxGez +ra ¢Sttt Fa {KIFakK 5
T2NBAIYy SYolaarsSazs AWRSAFFARSY I ENBNARORABRD2YKS
YSAIKO2dz2NK22Ra RSWOY REISR2AK2aKS I KPpp ANR GAY I dzND |
vl CkidgZf I {KEB YY IKEIKIENID | ¥ NBARONRRIF RBE B G S NBAARSY

478 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Kabul Provinbestrict Atlas, April 2014rl

479REACH, Area Based Community Profile: Kabul, Afghanistan, DecemberR@13,

480 Foschini, F., Kabul and the Challenge of Dwindling Foreign Aid, USIP, 10 Apuitl 20170

48LUNOCHA, Afghanistan: Kabul Informal Settlements, 4 January@Q¥F&schini, F., Kabul Unpackedl Geographical

Guide to a Metropolis in the Making, AAN, 19 March 2QiB p. 4

482 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan-2020une 202Qrl, p. 8

483 Foschini, F., Kabul Unpackefl Geographical Guide to a Metropolis iretiaking, AAN, 19 March 201#], p. 1; IGC,

Urbanisation in Fragile Societies: Thinking about Kabul, 4 Decemben2019A i@ al @2 NRAR {GFdAaGA0aT ¢ KS
Cities and Urban Areas in 2020l

484 Foschini, F., Kabul UnpackeA Geographical Guide to a Metropolis in the Making, AAN, 19 March @f1p, 1; IGC,

Urbanisation in Fragile Societies: Thinking about KdbDecember 201UrT C2 A OKAYA S C®Z Y| 6dzZ Q& 9 ELJ
Ot NI mMOY ¢KS w22da 2F ¢2Rl&la | YRSNBI2NIRE ! ! bX mMm CSo NHzk NI
485 Metcalfe, V. et al., Sanctuary in the City? Urban Displacement and Vulnerability in Kabul, Junel 2012, APPRO,

Migration and Urban Development in Kabul: Classification or Accommodation?, Octobeuppg, 68; Foschini, F.,

Yl odzZ Qa8 9ELI yRAYI / NAYS {OSyS o6t NI mOoY @wkS w22(a 2F ¢2RE &
486 Ruttig, T., Alltag in Kabul. Referat von Thomas Ruttig (AAN) aaprd22017, 20 June 201dtl; NRC and ACAPS,

Displacement and Access in Afghanistan: Scenarios, Junel2D19,11

®C230KAYAS COX Yl odzZ Q&4 9ELI YRAY3I / NAYS {OSyS otull NI moOY ¢KS
488 Foschini, F., Kabul Unpackefl Geographical Guide to a Metropolis in the Making, AAN, 19 March @a1p, 1;Al

Jazeera, Life in the City: Tackling Kabul's Urban Challenges, 11 Julyr20li§rationsverket Finnish Immigratin Service,

Afghanistan: Fadtinding Mission to Kabul in April 2048ituation of Returnees in Kabul, 15 October 2QiD,pp. 1, 3,7

8; DW, Kabult Where Breathing Can Kill You, 6 December 2009NYT, They Fight Suicide Bombers. But GgimaA Police

Fight Crime?, 8 February 2020l


https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Kabul.pdf
http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/system/files/resource-documents/afg_report_agora_kabul_city_profile_december_2017.pdf
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/2017-04/pw126_kabul-and-the-challenge-of-dwindling-foreign-aid.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/kabul_city_kis_3w_2016jan04_v2_a3.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kabul-Police-Districts.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kabul-Police-Districts.pdf
https://www.theigc.org/blog/urbanisation-in-fragile-societies-thinking-about-kabul/
http://www.citymayors.com/statistics/urban_2020_1.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kabul-Police-Districts.pdf
https://www.theigc.org/blog/urbanisation-in-fragile-societies-thinking-about-kabul/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/kabuls-expanding-crime-scene-part-1-the-roots-of-todays-underworld/
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7722.pdf
file:///C:/Users/spiessens/Downloads/km_sanco_final_report_0_0%20(3).pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/kabuls-expanding-crime-scene-part-1-the-roots-of-todays-underworld/
https://www.sem.admin.ch/dam/data/sem/internationales/herkunftslaender/asien-nahost/afg/AFG-alltag-kabul-d.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/190705_acaps_nrc_scenarios_displacement_and_access_in_afghanistan.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/kabuls-expanding-crime-scene-part-1-the-roots-of-todays-underworld/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kabul-Police-Districts.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/life-city-tackling-kabul-urban-challenges-190711065801100.html
https://migri.fi/documents/5202425/5914056/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf/ebbe969e-aea8-768d-c10b-37fad4b2bbd2/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf
https://www.dw.com/en/kabul-where-breathing-can-kill-you/av-51551566
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/08/world/asia/kabul-crime-police.html

561 EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REFGRANISTANSECURITY SITUATION

R A 4 & (Née Quier, growing ring of the city expanded rapidly after 2001, mainly housing Afghans who
have migrated to the capital since then add?2 YS nBNRRTFKA £ S NB a A REBYIId dzff  /OR (Yad J;
K2ata Iy FANLEZ2NI ASNISR 0 @8R AL GASANSAVHHSING yR-ffA I KR dR 2 Y
Kabul is an ethnically diverse city, with communities from almost all Afghan ethnicities. Pashtuns,
Tajiks, Hazaras, Uzbeks, Turkmen, Baluch, Sikhs and Hindus all reside there, with no group clearly
dominating**According to Foschinz OSYy (i N} f Yl odzZ A& wO2aY2LRfAGl Yy
with the constant movement of residents having a disruptive effect on social net/8Rsstricts in

YI o0dzf Q& 2dzia]l ANI& | NB*Adipkopld @rid ftof nibve Yoaneds wiiege Yhayd Sy 2 dz
already have family or into particular districts as part of a larger group with the same ethnicity,
different city neighbourhoods have become associated with different ethnic grfigsy’ G KS & S
RSyaSte HIRBIAX (ISRAa2NI 2F WGAtt+F3AS az20ASieQ KI a é

KIS Y2NB RANBOG O2yySOitAzyada s6AGK “9KSANI LJNE@AYO

. S0ldzaS 2F Ada KAIK O2yOSyiaN}IdAzy 2FRERWESNYVVS DI
O2YLR2dzyRa FYR ylFGA2Yyl f |yfe AYGSNY L GA zylf 495$OdZNJ\l]
Ly GKS gF1S 2F aSOSNIf -l'j C)lé AY W ydz HAMY I |
g a yy2RdffFOSIRKSKIYY O8R PFO Ge %248S69 {yze‘z BEYAINB @
aSOdzNRGe YSIadiNBa KI @S ﬁoyé(SdezFI\AYyLEE YS YISR/RISRA 2yAlytO Si Siv
I 00Saa adNBSAttlyOST RRAGAZ2YIf N.Ellfe of @ORYRSaE |
AyGSttAISYVEoU00a SN 8aSaSOOdNRGE YSHAadNBa 6SNBE NBL
0 NJ FFA GOLLYNR 64 ISdyzasS R LJNEu@l@uﬁyl wazy § mﬁah“éyﬁé AYLX
aSOdzNRGe LIX Fy F2NJ Yl 6 dzZNE GRS yirilk 4D KNBYLA2INII SRf & 2 NRS

2.1.2 Conflict background and actors in Kalditly

Although the Afghan capital is under government cortfplKabul remains garget for AGEs who
continue to carry out attacks in the city® According to AAN analyst Thomas Ruttig, suicide and
O2YLX SE FGidFrO01a Ay daNbly OSyiNBa tA1S YIFodZ WR?2
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battlefield, but do have propaganda impa@¥USDOD describes the objectives of militant groups
conducting suicide attacks in Kabul as attracting international media attention, creating the perception

2F GARSALINBIR AyaSOdaNAGE FyR dzyRSN¥YAYyAy3 GKS !
popul GA2yQa O2yFARSYOS MY GKS ! FIKIY &aSOdzNRGE& F2NJ
Several sources have reported on an infiltration of the Taliban in Kabul City, with
information/intelligence networks supporting the movemetit. According to USDOD, the Taliban

have continued to prioride attacks in Kabul in 2019, although their ground movements in the capital

have been reduceeP® The Taliban strategy in the third quarter of 2019 was described as a mixture of
WFAIKG | yR Gt 1 Q@ofil®atdcksinyKabyl Bity &ith Giflidlis peack regoKations

for a US troop withdrawaf® According to analysts interviewed by Landinfo in October 2019, the
¢cHtAOlFyQa OF LI OAGEe KIFa y2i RA Ykigating tkebtRe insufgencel K S A NJ
group could turn back to lge suicide attacks in Kabul to show its strermjth.

According to 2019 United Nations Department for Safety and Security (UNDSS) figures cited by
UNAMA, ISKP securitglated incidents have decreased in KaBtiiContinued ANDSF pressure and

several raidsy L{ Yt KARS2dzia Ay GKS OFLAGEFEE NBIAZ2Y KI ¢
activities and ability to conduct higbrofile attacks in Kabit? However, at the same time, ISKP is

reported to remain active and threatening, maintaining an operatiaradacity in the capit&f? In

June 2020, USDOD suggested the militants might be moving to smaller groups in urban areas, which

are harder to locate and identifit* After a sixmonth period of no ISkBlaimed assaults in Kabul at

the end of 2019 and in thérst months of 2020, several attacks have been attributed to the group

again since March 2020 (see beloW). OO2 NRAYy 3 (2 NBaSI NOKSNJ ! YANI WI
can be related to various factors: the capital being the most densely populatgahréen the country,

LINE GARAY I 2LILIRNIdzyAGASE G2 aGNR]1S 020K adrdsS FyR
in the east!®

ISKP is reported to have maintained an active cell in Rabiitcording to analyst Borhan Osman,
L{Yt QBSVYEOHAEH |y WIFHfY2ad SyGANBfte ! FIKIY LKSy2YSy
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economic backgrounds (often from middle cléamilies) in the capital and in the surrounding

provinces of Parwan, Panjsher and Kapisa. In contrast to the usuatiteeppattern of Pashtun

NEONHA GYSyYy(d Ayid2 ! FAKFIYyAAGlIyQa YAtAGEHYd SEGNBYAA
supporters reportedly come from predominantly Tajik aré&©sman points at the scarcity of reliable
AYF2NXYIGA2Y Fo2dzi GKS YI odz  OB6rfahs@and carhdSNattdcks2 v I £ Y
in the capital have reportedly often been relayed directly to small ISKP leadership circles in Nangarhar
provine. According to senior Afghan security officials, all the 4$&ifed attacks in the capital
depended on the same supply and logistics chain from a single network, also used for attacks by the
Taliban (including the Haggani Network), likely having thepetipof corrupt government security
FAIAdINBED | OO2NRAYy3I (2 havYlyI GKS ¢lFfAdlyQa fAYA
the Doha Agreement with the US onB8bruarys nvn aSSYa G2 KIF @S Sy O02dzNl 3
seize the opportunityo gain greater visibility and to cast itself as an alternative force to the Taltban.

Ny —.

ISKP reportedly applies an effective recruitment strategy (often online, through social PHdit)e

capital, conducting outreach activities in religious and aaaideinstitutions including Kabul

University®?* University professors recruiting for ISKP and firstde students joining their ranks
NBLR2NISRfe 3IAGS (GKS YAfAGEYyGQa 3 MNEanjiessiondls,{ Ay
business ownersand welleducated urbanites are mostly recruited for logistical, financial or
communication roles, often leading a double fiféAccording to analyst Osman, the growing appeal

2T L { Ydisadistiflebldégy ambng urban Afghan youth may explaitvthef A G I y i I NP dzLJQa |
¢KS aSkNDODK F2NJ ARS2ft23A0Ff WLIHZNARG&Q> O2YY-AlUYSyi
Shia sectarian agenda, stronggroup solidarity and egalitarian behaviour, enthusiasm for a global
SAKIR YR2FKS AWGRIYAGMd&YRSNI G§KS OFf DGENBESOQ(GEHE NS Oa Mzf
youth to ISKP. A growing dissatisfaction with the current elite and the status quo of the Afghan political
system is indicated as a push factor driving urban youth to searchrfadical alternativé?®

Ly al NOK HamdpE GKS 1TLFIliFyA bSGg2N] o6+a RSAZONAGS
Y | 0 %%in @edent years, the network is believed to be responsible for several complex attacks on
government and international tgets in heavily populated areas of the dityIn June 2020, the UN

{ SOdzNAR (& [/ 2dzy OAf NBLRNISR 2y | Wil OGAOLE | O02YY:
YIodzE X NBEFSNNAYy3I G2 | OSNIFAY RS3INSDSftheg Haqdidisy @2 f @S
in ISKRelaimed attacks in the capitad®

Attacks in Kabul City often remain unclaimed or are conducted by unidentified armed §fbups.

Analysts highlight the challenge in assessing the credibility of claims or denials of involvement in
certain attacks-referring to indications that diverse pi&@KP groups claim attacks that have not been
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carried out by them and the Taliban often denying their involvement in attacks causing high numbers
of civilian casualtie¥®

In terms of the presence A2 SNY YSy (i aSOdzNAGe F2NOSaz GKS NEB:
security zone has been transferred to the Kabul Security Force (KSF). ANP forces maintain responsibility

for security within the city, with the special Crisis Response Unit (CRt3°22R¥essing (higprofile)

attacks. The independent ANA division for the capital (f4&gcures the perimeter of the city. The

capital NDS corps ensures that intelligence sharing remains focused on the preventionmfofiigh

attacks®3!

According to AANralyst Foschini, security concerns in Kabul are not limited to AGE attacks alone, but
AyOft dzZRS + AAIYATFTAOFIYd NARAS Ay ONRYAYylIfAGED® C24a
unemployment, combined with the increasing influence of heavily armml @oliticallyconnected

criminal network®%> & ¢Stf Ia (GKS AYLIOG 2F OKIFy3IAy3I LI
youth. Foschini differentiates between targeted killings disguised as crimimaliyated attacks and

common criminality in the gj#3% home raids and personaltyriven murderg* in central city areas

that used to be considered relatively s#fe organised petty theft on public transport, armed
robberie$®® and violent cafjackings, an increase in nartrafficking and drugelated crmes$® in

several city areas and kidnappiftfsand extortiort®® by organised criminal gang¥.According to

UNHCR, kidnapping is a major concern for many Kabul cifiZzé¢raeigners and wealthy Afghans are

indicated as the main targef${ SOSNI f &2 dzNDOS&a NBLERNI 2y Fy AYySTT
rapidly expanding crime scefi®! OO02 NRAY 3 (2 OdduivdngbatieenipliCeNdil A &4 Wl
ONXR YA y I f &@tfneighifourNobdsg,awith powerful and deepiyoted (political) interests often

resulting in impunit*Mid-Wdzf @ HnH X { K-$Mobifing helPedplé i@ the Fight AgaissNJ

/I NAYSQ LINPINIY gta €I dzyOKSR 0 @pelatirs adaiisBdtiminal 32 @3S N
gangs and armed robbers in the capital regfitm.
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2.1.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

2.1.3.1 General

According to UNAMA, over half of all civilian casualties from suicide attacks in 2018ometed in

15 such incidents in Kabul Ctf§Afghan government departments and officials, the Afghan security
forces and higtprofile international institutions, both military and civil, were reported as the main
targets for AGEs in Kabul CityUNAMA ado expressed its concern on the targeting of judges and
prosecutors, health care workers, aid workers and human rights defeftfekdlditionally, a pattern

of intimidation and violence faced by media workers and telecommunication companies was
reported >4

ACLED collected data on 142 violent events in KabG®@iom 1 March2019 to 3QJune from reports
Ay 2Ly &a2dNOSasx 2F ¢6KAOK ndp 6SNBE O2RSR |a Wwol
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Figure3. KabulCity - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians
from 1 March2019 to 30June2020, based on ACLED data

After an increase in the first half of 288 the number of higkprofile suicide andomplex attacks in
Kabul started to decrease from the second half of 2018 and further into 2022cording to the UN
SecretaryGeneral, this can be attributed to successful interdiction efforts and enhanced security
measures by ANDSF forces in the capita\s in the whole of Afghanistan, violence in Kabul intensified
during the third quarter of 201%8¢, with several suicide and complex attacks in the city in the months
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of July, August and Septemi&fin the last quarter of 208, as well as in the fitsnonths of 2026%°

fewer attacks were carried out in the capital. Since the second quarter of 2020, violence has reportedly
increased agaiff In June 2020, Tolonews reported on 30 magnetic IED and roadside bomb blasts in
the Kabul City area betweet® March and31 May 20205¢*

Examples of suicide and complex attacks carried out in Kabul City during the reporting period included:
an ISKRlaimed suicide attack and subsequent siege targeting the Ministry of Communication in April
2019, causing more than seveasualtie®? a Talibarclaimed suicide attack against NGO Counterpart
International in May2019, killing 8 civilians and injuring 2% a Talibarclaimed complex attack on the
logistics and engineering department of the Ministry of Defence in July 2@i8jng a large impact

on surrounding houses, businesses and schools, resulting in 151 civilian cadtadtiesinclaimed
attack near the gates of Kabul University, in July 2019, resulting in more than 40 ca¥gadinekSKP
claimed suicidéoombing of a bus with employees from the Ministry of Petroleum and Mines, also in
July 2019, killing at least 11 and wounding do2¥na Talibarclaimed suicide bombing targeting the
Green Village compound in the east of the city in September 2019, ireguitat least 16 people killed

and injuring more than 16¢; an unclaimed attack targeting the maternity ward of an MSF hospital in
the Hazara populated Daskt Barchineighbourhood, in May 2020, killing 24 people and wounding
another 23,

I O0O2NRAY3A (2 | yI t drafife attackdFae Yecdma Neds feFjuent s Ahd iKsurgents
KIS aKAFTUSR (26 NR®ANInNGSR inSaryetéd Xifingsisdey leporked iyf 4 Q @
Kabul Cit§/°, with government officials referring to the rising fear of Kabul becoming like other Afghan
cities, such as Kandahar in the south, where a decrease indagje attacks has been replaced by a
sustained rise in targetedilkings>’* Shootings by assassins riding on motorcycles, magnetic VBIEDs
and remote IEDs are described as the tactics most often used for targeted Kiffihgdviay 2019,
political advisor and former TV journalist Mina Mangal was assassinated by unkissaitaats in
PD8.57% In separate attacks in July and November 2019, four prosecutors and one judge were killed
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and injured in different city district¥* In August 2019°and in May 20285 an ISK#laimed roadside
IED blast targeted two minibuses fromyaie TV station Khurshid, resulting in 4 deaths and 10 people
injured. In OctobeiNovember 2019, the district chief of Jaghatu district (Wardak provifice) high
school principa&f® an employee of the Ministry of Finarté& the Badghis provincial polickief®°and

an intelligence ageft' were gunned down in different areas Kabulcity. Also in November 2019, a
grenade attack targeted a UN vehicle in ®Lkilling a foreign UN worker and wounding several
civilians®®? In March 2020, a Logar provincialuowil member was killed by unknown gunmen in
PD8%°% the female mayor of Wardak province was attacked by unknown gunmen %fdnd the
female head of the NDS Gender Department died in a magnetic IED blast attached to het®dhicle
June 2020, the g@rnor for Nuristan province survived an attack by unknown gunmen on his c§fivoy
and an AIHRC employee and her driver were killed in an IED explosion targeting theif¥ehicle

Several attacks in Kabul City in 2019 and 2020 were directed against the Afghan security forces. For
example: a Talibanlaimed attack on a police checkpointPD7 in May 2019, causing several ANP
casualtie®® two attacks targeting the Marshal Fahim Military University irbRBMay 201%° and

in February 202%° causing more than a dozen casualties each; a Tatilamed car bombing
targeting the police sttion of PD6 in August 2019, killing at least 14 people and injuring 100 or
more®®%;, a Talibarclaimed VBIED attack in September 2019 targeting an ANDSF checkpoint in a
fortified area near the Green Zone, killing at least 10 civilians, 2 foreign tn@wpbers and injuring

more than 40 peopl¥? a Talibarclaimed suicide car bomb targeting the Chaharasyab Afghan Speciall
Forces base on the outskirts of the capital, also in September 2019, causing several ANA é&sualties
the shooting of several policemdsy unidentified gunmen near Dehmazang Square in June®%020

and a roadside bomb targeting a police vehicle in PD 11 in July"20%ghan officials, cited by NYT,
pointed out that attacks on military targets in the city often result in a significantbamof civilian
casualties?®

In contrast to previous years, UNAMA documented &@8ecrease in civilian casualties from
sectarianmotivated attacks (mainly attributed to ISKP) in 26¥9The single most deadly incident
documented by UNAMA in 2019 waslI&KRclaimed suicide attack on the Dubai City Wedding Hall in
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casualtie®® In March 2020, ISKP claimed another sectanentivated attack in the capital: two

gunmen opened fire on a ceremony commemorating the murder of ethnic Hazara leader Abdul Ali
Mazari, causing more than a hundred civilian casuattfeSince the second half of 2018, Hazara

residents in western Kabul have reportedly been seeking to arm theassabking over responsibility

for security in their area%®

In 2019, UNAMA documented a 28 decrease in civilian casualties from attacks targeting places of
worship and religious leadefSt Several such attacks were reported in Kabul City. In May 2019,
Talibanattributed IED explosion inside the-Bhagwa mosque killed 3 civilians, including vkelbwn

religious leader Mauwlawi Rayhan, and wounded 34 pe&Blalso in May 2019, unknown gunmen

shot and killed Mauwlawi Kamawal, a prominent religious acadamic scholar who had called on
anti-government forces to stop waging W&¢.According to NYT reporters, these kinds of attacks on
religious leaders reflect an enduring Taliban strategy, targeting people with religious influence in order

2 WSESRABSKNIKBANI FNBY GKS ol dift STASER YR dziS (K
At the end of March 2020, ISKP gunmen stormed a Sikh temple and housing complex in the Shorbazar
area, taking 80 people hostal§® killing 26 and injuring 11 more in &opurlong siege. Referring to

this incident, UNAMA reported on an increaseivilian deaths from intentional targeting of civilians

during the first quarter of 2020, as compared to 2699In May 2020, a prayer leader was shot by
unidentified gunmen irhis mosque in PB.5" In June 2020, two explosions inside the Wazir Akbar
YKIFIY Y2aldsS Ay GKS OAlGeQad DNBSYy w2-¢CharlreguRediny 8 A RS
the death of two prayer leaders and several civili&fis.

A general low interestin voting was reported in Kabul for the presidential elections on

28 September2019%, just over a fifth of registered voters actually voted in the capitalhe
deadliest electiorrelated incident recorded in Kabul was an unclaimed complex attack taggete
LINSAARSYGALFET OFYRARIGS ! YNHA f I K {IfSKQa 2FFAOS
71 civilian casualti€s! The UN Secretar§eneral reporteda high tempo of smakcale attacks to

prevent or disrupt the 2019 electoral procesgth the highest number of security incidents on election

day in Kunduz and Kabul City According to UNAMA, however, no masssualty incidents were
recorded on 2&eptembel® The Taliban reportedly warned students and teachers not to work as
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ISKRclaimed rockets hit the sites where bdfhesident Ashraf Ghani and his rival&bdullah Abdullah
took the oath of office as presideft®

Since autumn 2018, ANDSF forces have begun a concerted effort to dismantle AGE groups active in
and around the Kabul metropolitan aréawith a new Command of the Joint Forces established in
June 2020*" Examples of such military operations included: the arrest of six ISKP media activists in
April 20198 the arrest of six ISKP members, allegedly involved in kidnappings, transferringpmunit

and relocating of militants to Nangarhar, in June Z813he detainment of four ISKP operatives,
including a lecturer and graduates from Kabul university, in July*Z0#9raid on three ISKP cells in
PDs8, 11 andl5 in August 2019, resulting in tlerest and killing of several ISKP memPBérshe

arrest of nine ISKP sympathisers, providing financial support to the insurgence group, in February
2020°%% several raids on ISKP and Haggani hideouts in PDs 8 and 11 in May 2020, resulting in the arrest
of three prominent ISKP figures, including a region leader, and the killing of several other ritfitants

and the arrest of two ISK#ffiliates, allegedly planning attacks on a hospital and media outlet in the
city, in July 2026

2.1.3.2 Displacement

Accoding to UNOCHA assessments, no conflidticed displacement was reported from Kabul
district®®® between 1March2019 and 3@une2020, while during that same period Kabul district
received 4062 conflictinduced IDPs. The IDPs arriving in Kabul distmoedaom a range of different
provinces, such as Badakhshan, Baghlan, Bamyan, Balkh, Daykundi, Faryab, Ghazni, Jawzjan, Kapisa,
Kunar, Kunduz, Laghman, Logar, Nangarhar, Samanga@,Pe&r Takhar and Wardak. The largest
group came from Kunar province (§7@nostly from Chapadara district) in the first half of 2019 and
from Baghlan province (651) (mostly from DateGhori district) throughout the whole reporting
period 526 Mid-March 2019, UNOCHA recorded a peak of 140 IDPs coming from Mardyan district in
Jawvzjan province. In the beginning of June 2019, UNOCHA registered a peak of 133 IDPs coming from
Khwaja Umari district in Ghazni province, after the district was recaptured from.AGEIDPs who

have so far arrived in Kabul district in 2020 are fromghavinces of Nangarhar, Kunduz, Logar and
Baghlan, as well as a peak of 336 individuals from the region of the central highlands (provinces
Bamyan and Daykundi) in January and FebrRagp®®
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on data from the first half of 2019, IOM ranked Kabul district at the sixth place of the top 25 districts
hosting most returnees and IDPSThe total number of IDPs in Kabul is not known, as movement to
and within the city is fluid and many return regularly to their area of origin during more peaceful
periods®! In February 2019, news agency Reuters reported that an estimate@d®@isplaced

LIS2 L) S KIF @S 22 Ay SRThare avediiffe@ent caigbiied of IDPS Inthé aityt (@) those
fleeing armed conflict and insecurity, (2) returnees who could not return to their area of origin and live

in secondary displacement, (3) those displaced from rural areas because of natural disasters, localized
conflicts or a shortage of work, essential services and food, and (4) migratory groups/nomads such as
Kuchis and Jogis residing in the city because conflict disrupted their migration patterns and livelihood
or because of increasing impoverishmétit.

IDPs in Kald often settle in areas at the outskirts of the city, such as Bagrami and PDs 8, 12, 13, 16 and
2153 often mingling with other vulnerable groups such as the urban poor, returnees and economic
migrants. The lack of adequate land and affordable housirigerurban area forces most new and
protracted IDPs in Kabul to reside in tents, mud brick and tarpaulin shelters in one of the more than
pp AYF2NXIE YR AffS3It asSataitSyYSyida | NRdzyR GKS
{ SG Gt SYBiKisaryirg {n 8ize from dozens to hundreds of dwellings and including some of
the poorest and most vulnerable households in the &ityin August 2019, news agency Al Jazeera
NBLZ2NISR 2y 3INRBgAY I TNHzAGNI (A 2 stenrang BomNBeadifR Sy G &
deteriorating situatiorf*® The IDPs arriving and residing in Kabul reportedly add pressure on the
community, basic services and social infrastructure, strongly affecting the absorption capacity of the
city®! F I K| y A Aal hay leeén fabihglalsévere water shortage for some years now, seriously
affecting already vulnerable groups like displaced peéfildccording to UNOCHA, this could be a
potential source of future community tensiéé®

With limited job opportunities, few or no social protection nets, poor shelter/housing conditions,
impeded access to education and healthcare and the continuous fear of eviction, displaced families in
the KlSsites face precarious living conditions and increased proteciits in their daily life. They are
often forced into secondary displacement and negative coping strategies like child labour, drug
use/addiction, early marriage and reducing quantity and quality of f§&th May 2019, inhabitants

629C2 A 0KAYAS COS Yl odzZ Q&8 9ELI YRAYI / NAYS {OSyS Stull NI mMoY ¢KS
630|OM, Baseline Mobility Assessment: Summary Results Round 8-Warel2019, 30 September 2018\, pp. 2, 6

631 Metcalfe, V. et al., Sanctuary in the City? Urban Displacement and Vulnerability in Kabul, Junel 2012;, Foschini, F.,

Kabul Unpaked- A Geographical Guide to a Metropolis in the Making, AAN, 19 March 2039, LJ® oT C2a OKAYA X C¢
Expanding Crime Scene (Part1): TRe2Ri & 2F ¢ 2RI 28Q& ! YRSNPBINI RZ ! ! bX mm CSoNUHzZ N
62wSdzii SNES [AFS Ay Yl odzZ Q& {|jdzl GG Saek, A9 Fedrdary 20008 Kt AAKG& / KFf €S
633 Metcalfe, V. et al., Sanctuary in the City? Urban Displacement and Vhilitgrim Kabul, June 2012tl, p. 7

634 Protection Cluster Afghanistan, Central Region Update, May 2017, 17 Junei204.71; EU Humanitarian Aid and Civil

t N2EGSOGAZ2Y 9 9waX L5tQa bSSRA ! 43a&Em3rSyid Ay YIodd tNROAYyOS:
635 Metcalfe, V. et al., Sanctuary in the City? Urban Displacement and Vulnerability in Kabul, Junel 2002%8; Bjelica,

Woz | FIAKI| yidgReéfugee Whyvh@ Saihagy Still Landless?, AAN, 29 Marclhu20RC et al., Escaping War:

Where to Next? A Research Study on thallehges of IDP Protection in Afghanistan, January 201,8p. 25, 53;
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in the Mud: Urban Displacement and Tenure Security inKa®b@ Ly F2 N¥ I £ l,$Bit SYSydiasx uwnmap:
661 £ WET SSNI = Wt 22Nt S2LX SQ&8 9ARQY,12 Augustedi@rdzAt L5t a 2 St 02YS
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Resilience and GBxistence Through Greater Responsibility Sharing-2018, October 2018yrl, pp. 5,21-22; UNOCHA,
Humanitarian Needs Overview Afghanistan 2019, November 200.8. 15;IDMC, A Different Kind of Pressure. The
Cumulative Hécts of Displacement and Return in Afghanistan, January 2020, 5

638Kazemi, S. R., Blue Gold: The Quest farskhold Water in Kabul City, AAN, 30 August 20d8New Humanitarian
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639 UNOCHA, HumanitaridNeeds Overview Afghanistan 2020, 17 December 201 9. 43
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https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/kabuls-expanding-crime-scene-part-1-the-roots-of-todays-underworld/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM-Afghanistan-Baseline-Mobility-Assessment-Summary-Results-June-2019-English.pdf
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7722.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kabul-Police-Districts.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/kabuls-expanding-crime-scene-part-1-the-roots-of-todays-underworld/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-aid/life-in-kabuls-squatter-camps-highlights-challenge-for-any-afghan-peace-idUSKCN1Q40XB
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7722.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20170621_cr_may_factsheet.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/kbl-69_assessement_report_kabul_final.pdf
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7722.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/afghanistans-returning-refugees-why-are-so-many-still-landless/
https://www.nrc.no/globalassets/pdf/reports/escaping-war---where-to-next/nrc_idp_escaping-war_where-to-next.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/mar/15/kabul-afghanistan-refugees-return-pakistan-internally-displaced-people
https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2019/downloads/background_papers/HirschHolland_FinalPaper.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/08/poor-peoples-eid-kabul-idps-welcomed-muslim-festival-190812185753373.html
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2018-2019%20Solutions%20Strategy%20for%20Afghan%20Refugees%20-%20October%202018.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_2019_humanitarian_needs_overview.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/202001-afghanistan-cross-border-report.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/blue-gold-the-quest-for-household-water-in-kabul-city/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/feature/2019/02/19/afghanistan-capital-residents-scramble-clean-water-climate-change
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/war-drought-diplomatic-rifts-deepen-afghanistans-water-crisis-190504203303668.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_humanitarian_needs_overview_2020.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-aid/life-in-kabuls-squatter-camps-highlights-challenge-for-any-afghan-peace-idUSKCN1Q40XB
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/2019-IDMC-GRID.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2019/downloads/background_papers/HirschHolland_FinalPaper.pdf
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FTNRB Y aS @S Ndfofmalzditlenvehts rdpbredion signs of change, with their living areas slowly
becoming more developed arargansed. The Afghan Land Authority Arazi, in cooperation with UN
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being formalised*?

Apart from internal displacement due to conflict, Kabul City sees large flows of Afghan refugees
returning from neighbouring countries (Pakistan and Iran) or from Turkey (after deportation from

Y
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end up in the capital because of relatively higher security than in their regions of origin and because
of expectations of more job opportunities, bett support services and prospects of social
acceptanceé® Few tensions are reported, but an increased pressure on local resources, jobs, services,
and facilities that feeds fear among both returnees and host communities is outlined by several
sources>*® Most returnees in Kabul City depend on relatives for accommodation and otHendn
support®’ The importance of social networks is reported as vital for returnees. When originally not
from Kabul and without a safety net or extended family in the capittiirnees face difficulties
supporting themselves, finding jobs or renting accommodation. Hazara returnees coming to Kabul can
generally count on better support, through a range of sophisticated social networks within their well
organised and cohesive commity.5*® Several sources report on the risk of recruitment of IDPs or
inhabitants of informal settlements in Kabul by ABEand the possible radicalisation of returnees

and people deported from Eurogfe’

the City: Tackling Kabul's Urban Challenges, 11 July @®1Rinland, FI®/igrationsverket Afghanistan: Faefinding

Mission to Kabul in April 20ESBituation of Returnees in Kabul, 15 October 2QtD,p. 8

641 According to an expert of Afghanistan, interviewed by the Finish Immigration Service while on Fact Finding Mission in
Kabul in April 201%inland, FIdigrationsverké, Afghanistan: Faefinding Mission to Kalbin April 2019 Situation of
Returnees in Kabul, 15 October 2018, p.14
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643]0M interviewed by the Finish Immigration Service while on Fact Finding Mission in Kabul in ApFirZan,
FISMigrationsverke, Afghanistan: Faefinding Mission to Kabul in April 2048ituation of Returnees in Kabul, 15 October
2019,url, p. 11; UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview Afghanistan 2020, 17 Decemberl20182

644|OM and UNHCR, Returns to Afghanistan 2Qi8nt IOMUNHCR Summary Report, 25 June 209p. 6; Foschini, F.,
Yl odzA Q& 9ELI YRAYI / NAYS {OSyS 6t NI mMOY @K@ 7;WNgTRRresh 2 F ¢ 2 R
FNRBY LNIYyQa / 2NRYlI QOANHZA %2y Sz b2ardaz@Aiy3d FONRAA ! FAKEFYAAD
645MMC, Distant Dreams. Understanding the Aspirations of Afghan Returnees, Januaryr@l81; Asia Foundation

(The), A Survey of the Afghan Returne2818, 14 May 201rl, p. 106; WBG and UNHCR, Living Conditions and

Settlement Deisions of Recent Afghan Returnees, June 2049pp. 6, 16, 22

646 Oxfam, Returning to Fragility. Exploring the Link Between Conflict and Returnees in Afghanistan, Januarl gp18,

23-24; Asia Foundation (The), A Survey of the Afghan Returr#843, 14 May 201rl, p. 97; WBG and UNBHR, Living

Conditions and Settlement Decisions of Recent Afghan Returnees, Junei201.96

647 MMC, Distant Dreams. Understanding the Aspirations of Afghan Returnees, JanuaryrR @9 33, 3940

648 Sources cited by the Finnish Immigration Senkéeland, FIS/igrationsverlet, Afghanistan: Fadtinding Mission to

Kabul in April 2019Situation of Returnees in Kabul, 15 October 2Q&D,pp. 2526
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ACAPS, Displacement and Access in Afghanistan: Scenarios, Jungl2019,J® mmT ! £ WI T SHHmMKabul Wt 2 2 NJ t

IDPs Welcomed Muslim Celebration, 12 August 2049,
650DW, Deported Afghans at Risk of Radicalization: Study, 2énNmer 2019url


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/life-city-tackling-kabul-urban-challenges-190711065801100.html
https://migri.fi/documents/5202425/5914056/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf/ebbe969e-aea8-768d-c10b-37fad4b2bbd2/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf
https://migri.fi/documents/5202425/5914056/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf/ebbe969e-aea8-768d-c10b-37fad4b2bbd2/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/may/13/there-is-less-fear-restoration-of-kabul-repairs-the-ravages-of-war
https://migri.fi/documents/5202425/5914056/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf/ebbe969e-aea8-768d-c10b-37fad4b2bbd2/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_humanitarian_needs_overview_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/iom_unhcr_2018_joint_return_report_final_24jun_2019english.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/kabuls-expanding-crime-scene-part-1-the-roots-of-todays-underworld/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/world/asia/afghanistan-iran-coronavirus.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/061_Distant_Dreams.pdf
https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/A-Survey-of-the-Afghan-Returnees-2018.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/344311561017281303/pdf/Living-Conditions-and-Settlement-Decisions-of-Recent-Afghan-Returnees-Findings-from-a-2018-Phone-Survey-of-Afghan-Returnees-and-UNHCR-data.pdf
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/oxfam/bitstream/10546/620399/4/rr-returning-fragility-afghanistan-310118-en.pdf
https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/A-Survey-of-the-Afghan-Returnees-2018.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/344311561017281303/pdf/Living-Conditions-and-Settlement-Decisions-of-Recent-Afghan-Returnees-Findings-from-a-2018-Phone-Survey-of-Afghan-Returnees-and-UNHCR-data.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/061_Distant_Dreams.pdf
https://migri.fi/documents/5202425/5914056/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf/ebbe969e-aea8-768d-c10b-37fad4b2bbd2/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/may/13/there-is-less-fear-restoration-of-kabul-repairs-the-ravages-of-war
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/190705_acaps_nrc_scenarios_displacement_and_access_in_afghanistan.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/08/poor-peoples-eid-kabul-idps-welcomed-muslim-festival-190812185753373.html
https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-deportations-germany-europe-violence-radicalization/a-51424791
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2.2 Badakhshan

2.2.1 General description of thprovince

AFGHANISTAN: Badakhshan Province @OCHA
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Map 2:Afghanistan; Badakhshamrovince source: UNOCH#A

I Rl 1 K& K I ylochitNiBndhe yioQkeastara part of Afghanistan and has borders with Takhar
to the west, Panjshir to the soutivest and Nuristan to the south and sou#iast and international
borders with¢  2A 1 A&l Yy [ %®RAYIRE | KiRI & Idijithked igté igiSllowing

administrative units: ! NBEKIF y21 Kgl KX | NH2X . FTKIN}(1Z®5FERNERSYX
0bSalevsr 9aK|aAKYBIXKRSYCE eVKIoERT YWRMNNEFYS Y2FFIo0X Y
whk 3KSa Gbrydzl ANBNI{ KAIYyLys {KF1AZ {KdzKIl RSE dz€EFE BHEO =
L, P Y3y ODANBI YO SazZiadh F KB LBNRWPORY OS Aa Ydzy il Ay

ClLel Pl R®

According to estimates for 20228021 byNSIA formerly Central Statistics Organization), the province
has a population of 054087, 77154 of whom live in the provincial capit#ayzabad> The main
ethnic groups in the provinceael 2A 1 & IR !'16S1a®
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651 UNOCHA, AfghanistgrBadakhsharProvince District Atlas,April 2014, url

652 UNOCHA, Reference Map Badakhshan Province, 19 Februaryug014,

653 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential ElediBimal results by Polling Stationsoince Badakhshan, 2020,
url; NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2020June 202Qurl, pp. 2627

654 Pajhwok Aghan News, Background profile of Badakhshan province,urld.,

655NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2020June 202Qyrl, p. 26

656 US, Naval Postgraduate School, ProvirRiafileq Badakhshan, n.durl; Ali O., Ruttig Th., Elections 2014 (22): How
disenchantment with General Dostum split the Uzbek vote bank,28 May 2014yrl

657 KamAir, Route Map, n.duyl
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Badakhshan.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Badakhshan_Province_Reference_Map_DD_20140209FEB09_A0.pdf
http://www.iec.org.af/results/en/home/finalresult_by_pc/
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http://elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/background-profile-badakhshan-province
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/1338833/432_1197541686_badakhshan-20provincial-20profile.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/the-split-uzbek-vote-bank-disenchantment-with-general-dostum-spreads-from-his-party-to-the-electorate/
https://www.kamair.com/plan-my-trip/route-map
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2.2.2 Conflict backgraad and actors in Badakhshan
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Due to the remoteness of the area, the Taliban have created bases for smuggling networks and
financial operations in the norteast®® As of 2July2020 ant 8 8S&a4aVYSy G o0& G(KS [ 2y:
presented in a frequently updated map and based on epeurce information, indicated
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to information submitted to the UN Security Council for its June 2019 report, in Afghanistan Central
Asian groups were under the diregperational and financial control of the Taliban, with about 50
fighters of the Islamic Jihad Group in Takhar and Badakhshan pro%ifhéesording to the same

report Al Qaeda was trying to strengthen its presence in Badakhshan, in particular in Shiigtman d
Badakhshan was mentioned as one of the three provinces where most of the 240 officially reported Al
Qaeda fighters operating in Afghanistan were locdt@dhe June 2019 UN report also mentioned 400
foreign fighters for the Eastern Turkestan IslafiMovement (ETIM), operating in BadakhsHgn

mainly in Warduj anev | 3 K Sitticks yvith financing based in the latt&¥. The ministry of Defense
confirmed the presence of ETIM in Afghanistan in December 2019 to the Afghan newspaatroz

without specifying a region or the number of members. According to Hfiéaatroz article the
movement seems to be active in the nomfast and in Badakhshan in particular. Both the provincial
governor and the Taliban denied the independent presence of ETBAdakhshan or Afghanistan.

While the governor claimed that Uyghurs operate under the Taliban umbrella, the Taliban themselves
dismissed reports of ETIM activity in Afghanistan as propaganda, meant to cause &i&trust.
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In terms of the presence of government security forces, Badakhshan province is under the
responsibility of thet Mff b!  O2FNILSEINJ ! b! Q&8 Hn(K 5A0AAA2Y S LINBJA?2
was reassignedh April 2019 to become a new corps, the 217th C&#pFhe 217 Corps has its
headquarters in Kundu® As of 30April2020,. | R { KaKlFy LINRPGZAYOS gt a aidaift
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A November 2019 New York Times article points at the frequency of switching sides between the

Taliban, other antgovernment armed groups and the Afghan security forces in the remote province
of Badakhshan, causing old local rivalries to intertwine wetv loyalties3®®

2.2.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

2.2.3.1 General

In 2019,UNAMAdocumented 106 civilian casualties (48 deaths and 58 injured) in Badakhshan. This
represents an increase of 88 compared to 2018.eading causes of casualties were siikes,
followed by ground engagements and targeted/deliberate killit#§sResolute Support recorded
between 26 and 75 civilian casualties in Badakhshan in the first half of 2020, reporting an increase in
civilian casalties in the second quarter of 2020, compared to the fi#ét.

ACLED collected data on 276 violent events in Badakhshan province betvivarcH2019 and
30June2020 from reports in open sources, 186 of which were coded as battles, 81 as
explosions/remog violence and 9 as violence against civilf&h$Varduj stood out as the district
where most incidents were reportedith 54 violent events, followed by Jordistrict with 40 violent
events. No violent events were registered by ACLEDENKK | 8 KYS &KX Y2FF 06X {KAIAYyLlY
RA&PRAOGAD
EVENT _TYPE

20

May 2019 Jul 2019 Sep 2019 Nov 2019 Jan 2020 Mar 2020 May 2020
Figured4. BadakhshanEvolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and viodgyaiest civilians

from 1 March2019 to 30June2020, based on ACLED d4fa
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Warduj, Jorm and Kohestan distri€?$.The majority of those armed clashes were attacks by the
Taliban on Afghan security forces, including police, mlite NDS personnel and members of pro
government militias os0OF £ £t SR ! NBF{1Aad O0GKS GSNX WINDBITAQ A&
reference to members of the Afghan Local Police or otherganeernment militias¥? or attacks on

military or polce facilities such as checkpoitits military base®¥* and sometimes attacks on
vehicles?®

Operations and attacks carried out by Afghan security forces against AGEs, such as the ones in the
O2yGSEG 2F WhLISNIGA2Y t | YA NIYanyandisticts if BekSunder dfllB O | LJi
2019% or an operation inW2 Miktrict in April 20287 were also registered under armed clashes by

ACLED. Most of the security operations in Badakhshan were carried out in September 2019 and April
202058 Some of these perations were backed by astrikes, for example in Warduj and Nesay

districts in April 2026

During an attackn ! NBK| y21 K¢ | Ka RNBABIKSH ¢2yf Awdpy S6SNBE | ofS
RAAGNAROGET o0ST2NE 32 JS NYLINDyNPYT the X M6 dttackeB O ceaiptizNBE R A
W2 Mitrict on 14April2019%, the centre of Shuhada district on 18une2019, Nesaydistrict on

13 October and November2019 and thecentre of Warduj district on 1&eptember20197°2 To put

pressure on Taliban supply networks and finances, the security forces increased their operations in
September and October 2019 in the nosthst, with their main focus on Kunduz and BadakhsHé&n.
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been under Taliban control for about four ye&fswhileY 2 NJ y ¢ l'hadabeey @&ptyfed by the

Talibanon 22July20197% On 7September2019 the security forces were also able to clear parts of
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during their attacks in the north in March 2020. After the weekeafuction in violence, which a local

doctor said they used to prepare for their attatksthe Taliban managed to take control again of

Yamgan distrié¢f® and of some villages in Jorm district, inflicting casualties on Afghan security forces
there.”®
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representing 18%6 of all violent incidents in Badakhshan province. Airestrikere mainly carried out

in Warduj and Jorm districts. The majority ofstiitkes were carried out by Afghan forces, some were

attributed to NATO force&! While those air strikes inflicted losses among A&Esome also caused

civilian casualties, foexample in Warduj district on 1@ctober2019, when an aistrike killed eight

civilians, including childrefi?Incidents where the Taliban or unidentified armed groups used roadside

bombs and IEDs to target Afghan and international security forces or government dfficials
represented % of all violent incidents registered by ACLED in Badakhshan province between

1 March2019 and 3@une2020/*°* Some of these incidents caused civilian casualties, for example the
ISKRclaimed  killing of militia leader and former mayor Nazir in Fayzabad district on

1 September2019% or inY 2 K S districtyon 30May 2020, whentwo shepherds were killed as a

result of a roadside bomb detonating in front of a checkpéint.
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the father of a police commandéf and a civilian ecused of being a government $g\by the Taliban

or unidentified armed men. The Taliban killed four or five members of the same family in retaliation
of the killing of two of their commandef® or on suspicion of being government spiésCivilians

were dsokilled in an attack, carried out by unidentified armed men on a mosguergo district in
December 20192 Four civilians were killed for unknown reasons in a Talimantrolled area in

I NH K Iy 8igtritién Buiie 202324 The Taliban accused goverant forces of killing civilians during
attacks in Warduj district in October 2019 and January 2020 and in Fayzabad district in February
2020/?° In addition to the incidents registered by ACLED, UNAMA documented the beating and
abduction of thirteen civilians in Warduj district on By 2020. Seven were released in the following
days while the other six were only released byJ26e2020/2°

There were reports from the nortkeastern region, including from Badakhshan province, about
electricity and mobile phone networks being interrupted before and during the presidential election

in September 201%7 Due to conflict in Nesay district in January 2€2© main roads in some of the
RAAUNROGQE @QAfflraSa gSNBE Oft2aSR G2 GKS Lzt A0 L
food in those village&2 Within the framework of its attacks on health care initiative, the World Health
Organisation (WHQ%Rgistered the closure and reopening of a health facility in Badakhshan province

in 201972°

2.2.3.2 Displacement

UNOCHA collected data for the periodMarch2019 ¢ 30June2020, reporting 3208 displaced by
conflict from Badakhshan province, 97 of wlom were displaced within the province itself. The
largest displacement occurred in Jorm district, mainly in August and September 2019, when conflict
and clashes were reported in the Khustak valf@ large group was displaced within Warduj district

in January 2020. Other large groups were displaced within Baharak district in August and September
2019, when military operations were carried ot UNOCHA reported displacement frofi2 NI Yy & |
a dzy distyict to other districts within Badahkshgmovince but also to other provinces such as
Parwan or Panjshir in July and August 2019, when the Taliban took control of the désttief*>and

military operations followed®*Ly GKS €l ad RIFI&a 2F WdzyS wnuwn | bh/
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2019- 30 June 2020)rl
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731 TolonewsL argeScaleMilitary Operations Launched In Badakhshaé August 201rl
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733 TolonewsargeScaleMilitary Operations Launched In Badakhshaé August 201rl
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UNOCHA collected data for the periodMarch2019 ¢ 30June2020, reporting 3277 persons
displaced by conflict to Badakhshan province, all displaced within the province. While in Warduj and
Jorm, displacement occurred within the respective districts, Fayzabad host#dha8 Baharak 1%

IDPs from variousistricts within Badakhshan provinc¢&.
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2.3 Badghis
2.3.1 General description of the province

AFGHANISTAN: Badghis Province &8 OCHA
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Map 3: Afghanistang Badghigorovince source: UNOCHX
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73 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Up(22eJune; 28 June 2020), 1 July 2020}

735UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updahdrch 2020url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2Q2D,

736 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updahédrch 2020url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2Q2D,

73TUNOCHA, AfghanistarBadyhis ProvinceDistrict Atlas April2014,url

738Khaama Press, 29 Taliban militants killed, wounded in separate incidents in Badghis province, 14 Aprll 2020,
79RFERL, Officials: 25 elite commandos killed in clashes with Taliban, 17 Julyl2019,
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The roads of Badghis have bemported to be in bad condition and mostly unsafe because of
insurgent and criminal activiti#® In January 2020Wolesi Jirga(Lower House of the Afghan
Parliament), approved two presidential decrees on obtait&ip100million loan for the construction

of two roads: Kabul ring road, which will cas$D70 million andthe ArmakQalai Naw road in Badghis
that will costUSDB0million. ¢ KS LJ2 LJdzf | G A2y NBfASa SyiAaANBfe 2
gl GSNJ YR GKS F22R Ay DO@OHRINd maturblBisadidtsSriade peo@eNdh & A &  f
Badghigprovince vulnerable to recruitment by insurgents and militants due to the farttfhe.
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2.3.2 Conflict background and actors in Badghis
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743Bjelica, J., How Neglect and Remoteness Bred Insurgency and a Poppy Boom: The story of Badghis, AAN, 22 February
2017,url
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746 AREU, The Political Economy of Education and Health Senviwenpil Afghanistan, January 2018l, pp. 44-46;

Bjelica, J., How Neglect and Remoteness Breddesay and a Poppy Boom: The story of Badghis, AAN, 22 February 2017,
url

747 PajhwokAfghan NewsDecrees on $100m loan farmprojects approved, 6 January 202,

748|n 2019, Badghis was a drougfit province(see:EEAS, Contribution from the Epean Union enhances resilience in

Badghis Province, 28 October 208l), whichmade people vulnerable to@Es recruitmen{see:National Geographic, In
Afghanistan, climate change complicates prospects for peace, 3 Februaryu2020,

749 National Geographic, In Afghanistan, climate change complicates prospects for peace, 3 Februamt 2020,

750UNODC and Afghanistan@¥Wl, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November 201,8;. 16
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In Octoler 2019, UNAMA, indicated that the four western provinces of Afghanistan including Badghis,

in the recent years have experienced a growing number of insurgent actiftiéecording to

Etilaatroz, since March 2019, Taliban fighters continued their attankBala Murghalalistrict and

extended their presence into Jawand, Ab Kamari, Muqur and Qlistiscts, where intense clashes

continued between the group and Afghan forces. The source quoted Ziaulhaq Ferqabitidal

activist in Badghis province, stating that [informal translatitdW¢ | £ Aoy O2y G NBf YI 2
Badghis province including and entirely Bala Murghab District and its capital. Residents left the district,

and only military outposts reained. The government control only the capitals of Qadis, Ab Kamari

and Muqur District®2 | OO02NRAY 3 (2 (-6h8rgedo BaNgdi§ Who kid rotSvardAe R G & A
0S yIFIYSR>Y aiFiSR GKIFIG OAYF2N¥IFE GNIF yund FHuUb ye Wel
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province are under the government contr@* While according to information contained in a LWJ
mapED K2 NYa @KazNJ FyR . FfF adzZNAKFId RA&GNAOGaA 2F . IR
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In December 2019Taliban issued ataement claiming that they have taken the control of Bala
Murghabdistrictcapital’®*and in March 2020, a local news quoted Najmulddin Burhani the spokesman
for Badghis Governor stating that Rubat area of Qdizict was under the Taliban contrét? On

4 May 2020, Taliban reported that several ifujahidin (Taliban fighters) were graduated fro8aad

Ben Abi Weqgaamilitary training camp in Badghis province. They claim that these fighters got trained
on military warfae in using light and heavy weapons including laser weapons. The group posted
several photos of the alleged fighters during the trainiftg.

CKS LYGSNYFGA2YEFE tdofAO t2tA08 o6LttO wSOASs adl
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Regarding the presence of ANDSF in Badghis province“tRed@iment of Zafar 267Corps of ANA
(which is responsible for the western provinces of Afghanistan), is based in B&déisipart of the

756 ERM, Household Asssment Report, 1 November 2018], p. 1

757TRFE/RL, Afghanistan's New Northern Flash Pointsunl.d.,

758 Strategy Page, Afghanistan: Perpetual Pressure On Pakistan, 13 Marchr?018,

79 Khaama Press, Airstrike kills 8 Taliban militants in Bala Murghab district of Badghis Province, 4 Jully 2019,

7600 UNAMA, Badghis leaders strategize on stronger measures to protect children in armed conflict, 5 October 2019,
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2.3.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

2.3.3.1 General

In 2019, UNAMA documented 161 civilian casualties, including 77 killed and 84 injured in Badghis
province which represents 10% increase compared to 2018. The leading causes of casualties were
ground engagements, atrikes and norsuicide IED%® Accoding to SIGAR, RS recorded between 26
and 50 civilian casualties in Badghis province during the first quarter of 2020d the mentioned
source recorded between 0 and 25 civilian casualties during the second quarter 0f2020.

According to ACLEIata, between March2019 and 3Qune2020 there were 388 security incidents
recorded in Badghis province, of which 241 were coded as battles, 133 remote violence and 14
incidents of violence against civilians

EVENT_TYPE
15

Apr 2019 Jul 2019 Oct 2019 Jan 2020 Apr 2020

Figureb. Badghis Evolution of securitgvents coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 March2019 to 30June2020, based on ACLED ddfa

According to Etilaatroz, since August 2019, Badghisince continued to be besieged where all

supplying roads were shut down due to the continued armed clashes between the Taliban fighters and

the Afghan security force$® UNOCHA indicated in December 2019 that since one year AGEs blocked

main roads to Jawandigtrict, which interrupted the transportation of essential needs to civilians living

in the area’’*In November 2019,rther source reported that all roads to Jawand district have been

mined by the Taliban, which resulted in severe food and supply shortagbs area’’® In January

2020, a local news reported on the presencale ¢ | £ A0 Yy Q& LINdBviné&ffomAvkich. I RI KA
the Afghangovernmentforces rescued 55 ANA soldiers, four commandos, one police and two border

police personnel’®In April 2020, NYT reported on the presence of a Taliban checkpoint established in

the village of Laman in QalaNaw City, the provincial capital, where the group shot and killed one
OABGAT ALY RNAGSNI K2 NBTFdza SRDuiing thedsargelgerigdfaiibanO | NJ |
militants blocked the highway of Qael@alai Naw to carry out an attack against the Afghan fort@s.
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769 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civiliam#\rmed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2080p. 94
70SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United Statesr€ssid30 April 2020url, p. 69

71 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Con@@dslly 202Qrl, p. 72

72 Fjlters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus; AfghaniBtdghisEvent types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence;
Violence against Civilians; 1 March 20388 June 202Qurl
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776 Salaam Times, Rescued Afghan soldiers speak of appalling torturditpintdaliban prison, 31 January 2026,
TTTNYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 30 April 2820,

778 Afghanistan Times, At least 12 Taliban rebels killed in Badghis, 13 Apriu2020,
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On 20May 2020, Salaam Times report that the Taliban blocked roads to the districts of Badghis
prevented local people, government and health workers to enter Bala Murghab, Jawand and Qadis
districts. The source also indicated that Taliban in Badghis province restarted to impose restrictions on
private telecommunication companies, telecom whishused by 706 of Badghis population to
maintain the system onlpetween6 am. and5 p.m. in Badghis province and shut it down during the
night.””®

Recent incidents that caused civilian casualties in Bagghigncein 2019 and 2020 include: three
civilians killed, (including one woman) and three others injured (including two women and a girl) during
ground engagement between the Taliban and ANA in Ab Kamari district duly2Z019%° three
civilians killed on 19Uy 2019 by an aistrike hitting a house in the Du Juee area of Bala Murghab
district’®%; on 23July2019, a high school teacher was killed, and two other civilians wounded after a
rocket fired from an Afghan helicopter struck their shop in the-dd@yanj area of Bala Murghab
district’®% on 20Julys nmMcpSE 'y ! FTAKAVNRRASE FAKROSEQKAANI  FI YA
civilians, all members of a single family, in the Akazi area of Bala Murghab district, which was
reportedly controlled by the dlibar’® on 27July2019 an airstrike reportedly killed four civilians
including a tribal leader, following their meeting with the Taliban officials in Regi village of Jawand
district’®* on 300ctober2019, a civilian driver was killed by the Talibaraekton a convoy of local
officials in the village of Qarchaghay in Qalaw district®®;, on 7November2019, six civilians were
killed including three women and three children when the house of a Taliban commander was bombed
by an airstrike in the villag of Maidah Qol in Aa Kamatlistrict’®®, on 3Januan?2020, one child was

killed in a roadside bomb explosion when he was looking for his sheep in the villagekdioNa
Amodabh in Qadislistrict’®”; on 25April2020, a woman was killed, and a child was wounded after a
Taliban alleged mortar hit their house in the village of Kamengi Oliya in Qadigct’®® on
25May 2020, three children were Kkilled after a bomb planted by the Taliban exploded in Chashma
Dozdakvillage of Muqudistrict’®® on 1May 2020, the Taliban destroyed, in an explosion, a school in
Qadisdistrictthat was recently constructe?

2.3.3.2 Displacement

UNOCHA collected data for the periddMarch2019 ¢ 30June202Q NJB LJ2 KR35y F@rsons

displaced from Badghis provincg,A (i K2 yRIA aLJX I OSR GAUGKAY GKS LINROAY
adzNBKF o 1R YyBRAMIAENMNOWBSINE MM aLIE F OSR Ayid2 | SNF G LINE
GSNBE RAALI F OSR Ayid2 "CINEIOC YR DK2NJ LINPZAYyOSaod
UNOCHA collected data for the periddMarch2019 ¢ 30June202Q reporting 24593 persons

displaced to Badghis province, with alst®9% coming from within the province itséf

Between 6¢ 12 January2020,the conflict reportedly continued between ANSF and AGEs in Baalghan estimated

numberof1loop O2y Tt AO0G | FFSO0 S Ro-NIBI GK B SINES [A3R SAATIACCHIRRTRC AMay LINEH VIR O

9Salaam Timed,  f A6l yQad o6f201IRS 2F RAAGNROGA Ay wltRIKAEA SyRFyYy3aSN
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UNOCHA, during the peridettween28 April and 4May 2020, security situation in Badghis remained unstable and the
ongong conflict displaced 400 families (aroun8@ individuals) in Badghis and Ghor provinces. During the same period, in

Badghis province, 294 people affected by flash flood received humanitarian assistance.

2.4 Baghlan

2.4.1 General description of thprovince

AFGHANISTAN: Baghlan Province
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Map 4: Afghanistarg Baghlarprovince source: UNOCHZ

Baghlan province is located in the nogthstern part of Afghanistan and has borders with Bamyan,
Samangan, Kunduz, Taljar, Panjshil; NF%yy R .°T Haghkrprovince is divided into the
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According to estimates for 202021 byNSIAthe province has a population ofQ1Ll4 634, 242359 of
whom live in the provincial capital, PeKhumri’®*® The main ethnic groups in the province are Tajiks,
Pashtuns and Hazaras. Other ethnic groups present include Uzbeks and®®Patars.

A % /4 A x

CFAKONRYBA YOS Aa O02yySOGSR (2 nAHMIKA KE &GN LINE Ok i D
0 NIFtYAdY Rdzl dzZa K KA 3JIKglF & Ay ! FIKEyAadly FyR GKS Yl ez

794UNOCHA, Afghanistan, Weekly humanitarian update, 24 &¢iay 2020, 7 May 2020r|

795 UNOCHA, AfghanistarBaghlan Province District AtlasApril 2014, url

798 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: North Eastern RegiDistrict Atlas, April 2014url, pp. 3245

797 AIMS, AIMS Paolitical Divisions Map, rnud.,

798 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential EleatiBimal results by Polling Stations: Province Baghlan, 2020,
NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 20201 June 2020url, p. 18

799 AfghanistanNSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 20201 June 2020url, p. 18

800S, Naval Postgraduate School, Baghlan Provincial Overviewarh.d.,


https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/afghanistan_humanitarian_weekly_4_may.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Baghlan.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/1184496/1930_1415353203_afghanistan-north-eastern-region-district-atlas.pdf
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=2b63527870ef416bacf83bcaf388685f
http://www.iec.org.af/results/en/home/finalresult_by_pc/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
https://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/baghlan

801 EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REFGRANISTANSECURITY SITUATION

KS O2dzyGNBZ DAl (GKS {Ifl ySIRAS aBFd LONESOBNROOET NR SO L3/
2MUKA G (8 aKFNNF Ay . B Ak LIRB®NRAS ¥ KFREER MR SNI 0 S
L FAKEFY YR tFNBIFIYS GKS KAIKgle fSIFRa GKNRdIzAK
¢dzy§"2§f§®)\lfeéé i2KNEA YK @B K |y &aK2dzZ R 0SS ozyyéédéﬁz i
HAHH QAOF fMfKSR a.2F AKE+y (G2 . FYe@ly oO0.H.0 NEFFYRI | OC
FIKE Iy QabYXIdDINRE A &t dety 26y *2 6S Fy SO2y2YAO0 Kdo @
OO2NRAY3 (202 NUbRAKAKSLIX B&KEA ff A FI2NMB &2dz00Saa 2F 320
D9a INB o0ftS (2 KAYRSNIGKS Y28SYSyid 2F FYYdzyAdA
2NJ SEF YL ST FFGSNI | yiBY K dzv BR5 SDY WwanSHWab B LR ¥ VY& & K
: olyQa &adz00Saa Ay OAWRMNSNIWZI gISYER AK AfYRMAT pY dpy2|
GSNBE I 06f S 022 diyiRe LY AYidayiRdNE O2y@2ea Ay . F3IAKELFYy F2NJ
I YR | ¥ &%dmakonversation with Landinfo in October 2048 international source described
the stretch on Highway One between Kabul andiff Y K dzYadlBufficiently safe, including for
internationaltravellers On the road further north, howevesgeveral incidents and road closures and
obstructions as aresult of clashesand#oii I G S | NY¥SR 3INRdzZLJAQ LINB&ESYy OS |
| D9& NBLRNISRf& RN}¢6 NBOSydzS FTNRY SEG2NFAYyT Y2y
Qa

¢KS aSOdiNSi eKA-IRgtR Ad taz LAG2GHE F2NJ YI od
2NRIAYFGAYI Ay ¢F2A1AalGlr Yy I Bower lindsa®i|tdwars at yimeNdzy | €
suffered damage by Taliban attacks or clashes between the Talibancaedhgient forces in the
reporting period®®®
¢KSNB 4S
F FAGSNJ GK
gl a 1Afft
y
-

y
S

¢

~

yi 27T SBIKBS LLINKIA A @')swuyflmxys @
KSNB 62dzy RSR 6%KSy aSOdaNA G @

1]

y 1 bhb5/ h LIA dzY {dZNJZSEIﬂLJéI' IKE |
¥ ORIFLIIE A@UA/AEGE FA2Y Ay . b AKS
LI NBR (2 HAMT ®

801Hewad, G., The 2015 insurgency in the North (4): Surrounding the cities in Baghlan, AAN, 21 October 20.16.,,

I TIAKL YA & Hlecio@2): Glansep at Kunduz, Baghlan, Samangan, AAN, 30 Octoberl2019,

802 pajhwok Afghan News, Gant Salang tunnel insufficient, says President Ghani, 15 October @0;1Bjplomat (The),
Fixing the Salang Pass Tunnel, 21 October 2015,

803\World Bank (The), Trastdindukush Road Connectivity Project, null,

804 Pajhwok Afghan News, Baghlan administrative units, ord.,

805NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: December 2019, 5 December 2019,

806 Hewad, G., The 2015 insurgency in the North (4): Surrounding the cities in Baghlan, AAN, 21 October 2015,

807 Norway, Landinfo, Afghanistan: Sikkerhetssituasjon og konfliktmgnster i 2019, 22/01(2019,29; UNOCHA,
Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (30 Septengd&October 2019), 9 October 2018]; UNGCHA, Afghanistan:
Weekly Humanitarian Update (21 Octole?7 October 2019), 30 October 2018l; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly
Humanitaian Update (2 December8 December 2019), 11 December 20d8; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly
Humanitarian Update (16 DecembeR2 December 2019), 26 December 2009, UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Wegekl
Humanitarian Update (20 January6 January 2020), 29 January 2020, UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian
Update (10 Februarg 16 February 2020), 19 February 2026; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 2 April 2020,
url

808 Salam Watandar, Taliban collecting billions through illicit customs, religious taxes, 16 Maur2019,

809 Pajhwok Afhan News, Power transmission line damaged in Baghlan, 18 March 20 ajhwok Afghan News, Kabul
in dark as 3 pylons blown up in Baghlan, 15 September 2009,

810 pajhwok Afghan News, Baghlan protestors unblock Kidbrth highway, 13 March 2018yl

8IINYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Apritiay 2, 2 May 2019rl; Pajhwok Afghan News, 1 person killed, 5 injured as
Baghan protest turned violent, 27 April 2018x!

812UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, NovembenP@18,7

813UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November@185


https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/insurgency-in-the-north-4-baghlan/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-22-glances-at-kunduz-baghlan-samangan/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/10/15/current-salang-tunnel-insufficient-says-president-ghani
https://thediplomat.com/2015/10/fixing-the-salang-pass-tunnel/
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P145347?lang=en
http://elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/baghlan-administrative-units
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-december-2019.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/insurgency-in-the-north-4-baghlan/
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Temanotat-Afghanistan-Sikkerhetssituasjonen-og-konfliktm%C3%B8nster-i-2019-22012020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly-6_octoberfinal.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly-28_october.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan_humanitarian_weekly-_8_december.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-16-december-22-december-2019
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly_26_jan.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-10-february-16-february-2020
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-2020.html
https://swn.af/english/Article.aspx?a=47588
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/03/18/power-transmission-line-damaged-baghlan
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/09/15/kabul-dark-3-pylons-blown-baghlan
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/03/13/baghlan-protestors-unblock-kabul-north-highway
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-26-may-2.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/04/27/1-person-killed-5-injured-baghlan-protest-turned-violent
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf

EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGBENISRIAN SITUATION T 81

2.4.2 Conflict background and actors in Baghlan

S aSOdzNAGe aAddzrdAzy Ay .| 3IKEFY LNRBAYOS NBLR
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IKIYy aAyAaidNRB 2F 5STFSyO0S 06az2BVKd2RNIM (4iISR i KNEI
KS ¢%f AloytR/ 68 5SOSYOSNI namy GKS | FIKEY aAyAaldNe
KS LINRPZAYOSa 4ASKOS IIKARAKS KINB ol FIKINE 4F 2 NDOSa KI ¢
GGtSa Ay LINIGAE 2F GKS LINRPOAYyOSO®

According to an Afghanistan analyst contacted by the Swedish Migration Agency (Migrationsverket) in
January 2020, Kunduz and Baghhare considered to be the most Talibaontrolled or influenced

provinces in the nortkeastern regiorf?2 A similar assessment was made by Afghanistan analyst Obaid

Ali in October 2018 Ly { SLIASYOSNI wunamdps y2 LINFDaHak&Ghirihi £ St ¢
RAAGNRA OGS RdzS (2 (KS®TI & dzo OcioheoDIpinBepthréde yefrdundeK A & RA
Taliban control, government forces-captured that districE?® As of 2July2020 ank 4 3 SdaYSy d o @&

[ 2y 3 2| NirewatattNiy/alfrequently updated map and based on epeurce information,
indicated. dzNJ I I YR ¢RA & i Na O (.-BortFidQ'P ¢ REMBDBIYNA OG -4
controlled | YR (KS NBY.IHAFKYITYy RAINPINRYEES A&y wO2y (iSaidSR

¢KS GNFyaLR2NI NRdziSa ts RAY3I GKNRdzAK . F3IKEFyYy I NJ
I()()P_waaz G2 1'1bx G4KS ¢lFtAdFY &bl NISR iy RAYBAKRA (iEA v 3
Ay f ﬁl4$nO|etmba|r|Q(m9|'-FElKIy7\éd-y lyltead holtAR 'fA RSaO0
P LINB&SYyOS i RAFFSNBYy( f{IXSH AL I2NR dayKRS™ | NI KR |G
| I §Ay3 dzy RSNARG22R GKS adGNYGS3aIAO AYLRNIIYyOS 2F (K
Séél-oanKSﬁ Y20Af S Q@QKINARAWHANRYNIGKS 3 FEINMDK yTF2 N
FYR FGGSYROSR aK2 FSAISNYEySyli LINBaSyOS Ay GKS | NBI
| AAKgl & hyS gKSy OF N@Je}ﬂydzmr(zmzla i IKISE 2NUF ISy @ @54 2y
YKdzZYNRA Ay SFENIe {SLGSYOSNI HanmpI 4SNB {0SYRSA yoK SdylJ
AAIAYyAYy3I 2Ty INBREBY&WBGd2 GKS ¢FfAoly Sai I()f)\éK)&
aSOSNIt Ot SFNIyOS 2LISNIrdAz2yas gKAOKI | OO0O2NRAyYy3I i
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814 Ali, O., Taleban in the North: Gaining ground along the Ring Road in Baghlan, AAN, 15 August 2016,

851 f AL h &I DID HI&ctioy R2):(Clant€s &t Kunduz, Baghlan, Samangan, AAN, 30 October 2019,

861 f A X h &I s20PFKdtioh §28)1iQlayces at Kunduz, Baghlan, Samangan, AAN, 30 Octohet 2019,
817UNAMA, AfghanistaRrotection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februaryu@20,35; Norway,
Landinfo, Afghastan: Sikkerhetssituasjon og konfliktmgnster i 2019, 22 January R820p. 2728;NYT,Taliban Attack
Second Afghan City in Two Days as an Agreement for Peace Nears, 1 Septemhet; 201 zeera, US envoy shows draft
of deal with Taliban to Afghan pregint, 2 September 2018yl; Ali, O., Ruttid'., Taleban attacks on Kunduz and-&ul
Khumri: Symbolic operations, AAN, 11 Sepber 2019url

818 Ali, O., Taleban in the North: Gaining ground along the Ring Road in Baghlan, AAN, 15 Aégust 201

819 Khaama Press, Taliban's deputy military chief surrenders in Baghlan province, 12 Augusi|2017,

820¢ 2f 2ySgax 1T tNRBOAYOALf [/ SYyiSNAR ot OS W{SNR2dza {SOdzZNR (& ¢ KN
821 Tolonews, Afghan Forces To Focus On Insecure Regions In Winter, 26 Decemhat 2018,

822 SwedenMigrationsverket, Sakerhetslaget i Afghanistan, 2020, 7 April 202(. 48

83 f AY hos | FAKIyAalGllyQa Hnmdp 9f SOGA2Yy Obteber@oaoudf | yOSa |G Ydzy
824 f AZ hoX ! FAKIYAAGlI yQa Hnmd 9f SOGA 2 $0 QetebereMudt | yOSa |G Ydzy
825 UNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its |mpI|cat|ons for international peadesaaurity A/74/582¢S/2019/935 10

December 201yl LJ® ¢ T ¢ 2f 2 y S-&@har RethkankBl Seyudlty TrdppsKMOD, 24 October 2019,

Khaama Press, Around 100 Taliban militants killed, 88 arrested in Special Forces raids in Baghlan: Sources, 25 October 2019,
url

826 WJ, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistan, oudl.,;The source, however, does not specify when and which

information of the aforementioned map was last updated.
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https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-22-glances-at-kunduz-baghlan-samangan/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-22-glances-at-kunduz-baghlan-samangan/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Temanotat-Afghanistan-Sikkerhetssituasjonen-og-konfliktm%C3%B8nster-i-2019-22012020.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/01/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-peace-talks.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/09/envoy-shows-draft-peace-deal-taliban-afghan-president-190902111633344.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/taleban-attacks-on-kunduz-and-pul-e-khumri-symbolic-operations/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/taleban-in-the-north-gaining-ground-along-the-ring-road-in-baghlan/
https://www.khaama.com/talibans-deputy-military-chief-surrenders-in-baghlan-province-03339/
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/7-provincial-centers-face-‘serious-security-threats
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/afghan-forces-focus-insecure-regions-winter-operations
https://lifos.migrationsverket.se/dokument?documentAttachmentId=47563
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-22-glances-at-kunduz-baghlan-samangan/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-22-glances-at-kunduz-baghlan-samangan/
https://undocs.org/S/2019/935
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https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
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In terms of the presence of government security forces, Baghlan province is under the responsibility

of then M b! ORNLEBENI ! b! Qa4 HNnGK S5APBAEAZ2YS LINBOJA 2 dza f
reassigned in April 2019 to become a new corps, the 217th C&rghe 217" Corps has its
headquarters in Kundu?® As of 30April2020. | I KEINR/GA Y OS o4l a aidAatt AyOfc
NBaLRyairoAftAde 2F GKS ¢ NI2AKGK IRIPA RIEK 0123 ad BAOK/ 2 N
2P! HWSAa2f dzi S { dAINPKEFKd FABZ WL K Aa SR 0& DSN¥YIY
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2.4.3 Reent security trends and impact on the civilian population

2.4.3.1 General

In 2019,UNAMAdocumented 349 civilian casualties (123 deaths and 226 injured) in Baghlan. This
represents an increase of 34 compared to 2018. Leading causes of casualties \gsyend

827 Ali, O., Taleban in the North: Gaining ground alongRivgy Road in Baghlan, AAN, 15 August 20116,

828 Ali, O., Ruttig Th., Taleban attacks on Kunduz ané Raumri: Symbolic operatisnAAN, 11 September 2018]

829 Ali, O., The 2016 Insurgency in the North: Raising the Daesh flag (although looig), AAN, 15 July 2016]

830 Ali, O., The 2016 Insurgency in the North: Raising the Daesh flag (although noglpAN, 15 July 201

831 Jadoon, A., Allied and Lethal: Islamic State Khorasan’s Network and Organization& @epfgiianistan and Pakistan,
CTC Sentinel, 3 December 20a8, pp. 11, 15

82 {5h5% hLISNI A2y LeadNisReR® Gadéral RePotTK ES{ PAGSR {1 dSa /2yaINBaaoe
September 30,2019y b 2 GSY wE A8 ABhS T h LISNI (A 2 YV LeaNBSReB@ BapérRepoy G Ay St ®
¢2 ¢KS !'YyAGSR {dF{iSa /2y3aINBaaovmmnOC8o &I MBE mwmmup 5SOSYOSNI om:

833Khaama Press, Afghan Special Forces arrest key ISIS group member in Baghlan province, 16 iiay 2019,

834 EASO analysis based on publishgilable ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the

Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019

- 30 June 2020rl

835SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 Julyr@19,8

86! { 5h5Y hLISNI A2y LeaNBRS Tdddral RePeadi A¢ S & yAIGSR {iGFiSa /2y3aNBa:
30, 201316 August 201rl, p. 5

837USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability In Afghanistan. December 2019, 23 January; pp2Q@112,50;} { 5 h 5 X

hLISNI A2y CNBLBRMVIOEO {2ONOGDASYSENE £ wSLI2ZNI ¢2 ¢KS ! yAGBR {GFGSa
16 August 201rl, pp. 2728; USDOD, Enhancing Security and StahiliAfghanistan. June 2020, 1 July 2Q20,p. 14


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resolute_Support_Mission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/taleban-in-the-north-gaining-ground-along-the-ring-road-in-baghlan/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/taleban-attacks-on-kunduz-and-pul-e-khumri-symbolic-operations/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/the-2016-insurgency-in-the-north-raising-the-daesh-flag-although-not-for-long/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/the-2016-insurgency-in-the-north-raising-the-daesh-flag-although-not-for-long/
https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2018/12/Allied-Lethal.pdf
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Nov/20/2002214020/-1/-1/1/Q4FY2019_LEADIG_OFS_REPORT.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Feb/21/2002252796/-1/-1/1/LEAD%20INSPECTOR%20GENERAL%20FOR%20OPERATION%20FREEDOM%E2%80%99S%20SENTINEL.PDF
https://www.khaama.com/afghan-special-forces-arrest-key-isis-group-member-in-baghlan-province-03995/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2019-07-30qr.pdf
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Aug/21/2002173538/-1/-1/1/Q3FY2019_LEADIG_OFS_REPORT.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jan/23/2002238296/-1/-1/1/1225-REPORT-DECEMBER-2019.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Aug/21/2002173538/-1/-1/1/Q3FY2019_LEADIG_OFS_REPORT.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF

EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGBENISRIAN SITUATION T 83

engagements followed by targeted/deliberate killings and soitide IED&® Resolute Support
recorded between 26 and 75 civilian casualties in Baghl#re first half of 2020, reporting a decrease
in civiliancasualtiesn the second quarter of 2020, compared to the fi#&t.

ACLED collected data on 444 violent events in Baghlan province betwikkEmci2019 and
30June2020 from reports in opensources, 3042 F KA OK 6SNB O2RSR | a
WSELX 2aA2yakNBYRE SWHA 2t Sy OSOWithlysR yepoded Ddidéitsf Pull y & Q @
e Khumri stood out as the district where most violent events were reported, followed by Baghlan

Jadid with 93 incidents. No violent events were registered by ACLED in Fereng Wa GNafuaridii & |
C S NBisfrigts®*

EVENT_TYPE

25
20

15

Apr 2019 Jul 2019 Oct 2019 Jan 2020 Apr 2020

Figure6. Baghlan Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 March2019 to 30June2020, based on ACLED d4ta

ACLED coded arounk®8 2 F (G KS @A2ft Syl AyOARSyida Ayed | IKE Iy
Of FaKSaQd ¢KA&a OF(iS3a2NE NBLNBaSYdGSR (KS Yzad LI
districts®The majority of those armed clashes were attacks by the Taliban on Afghan security forces,
including police, military or NDS personnel and mermsbef progovernment militias orso-called

I NbF1Aa O00GKS GSNY WINBF{AQ A& 2F0Sy dzaSR 20!l ff
Afghan Local Police or other pgnvernment militias}4, or attacks on military or police facilities such

838 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Rd@t 22 February 2020tl, p. 94 No

UNAMA data on civilian casualties in Baghlan province were available forstheaff of 2020.

839 SIGARQuarterly Report To The United States Congr@8sApril 2020url, p. 69; SIGAR)uarterly Report To The United

States Congres80 April 2020url, p. 72

840EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battlelmsiogs/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019

- 30 June 2020rl

841EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Badakhshan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians;
Geoprecision Code: 1 & 2;March 2019 30 June 2020Yyrl

842EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Afghghlataur|

843EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019
- 30 June @20),url

844 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February g82RY T AfghanWar Casualty Report: October 2019,

4 October 2019url; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: JwWgh 11 July 201%url; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: June

28+july 4, 4 July 201%rl; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: May-16, 16 May 201rl; Pajhwok Afghan News, Deputy
intelligence chief for Baghlan gunned down, 12 May 2019,
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https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/06/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-february-2020.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/11/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-28-july-4.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/16/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/05/12/deputy-intelligence-chief-baghlan-gunned-down
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as checkpoinfé®, base&*®and headquarter®¥’ and on convoy&* These incidents at times resulted in
civilian casualties, as for example oW&y 2019 when in addition to dozens of casualties among police
forces, more than ten civilians were injured in a coordinated attack claimed by the Taliban on police
headquarters it dBY K dz2C&* Responding to a Taliban attack@mashmeae Sherarea of Puke
KhumriCity, an Afghan air force helicopter hit a houseApril 2020. As eesult, two children were

killed and six civilians were wound&.

Operations and attacks carried out by Afghan security forces against AGEs were also registered under
armed clashes by ACLEDA i1 K G KS | LILINR @I 65 SZFy GKEA ahALySANilGiNE2 y2
HI LINKm g . F3IKEFyYy ¢l ad 2yS &BF aiiK3S KLNE GQSYOANR GRY T
T 2 O dz& B'Roskoparations were carried out in May 2019 and from September to November

2019%2 Some ANDSF operations leadth@ recapturing of villages in certain districts of Baghlan,

including. I 3 KEWI \RA R A y Buwdzyf Becamben 20X9, the Kelagai ared & adistkict in

October 2019 or the Dand Shahabuddin area df dfY K dz\dist#ict in October 20183 Some

operations were backed by aitrikes, as for example in I 3 KEWI yRIistiRct in early June 203%

or in Dahanee Ghuri district at the end of July 20§9.

¢CKSNE 6SNB NBLRNIa 2y (KSiKS { MNSW2YNION yLI deNFANRT2 RasY | 3 ¢
YIEely @FtfSe Ay 5 PFaiban dahd dtheMshu@és alioyfepolediod thedTaliaah
attacking the district headquarters in Burka district oM8y 2019, the centreof D dzi | 18H tzKJ

district in July 20138 or attacking villages and areas in Nahrin and Baghldadid districts in

September 2018° ¢ KS ¢ £ A 0 I tgok buBtial2oNHDIR € | 8B HzMstrict in Baghlan

province in September 2019 for a few months until governmientes recapturedi Kdstrict in

January 2026¢°

845NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February g82RY T Afghan War Casualty Report: December

2019, 5 December 2018rl; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Aug-28 22 August 2019rl; NYT Afghan War Casualty

Report: June 227, 27 June 201%url; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Junej@§ 4, 4 July 201rl; NYT Afghan War

Casualty Report: January 2020, 2 January 202M\Y T Afghan War Casualty Report: March 2020, 5 March 2020,

846 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July®%g. 1, 1 August 2018rl; NYTAfghan War Casualty Report: Julgg 11 July
2019,url; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: May-2d, 30 May 201rl; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: May-Rine

6, 6 June 201rl; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: January 2020, 2 January @@2QY T Afghan War Casualty Report:

March 2020, 5 March 2020rl; NYT AfghanWar Casualty Report: June 2020, 4 June 2020,

847NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Ma® 39 May 2019url

848 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February Q82RYT Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019,

4 October 2019yrl

849NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Ma® 39 May 2019url; NYT Taliban Kill Unarmed Afghan Police Officers Waiting

for Pay, 5 May 201%rl; Pajhwok Afghan News, Baghlan attack emslall 8 attackers eliminated, 5 May 2018l; Pajhwok

Afghan News, 75 people suffer casualties in Sunday attack: Baghlan governor, 6 mayl2019,

850 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 2 April 2040,

851 UNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and seéuri8/902¢S/2019/493 14

June 2019url, p. 5

852EASO analysis based on publicly availabl&B@lata. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019
- 30 June 2020rl

853 TolonewsLarge Scale Operation Launched In BagHl@rOctober 201Yrl

854Khaama Press, 11 Taliban militants killed in Special Forces raid, airstrikes in Laghman and Baghlan, 4 Jddne 2019,
855EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019
- 30 June 2020url; Khaama Press, 52 militants killed, 33 wounded as Afghan forces repulse Taliban attack in Baghlan, 30
July 2019url

856 Khaama Press, Taliban militants take control of the strategic Kayan Valley in Baghlan province, 2 July 2bi®ia,

Taliban overruns area in N. Afghanistan's Baghlan provihdaly 201rl

857 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Ma®39 May 2019url

858 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Julyl® 18 July 201%url

859 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 4 October 20619,

860t | 2Kg21 ! FAKIY bSgasx {SOdNAGe FT2NOSa NBGI ] Submiriespt 2F . |
Afghan Forces Retake GuzargaNoor District of Baghlar, February 202Qrl; UNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its
implications for internatioal peace and securitp/74/582¢S/2019/935 10 December 201!, p. 6
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More than half of the 118 reported incidents of explosions/remote violence, registered by ACLED in
Baghlan between March2019 and 3@une2020, were incidents where the Taliban or unidentified
armedgroups used roadside bombs or IEDs, including pregsate IED¥! or magnetic bomb$?to

target security force&® These incidents represented %4 of all violent incidents in Baghlprovince

and at times resulted in civilian casualties, for example oMa}2019 when explosives attached to
vehicles went off in dBY K dZ3*Foh 4June2019 when people leaving a mosque after Eid prayers

in Nahrin district were hit by a bomb explos? or on 4November2019, when a road mine blast hit

a family in Dang Shahabuddin area of d&Y K dz\Ciyde®

Over one third of the reported incidents of explosions/remote violence and representifiy dDall

violent incidents registered by ACLED aglidan province between March2019 and 3Qune2020

were air/drone strike$®” Air strikes were mainly carried out in d&Y K dzY. NAT K&EWI yRaRdR

5 | K S IK ddisflicts and most were carried out by Afghan forces, while some were attributed to
US force$® While those air strikes inflicted losses among AGEs, some also caused civilian casualties,
as happened ih d&Y K dz¥iNdy 2019 and April 2038

ACLEDcoded a few incidents of shelling in Baghlan province betwedviartth2019 and
30June202087° Some of those attributed to ANDSF caused civilian casualties as happened in Nahrin
district on 23September2019 when a group of children were killed when anxpleded rocket shell

went off while they were playirfgtor int d&Y K dzémMBMarch2020 when a mortar shell fired from

a military base hit a civilian home, killing one person and wounding four offfers.

Twenty two incidents categorised by ACLED as violence against civilians represgnoéclbviolent
events in Baghlan province betweehrch2019 and 3Qune2020%3These included the kidnapping
and/or killing by armed groups, including the Talibahanoff-duty soldier in. I 3 KEWH JRAlhe

861 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Monthly Humanitarian Update (October 2019), 23 Novembeu2019,
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killed, as many wounded in PeKhumri blast, 19 March 2018tl; Pajhwok Afghan News, Baghlaolice official killed in
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14 wounded in an explosion in Baghlan province, 4 June 20119,
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Afghanistan4 November 2019rl; Pajhwok Afghan News, 8 of a family killed in Baghlan roadside bomboyefber

2019,url
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June 2020, 27 July 2020}, p. 17
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872Ppajhwok Afghan News, 1 killed, 4 wounded in Baghlan mortar strike, 9 Marchu2D20,
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2019, of government representatives and employees neadff Y K dz¥rN&ugust 20195, of
civilians in Nahrin district in September 26%9of education personnel in Nahriistrict in May 2019
andin. I IKEWFYWRA R | Yy R isNbdefber 2B1%Zarid M Kiling of a truck driver B 2 & K A
district in February 20288 Unknown armed men killed five members of one family in Deh Salah
district on 16April202087° An imamsuccumbed to his injuries after being beaten for performing the
funeral of a local police officer in Dahan&huri district in June 2028 Taliban sources reported
incidents of Afghan security forces killing civilians in targeted attacks or during tiope2® In
addition to the incidents registered by ACLED, UNAMA documented the killing of the brother of a
Taliban fighter by the ALP ind&Y K dz\distdict on 25November2019 as an act of revenge for the
killing of one of their commanders. Two othevitians were wounded in the incidefft2

There were reports from the nortkastern region, including from Baghlan provingkglectricity and
mobile phone networks being interrupted before and during the presidential election in September
201982 Baghlan was, after Kunduz, the province with the sedomaest turnout numbers for the
presidential election of 28eptember2019 in Afghanistan. This was, as in Kunduz, attributed to bad
security. The main roads connecting Baghlan to Kabul, Magariatnd Kunduz were blocked by the
Taliban. Direct attacks on pollimgntresand rocket shelling were reported fron d&Y K dz¥amdin
Doshi district$#*

In April 2019 the Baghlan police chief announced the establishment of new checkpoints to improve
securityalong the BaghlaBalkhHighway?®® The Taliban however carried out attacks on checkpoints

on the BaghlarBamangaiiighwayin March and May 2019 and in January 2628nd on the Kunduz
BaghlanHighway in July 2019, January and February 282t At G y1 SNJ RNAGSNE |y
LISGNRBE Sdzy O2YLI yASa O2YLIX FAYSR Ay al NOK Ham@p 02
LI NI A Odzf | NISB KB NR dzif R1OB K g¢BRNRA Alyy R dX¥ St | I A 8% FQIKSMNEG A
Faar O1F y2lyYSNeBA fg Hia NIBNMRE NN SR RNBYNR @I Ay alé Hamgpod
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doctor was killed and several patients were injuf@According to further investigation by UNAMA,

the doctor had received dead threats from the TaliB#NAMA also documented the forced closure

of 11 clinics in different districts of Baghlan province orivie® 2019. All were reopened within the

next week8%?

In its report covering 2019 UNAMA noted that in certain parts of Afghanistan, including Baghlan,
several private telecommunications companies, with the exception of Salaam Telecommunications,
shut down their services in the evening following up on esdssued by the Taliban in order to prevent
being tracked down or targeted during operatidii3.

2 KAETS FTNYSR OflFaKSa oSNB (GKS LINBGIHtESyild GeLlsS 27
districts, Pule Khumri showed a somewhat different conflipattern with nearly one out of four
incidents involving the use of IEP9$The police headquarters in d&Y K dzCiNdvere the target of

a coordinated attack, involving a suicide bombing, didy2019%%° On 2February2020Q, a suicide
bomber detonated his explosives before he had reached his target, an engagement cerentongf in
SY K dz¥hshch attacks, which have been carried out in other larger cities in Afghanistan #§ well
were not reported from other districts in Batn province’®®

In late August, early Septemer 2019, the Taliban attacked and penetrated three provincial centres in
2yS $S8S1Qa GAYSI FANRG VY dKiudd and thely Fa@i® Aflerthd/ing T2 f 2
been driven out of Kunduz followirtigeir attack on the city, several Taliban fighters reportedly moved

to Baghlan province where they launched an offensive on the provincial capital on

1 September2019°° They were able to enter deep into the city and hold out for several days. This

was the first such attack for RalKhumri®®* During the attack, the Taliban forcibly entered residential

homes? According to the head of the provincial council in Baghlaayly fighting caused people to

panic and to try to fle€® The attackers were pushed back, but clashes continued on the outskirts of
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the city in the following day¥* According to a diplomatic source interviewed by the Norwegian
Country of Origin Informatin centre, Landinfo, in October 2019, the fall of provincial capitals Kunduz,
Pute Khumri and Talogan (Takhar) was prevented due to air st¥fReSivilian casualties and
displacement were reporte®® While operations where carried out for reopening the Kalokth

and the Pue KhumriMazarHighway$§®’, exit routes from the city remained contested and movement
obstructed during more than a week following the att&€Checkpoints established by the ibah in
Baghlare Jadid district were obstructing traffic to the north, although civilians were reportedly
allowed to pas$? Telecommunications and road movements were intermittently disrugfédlocal
a2dz2NDOS&a RSAONAROSR (12 ! ! btedKytiie etel8 With &kpals andsfidpst 6 S N.
closed, electricity and water cut off and a sharp increase in food ptites.

In October 2019shopkeepers complained about insecurity due to Taliban presence and daily firing in
the city impacting their businessestind&Y K dz{*NJ

Taliban presence lead to regular attacks, fighting and security operations during the reporting period
in some areasft d&Y K dzYshich as Dand Ghori (not to confuse with DahameGhuri district, also

in Baghlan province) in April, July, October and Decemberf¥DThashma Sher in July 2019 or
Dande Shahabuddin in Octobe2019%° A largescale operation repdedly resulted in the
displacement of thousands of families from Dam&hori and Daneé Shahabuddin areas in October
201996

2.4.3.2 Displacement

UNOCHAegularlyreported how continued clashes between AGEs and the ANDSF in Baghlan caused
displacement in the reporting periotl’

904 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Update on the situation in Kunduz city aredkhuimri Flash Update No.3, 3 September 2019,
url; Tolonews, Highways Remain Closed As Clashes Continue In Baghlan, 2 Septembdr 2019,, RuttigT., Taleban
attacks on Kunduz and PallKhumri: Symbolic operations, AAN, 11 September 2019,

905Norway, Landinfo, Afghanistan: Sikkerhetssituasjon og konfliktmgnster i 2019, 22 JanuayrR@p027-28

906 Pajhwok Afghan News, Civilians, military personnel among 63 killed in Baghlan clashes, 2 Septembdy 2019,
UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (26 AgduSeptember 2019), 4 September 2008; UNOCHA,
Afghanistan: Update on the situation in Kunduz city andePkihumri Flash Update No.3, 3 September 2QtD,

Wt 2Kg21 ! FAKLY bSgaz ¢LfAolyQa aKlFR2g I208SNA2NI FY2y3I no N
908 Tolonews, Baghlan Clashes Enter Sixth Day, 6 Septemben28&e alsoUNOCHA, Afghanistan: Flash Updatel 2l

in armed clashes in Kunduz city and new clashes #e-Raumri, 1 September 2018tl; Xinhua, Afghan fighting gets
intensified amid reported progress in U-Raliban talks, 9 September 2018l; Al Jagera, Trump cancels Taliban talks:
What does it mean for Afghanistan?, 8 September 2019 Kabul Press, US Peace Talk with the TalibBalitsanization of
Afghanistan, 3 September 201@]

909 Ali, O., RuttigT., Taleban attacks on Kunduz andé’kihumri: Symbolic operations, AAN, 11 September 2019,
910UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (26 AgduSeptember 2019), 4 September 208; Tolonews,
Special Forces Launch Clearance Operations In Baghlan, 4 Septembeirl2019,

911 Ali, O., Ruttig ., Taleban attacks on Kunduz and-@#lhumri: Symbolic operations, AAN, 11 September 2019,

912 pgjhwok Afghan News, Growing insecurity worries Baghlan shopkeepers, 13 Octobarr019,

913 Pajhwok Afghan New8aghlan 371 displaced families in need of urgent assistaAd®pril 2019url; Pajhwok Afghan
News, 5 security personnel killed, 14 injured in Baghléackt 3 July 201%rl; Pajhwok Afghan News, Massive operations
launched against Taliban in Baghlan, 17 October 201:9%ajhwok Afghan News, 22 rebels eliminated in Helmand, Baghlan
operations, 24 December 2019x|

914Khaama press, Special Forces rescue 2 oil tanker drivers, kill 5 Taliban militants in Baghlan, 18 dudly 2019,

915 pajhwok Afghan News, Massive operations launched against Taliban in Baghlan, 17 Octohat 2019,

916 Pajhwok Afghan News, Baghlan IDPsgent need of humanitarian assistance, 30 October 219,

917 UNOCHAAfghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (I September 201995 September 2018y1; UNOCHA,
Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (29 September 2019 October2019,url; UNOCHAAfghanistan: Weekly
Humanitarian Update (30 Septembeb October 2019)9 October 2019url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian
Update (21 Octobeg 27 October 2019), 30 October 2018[; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Upda¢el (¢
November 2019), 13 November 2018l; UNOCHAAfghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (117 November 2019)
21 November 2019rl; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Huiterian Update (25 Novemberl December 2019), 4
December 2019rl; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (2 Decep@i@ecember 2019), 11 December
2019,url; UNOCHAAfghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (9 DecengiEs December 201918 December 2019rl;
UNOCHAAfghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (23 Decemi28r December 201981 December 201rl;


https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/flash_update_3_-_update_on_the_situation_in_kunduz_city_and_pul-e-khumri_-_3_september_2019.pdf
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/highways-remain-closed-clashes-continue-baghlan
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/taleban-attacks-on-kunduz-and-pul-e-khumri-symbolic-operations/
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Temanotat-Afghanistan-Sikkerhetssituasjonen-og-konfliktm%C3%B8nster-i-2019-22012020.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/09/02/civilians-military-personnel-among-63-killed-baghlan-clashes
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Weekly-1-Sept.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/flash_update_3_-_update_on_the_situation_in_kunduz_city_and_pul-e-khumri_-_3_september_2019.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/09/05/taliban%E2%80%99s-shadow-governor-among-43-rebels-killed-baghlan
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/baghlan-clashes-enter-sixth-day
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/flash_update_2_-_armed_clashes_in_kunduz_city_and_new_clashes_pule-khumri_-_1_sep_2019.pdf
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-09/07/c_138374060.htm
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/09/trump-cancels-taliban-talks-afghanistan-190908111911229.html
https://www.kabulpress.org/article240655.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/taleban-attacks-on-kunduz-and-pul-e-khumri-symbolic-operations/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Weekly-1-Sept.pdf
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/special-forces-launch-clearance-operations-baghlan
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/taleban-attacks-on-kunduz-and-pul-e-khumri-symbolic-operations/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/10/13/growing-insecurity-worries-baghlan-shopkeepers
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/04/04/baghlan-371-displaced-families-need-urgent-assistance
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/07/03/5-security-personnel-killed-14-injured-baghlan-attack
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/10/17/massive-operations-launched-against-taliban-baghlan
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/12/24/22-rebels-eliminated-helmand-baghlan-operations
https://www.khaama.com/special-forces-rescue-2-oil-tanker-drivers-kill-5-taliban-militants-in-baghlan-03975/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/10/17/massive-operations-launched-against-taliban-baghlan
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/10/30/baghlan-idps-urgent-need-humanitarian-assistance
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-16-22-september-2019
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-23-29-september-2019
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-30-september-6-october-2019
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly-28_october.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly-10_november_2019.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly-17_november_2019.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly-_1_december.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan_humanitarian_weekly-_8_december.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-9-december-15-december-2019
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-23-december-29-december-2019
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UNOCHA collected data for the periodMarch2019 ¢ 30June2020, reporting 4®69 persons

displaced by conflict from Baghlan province,%98f whom were displaced within the province itself.

The largest displacement occurredtind&Y K dz\dibtiict, especially in September 2019, after the

Taliban had launched an offensive on the provincial capftalhousands of people were displaced

from Burka in April and July 2019, from Baghkdaladid, mainly in October 2019, from Nahrin, mainly

in Sepember 2019 and fromD dzl | MEHzKI RAAINA OG& Ay hOG26SNI I yR 58
FNRY . dzNJF FYR blFEKNAY RA&AGNAOGA 6SNB RA&LX I OSR

RAALI F OSR Ay hOlU2B8WNRMR M2 ENRBY K&EBENR $Iy¥ K EtA L5
Ddzl | BEBdzKJ 6 SNBE RAALX I OSR (i 2°ndHe (a2 dpys ¢f Jung202NACKA NJ LINE ¢
Yy2GSR GKS WwYy2aid aA3IyATFTAOFyYyG RA-adsierh po8inc&yintluding y OS a
Baghlar??®

UNOCHA colléed data for the period March2019 ¢ 30June2020, reporting 4328 persons

displaced by conflict to Baghlan province, all displaced within the prowind&Y K dzYidsfed 80%

of all IDPs, most from within the district and a large group from Baghlidid in October 2019. Other

districts hosting people displaced to Baghlan province in the reporting pesiee Burka, Nahrin and

Baghlare Jadid.All or nearly all othe people displaced to those districts came frawthin the

respective district$?!

UNOCHAAfghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (30 December 261%nuary 20208 January 202Qrl; UNOCHA,
Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (6 Jandd® January 201915 January 202Q4rl; UNOCHAAfghanistan:
Weekly Humanitarian Update (10 Februar¥6 February 202019 February 2020url

918 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updahédrch 2020url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2Q20,See alsoUNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (26
Augustg 1 September 20191 September 201Yrl; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Update on the situation in Kunduz city and Pul
e-Khumri Flash Update Nq.3 September 2019rl; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update 293
September 20192 October 2019url

919 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updahédrch 2020url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2Q2D,

920 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Up(22eJune; 28 June 2020), 1 July 2020

92LUNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updaiddrch 2020url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12yJp020,url


https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-30-december-2019-5-january-2020
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https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-10-february-16-february-2020
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Weekly-1-Sept.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/flash_update_3_-_update_on_the_situation_in_kunduz_city_and_pul-e-khumri_-_3_september_2019.pdf
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https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan_humanitarian_weekly_28_june_2020.pdf
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
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2.5 Balkh

2.5.1 General description of the province

AFGHANISTAN: Balkh Province
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Map 5: Afghanistarg Balkhprovince source: UNOCH#&

Balkh province is located in the northern part of Afghanistan and has borderywityf Rdzl 'y R . | 3K
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According to estimates for 2022021 by NSIA the province has a population of 509183,
approximately 484192 of whom live in the provincial capit Mazare Sharif®. | £t {1 K Aa Iy
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922 UNOCHA, AfghanistarBalkh ProvinceDistrict AtlasApril2014,url

922UNOCHA, Afghanistan Northern region District Atlas, 13 April 201 GADM, Afghanistan [Map], 2018]

924 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential EleaiBimal results by Polling Stations: Province Balkh, 2020
AfghanistanNSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2020June 202Qurl, p. 31

925 AfghanistanNSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2020June 202Qurl, p. 31

926 pajhwok Afghan News, Background Profile of Balkh, urld.,

927US, Naval Postgraduate School, Balkh Provincial Revieywrh.d

928 Samuel Hall, Economic Assessment and Labour Market Survey ofiNseaif, Pul Khumri, Kandahar City and Kunduz
City, 16 January 201dtl, p. 43


https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Balkh.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Northern.pdf
https://gadm.org/maps/AFG_1.html
http://www.iec.org.af/results/en/home/finalresult_by_pc/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
http://elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/background-profile-balkh
https://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/balkh
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/economic-assessment-and-labour-market-survey-mazar-i-sharif-pul-i-khumri-kandahar
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2.5.2 Conflict background and actors in Balkh
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930 Austria, BFAStaatendokumentation, Afghanistarirports [Map], 25 March 203%riana Airlines, Flights schedule, n.d.,

url

931 Pajhwok Afghan NewMazari-SharifTurkeyEurope air corridor formally opens, 9 January 2Q4D,

932 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 20Enben2018url, pp. § 17

933 Reuters, Gunfight erupts in north Afghan city over police chief's appointment, 14 Marchi@0T®jonews,Taliban

Planning To Disrupt Balkh Security: Police CRRAugust 201r|

934 RFE/RL, Afghanistan's New Northern Flash Pointsun,dRFE/RL, Powerful Afghan Governor Resigns, Ending Standoff
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935 Reuters, Gunfight erupts in north Afghan city over police chief's appointment, 14 Marchu019,

936 RFE/RL, Rival Police Clash In North Afghan City In Spat Between Presi@entrar, 14 March 2019yl

937 SwedenLifosMigrationsverket, Sakerhetslaget i Afghanistan, 2020, 7 April 202(. 46
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gunmen seen behind insecurity in Maz&harif, 25 January 201&; Pajhwok Afghan News, 2 injured as gunmen loyal to

MPs clash in Balkh, 28 January 20&8,Pajhwok Afghan News, MaziaBharif garrison failing to bdtdgal gunmen:

Residents, 7 March 2018¢l; Pajhwok Afghan News, lllegal armed men threaten Ma&irarif security, 22 May 2018x;

Tolonews, Mazar Man Killed For His Motorcycle, 22 July 20118,

940 pajhwok Afghan News, Increasing crime incidents worry Balkh dwellers, 26 Octobenr2019,

941 pajhwok Afghan News, Undocumented vehicles, bikes being seized in Balkh, 27 October;Ziliél, Group (The),

Unknown Gunmen Kill 3 Employees of Private Company in Balkh Province, 28 Jurnel 2020,

942Reuters, Gunfight erupts in north Afghan city over police chief's appointment, 14 Marchu2019,
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https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-politics/gunfight-erupts-in-north-afghan-city-over-police-chiefs-appointment-idUSKCN1QV1RU
https://www.rferl.org/a/north-afghan-city-shut-down-amid-spat-between-powerful-ex-governor-president/29820887.html
https://lifos.migrationsverket.se/dokument?documentAttachmentId=47563
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/illegal-armed-men-‘-big-challenge-balkh’
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/01/28/2-injured-gunmen-loyal-mps-clash-balkh
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/05/22/illegal-armed-men-threaten-mazar-i-sharif-security
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/illegal-armed-men-‘-big-challenge-balkh’
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/01/25/illegal-gunmen-seen-behind-insecurity-mazar-i-sharif
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/01/28/2-injured-gunmen-loyal-mps-clash-balkh
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/03/07/mazar-i-sharif-garrison-failing-bar-illegal-gunmen-residents
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/05/22/illegal-armed-men-threaten-mazar-i-sharif-security
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/mazar-man-killed-his-motorcycle
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/10/26/increasing-crime-incidents-worry-balkh-dwellers
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/10/27/undocumented-vehicles-bikes-being-seized-balkh
https://tkg.af/english/2020/06/28/unknown-gunmen-kill-3-employees-of-private-company-in-balkh-province/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-politics/gunfight-erupts-in-north-afghan-city-over-police-chiefs-appointment-idUSKCN1QV1RU
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/08/18/taliban%E2%80%99s-influence-insecurity-grow-balkh?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/09/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html

921 EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REFGRANISTANSECURITY SITUATION

CS o0 NHzl RE yH ad /80 Hi@luNIdzZfE LINB GAY OALFf O2dzy OAf YSYOSNI
OKSOlLRAYy(la AY @I NAR2dza QOAff I ISHB 2R A NR RA&GNR O

As of 2July2020 an- 4 2 SaaYSy (2 b R) WésNifeR i @frequently updated map and

based on opert 2 dZzNOS AYF2NX I GA2Y T A Y RalibadO2 SR NRIf 6 SIRQIZ6 I/ K |
Chemtal YR %I NA RAAGNARAOGA |a wO2yiGSadSR@overymenti KS NB
O2y (i N2 hduBRNSaAaKSYRSKXZ || RAAGNARAOG (GKFG GKS bSg | 20N
O2yiNRft Ay BBSOSYOSNI HAMODD

[ 201t 2FFAOQMAAREBYR BDSENBG zy OfFAYSR Ay 5S0SY

AGa AyFtdsSyOS Ay | ff LINR
| 26 SOSNE y2 aSOdaNRARGe AyOA
mMa I NBDAKM dp WA 8afth @

In terms of the presence of government security forces, Balkh province is under the responsibility of

then niép b { KI KSSyltharzhheldi & KSI RljdzZ NISNAE Ay 58%®RIRA R
t NAYIFINRAE @ LINBaSyd |G olUsS2NIBFA YYIOAA G IFAYRS R | NI\ AY:
oA LINK#H NI AyOf dzRBYR yOR K S IfyTi2aNg B O% y Of dzZRSR Ay (@K
NBalLR2yaArAoAatAde 2F  GKS ¢ NI2AKGIK ! IRIPA RIBK 0124 ad A O K/ 2 N
2P WhiSa2f dzi S { dANIPKEF KL PAXZWI K Aad SR 08 DSN¥YIY
Alda KSI RIj dziNI{SREENIATD a | T I NJ

Members of pregovernment militias osoOF £ £t SR ! NBIF {Aad 60GKS GSNXY W! NbI
by the Taliban in reference to members of the Afghan Local Police or othegopsynment militias)

and local uprising commander forces are present in Balkh province and regular targets af Taliba
attacks®*

52aid S
GrAyOSa 2F (KS Y% NI KSNYy
yia ffte FAddN

2.5.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

2.5.3.1 General

In 2019,UNAMAdocumented 277 civilian casualties (108 deaths and 169 injured) in Balkh. This
represents an increase of 22 compared to 2018. Leadintpuses of casualties were ground
engagements, followed by nesuicide IEDs and targeted killif§3In the first half of 2020, UNAMA
ranked Balkh province first in terms of civilians most affected by the conflict, documenting 344 civilian
casualties in thgrovince®® Resolute Support recorded between 102 and 150 civilian casualties in
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Balkh in the first half of 202@Geporting similar numbers of civilian casualties between the first and
second quarter of 20267

ACLED collected data on 811 violements in Balkh province betweerMarch2019 and 3@une2020

FNRY NBLR2NIa Ay 2Ly a2dNOS&aX com 2F $KAOK ¢
A2t SyO0SQ YR my | &% m@kedrity gitGefion in Balkh yrévince Oadeeh f A |
deteriorating in 201%° and according to UN data, Balkh province was one of the four most active
areas of conflict in the first months of 2029With 195 incidents, Balkh stood out as the district where
ACLED recorded most violent events betwedviakch 2019 and 3@une2020, followed by K S Y i I f
and/ K I NJdidufcts, with more than 140 incidents each. Other districts where ACLED recorded over
40 incidents, were Sholgara and Dawlatabad and Zari. No violent events were registered by ACLED in
Marmul district!
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Figure7. Balkh- Evolution of security evestcoded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 March2019 to 30June2020, based on ACLED df4ta
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The majority of those armed clashes were attacks by the Taliban on Afghan security forces, including
police, ANA soldiers or NDS personnel and members efjgvernmentmilitias®® or attacks on

957 SIGARQuarterly Report To The United States Congr@8sApril 2020url, p. 69; SIGAR)uarterly Report To The United

States Congres80 July 202Qurl, p. 72

958 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACateD,[awa Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Balkh; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019
30 June 2020url

%9t  2Kg21 ! FAKFY bSgax ¢lftAolyQa AyFfukkSyOSs AyaSOdaNARi& 3ANRS
960 UNSG The situation i\fghanistan and its implications for international peace and secui4/753¢S/2020/21Q0 17

March 2020url, p. 5; UNBG The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and security
Al74/897¢S/2020/549 17 June 202Qurl, p. 5

961EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; EventsypBattles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civibaogrecision

code: 1 & 2;1 March 2019 30 June 2020r|

9%62EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, GtadtigesDAfghanistarBalkh,url

963EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Balkh; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019
30 June 2020l

964 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: December 2@1Bgecember 201rl; Tolonews, Eight ioemen Killed As Clashes
Intensity In North, 2 April 2018y1; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: October 204 @Qctober 2019url; NYTWar

Casualty Report: May-3, 9 May 2019url; NYT Afghan War Casualty Reportakth 20205 March 2020url; NYT Afghan

War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February 2020,


https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/08/18/taliban%E2%80%99s-influence-insecurity-grow-balkh?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://undocs.org/S/2020/210
https://undocs.org/S/2020/549
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-december-2019.html
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/eight-policemen-killed-clashes-intensity-north
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-october-2019.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/09/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-march-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/06/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-february-2020.html

941 EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REFGRANISTANSECURITY SITUATION

military or police facilities such as checkpoifitand base¥®and on convoy¥’and vehicle$® These

incidents at times resulted in civilian casualties, as for example in Sawrian villadé inNJdigafict

on 3August2019%° in the Alamkhel area of Balktistrict on 17March202F7, or in the Maidan

Hawai area of Dawlatatabd district on May 2020°"! Attacks by the Taliban on government officials

and employees were also included under armed clashes by ACI®GD30MarchH n Bl Taliban

attackedl O2y @2e& CGIANNESARAARSFANINEDISY @ ! 6 Rdz WKABSRA BB ¥ 0
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Operations, such as Operation Walid 40 launched in March®20h9LJS NJ G A Z8jA ApFiK2D1O A R
and Operation Shaheen 611 in April 262@nd attacks carried out by Afghan security forces against
AGE%¥®were also registered under battles by ACLED. Most of those were carried out in August 2019
and January 2020° Some of these operations were backed bystiikes, for example it KS Y (i | €
district in March and August 2019 or/inK I NJnd#ine dnd July 20£%.
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Air/drone strikes represented1 % of all reported violent incidents in Balkh betweeMarch2019

and 30June2020%*Nearly three out of four air strikes in Balkh province were carried out in following
four districts:/ K S Y, Chaibulak, Balkh and Sholgara. Most air strikes were carried out by Afghan
forces, while some were attributed to US foré&While air strikesriflicted losses among AGEsand
destroyed their facilities or equipmeift, some also caused civilian casualties such as the air strikes
carried out on 28anuary2020 in Boki village of Balklistrict during which at least six civilians were
killed, whena bomb hit their homé&® In May 2020 civilians, reportedly forced by the Taliban to
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destroy a main road in Balkh district in order to obstruct government forces, were killed and wounded
by air strike$?°In the first half of 2020, UNAMA documented moreuhhalf of all civilian casualties
as a result of Afghan Air Force stirkes in Kunduz and Balkh proviné&s.

AGEs using roadside bombs or IED®metimes VBED$ or pressure plate IEE? - to target
security force¥% or government official8% represented ®o of all reported security incidents in
Balkh between March2019 and 3@une20201°° Some of these incidents resulted in casualties
among civiliang®®This happened for example on 16ly2019in/ K | NJdidaictwhen an IED went
off while children were playing in the area killing two of tHé€t or on 18August2019 when a civilian
vehicle hit a roadside bomb in Dawlat Abdidtrict. At least 10 civilians, nearly all members of the
same family, were reportecthave died2%®

Mortars fired by Afghan forces in Zari district in January and February 2020 and rockets fired by the
Taliban i K S Ydistridt in March 2020 caused civilian casualtfés.

Eighteen incidents categorised by ACLED as violence against civilians included the kitfidgtef

police personnéf®®, the abduction and killing of civilians by the Taliban axpiil2020 in{ K2 f 3| NB K
district®* and the killing of civilians in operatis by security forces, as reported by the Talifaf.

These incidents represented?2 of all violent events in Balkh province betweeMdrch2019 and
30June20201°%|n addition to the incidents registered by ACLED, UNAMA documented the abduction

of five fuel truck drivers by the Taliban at one of their checkpoints/ ifK | NDdifridt pn

11 October2019 until their companpaid AFN30 000 per tankero
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UNAMA notes a consistent pattein the use of civilian locations by AGEs when carrying out their
attacks in Afghanistan, which exposes civilians to risks of attapgfobyovernmentforces lllustrating

this, UNAMA documented a ground engagement ik S Ydistridt in March 2019, when thefghan

National Army fired a mortar round towards Taliban fighters who were hiding in residential homes.

The mortar landed on a civilian home, killing three civilians includingyseaixold boy, and injuring

three children!®®® Another example was an attackn a convoy of Afghan security forces on

23 June2019, during which Taliban fighters were hiding in shops in a bazaar indgatidt. As a result

2F GKS JI2FSNYYSyd F2NOSaQ NBalLlyasS G2 YW wdle  dd O
ff SSAy3 FFASNI KIGAy3a FGdlFO1SR GKS LRtAOS KSI RIjdz
on 1 May 2020, the Taliban tried to hide in civilian houses and killed a civilian who refused to open the

door 1017

There were reports from th@orthern region, which includes Balkh province, about electricity and
mobile phone networks being interrupted before and during the presidential election in September
2019198 However, in contrast to other northern provinces, AAN did not observe a telecaication

ban in Balkh. In some districts not all networks were acfiteThe election campaign office of
President Ghani was attacked by unidentified gunmen oBeptembei20191°%° After a security
meeting in advance of the elections the Independent Elec@ommission announced that 33 polling
centres located i K S Y i K f NI DRawvlatdbad, Shortepa gnK 2 f Bistiels, kvould not open

on election day®?

FE1K gFa 2yS 2F GKS F2dzNJ YFAY LINRPGAYyOSa Ay | T3k
Ff2y3 GKS YI 22N N2 RIPAKS NEK S & KB NIRS WjJAANINZ SNF 2 FY @ M.
0KS #IKIAIONINEREK gAlye | dz3 d2&Xi¢ KiSnmebdf A6y NBLIZ2 NI SRfe&
OKSO1LRAYyGA Ift2y3 (KS Kovarént éndployyelR\ F PR Sataliy St A y
incidents along thea | TH KA 6 S NEHXKK: dyeré reported in MarcH?, Aprif®2® and October

2019°?"and continued to be reported in 2028, including during the week of reduction in violence

at the end of February 2020 agreed between the Taliban and the United $t&tesotesters blocked

thea I T4 AIA 0 SINEBKKI &Y @ Wdzy S Hamdp F TASENISRKR2 I RA fliRE YA P33 NS
AY | aSOdzNRAGe 2L8NF GA2y 2y (KIG KAIKglLeod

Within the framework of its attacks on health care initiative, the World Health Organisation (WHO) did

not register such attacks in Balkh province in 28890n 9July2019,the Taliban attacked a police
checkpoint, that had been providing security fonaspital in Dawlat Abadistrict. One police officer
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was killed, another was woundéff2UNAMA recorded the looting of medical supplies by ANA in Zari
district on 26April2020. The medical supplies belonged to an NGO, accused by the ANA of supporting
the Taliban with those supplié8*

Education personnel from various districts in Balkh proe, backed by the provincial council head,
complained in August 2019 to Afghan news agency Pajhwok about ongoing conflict and clashes
impacting the education process and school attendance. The Halibation Director, however,
confirmed increasing insadty in some districts but claimed no serious problems were repoft&d.

In June 2020, through its Twitter account, the Kaimged news service Repodtg cited residents of
Balkh district saying that the Taliban blocked access to water and communicaieorks in the
district.10%®

The conflict pattern in Mazee Sharif district, which includes the provincial capital, was different from
the general pattern in Balkh province and in its different districts. Also Ma&irarif was one of the
districts In Blkh province where a lower number of incidents were report&é.

ACLED registered 19 violent incidents in Maza$harif district between WMarch2019 and
30June2020 representing around% of all violent events recorded by ACLED in Bakince in that
period. While ACLED categorised at leas¥®66f the violent incidents in the different districts of Balkh
province as battles, in Mazar Sharif this event type represented 3 of all violent incident®3”

Over half of the reported viotg incidents in Mazae Sharif were landmine or IED explosions, whereas

in the other districts that type of incidents represented under92%nd in most districts even under
10% of all violent incidents. No air strikes were reported in Maz&harif-°® At least 18 people,
including civilians, were injured when an IED attached to a bicycle exphitdede of the busiest
intersectionsin Mazare Sharif on 1Decembei20191°° A magnetic IED detonated near a public
bathhouse in PD10 of Mazar Sharif on 4amuary2020, killing one civilian and wounding three
others1%*°On 14Januarn®2020, an explosion in PD9 of MazaBharifCity, reportedly in front of the
residence of the Balkh district governor, killed two children. This was followed by another explosion
wounding at least seven civiliat§?!

The two incidents of violence against civilians registered by ACLED ind/aharit’*? included the
beheading of a §ear old girl on 3@eptember2019 and the killing af a religious scholar on
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12 October2019 by unidentified armed mefi*® In addition Pajhwok reported on the killing of a
primary court judge by unidentified armed men in PDof the city on #ugust20191044

Mazare Sharif was the scenef clashes in the context of political disputes and powerplay in the
reporting period. On 1March2019, gunfire broke out between militia fighters loyal to former
Governor Mohammad Atta Noor and Interior Ministry forces sent to escort and support the new
provincial police chief, appointed by President Ashraf Ghani. As a result more than a dozen people,
police officers as well as civilians, were wound¥8lA clash between local police and local jihadi
commanders on ®May 2019 resulted in two people, including one civilian, being killed and five people,
including three civilians, being wound&®On 14December2019, heavy fighting erupted and lasted

for nealy 24 hours between Afghan security forces and fighters loyal to local militia commander and
former police chief for Faryab, Nizamuddin QaisétyThe battle caused residents to flee the
neighbourhood, while the two sides were shelling each off#rNearly civilian houses were
damaged®4°

Presidential election day, on Z&ptember2019, was a quiet day in MazarSharif, with little visible
security measures an no visible checkpoints. Despite the fact that sources described the situation in
the city assecure, allowing the people in the city to go out to vote, turnout was low compared to
previous electiong®®

Sources consulted by Landinfo during its faatling mission at the end of October 2019, were of the
opinion that the security situation in Mazar Sharif had worsened in 2019, compared to 2018, but
attributed this mainly to crime and to a small extent to conflielated violence®! Residents of
Mazare Sharif complained to Pajhwok in 2019 and 2020 about a worsening security situation and
increasng crime in the city, mentioning the presence of illegal armed men who were involved in
robberies, murders and chad¥?

2.5.3.2 Displaement

UNOCHA collected data for the periodMarch2019 ¢ 30June2020, reporting 2253 persons
displaced fronBalkh province, more than 9% of whom were displaced within the province its&tf.

Most were displaced from Zari, mostly in July and September 2019 and March 2020, due to conflict,
heavy fighting between security forces and the Taliban anérairground operations against the
Talibai®* and from Sholgarah, in particular in May 2020 and also in July and August 2019, when
security operations were reportef®>Large groups were displaced framK S Ydistridt, especially in

1043NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Octobefl 904 October 2019url

1044pajhwok Afghan News, Primary court judge gunned down in Balkh, 8 Augusu019,

1045RFE/RL, Rival Police Clash In North Afghan City In Spat Between Presi@entraar, 14 March 2019yl; Reuters,
Gunfight erupts in north Afghan city over police chief's appointment, 14 March 200 #P, Afghans probe US mistaken
airstrike of Afghan army base, 14 March 20d®, Pajhwok Afghan News, Balkh: Gunfire erupts after talks on new police
chieffail, 14 March 2019rl

1046 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Ma® 39 May 2019url

1047NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: December 2G1December 2019Url; Khaama PresBREAKING: Government
AlU2NXYa I 6+ NI2NRQa K2YS gAGK 1 StAO2LIGSNI IdzyaKALIA Ay y2NIKS]
15 December 201%rl

1048NYT Afghan Warlord Escapes Arrest as Troops Turn City Into a War Zone, 16 December 2019,

1049Tolonews, Fight To Arrest Qaisari in Mag&harif Ongoing, 15 December 2008,

0501 | by ! FAKE YA &Gy Gdervationa iiom Kéan8abai, Xakhar, Wandakdald Balkh, 4 October 2019,
1051Norway, Lanohfo, Afghanistan. Sikkerhetssituasjonen i Balkhprovinsen i 2019, 6 Aprill2030,13

1052pajhwok Afghan News, Balkh polickitey action against illegal armed men: Chief, 10 June 20 ®ajhwok Afghan
News, Balkh police record over 800 crimes in six months, T&gb2020 url

1053UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 MarchugpROOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12yJp020,url

1054pajhwok Afghan New3aliban claims capturing Zari dist in Balkh 3 September 201%rl; Pajhwok Afghan News,
Shadow district chief among 8 Taliban killed in Ba#zhSeptember 2019y1; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian
Update (24 Februarg 1 March 2020), 4 March 2020c!
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-october-2019.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/08/08/primary-court-judge-gunned-down-balkh
https://www.rferl.org/a/north-afghan-city-shut-down-amid-spat-between-powerful-ex-governor-president/29820887.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-politics/gunfight-erupts-in-north-afghan-city-over-police-chiefs-appointment-idUSKCN1QV1RU
https://apnews.com/5a19c9cd95834a7a8ca6edfc02f2befd
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/03/14/balkh-gunfire-erupts-after-talks-new-police-chief-fail
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/09/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-december-2019.html
https://www.khaama.com/breaking-government-storms-qaisaris-home-with-helicopter-gunships-as-he-refuses-to-surrender-to-security-forces-181819/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/16/world/asia/afghanistan-Qaisari-arrest.html
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/fight-arrest-qaisari-mazar-e-sharif-ongoing
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-13-14-observations-from-kandahar-takhar-wardak-and-balkh/
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Temanotat-Afganistan-Sikkerhetssituasjonen-i-Balkh-06042020.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/06/10/balkh-police-taking-action-against-illegal-armed-men-chief
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/02/17/balkh-police-record-over-800-crimes-six-months
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/09/03/taliban-claims-capturing-zari-district-balkh
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/09/22/shadow-district-chief-among-8-taliban-killed-balkh
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly_1_march.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/08/18/taliban%E2%80%99s-influence-insecurity-grow-balkh?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
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July 2019 and February 2020, wherLEO registered most violent incidents th€f& from Charbulak

district, in particular in April 2019 and from Dawlatabad, mostly in February 2020. People were also
displaced from Nake Shabhi district in September 20He to attacks by AGEs around elentitay >’

and from Shortepa district in January 2020 due to military operations in that di¥fidthe majority

of the IDPs from different districts in Balkh province were displaced to-Blémahi district or to
Mazare Sharif. Although insecurity and ftgig reportedly caused people to flee in Balkh distff®

only seven IDPs were registered by UNOCHA from that district in June 2020. UNOCHA also did not
register conflicinduced displacement from Mazar Sharif district®®°

UNOCHA collected data for thgeriod 1 March2019 ¢ 30June2020, reporting 28987 persons
displacedo Balkh provinceln addition to the 22176 people displaced within the province, Balkh also
hosted IDPs from Faryab province and to a lesser extent from Jawzjan amB@provincesMazar

e Sharif, Nah#e Shahi, Sholgareh and Charkent were the only districts hosting IDPs in the reporting
period. Almost two out of three IDPs displaced to Balkh province were displaced teeNgthathi
district, including all IDPs from Zarstlict and all IDPs displaced from within the district itself in
September 2019. Mazar Sharif hosted about one third of all IDPs displaced to Balkh pro¥fice.

1056EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Balkh; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019
30 June 2020l

1057ERM (Emergency Response Mechanism), Household Assessment report, 20 Octoher 2019,

1058UNOCHA (United Nations Office for the Coortiaraof Humanitarian Affairs), Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian

Update (27 January2 February 2020), 5 February 2024,

1059pajhwokl FAKEY bSgazX ¢FfAOFYQE AYyTFidSyO&ls AyaSOdaNAiGE INRBG AY
1060 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflictflasement 2019, last updated: 3 March 202€; UNOCHA, Afghanistaoi@lict

Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2Q2D,

1061 UNOCHAAfghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 20RQNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2Q2D,


https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/2019/11/Conflict-Affected-IDPs-assessment-in-Nahri-Shah-District-of-Balkh-by-DACAAR-%2820-October-2019%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly-02_february.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/08/18/taliban%E2%80%99s-influence-insecurity-grow-balkh?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
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2.6 Bamyan

2.6.1 General description of the province

AFGHANISTAN: Bamyan Province & OCHA
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Baghlan
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Sar-e-Pul
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Map 6: Afghanistang Bamyarprovince source: UNOCH®&?
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1062UNOCHA, AfghanistarBamyan ProvinceDistrict AtlasApril 2014, url

1063UNOCHA, Afghanistan Bamyan Provirlosstrict Atlas, April 2014url

1064pajhwok Afghan News, Elections 2019: Bamyan Province Background Profilg] n.d.,

1065 Afghanistan, IE@fghanistar2019 Presidendl Elections FinalResults by Pollingtations: Province Bamyan, 202@l;
Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan-2020une 202Qrl, p. 19

1066 Ruttig, T., The Afghanistan Elect Conundrum (12): Good News and Bad News About District Numbers, AAN, 16
August 2018url

1067 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan-2020June 2020url, p. 5

1068 ACCORD, Anfrelgeantwortung zu Afghanistan: Informationen zur Volksgruppe der Sadat (Sayed, Sayyed, Sadaat,
Sayyid, Sayid, Sayeed [Query response on Afghanistan: Information on the ethnic group of the Sadat (Sayed, Sayyed,
Sadaat, Sayyid, Sayid, Sayeed)], 25 Octobet,20iQaane, E., One Land, Two Rules (9): Delivering Public Services in
InsurgencyAffected Jalrez District of Wardak Province, AAN, 16 December 2019,

1069 Al Jazeera, Afghanistan: Who Are the Hazaras?, 27 Junel2D16,


https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Bamyan.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Bamyan.pdf
http://elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/background-profile-bamyan-province
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https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/the-afghanistan-election-conundrum-12-good-news-and-bad-news-about-district-numbers/
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/1453765.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/one-land-two-rules-9-delivering-public-services-in-insurgency-affected-jalrez-district-of-wardak-province/
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/06/afghanistan-hazaras-160623093601127.html
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2.6.2 Conflict background and actors in Bamyan
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1070ysS, Naval Postgraduate School, Bamyan Provincial Overviewrh.d.,
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Sayyid, Sayid, Sayeed) [Query response on Afghanistan: Information on the ethnic group of the Sadat (Sayed, Sayyed,
Sadaat, Sayyid, Sayid, Sayeed)], 25 October 20117,

1072pajhwok Afghan News, Elections 2019: Bamyan Province Background Profilg] n.d.,

1073Khaama Press, Kam Air StarteBiiCommercial Flights to Bamyan for the First Time, 9 March 216,

1074Kam Air, Route Map: Domestic Routes, 2Q2D,

1075 pajhwok Afghan News, Hajigak Pass Reopens for Traffic, 26 Apribd015,

1076\World Bank (The), Trastéindukush Road Connectivity Project, 24 October 2048,

1077 Al Jazeera, Afghanistan: Who are the Hazaras?, 27 Junew2D16,

1078 pajhwok Afghan News, More Than 200,d@Qrrists Visit Bamyan This Year, 3 September 20f National (The),
Coronavirus Shatters Tourism Hopes in Afghanistan's Bamyan Province, 26 Aprit2020,

1079pajhwok Afghan News, More Than 200,000 Tourists Visit Bamyan This Year, 3 Septemher 2017,

1080National (The), Coronavirus Shatters Tourism Hopes in Afghanistan's Bamyan Province, 26 Aprll 2020,
1081NODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November2@185

1082Bjelica, J., New World Drug Report: Opium Production in Afghanistan Remained the Same il\R029,J4ne 2020,

url

1083Khaama Press, Traditional Dambora Musical Festival Organized in Bamyiaoe? 8% June 2018yl; Al Jazeera, Low
Turnout, Technical Glitches Mark Afghan Presidential Election, 28 Septembeug@pR@porterly, Challenges of the 2019
Elections: Bamyan, a Province with Heavy Preparedness and Soaring Uncertainty, 31 August 2019,

w8452 3 | FIKFYyAAGEIYY W [GSyd Lyadidl @iRFEVRLEAgEaR YalibAr WiaStsswhatk S t A O
It Hasn't Been Able to Hold: Hazara Regions, 13 November @018ational (The), Fears of Violence and Fraud Hang over
Afghan Presidential Election, 26 September 2Qt8 An international organisation Landinfo spoke to in October 2019.
Norway, Landinfo, Afghanistan: Sikkerhetssituasjon og konfliktmonster i 2019, 22 JanuayrR@#012-13; Sweden,
Lifos/Migrationsverket, Sakerhetslaget i Afghanistan (Version 2.0), 7 April @028p. 12, 51

1085 pgjhwok Afghan News, 2017 Causalities: Nearly 25,000 People Killed, Wounded in Afghanistan, 14 Janudry 2018,
1088 UNAMA, BamyaReligious Scholars Gather to Discuss P&atigling in Afghanistan, 20 November 20,
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https://www.kamair.com/plan-my-trip/route-map
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https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/procurement-detail/OP00058929?lang=en&id=OP00058929
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/06/afghanistan-hazaras-160623093601127.html
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https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-a-latent-instability-dominates-the-picture/a-37925957
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https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Temanotat-Afghanistan-Sikkerhetssituasjonen-og-konfliktm%C3%B8nster-i-2019-22012020.pdf
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w32 @S MR2WIyRR 2 NS R dzy RSSTiheSpxavincidl SdpiakbBamyan City, is reported to be

under government control®®According to an international source Landinfo spoke to in October 2019,

the Taliban have no local presence in Bamyan province. However, infiltration of the Taliban from the

neighbouring district of Tala Wa Barfak in Baghlan province has been reporteling attacks at

checkpoints and abductiod8®® Ly { SLIISYOSNI namdpZ ! bh/ 1! NBELR NI
FY&FyQa RAAGNROGA YI KYI NRstdteyaed gfodpsP INMaR 2830, (G 2 |

the UN Security Council reported on a reorgation of the Taliban shadow governance and military

structure in several provinces, with key new appointments made in Bamyan prd¥ihce.

S
o}

According to AAN analyst Ehsan Qaane, insecurity in the insurgéfiecyed Jalrez district of Wardak

province has widr ramifications for the security situation in the Hazarajat region (including Bamyan

LINE GAYOS0Z WIAAQPSY (GKS AYLERNIIFIYyOS 27F LI aa®y3a KN
The KabuBamyan Highway, often referred to as the Death Road/V&#e has been reported as

unsafe!®® According to two international sources Landinfo spoke to in October 2019, 10 to
15kilometres on the KabtBamyan Highway have been controlled by the Taliban for several {/&ars.

In December 2019, Qaane reported onkKldmetres of this highway, connecting the Hazarajat region

to the Afghan capital, under Taliban contt®® Roadblocks/checkpoints and IED emplacement by

armed opposition groups have been reportét] as well ad.JS2 L S o0%¥xy I3 A R¥t LBERB R
OLI aaSyaSNB ¢2NJAYy3a F2N GKS ! FIKIYy 3F20SWNIPESYyis b
¢FftAOlLY YAfAGIyGaed ¢KS @GAOlAYa 6SNB YlLAyfte 1Tl
I T F NI 2158 mds Bedpandents of the Asia Founlla2 y Q& wHAamd { dzNBSe 27F (F
in Bamyan province reported to experience fear while travefitfiyn December 2019, AAN reported

on an increasing number of Afghan people taking flights or longer routes to bypass roads situated in
contested or Talian-controlledareas. An NGO employee, cited by AAN, declared to use the Ghorband

Valley route (through Parwan province) instead of the road between Maydan Shar and Bdfayan.

Truck drivers transporting agricultural produce and other material between Kaouttee Hazarajat

1087] WJ, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistad,,mrl (LWJ, however, does not specify when and which information of
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region reportedly use the alternative route through Parwan as well, avoiding tax collection by the
Taliban along the Kab@8lamyan Highwa3t®
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2.6.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

2.6.3.1 General
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Figure8. Bamyan Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 March2019 to 30June2020, based on ACLED data
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28 September2019 represented the second highest of all provinces (after Daykundi province),
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2.6.3.2 Displacement

UNOCHA collected data for the perio®iarch 2019- 30 June2020, reporting 175 persons displaced

from Bamyan province. The majority of IDPs (126 individuals) were displaced from Shibar district in
January 2020. A smaller group of 49 IDPs was displaced from Sayghan district in February 2020. All
IDPs found refuge in Kabul province (Kabul distteét).

UNOCHA collected data for the perio®1arch2019- 30 June2020, reporting 730 persons displaced

to Bamyan province, all coming from Jaldiztrict in Wardak province and finding refuge in Bamyan
district in August 201%'%* Surging insecurity and intensifying conflict between armed opposition
groups and public uprising forces over control of the strategic area connecting Bamyan and Kabul
province were reported to have displaced hundreds of people from their villages in the Maydan Valley
(Jalrez district) of Wardak province. The IDPs found refuge in Bamyan province. When the situation in
some villages in Jalrez improved, several displacediéilere reported to have returned home or
moved further on towards Kabd#’ According to IOM displacement data published in August and
October 2019most IDPs and returnees in Bamyan province resided in Bamyan district, followed by
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Kahmard district’*® Acording to UNHCR, Bamyan is one of the four provinces with the highest
percentage of returnees who originate there but choose to live somewhere else once they ¥éturn.

2.7 Daykundi

2.7.1 General description of the province
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the 2004 constitution by the president due to security or other considerations, but have not yet been

approved by parliamen®°° UNAMA as well as AAN and several media sources mentioned Nawmesh

district as part of Daykundi province in 2019,

I OO2NRAY3I (2 Snavi NBBEGSa & FaANRM N BINE FA Yy O nféFaaa + LI2 L.
5F@1dzyRA A& LI NI “K & K3 Alyl 1S 30N y2AFGi El\l\'&?dZLﬂy)\y 0KS 1
ANR dzLJa LINB & S yu AYyOt dzRS | YAYy2NRDATREktFaX#dya |
t | & Kidldkyl NI "RAAGNAROG

5181 daRARSAONAOSR & KI gWya2 ali RRFA TFR D dzLINE @82 3
Y2dzy Gl Ay2dzas 6AGK KSE @& ay2é7Fl t E7C2yNI 6B (YA & TAlyS y:

51 81dyRA NBAARSY(GAa AydSNDASMBIRRA0 &0 2tylySkyiz)
t 022k DAT 6 RAAGNROG (2 GKS LINE PR OARG NRHLBA (G2(y R

1145Qaane, E., The 2018 Election Observed (7) in Daikundi: The Outstanding Role of Women, AAN, 27 January 2019,
1146\/an Bijlert, M., Trouble in Gizab; the Fight Everyone Chose to Ignore, AAN, 31 Octobarl2011,

1147 pajhwok Afghan News, Daikundi: 80pc of Pato Residents without Tazkira, 6 Maur2@&ane, E., Eh2018 Election
Observed (7) in Daikundi: The Outstanding Role of Women, AAN, 27 JanuanyrR@®dhwok Afghan News, Taliban Not
Allowing Us to Buy Food: Daikundi Residents, 30 March 20119,

1148 NODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, NovembenR@p8,6, 62, 64, 68

1149 Afghanistan, IEC, Independent Directorafd ocal Governance, Distribution of Seats to Districts, 20:1.8p. 1

1150Ruttig, T., The Afghanistan Election Conundrum (12): Good News and Bad News About District Mhbds,

August 2018url

1151 pajhwok Afghan News, Daikundi Blast: 7 People Killegiiredh 10 May 2019rl; Reporterly, Security Incidents Mount
in Daikundi; Why Has the Secured Province Faces Insecurity?, 11 JuyrPOI8T, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 25
Aug.1,1August201@d;! RAf A ! &3 | & ! FIAKFIyAadGlyQa wnmg 9f SOGA2Y omy 0
Sarjangal Voted, AAN, 16 October 20418, UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report
2019, 22 February 2020tl, p. 49

1152 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan-2@20une 202Qrl, p. 5

1153 ACCORD, Anfralgeantwortung zu Afghanistan: Informationen zur Volksgruppe der Sadat (Sayed, Sayyed, Sadaat,
Sayyid, Sayid, Sayeed [Query response on Afghanistan: Information on the ethnic group of the Sadat (Sayed, Sayyed,
Sadaat, Sayyid, Sayid, Sayeed)], 25 Octobéf, 201 Qaane, E., One Land, Two Rules (9): Delivering Public Services in
InsurgencyAffected Jalrez District of Wardak Province, AAN, 16 December @019,

1154s, Naval Postgraduate School, Dai Kundi Provincial Overviewyin.d.,

1155Van Bijlert, M., Trouble in Gizab; the Fight Everyone Chose to Ignore, AAN, 31 Octobarl2011,

U6ARATAZ | &X | & ! FIAKFIYAAUFrYQad Hnmep 9t SO0GA2Y omyoyY 126 GKS
October 2019url

1157pajhwok Afghan News, Elections 2019: Daykundi Province Background Profile);iDily,, Avalanches Kill 21 People in
Afghanistan, Death Toll Expected to Rise, 14 February 2620,

1158 pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban Not Allowing Us to Buy Food: Daikundi Residents, 30 MargH 2019,


https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/the-parliamentary-election-in-daikundi-the-outstanding-role-of-women/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/trouble-in-gizab-the-fight-everyone-chose-to-ignore/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/05/06/daikundi-80pc-pato-residents-without-tazkira
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/the-parliamentary-election-in-daikundi-the-outstanding-role-of-women/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/03/30/taliban-not-allowing-us-buy-food-daikundi-residents
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
http://www.iec.org.af/pdf/seat-distribution-districts-councils.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/the-afghanistan-election-conundrum-12-good-news-and-bad-news-about-district-numbers/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/05/10/daikundi-blast-7-people-killed-4-injured
http://reporterly.net/narratives/security-incidents-mount-in-daikundi-why-has-the-secured-province-faces-insecurity/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/01/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-18-how-the-hazaras-of-bamyan-daikundi-and-lal-wa-sarjangal-voted/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/1453765.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/one-land-two-rules-9-delivering-public-services-in-insurgency-affected-jalrez-district-of-wardak-province/
https://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/dai-kundi
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/trouble-in-gizab-the-fight-everyone-chose-to-ignore/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-18-how-the-hazaras-of-bamyan-daikundi-and-lal-wa-sarjangal-voted/
http://www.elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/daikundi-province-background-profile
https://www.dw.com/en/avalanches-kill-21-people-in-afghanistan-death-toll-expected-to-rise/a-52375091
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/03/30/taliban-not-allowing-us-buy-food-daikundi-residents

EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGBENISRIAN SITUATION T 109

FYR I £F 01 2F AYTFNI &idNUzOG dzNB! GENEER ANyBIJ2 (Ngi SRIF & {ydzy5R
OAGSR o0& ¢2f 2y KSINBA YA &! LANKE (e by I awidl {t ODORNRERY R
5F@1dzyRAQa FT2NNSN) I20SNY2NKIOA GBR RYNIVKSI 2 #8A ©KI
Fa 2yte avyrt®o Lxrysa Oy flyRO®

Ly CSoNHzZt NB HavDisy SIS | NG5 LO2ONTINGSRG FONBE G - O2 YO Ay (A
YR 26 )\y y OAlf NBYAGGFYyOSa KIFR NH&RdztquéﬁSfMyKZE
Faaradlr yosS Ay "8G 2duRRMY LINP2IA YIS Q4 h LIA dzY { dzNBISe@
by2y3 | F3AKE )/)\éL]TtJEHJﬁJeMDszUAyDI B KDY a0 ARG QISAE2 YA Y Yi2n
02 f SamniiSKOayr Nlba & / 2 YLIRMER BiYJG 2 Odzii A G (542 i YR SIQNE 24
LRAaAAGAZ2YAY3 5FeldzyRA Y2y3 HRSbhBE SRYDISEa2 @i li Ky R
AY Wdzy'S HaHH> ANGRAIZD GiASERZ UK Xp UMK dzx O GA 2y Ay GKS LI

NBIRgR GKS OSYyGNIf K)\EIKf Iy RE! GQ/NR M3RA yiF2 5% BH 54/ R

o . e oA e s A~

2 LAY LILIE GFES& Ay 51 &1 dzy RAA2 SNBSS YEES IANR da2f ® SOG SR

2.7.2 Conflict background and actors in Daykundi
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Several sources related the security situation in the aforementioned districts to their sharing borders
with insecure areas in neighbouring provinces such as Helmand, Uruzgan, Ghor and"@Haan
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through Helmand and Spin Boldak in Kandahar provitiéeAccording to provincial government

officials, the increasing insecurity in some of Da&unQ & RAAGNAOGA A& LI NLfe& |
coordination among security forces and local departmé&ritand to a lack of military equipment,

often exploited by militant group¥'’® As stated by AAN analyst Ehsan Qadhe creation of Patoo

district affected the security situation in the region, as it sowed local disd¢étrdccording to a

provincial police spokesperson, the establishment of Patoo as a new district resulted in local Taliban
commanders being forced to dge the area. Retreating to neighbouring Uruzgan province, these
commanders affiliated with Taliban groups there to attack the southern region of Daykundi
province!!’” Daykundi residents cited by Pajhwok Afghan News related the instability in the province

to a competition among political parties, often connected to local armed groups. Their rivalries fuelling
tension, distrust and division in the ar&g®

An LWJ assessment mapping Taliban control in Afghanistan in a frequently updated map and based on
opensource information, consulted on Ry nH N> AYRAOFGSR DATlIoktl (22
However, a USDOD assessment of July 2019, reported by LWJ in the same map, designated this district
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Media sources in 2019 and 2020 reported on a Taliban presence in ¥K&jaad Patod'® districts. In

March 2019, residents of Patoo district declared to Pajhwok Afghawsitteat their village bazaar was

under Taliban control and that militants prevented them from buying f&8tin August 2019, civilian

protests were reported against increasing violence and Taliban attacks in Kajran and Patoo H#Stricts.

Several prominenTaliban figures were reported to have been killed in Kajran distfitin July 2019,

a wellkknown Taliban commander called Mullah Noor was killed, together with more than 30 other
militants*®Ly 5SOSYOSNI Hamdp: GKS ¢l fA0lyQa aKFIR2g OKA
called Mullah Abdul Wasi was killed, togethethwdeveral of his militants®®
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https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/04/14/political-parties-seen-source-insecurity-daikundi
https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
http://reporterly.net/live/newsfeed/tuesday-july-2/9-security-forces-killed-injured-in-taliban-attack-in-daikundi/
http://reporterly.net/narratives/security-incidents-mount-in-daikundi-why-has-the-secured-province-faces-insecurity/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/25/c_138657465.htm
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/03/30/taliban-not-allowing-us-buy-food-daikundi-residents
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/03/30/taliban-not-allowing-us-buy-food-daikundi-residents
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/08/03/daikundi-residents-rally-against-mounting-instability
http://reporterly.net/live/newsfeed/tuesday-july-2/9-security-forces-killed-injured-in-taliban-attack-in-daikundi/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/25/c_138657465.htm
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/the-parliamentary-election-in-daikundi-the-outstanding-role-of-women/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/one-land-two-rules-9-delivering-public-services-in-insurgency-affected-jalrez-district-of-wardak-province/
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No security incidents specifically attributed to ISKP have been recorded in Daykundi province between

1 March2019 and 3@une2020 by ACLED. One incident was recorded in June 2019, in dhich

Taliban and/or ISKP militants were killed and 5 were wounded during ground and air operations by

Afghan and NATO forces in Kajran distfit&.
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2.7.3 Recensecurity trends and impact on the civilian population

2.7.3.1 General
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district where most incidents were reported, WiB3 incidents recorded. Six incidents were reported
in Nili district, where the provincial capital is located, and one incident was reported in Khadir district.
In the rest of the province, no violent incidents were recordd.

EVENT_TYPE Battles @ Explosions/Remote violence @ Violence against civilians

5
A

3

May 2019 Jul 2019 Sep 2019 Nov 2019 Jan 2020 Mar 2020 May 2020

Figure9. Daykundi- Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians
from 1 March2019 to 30June2020, based on ACLED daté&

118 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in édnTonflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020 p. 42

1I90EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED @aaDACurated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Daykundi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March
2019- 30 June 2020Yrl

1191ySD®@, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistame 2020, 1 July 202@], p. 13

1192UNAMA, Afghanistan Proteoti of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, 94

1193 Cjvilian casualty data for 202@v¥e not yet been published by UNAMA.

1194S5|GAR, Quarterly Report to the United States Congress, 30 Aprill2D2069 SIGAR, Quarterly Report to the United
StatesCongress, 30 July 202@], p. 72

1195EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; yxandi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March
2019- 30 June 2020)rl

1198 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated, Pdgh&ilstan Daykundiurl


https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
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Nili and Khadir districts. The majority of these armed clashes were attacks by the Taliban on Afghan
security forces, including military and jm# personal as well as members of gavernment militias

or so-calledarbakis(the termarbakiis locally often used to refer to members of the Afghan local police

or other progovernment militias}®’ Examples of such incidents include attacks on military or police
checkpoints/outposts and bases Kajran district in June 20¥€ in July 2018°° in November

2019%%° in December 2019* and in March 2028° in Nili district in July 203%% in Nawmesh

district in July 201%6% and in October 2019, in Patoo district in August 20%, and in Khadir

(Kando) district in March 2026°” No civilian casualtiesere reported in these incidents.

Operations and attacks by Afghan security forces against AGEs were also registered under armed
clashes by ACLE#8For example in August 20%%®and December 2018, several Taliban militants

were killed and wounded in ANDSF operations in Kajran district. In Octobe?2@t@ November

201925 3S@GSNIt ¢FfAOlYy YAtAGlIyGa 6SNB (1Aff SR RdzNA )

AGEs using roadside bombs or IEDgofférgeting the Afghan security forces, representedd of all
reported security incidents in Daykundt® For example in April 2020, the car of a provincial police
chief hit a roadside bomb, causing several ANP casu&itieS8ome of the IED incidents rd®d in
casualties among civilians. This happened in May 2019, when a civilian vehicle hit a roadside bomb in
Nawmesh district, killing seven civilians and wounding several otfiérs.

Air/drone strikes represented 1% of all reported violent incidents iBaykundi. Three of these
air/drone strikes were carried out by Afghan military forces in Kajran district in December 2019, killing
around 18 Taliban militants and wounding several others. One air/drone strike was reportedly carried
out by NATO forces in £Aip2020, also in Kajran district, causing one civilian castrafty.

1197EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Daykundi; Event typesleBaExplosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March
2019- 30 June 2020yrl

1198pajhwok Afghan News, 25 Security Forces Killed, Injured in Daikundi Attack, 28 Junel2®itthua, 8 Police Killed in
Afghanistan's Central Province, 28 June 20tONYTAfghan War Casualty Report: JuneXfy 4, 4 July 2018rl

119 Reporterly, 9 Security Forces Killed & Injured in Taliban Attack in Daikundi, 2 Julyr?019,

1200A] Jazeera, Blast Targets UN Vehicle in Afghanistan Killing One Foreigner, 24 November, RbE@&ma Press, Afghan
Forces Suffer Casualties in Taliban Attack in Daikundi Province, 24 NovemberR®Eghwok Afghan News, 8 Security
Personnel Killed, 5 Wounded in Daikundi Assault, 24 November 2019,

1201 Xinhua, Taliban Shadow District Chiefs Killed in Afghan Provinces, 25 Decembearl2019,

12021 TV, Four Killed in Attack Police Checkpoints in Daikundi, 29 March @020,

1203pajhwok Afghan News, 7 Security Forces, 6 Rebels Kilfeesin Offensives, 4 July 2018,

1204NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: JubA@§. 1, 1 August 2018rl

1205pajhwok Afghan News, 5 Killed, 7 Wounded in Fresh Wave of Violence, 7 Octobar019,

1206 RFE/RL, At Least 10 Adg Police Killed in Taliban Attack on Security Checkpoint, 2 August20}@A, Afghan

Official: Taliban Strike Police Chkpaint, Kill 10, 2 August 2018¢|

1207 pajhwok Afghan News, 4 Police Killed, 8 Injured in Daikundi Clash, 29 Marchr2020,

1208EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Daykundi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March
2019- 30 June 202Qurl

1200Khaama Press, Afghan Forces Inflict Heavy Casualties on Taliban in Daikundi and Kandahar, 3 Auguist 2019,
1210pajhwok Afghan News, 7 Taliban Killed in Daikundi Operation, 27 Decembeu019,

1211Khaama Press, Special Forcidls Betain 38 Taliban Militants in Daykundi and Wardak, 31 October 2@19,

1212Khaama Press, Special Forces Kill, Detain Zafand ISIS Militants in 6 Provinces, 19 November 20619,

1213EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curailed,§BiteFs applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Bapdi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March
2019- 30 June 2020Yyrl

1214 AP, 3 Patiemen Die in Attacks on Afghan Police Chief, Governor, 21 April 2020,

1215pajhwok Afghan News, Daikundi Blast: 7 People Killed, 4 Injured, 10 Maw@019,

12I6EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Bapdi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/ReenWiolence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March

2019- 30 June 2020yrl


https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/06/28/25-security-forces-killed-injured-daikundi-attack
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-06/28/c_138181425.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/23/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
http://reporterly.net/live/newsfeed/tuesday-july-2/9-security-forces-killed-injured-in-taliban-attack-in-daikundi/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/11/blast-targets-vehicle-afghanistan-killing-foreigner-191124153553709.html
https://www.khaama.com/afghan-forces-suffer-casualties-in-taliban-attack-in-daikundi-province-04389/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/11/24/8-security-personnel-killed-5-wounded-daikundi-assault
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/25/c_138657465.htm
http://www.1tvnews.af/en/news/afghanistan/41659-four-killed-in-attack-on-police-checkpoints-in-daikundi-
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/07/04/7-security-forces-6-rebels-killed-fresh-offensives
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/01/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/10/07/5-killed-7-wounded-fresh-wave-violence
https://www.rferl.org/a/at-least-10-afghan-police-killed-in-taliban-attack-on-security-checkpoint/30089128.html
https://www.voanews.com/south-central-asia/afghan-official-taliban-strike-police-checkpoint-kill-10
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/03/29/4-police-killed-8-injured-daikundi-clash
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.khaama.com/afghan-forces-inflict-heavy-casualties-on-taliban-militants-in-daikundi-and-kandahar-03540/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/12/27/7-taliban-killed-daikundi-operation
https://www.khaama.com/special-forces-kill-detain-38-taliban-militants-in-daykundi-and-wardak-provinces-04298/
https://www.khaama.com/special-forces-kill-detain-27-taliban-and-isis-militants-in-6-provinces-04359/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://apnews.com/4f62ee22cc65c6411d4221d76c2d042e
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/05/10/daikundi-blast-7-people-killed-4-injured
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
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O A @ A MnlOgtabe& 8019, two polivaccinators were abducted by the Taliban in Nawmesh district.

After the mediation of community elders, they were released three days 1&&n January 2020, two

trucks loaded with food were looted by Taliban militants in Kaftestrict. The drivers were abducted

by the AGEs, but later releas&d° In June 2020, 53 civilians were reportedly taken hostage by the
Talibart??®, while on their way from Kajran district to Kiti district. Local elders were involved to
negotiate the releas.??
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28 September2019 represented the highest of all provinces, reaching ové#%5, with a high female

turnout reported!??® However, across the whole province the 2019 voter turnout remained low
compared to previous electiort$?* In the Asia Foundations 2019 Survey of the Afghan People, 26
50% of respondents in Daykundi province reported to have experienced fear while {3fifig2 Y S
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2.7.3.2 Displacement

UNOCHA collected data for the perioMarch2019- 30 June2020, reporting 290 persons displaced

from Daykundifrom whom the majority (D75) found refuge within the province itself (in Kajran and

Nili districts). The remaining 315 IDPs from Daykundi sought shelter in the southern provinces of
Kandahar (Spin Boldak district) and Helmand (MaBaraj district)in Kabul province (Kabul district)

and in the western provinces of Herat (Injil district) and Ghor (Chag Charan district). The majority of
IDPs in Daykundi province were displaced from Kajran district, with a peak of 874 individuals in July
2019 and a sniker number of 103 individuals in January 2020 and from Gizab/Patoo district with a
peak of 983 individuals in December 2019 and a smaller number of 51 individuals in June 2019. Minor

1217EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; apdi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March
2019- 30 June 2020yrl

1218UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armedfi@t Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, p. 49

1219pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban Rebels Accused of LootingLladed Trucks, 24 January 20@0,

1220However, the Taliban denied their involvement in the hosttajeéng. Tolorews, [Twitter], posted on: 20 June 2020}

12211 TV, Taliban Abduct 53 Civilians in Daikundi, 20 June 20R0,

22Adili, A , &3 ! FAKEYAAGlFIYQa Hamdp 9fSOGA2Y 6HNOY 5AaLIzESR w
New Data, AAN, 21 November 2018; SIGAR, Quarterly Report to the United States Congress, 30 Januaryrb(2®8
1223RFE/RL, V& Takeaways from Afghanistan's Presidential Election, 28 Septemben2019,

124 RAfAS X | &3 | FIKIF YAa&DIl y G@myanDeikindbahdd 6 VA SayfangalwgtédYAAN, 265 (1 K S
October 2019url

1225 Asja Foundation (The), A Survey of the Afghan Pedffighanistan in 2019, 2 December 2048, p. 62

1226 RAfAZ | @Y | &I | FIB)KHow thaiPedply 61 Bamyan, Ddikurgditadd@dl Wa Sarjaagal Voted, AAN, 16
October 2019url; Qaane, E., One Land, Two Rules (9): Delivering Public Services in Insiifigetey Jalrez District of

Wardak Province, AAN, 16 December 201D,

1227 RATAZ o | o | FAKIYAAGlIyQad wnmep 9t SOGA2Y omyoyY 126 G(GKS
October 2019url

1228 pajhwok Afghan News, 32 Killed, 123 Wounded in Election Day Attacks, 28 Se@édtharl
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https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/01/24/taliban-rebels-accused-looting-food-laden-trucks
https://twitter.com/TOLOnews/status/1274380150520664064
http://www.1tvnews.af/en/news/afghanistan/42308-taliban-abduct-53-civilians-in-daikundi
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-24-disputed-recount-threats-not-to-accept-results-and-some-interesting-new-data/
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-01-30qr.pdf
https://www.rferl.org/a/five-takeaways-from-afghanistan-s-presidential-election/30188763.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-18-how-the-hazaras-of-bamyan-daikundi-and-lal-wa-sarjangal-voted/
https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/2019_Afghan_Survey_Full-Report.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-18-how-the-hazaras-of-bamyan-daikundi-and-lal-wa-sarjangal-voted/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/one-land-two-rules-9-delivering-public-services-in-insurgency-affected-jalrez-district-of-wardak-province/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-18-how-the-hazaras-of-bamyan-daikundi-and-lal-wa-sarjangal-voted/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/09/28/32-killed-123-wounded-election-day-attacks
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-10-a-first-look-at-how-e-day-went/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-18-how-the-hazaras-of-bamyan-daikundi-and-lal-wa-sarjangal-voted/
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groups of IDPs were displaced from Ashtarlay district in October 201 8@m Nili, Sang Takht and
Kiti districts in January and February 2029.

No conflictinduced internal displacement to Daykundi province from other provinces was reported by
UNOCHA for the periodMarch2019- 30 June2020123!

Fighting between Taliban ititants and Afghan government troops in Gizab/Patoo district, as well as
personal disputes between local commanders in Ashtarlay and Khadir districts were reported to have
caused displacements to the area of Nili City in June 2841¢h July and August 20, UNOCHA
reported on continuing clashes over the strategic control of the Bazar Mushtarak area in Kajran district,
causing the displacement of large numbers of people to various locafitiBeveral villages in the

area were reported to be inaccessiblaedto conflict and mine contaminatiord*

According to IOM displacement data published in August and October g@k® |DPs and returnees
in Daykundi province resided in Khadir district, followed by Nili and Miramor disftfiets.

1230 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 Mx@fugl; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement @20, last updated12 July 2020ur|

1231NOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 MarchugpROOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2Q2D,

122ERMAC302ERM 09 Conflict Household Assessment Report in Nili District of Daykundi Province, 23 Jume, 2019,
1233UNOCHA, AfghanistaWeekly Humanitarian Update (29 July August 2019), 4 August 20181, p. 2

1234 UNOCHA, AfghanistawWeekly Humanitarian Update (329 August 2019), 19 August 2018, p. 2

1235]|0M, Afghanistan Daykundi Baseline Mobility Assessment Summary Results Round 7 (Cdialsember 2018), 1
August 2019url, pp. 1, 2, 6; IOM, DTM Afghanistan Baseline Mobility Assessment | District Level | Total Inflow
(Returnees+IDPs)urle 2019 | Province: Daykundi, 9 October 2B,


https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ac301_erm9_assessment_report_for_09_conflict_idp_hh_in_nili_fv.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/AFG-Weekly-Humanitarian-Update-29_Jul_4_Aug_2019.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_weekly_humanitarian_update_19_august-2019.pdf
https://displacement.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/IOM-AFG-DTM-Baseline-Mobility-Assessment-Summary-Results-December-2018-Daykundi-EN.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=7033
https://displacement.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/AFG_DTM_June2019_B2_Province_Overview_A3L_Daykundi_0.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=6796
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2.8 Farah

2.8.1General description of the province
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1236 UNOCHA, AfghanistgiRarah ProvinceDistrict Atlas, Apt 2014, url

1237UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Farah Province District Atlas, April 2014,

1238 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential Eleatibimal results by Polling Stations: Province Farah, 20620,

AfghanistanNSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan 2@20d.n.,url, pp. 5 and 43

1239 AfghanistanNSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan 2@20d.n.url, pp. 5 and 43

1240S, Naval Postgraduate School, Farah Provincial Overviewyrh.d.,

1241pajhwok Afghan News, Background Profile of Farah,urld.,

25 AL 2YI G 0¢KSOT YlodZUua tfly G2 wSIfAT &l ! FIKIyA&allyQa DS?2
1243Tolonews, Import Ban Affects Business In Farah Port, 21 Septembeug0IRNA, Afghanistan opens Farah border to

Iranian goods, 4 November 2018l


https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Farah.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Farah.pdf
http://www.iec.org.af/results/en/home/finalresult_by_pc/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
https://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/farah
http://elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/background-profile-farah
https://thediplomat.com/2017/12/kabuls-plan-to-realize-afghanistans-geographic-dividend/
https://www.tolonews.com/business/import-ban-affects-business-farah-port
http://www.irna.ir/en/News/83089168
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2.8.2 Conflict background and actors in Farah
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1244Tolonews, Import Ban Affects Business In Farah Port, 21 Septembeu2018,

245! pbh5/ 3% h!t¢ dzLRFGST Ww@2A08Sa 2F vdzOKFIolFNRI dzyRSNEGFYR (GKS
drug traffickers, 22 April 2020yl p. 16

1246 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, NovemberR @186

1247UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghani€pium Survey 2018, November 2008, p.17

1248 JNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2017, NovembenrR@1T6

124! ph5/ 3% ! he¢t dzLRFGSE @2A0S 2F avdzOKIFjoF NE dzy RSNBRGFYRAY3I 2L
drug traffickers, 22 April 2D, url, p. 25

1250 AAN, New world drug report: opium production in Afghanistan remained the same in 2019, 25 JunerP020,

1251 Ruttig, T., Why Farah? A short history of the local insurgency (I1), AAN, 7 JunerR018,

1252\Washington Post (The), Outgunned in urban centers, Taliban wages fierce fight in remote western Afghanistan, 26

February 2018uyrl

= Etilaatroz 1 MR | BF BBIFD FOF Dy mﬁhlﬁﬁﬂ WIF BERFRInBBa
GNFyatldAz2yY WaSOdNA (e | 8aSaKESYVORBl a6KSTo8aGABFYQHSYDB Az |

3 NR Ha0aucgust 201rl

1254 Ariana News, Afghan forces retreat from Anar Darah district of Farah province, 7 SeptembarrP019,
1255 Ariana News, Afghan forces retreat from Anar Darah district of Farah province, 7 Septembarr019,
1256 Ariana News, 7 civilians rescued from Taliban prison in Farah, 7 Octobeug019,

1257 Ariana News, Afghan forces rescued 13 people from Taliban prison in Farah, 6 Septemberl 2019,
1258 Afghanistan Times, Several villages of Farah purgedlib&h presence, 7 January 2028,


https://www.tolonews.com/business/import-ban-affects-business-farah-port
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/AOTP/AOTP_Voices_of_Quchaqbar_2020_web.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghan_opium_survey_2017_cult_prod_web.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/AOTP/AOTP_Voices_of_Quchaqbar_2020_web.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/new-world-drug-report-opium-production-in-afghanistan-remained-the-same-in-2019/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/why-farah-a-short-history-of-the-local-insurgency-ii/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/outgunned-in-urban-centers-taliban-wage-fierce-fight-in-remote-western-afghanistan/2018/02/25/05abcd2a-1710-11e8-930c-45838ad0d77a_story.html?utm_term=.860786d1a9d9
https://www.etilaatroz.com/82948/investigating-security-situation-in-west-of-country-from-increased-taliban-mobility-to-heavy-casualties/
https://ariananews.af/afghan-forces-retreat-from-anar-darah-district-of-farah/
https://ariananews.af/afghan-forces-retreat-from-anar-darah-district-of-farah/
https://ariananews.af/7-civilians-rescued-from-taliban-prison-in-farah/
https://ariananews.af/afghan-forces-rescued-13-people-from-taliban-prison-in-farah/
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/several-villages-of-farah-purged-of-taliban-presence/
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presented in a map, Gulistan, Bala Buluk, Sa&telb, Anar Dara and KhakSafed districts of Farah

province were under Taliban control, Qaldah, Poshé Rod, Bakwa, Pur Chaman districts as well as

Farah City were contested, whil@she Juwayrdistrict was under government cont@®L y a I NOK
HAHRhEASEY NBLR NI SRISINIAGH RESBR  danksSn 1ot NI K2 OF £ YSRA L
GKFG F2NNSNI OKASTF L2t A0S #2F OORNRRK YHNE ZA V&S 2HAYS
NB LJ2 NIi >a | H@an w2n¥x WitKS ¢ f Aoty &KIFR2g 3I2BSNY2NJ F2NJ Cl
AYRAOFGSR GKFG GKS F2NX¥SNJ aKlFR2g¢g 3I2FSNY2N F2NJ CI
AUNRTS Ay SNI &f 2 GlzFdzayiS gvan Mdidd 2 PMB L2 NI SR 2y GKS A
Ly GSN¥a 27F 32 3SNYwSyrd NLINERNIJEO Ssa (AkyS OKaITNBS 2 F
LINE gAYy OS®°pad CI NEK@F (GKS w{ aA fudctiogajityo I [ABIRIQA ayS OT2ZNH
assistance to ANA 20Torps and ANP in Farah provifé®.

2.8.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

2.8.3.1 General

In 2019, UNAMA documented 147 civilian casualties, including 87 killed and 60 injured in Farah
province whichrepresents 4®6 decrease compared to 2018. The leading causes of casualties were
Non-Suicide IEDs, ground engagements andtaikes?®’ According to SIGAR, RS (Resolute Support)
recorded between 2&nd50 civilian casualties in Farah province during the first quarter of 2820

and the mentioned source recorded the same number of civilian casualties (betweean26) during

the second quarter of 2026%°

According to ACLED data, betweelMdarch2019 and 3@une2020 there were 441 security incidents
recorded in Farah province, of whom 277 were coded as battles, 148 remote violence and 16 incidents
of violence against civilians

EVENT_TYPE Battles @ Explosions/Remote violence @ Violence against civilians

25

20

Apr 2019 Jul 2019 Oct 2019 Jan 2020 Apr 2020

Figurel0. Farah Evolution of security events codédttles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 March2019 to 30June2020, based on ACLED dé&ta

1259Kabul Now, Taliban retail weapons of Afghan forces in Farah, 20 January2020,

12601 WJ, Several Districts Change Hands as Fighting Rages in Northern Afghanistan, 6 duly2326yer the source
does not specify when and which information of the aforementioned map was last updated

1261 pajhwokAfghan NewsMilitants close HeraFarah highway fiotraffic, 19 March 202Qyrl

1262pajhwokAfghan NewsFormer police chief joins Taliban in Farah, 10 May 2020Khaama Press, Interior minister
reacts to as former chief of Farah joins Taliban, 10 May 2020,

1263UN Secrity Council, Letter dated 19 May 2020 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant
to resolution 1988 (2011) addressed to the President of the Security Council, S/2020/415, 27 May2pg010 and 27
1264 Ariana News, 103 militants including Taliban shadow governor killed in Farah, 4 Augustr2019,

1265 Afghanistan, MoD, 207 Zafar Corps, nudl,

1266 ysSmDD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, June 2020, 1 Julyr202014

1267UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 20294

1268 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April2pB069

1269 SIGAR, Quarterly Repdo The United States Congre36 July 202Qurl, p. 72

1270Fjlters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus; Afghanistaah;Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence;
Vidence against Civilians; 1 March 2013D June 202Qurl


https://kabulnow.af/2020/01/taliban-retail-weapons-of-afghan-forces-in-farah/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/subscription-required?redirect_from=568127
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/subscription-required?redirect_from=571666
https://www.khaama.com/interior-ministry-reacts-as-former-police-chief-of-farah-joins-taliban-07796/
https://www.undocs.org/S/2020/415
https://ariananews.af/103-militants-including-talibans-shadow-governor-killed-in-farah/
http://old.mod.gov.af/en/page/corps/zafar-207-corps
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
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In September 2019, Ariana News indicated that Farah province was one of the insecure provinces in
the west of Afghanistat?’* According to UNAMA, at the end of August and beginning of September
2019, the Taliban carried out extensive attacks against three provincial capitals including the capital of
Farah provincé?’? Several news sources reported that throughout 2019 and thst Falf of 2020,
several armed confrontations between the Taliban and the ANDSF took place in Farah ptGyvince
including intense fighting in parts of Farah province in June 2320.

InDecember 2019, Told 6 & OAGSR | YSY0o SN 2 fent{PRM) whoStatedithGtQa t
27 members of PPM have been abducted by the Taliban. The source quoted Dadullah Qani, member
of the Farah provincial council, confirming the incident and stating that the group was kidnapped on
Farah road while trauing from Heat to Nimroz provincé?”

Recent security incidents with impact on civilians in Farah province inanadeMay 2019, between

30 and 45 civilian workers were Kkilled, including children, in clashes asttikés by foreign troops

on drug production factories in Gulistan and Baldistricts'?’6 on 31July2019, between 247" and

34 people were killed, and around 17 were wounded when a bomb struck a bus on the highway in the
Ab Khorma area, which links the pincial capitals of Herat and Kandattét on 1September2019,

six people were killed, including women and children when a roadside bomb exploded in Anardara
district as family members of the local police chief were heading from the disteintre to their
home'?”% on 23November2019, ten civilians were killed, and five wounded in astaike in the Gajki
village of Pushtirouddistrict!?®% on 21January2020, Shia News Association indicated [informal
OGN yatldAz2y e WiKS | Fiddatey thaa dusing thel gadlyeadr Fovet GxdhéakhO |
centres have been destroyed during the conflicts in Afghanistan and 112 others were closed down due

St

St

(2 GKS O2yTtAOGIT Ay LI NI A G¥foh MNkblugh2020, Mb dvilidns/ R b |y

were Killed, and 10 others were wounded including women and children when a mortar hit Ratta
and Shamalgah are®& on 9February2020, five civilians, who were reportedly businessmen
travelling from Farah City to Abu Nasar Farahi port were killed misstrike?®% on 12May 2020, four
children were killed by a mortar attack hitting a house in Bala Buluk disftict.

2.8.3.2 Displacement
UNOCHA collected data for the peridoVlarch2019 ¢ 30June202Q NB LJ2 NIi8B0/ f#@rsons

displaced from Farah provincg,A (1% RA a LX  OSR A GKAY (GKS LINRPGAYOS

12711 Ariana News, Afghan forces retreat from Anar Dattrict of Farah province, 7 September 2048,
1212 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 20235
1273 Ariana News, Taliban attacks border police checkpoint in Farah, 2 JuneuB0k®aama Press, Afghan special forces

AG2NY ¢FfAolyYy fSFERSNEKALQA O2MiTalognR, Talipan aithckpushed IhtR iBRasald S~ o m

officials, 16 June 2018rl; Khaama Press, Afghan forces inflict casuadtieMullah Mushtaghfir, Mullah Muhajir militants
in Farah, 7 August 2018¢l; Tolonews, Heavy clashes ongoing in Farffltials, 6 September 2018rl; PajhwokAfghan
News Farah: police officer among 3 killed in insurgent attack, 20 March 2020JYT, Afghan war casualty report: May
2020, 28 May 202Qrl

1274 Ariana News, Taliban attacks ingfied in most parts of Afghanistan recently, 15 June 2080,

1215Tolanews 27 peace activists taken captive in Farah, 25 December 2619,

1276 pajhwokAfghan Newsdozens of civilians, forces killed in Farah, 6 May 200:9)NAMA, protection of civilians in
armed conflicts, special report: airstrike on alleged dpugcess facilities, 5 May 2019 October 2019uyrl

1217UNAMA Afghanistan Potection of civilians in armed conflict, Quarterly repdt? October 2019rl, p. 5

12718 Reuters, Afghanistan highway blast kills at least 34 on bus, injures 17, 31 Julyr2019,

1219NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 26 Septembeu019,

1280NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: November 2019, 2 Decemben2019,

1281Shia News Association, [un@ifi £ GNI yatl GA2y86 WI SIfGK aAyA&adiNBY Ay G(GKS
RSaiNR&@SRSE wHwl WIHydzZaZ NBE HAanHnQX

12821 TV News, mortar shelling kills two children, wounds 10 in Farah, 5 February®020,

1283 Tolonews, Farah officials claim civilians were killed in airstrike, 9 Februaryu2D20,

1284 Afghanistan Times, four children killed in Farah mortar attacks, 12 May 2020,

LIk


https://ariananews.af/afghan-forces-retreat-from-anar-darah-district-of-farah/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://ariananews.af/taliban-attacks-border-police-checkpoint-in-farah/
https://www.khaama.com/afghan-special-forces-storm-taliban-leaderships-compound-in-farah-province-03512/
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/taliban-attack-pushed-back-farah-officials
https://www.khaama.com/afghan-forces-inflict-casualties-on-mullah-mustaghfir-mullah-muhajir-militants-in-farah-03584/
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/heavy-clashes-ongoing-farah-officials
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/subscription-required?redirect_from=568205
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-may-2020.html
https://ariananews.af/taliban-attacks-intensified-in-most-parts-of-afghanistan-recently/
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/27-peace-activists-taken-captive-farah
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/05/06/dozens-civilians-forces-killed-and-wounded-farah
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_-_unama_special_report_usfor-a_airstrikes_bakwa_-_9_october.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_protection_of_civilians_in_armed_conflict_-_3rd_quarter_update_2019.pdf
https://fr.reuters.com/article/idUSKCN1UQ0IV
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/07/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-november-2019.html?action=click&module=RelatedLinks&pgtype=Article
https://af.shafaqna.com/FA/360608
http://www.1tvnews.af/en/news/afghanistan/41128-mortar-shelling-kills-two-civilians-wounds-10-in-farah
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/farah-officials-claim-civilians-were-killed-airstrike
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/four-children-killed-in-farah-mortar-attacks/
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UNOCHA collected data for the periddMarch2019 ¢ 30June2020Q reporting 15430 persons
displaced to Farah province, with almost 0coming from within the province itséff®

During the months of May, June and July 201862 individuals were displaced due to conflict from
Bala Buluk, Kha#&Safed, Gulistan, Pushtrud, Shib Koh, Anardara and-iQg&h districts to the
surrounding villages of Fara&ity.*?’In August and September 2019287 people were displaced due
to conflict fromBala Buluk, Khadé Safed, Pur Chaman, Pushtrud, Bakwa, -eadinwayn, Shib Koh,
Anardara districts and villages of Faity.12%8

1285 UNOCHAAfghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 202Q)NOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2Q2D,

1288 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 MarchugpPOYOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2Q2D,

1287UNOCHA, Farah Operational Coordination Team (OCT) meeting minutes, 25 Julyl 2019,

1288 JNOCHA, Farah Operational Coordination Team (OCT) meeting minutes, 3 Octobarl2019,
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https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/draft_oct_meeting_minutes_-25_july_2019.docx
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/oct_meeting_minutes_-03_oct_2019.docx
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2.9 Faryab

2.9.1 General description of the pwrince

AFGHANISTAN: Faryab Province
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Faryab province is located in the nomfestern part of Afghanistan and has borders widwzjan and

Sare Pul provinces to the egdBhorprovince to the souttand Badghis province to the soutlest

and an international border with Turkmenistan to the west anwth. Faryab province is divided into

the following administrative unitsAlmar, Andkhoy, Bilcheragh, Dawlatabad, Garziwan, hahar

Bagh, Khwajasabzposh, Kohestan, Maymana, Pashtunkot, Qaramgol, Qaysar, Qorghan, SA#fhtagab.
The provincial capital is Maymana. According to UNODC, the district of Ghormach became part of
Faryab in 2017°! In August 2018, the Peshawhased daily newspaper, Frontier Post noted that
Ghormac2&a | RY A Yy A & WoNd ik sHeftSd back ® Baddhl due to security reaséighe
administrative belonging of Ghormach seems to be disputed. Afghanistan Andgtsterk reported

in 2017 that the central government had already transferred Ghormach to Faryab in 2007, while the
governor of Faryab did not consider Ghormach to be part of Faryab in2910.2018, AAN stated
GKIFId DK2NXI OK KIR oMBRQ WVIis YCIHWE NG { RO GNURBRWEIB NI 2 |
numbers which was jointly published by the Central Statistics Organization and the Independent
Directorate of Local Governance (IDEt3)The 2020/21 population estimation of the Afghan NSIA, as
well as the publication of the 2019 presidential election results by the Independent Election
Commission again listed Ghormach as part of Badgfis.

According to estimates for 2022021 byNSIAthe province has a population of1D9223, 95971 of

whom lve in the provincial capital, Maymar®® The main ethnic groups in the province are Uzbeks.

Other groups present includet I 2A 1 ak! AYlFIljaz t  aKGdzyaz I FTFNFE
SOKYANFAGASA D

A part of the Ring Road leads through Faryab, connecting the province with neighbouring Jawzjan and

the regionakentreMazare Sharif in Balkprovince!?®® According to AAN, parts of the paved highway

between Badghis and Faryab have been under Talibarraldntthe past?®® and in March 2018, the

Taliban were threatening parts of the Ring Road, as well as important provincial'#dd© 02 NR A y 3
G2 !bh/1!3Y GKS NRIFIR 0SG6SSy ! yR1IK2& RAAGNRAROG I yF
AY W ydzl NENEF ViRt HOISIE NP9 & KIF R O2y i NRf YR 48NB G E
CKAA AYLI OGSR OAGRAU ALY Y20SYSyid I & ft o

6 St
la 2F WdzZ & HnHnI &AO0OKSRdz SR FANI LI 23aSy3asfNI aSNBAO

N>
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2.9.2 Conflict lackground and actors in Faryab
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dzy RSNJ ¢ f Aot y O?WWEWdthéNgremoSz\lJH?ue$NJNuD @8SINE ! T3

NBIGS (62 &AGNIGSIAOEK 208 NI 2 ¢dzi & Y AERSA &R daik® YS O S LI
2F OKSORWENNIK Otk NBla 2F 5FgflidFrolFlR gSNB aPAR (G2
adzOK 2F GKS IINBI Ay !t YIRENRAEZAGENDOY OFRFIFPNBILIZ NYSR
Afghanistan analyst contacted by the Swedish Migrations Agency (Migrationsverket) in January 2020,
considered Sae Puland Faryab to be the most Talibanntrolled or influenced provinces in the

northern region®?As of 2July2020an a8 3 SaavYSy i o0& {pteSenfedinaFrequenthy W2 dzNJy
updated map and based on opaource information, indicated Bilcheragh, Kohestan, Pashtunkot,
Qaramaolr YR { KA NR Yy (i I 3 ccorrdlléddl NA 'Oy R KKaBeXC it Baillistdidts s

W32 FS NYnfdlledd | Yy RYHIAKYSAWE RAZGNAOGA Ay ¥ NBEF O LINB JA)
According to information at the disposal of the UN Security Council in 2019 and 2020, in Afghanistan
Central Asian groups are under the direct operational and financial control of the Taliban.affie Isl

Movement of Uzbekistan is said to have no more than 100 members and operates mainly in Faryab

and Jowzjan provinces where it maintains links to splinter groups such as Islamic Jihad Group and
Khatiba Imama aBukhari‘®?* Besides local Taliban fighte,small Talibasffiliated group of the

Islamic Jihad Union (1JU) was reportedly fighting in Faryab in'3518.
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13225wedenLifosMigrationsverket, Sakerhetslaget i Afghanistan, 2020, 7 April 208Q. 47

1323] WJ, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistan, mrdl.,;The source, however, doestrspecify when and which

information of the aforementioned map was last updated.

1324UN Security Council, Letter dated 10 June 2019 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant

to resolution 1988 (2011) addressed to the President of the Security Council, 13 Junar2qil9.8; UN Security Council,

Letter dated 19 May 2020 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1988 (2011)
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In terms of the presence of government security forces, Faryab province is under the responsibility of
thenw ' b! { KI KQ@@'I NE2INGJALINE JA Yy OS A& AYyOf dzZRSR Ay (KS
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2.9.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

2.9.3.1 General

In 2019, UNAMA documented 665 civilian casualties (199 deaths and 466 injured) in Faryab. This
represents an increase of % conpared to 2018. Leading causes of casualties were ground
engagements, followed by astrikes and explosive remnants of wé# Throughout 2019 UNAMA
ranked Faryab among the five provinces in Afghanistan where civilians were most affected by the
armed confict.1*32In the first half of 2020, UNAMA ranked Faryab province fourth in terms of civilians
most affected by the conflict, documenting 233 civilian casualties in the pro¥Afi¢eesolute Support
recorded between 102 and 150 civilian casualties in Fary#ieifirst half of 2020reporting similar
numbers of civilian casualties between the first and second quarter of 2820.

ACLED collected data on 579 violent events in Faryab province betwd&arch?2019 and
30June2020 from reports in opensources, 422 of which were coded as battles, 185
explosions/remote violence and 22s violence against civiliah8® An international source
interviewed by the Norwegian Country of Origin Information Centre, Landinfo, during-firfdictg

mission at theend of October 2019, counted Faryab among the six most violent provinces in
Afghanistan in terms of number of security incidet¥#$. According to a representative of an
international NGO met by the Swedish Migration Agency, Migrationsverket, in Kabalisry2020,

Faryab remained a very insecure province where the security situation had further deteriorated
compared to beforé®’2 KAf S 1 /[ 95 NBIAAGSNBR @Az2ftSyid S@Syia
Pashtunkotstood out as districts where most iidents were reported, with more than 90 incidents
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reported in each district, as registered by ACLED, followed by Almar, Garziwan and Shirintagab
districts, each with 50 or more violent evertté®

EVENT_TYPE @ Battles @ Explosions/Remote violence @ Violence against civilians
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20
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Figurell. Faryab Evolution of security eventsoded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 March2019 to 30June2020, based on ACLED d&ta
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The majority of those indents were attacks by the Taliban on Afghan security forces, including
military®**, policé?*2or NDS personn&3 and members of praggovernment militia$** or so-called
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pro-government militias) or attacks on military or police facilities such as checkpéingolice
headquarter$®®and base¥*’and to a lesser extent on convoys and vehicles. Some of those incidents
resulted in civilian casualties, & example during Taliban ambushes on security force@apsar

district on 180ctober2019 and inrkhwajasabzposHistrict on 1Septembei2019%*¢ Three civilians

were wounded and 17 shops were destroyed during a battle following a Taliban attack imaghalin

district on 7September2019134° On 7January2020, a shopkeeper and two civilians were injured

when a Taliban fighter dressed in burga fired at NDS agents sitting in shop in Dawlatabad*&fstrict.

A woman was killed in a clash following a Talibaacktton a security outpost in Dawlatabad district

on 24March2020*!Civilians were killed and wounded in Taliban attacks oréiméreof Shirintagab

district in April 2020. In that same month, two children were killed in a clash following a Talibdn attac

on a security outpost in Kohestan distrté¥? On 27June2020, mortar shells fired by security forces in
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response to a Taliban attack on a military bas&orghandistrict hit a house, killing a child and
wounding four other civilian§®2

Operations and attacks carried out by Afghan security forces against AGEs were also registered under
armed clashe$®* Some of these operations were backed by stitkes**® Most of the security
operations were carried out in March, July and August 2018evigwer were registered by ACLED in

the first half of 2020:3%¢
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I LINR 3855y a2y SG A YSa N & g78 (| UNBCHK $haled khat doNtinued clashes
between AGEs and the ANDSF inawaidistricts of Faryab in January and February 2020 caused
civilian casualtie$3®?
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Air/drone strikes represented 1% of all reported violent incidents in Faryab betweeddrch2019
and 30June2020°%° while incidents of shelling/artillery/missile attack representeo?° Nearly
half of those types of incidents in Faryab betweeMdrch2019 and 2Q@une2020 occurred in
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Pashtunkot Bilchiragh and Qaysar districts. Most air strikes were carried out by Afghan forces, while
some were attributed to NATO forces. While air ssiknflicted losses among AGES some also
caused civilian casualties. Airikes in response to a Taliban attack in Garziwan district®eptember

killed at least 12 civilian's’2A drone strike in Shorcha villageRdishtunkotistrict on 4August2019

killed two brothers and wounded another oA&?2 Incidents of shelling/artillery/missile attack were
attributed to both the Taliban and Afghan military forces and at times caused civilian casualties as for
example in Almar district in May 2019* Two morta shells fired by the Taliban landed in a local
bazaar inKhwajasabzposion 5July2019, killing at least four civilians and wounding at least 33
others37™® A child was killed and four other civilians were wounded as a result of a mortar shell
exploding wHie children were playing in a houseRashtunkobn 6 August20193’®and a mortar hit

a civilian house in Bilcheragh district on 28ptember2019 and the house of an imam @aysar
district in February 2020, killing and wounding civiligh&At least 11 civilians were killed or wounded

as a result of Taliban rocket and mortar attacks on a villa@aisadistrict in April 2023378

AGEs also used roadside boriibor IEDs, includingressureplate IEDS, or magnetic bombs to
target security forces, at times also causing casualties among civitanEhis happened on
10May 2019 in Dawlatabad district when children herding their cattle were killed and wounded when
they struck an IE®®? or on 270ctober2019 inPashtunkotdistrict, when a boy was killed together
with four other boys, after stepping on a pressypiate IED® Targeting army personnel, the Taliban
had planted the device on a public road near an ANA giwnk** Another clild was killed when a
roadside bomb exploded in Almar district in April 25%and seven children were injured when their
donkey stepped on a pressupgate IED in Garziwan district orll8ne2020138¢

Twentytwo incidents of violence againstvilians were registered by ACLED, representitig & all
violent events in Faryab province betweeMarch2019 and 3@une2020 and attributed to both the
Taliban and Afghan security forc€& These included the killing of the head of an appeal détirthe
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kidnapping of four NGO health workers by an armed group during a vaccine survey in M&§°2019
the rape of two girls by unidentified gunmen in an area under Taliban control in Qaramqol district in
May 2019%° the killing of women accused of commigirimmoral acts®, the killing of a tribal
elder®%2 the killing of an offluty soldiet**, the abduction and killing of three civilians, including a
former garrison commandét®* the killing of a family in Andkhoy distfi€fand the public hanging of

two menhaving shaved their beards by the Talibaf the killing of two scholars by unknown gunman

in MaymanacCity**®” and the killing of civilians by the Afghan security forces, as reported by the
Taliban!**® The Taliban kidnapped a local journalist onGctober2019 in Faryab, releasing him the
day after®® In an attack on Kohi village @aysardistrict on 28April2019, the Taliban killed six
OAGAtALYE YR 62dzyRSR yAYyS 20KSNA® [20Ff 2FFAC
government was the reasdor the attack!4®

lllustrating a consistent pattern of the use of civilian locations by AGEs when carrying out their attacks
in Afghanistan, which exposes civilians to risks of attackrbygovernmentforces as noted by
UNAMA, was an incident on Movember2019 in the Khwaja Naamosi areaRafshtunkotistrict.240

An American aistrike targeted a house used as a shelter by the Taliban. Three civilians were killed as
a result402

There were reports from the northern region, which includes Faryab preyisgout electricity and

mobile phone networks being interrupted before and during the presidential election in September
20194% 1 KSIFR 2F (GKS LINBaARSYy(GAlLft StSOGA2Yy Ay { SLI¢
al @ Y/WKI¥R (KS RA a%1Chksbes Hetwesh AighHamseduritydorces and the Taliban

were reported on election day, 2Beptemben nmM b= AY A&AAE 2 inCudiNg | 0 Q&
BilcheragPf®® and Qaysart*?’

In the reporting period security incidents occuilralong the highway or roads, such as a Taliban attack
on Maymana- Jawzjan Highway in Qaramqol district in June 28%9in July 2019 a clearance
operation was carried out along the highway in Bilcheragh and Garziwan di&tfi®sssing a zone
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13%0pajhwok Afghan News, Gunmen rape 2 sisters in Faryab, family seeks justice, 19 Mayl 2019,

191UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection ofviians in Armed ConflicMidyear Reportl January 30 June 2019, 30 July 2019,
url, p. 3; UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Cingign Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 208®. 19;
Pajhwok Afghan News, Woman shot dead in Faya alleged elopement, 22 November 2018,

1392Reporterly, Taliban Hang Tribal Elder For Not Paying 300 AFN, 18 Augusir2RFE/RIGandhara, Family QYelk-
Known Writer Among Seven Killed In Afghan Violence, 20 June 2Q20|E, Tribal Elder Shot Dead by Taliban in Faryab,
20 June 202Qyrl

1393pajhwok Afghan News, llizan capture, kill oftluty soldier in Faryab, 7 February 2026,

1394NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 2 April 2080,

BELLE LY 21 0FyYRINE We¢lfABLY (Aff &AE ul ahdok Affhan2News|6offal YA T & A Y
family shot dead in Faryab; Taliban deny involvement, 19 January @020,

13% Afghanistan Times, Taliban hang two men fornahg beards in Faryab, 27 June 202@, UNAMA Afghanistan
Protectionof Civilians In Armed Conflid#lidyearReport 1 January, 30 June 2020, 27 July ZD2irl, p. 13

1397NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: May 2020, 7 May 2040,

13%8V/oice of Jihad, Enemy firing martyr child in Faryab, 8 February @020@pice of Jihad, Enemy martyrs villager, abducts
3 others in Faryab, 23 January 20260,

139YUNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and se@urity582¢S/2019/935 10
December 2019rl, p. 10

1400NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Aprit@y 2, 2 May 2019rl

1401UNAMA, Afghanistan Protion of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020,51

1402NYT Afghan War Casualty ReppoNovember 2019, 7 November 2018|

1403UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Monthly Humanitarian Update (September 2019), 18 Octobenr2019,

1404UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update 223September 2019), 2 October 2018,

1405RFE/RL, Five Takeaways From Afghanistan's Presidential Election, 28 Septemhel; Bisiers, Afghan presidential
vote held in relative calm, but turnout low, 28 September 2Qir9,

1406 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: October 204 ®ctober 201rl

1407NYT Signs of BalleBox Stuffing Add Tension to Afghan Vote Count, 3 October 2019,

1408 pgjhwok Afghan News, Security personnel, Taliban suffer casualties in Faryab clashes, 30 June 2019,
1409Khaama Press, At least 50 militants killed, wounded in Special Forces raid in Faryab: Special Ops Corps, 30QrJuly 2019,
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https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/02/07/taliban-capture-kill-duty-soldier-faryab
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-2020.html
https://swn.af/english/Article.aspx?a=52597
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http://www.afghanistantimes.af/taliban-hang-two-men-for-shaving-beards-in-faryab/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_poc_midyear_report_2020_-_27_july-.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-may-2020.html
https://alemarahenglish.com/?p=32539
https://alemarahenglish.com/?p=31866
https://undocs.org/S/2019/935
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-26-may-2.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/07/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-november-2019.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-monthly-humanitarian-update-september-2019
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-23-29-september-2019
https://www.rferl.org/a/five-takeaways-from-afghanistan-s-presidential-election/30188763.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-election/afghan-presidential-vote-held-in-relative-calm-but-turnout-low-idUSKBN1WD03C
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-october-2019.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/03/world/asia/afghanistan-election-turnout-fraud.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/06/30/security-personnel-taliban-suffer-casualties-faryab-clashes
https://www.khaama.com/at-least-50-militants-killed-wounded-in-special-forces-raid-in-faryab-special-ops-corps-03489/
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of fightingon theMaymana- Almar road on ®©ctober2019 a civilian car was hit by bullets. The driver
and a girl were killed, three women were injur&e?

Within the framework of its attacks on health care initiative, the World Health Organisation (WHO) did
not register such attacks in Faryab province in 2819%aryab was one out of six provinces where
UNAMA documented the abduction of healthcare workers betweeMaich and 23Vlay 202021412

As a result of clashes between the Taliban and security forces, residents of provincial capital Maymana

had no electricity for at least a week at the end of September 2019. This also impacted access to water

and food3In October 2019, when clashes we@kJ2 NIi SR Ay &aS@SNIf 2F CI NEI
of Pashtunkot district spoke to Tolonews about the fighting causing problems in the clinics and schools
being closed, adding that there was no electricity or proper drinking water in the digffict

2.9.3.2 Displacement

UNOCHA reported regularly how continued clashes between AGEs and the ANDSF in Faryab caused
displacement in the reporting period*®

UNOCHA collected data for the periodarch2019¢ 30June2020, reporting 3&22 persons who
weredisplaced due to conflict from Faryab province %&f whom were displaced within the province
itself. Most IDPs were registered from Pashtunkot, Khwajasabzposh and Garziwan districts. Nearly half
of all IDPs from Pashtunkot were displaced in June 2QLBDRs from Pashtunkot left the district, the
large majority seeking refuge in provincial capital Maymana, while others fled to Herat, Shiberghan or
Sare Pul. More than half of the IDPs from Khwajasabzposh were displaced to provincial capital
Maymana. Ohers leaving the district in July and September 2019 looked for shelter in Balkh province
and the IDPs registered in June 2019 stayed within the district. The majority of IDPs from Garziwan
district were displaced within the district. This happened maimlgpril 201941 Another large group

left Garziwan to seek shelter in SaPul district of the eponymous province in January 2020, at a time
when ongoing fighting was reported from several districts in Faryab, including GatZivaim
conflictinduced diplacement was registered by UNOCHA from Maymana during the reporting
period 1418

UNOCHA collected data for the periodMarch2019 ¢ 30June2020, reporting 2821 persons
displaced to Faryab provinck addition to the 27302 people displaced within ther@vince, Faryab

also hosted a few IDPs from Badghis, Balkh, Ghor, Jawzjan, KundéarariRulprovinces Maymana
hosted more than half of the people displaced to Faryab province in the reporting period and Andkhoy
about one out of fout*®

1410pajhwok Afghan News, 11 people suffer casualties in Faryab incidents, 9 Octobarr2019,

1411WHO, AfghanistarAttacks on Health Care in 2019afDecember 31, 2019, 31 December 20119
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Humanitarian Update (20 January26 January 2020), 29 January 2020, UNOCHA, Afghastan: Weekly Humanitarian
Update (3 Februarg 9 February 2020), 12 February 2026,

1416 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 MarchugpPOYOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 14 June 2Q2D,

1417UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (13 Jaqd&ryanuary 2020), 22 January 2020,
1418JNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 MarchugpROOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 14 June 2Q2D,

1419UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updadddich 2020url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2019, last update8iMarch 2020 url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displaceme202@&st updited: 12
July 2020url; UNOCHAAfghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Updd2 Decembeg, 8 December 2019)11 December 2019,
url; UNOCHAAfghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (16 Decenat#2 December @19), 26 December 2019y1;
UNOCHAAfghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (13 Jangar9 January 2020P2 January 202@uyl
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2.10 Ghazni

2.10.1 General description of the province

AFGHANISTAN: azni Province
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1420NOCHA, Afghanist@hazniProvince- District Atlas, April 2014yrl


https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographic/ghazni-province-district-atlas
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2.10.2 Conflict background and actors in Ghazni
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Ghazni, ANA doewt have enough troops to hold the territory of the province. The army established

a number of small outposts around the province to make larger checkpoints easier to defend. They
quickly became a frequent target of Taliban nightly attaék&or example, i\ndar district aftera

Taliban offensive in October 2018, the only sign of ANA presence was six military checkpoints and the

only task for soldiers deployed there was not to surrender. Some of these bases were supplied by air
without any land access. Othdases had road access hite Taliban still targeted the supply
operations''L y 2 NRS NJ G2 &dzLJLJ SYSyid GKS LINBaASYyOS 2F (K¢
I yS¢gte SadlofAakKSR ! b! CSNNRAG2NALFf C2NDOW HK DNA
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1425 JUH/AADAHealth and Integrated Protection Needs in Ghazni ProyiHoenanitarian Respons@l Dec 2019 to 30 Dec
2019 December 201rl, p. 10
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1428YSODD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistadmine 2020url, p. 14
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1431 Muzhary F.One Land, Two Rules (7): Delivering public services in insurgffacted Andar district in Ghazni province
AAN, 13une 2019url
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¢t Sol yondiR yhé NRdnMent plays an important role in providing health and education
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fAYAGSRD [201f FRYAYA&AUNXrdGA2z2y a2YSGiAYSa YIRS AyF¥
YR &aSNWAOSa® ! Aindar disiritil tKeSkdl logafidin SRTalihak In Ghazni as it was a
command centre for attacks on different parts of the province. Most Taliban fighters currently active

in Andar are locals, with very few outsiders. However, shadow governors of the Ghazni proeithce us

to be from Kandahar, while one of the Ghazni commanders from Andar is a shadow governor of Khost
provincel4®
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NB O LJi dagiato,Malistan, Jaghori, Ajristan and Nawur distHétsAs of October 2019, the

Taliban reportedly controlled almost all Pashtun populated districts of Ghanzni, while government

forces contolled GhaznCityand Hazara populated districts of the providé&! 22 Ay i NI LJ2 NI
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611 51 02 RS LB NEKSR (ifikA SSeELGysBubtiorin Ghazniprovince ¥ | & 2F 5S0SY
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by both the Taliban and government forces, stating tai @is8ict centres are mostly controlled by

the government and outside of the district centres are entirely under the control of Taliban. In some

district centes like Qarabagh, Nawa, Andar which are entirely under control of Afghanistan security
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2.10.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

2.10.3.1 General
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y2idzi OARS L95a& | y R“ResRIur/SappdtyeddrdadSo¥tdeérnii Giadd 25 civilian
casualties in Ghazni in the first quarter of 2028porting an increase in the number of civilian

casualties in the second quar of the year, with over 126 casualties recorded (frompll to
30June2020)4°*

LYy GKS LISNINZDKMBNE®@RY @nn s |/ [ 9 htal E2IPANLCGAR Sy G a NBFE |
aSOdzNR G & Ay :8BKdatiley, #23 kdn@eiblenyt€) 38 cases of violence against civilians,
mostly in the second part of 2019. In 2020 the number of security incidents and fatalities decreased.
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Figurel2. Ghazni Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence andhembegainst civilians from
1 March2019 to 3QJune2020, based on ACLED déta
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control of Taliban in some districts meant better security in terms of lower level of crime and freedom

of movement*5 dzNA y3 Of I 8 KS a0 3 P Y% mAPE LI HKBE\R & résidleof dza S ¢
clashes and road blockades, people in need of emergency healthreaartedly,were not able to

reach appropriate health care in tint€>’ Additionally, several health facilities in Ghazni province were
damaged either due to conflict or natural disasté?®
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in the Qiyaq area of Jaghatlistrict, kidnapped and killed a university student who was titavg to
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There were several cases of targeted killings in Gl@igyin 2019. In May 2019, the Taliban kidnapped

and killed a military prosecutor and a government official from Zabul province. A local reporter was

shot in his leg while travelling on a motorbike with his wife or62ptember2019. In October 2019,

the Talitan killed an attorney. On 1December2019, the head of the Disabled and Martyrs
Department was killed by unidentified armed groug.
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ground fighting between militants and US special fotfisasked Afghan forces. These have resulted in

the killing of both civilians and Taliban fighters, as well as the de&tdeyy 2 F G KS RA&UGNRO
O2YLRdzyR® / AGAtAlIYa KI @S DO2NREEHE RBIFXABRY I YRS
OrasS 2F OflakKkSa Ay LRLMzZFGiSR NBFrasz GKS Nral 27
A0NRA]1Sa BENSTHEBGIRFS 6SI L2y 2%hy bdlNIDEKIVMANES & 2INAIG
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6SNB KIN}aaSRo Talban2usilly dadnot lurdertake Bbkske o house searéfiés.

According to ACLED, in June 204fghan forces started shooting at people who refused to show their

ID cards, killing one perseftt On 10September2019, Afghan and US forces raided and destroyed a

village in Giro district, five civilians were killed, two wounded. The Afghan army atoysl two

- Ty~

mosques, a school and two housesL y | LINKK SMBI Ha1lSNBE GA2f Sy i LINRGSad
f20Lf LREAOSYSY I ffS838Rt& NILBSR (62 62YSYy FNBY I
2yS LISNE2Y o6l a ({Aff 3R LR AOSY @ LBYBFRNITANEY RER (i KS

Attacks by ISKP against civilians in Ghazni province were also reportedul2(.9, IKSP detonated

a remotecontrolled IED in the Shia Muhammadiyah Mosque in Ghaityitwo people were killed
and 22 were injured, including children. O®8tober2019, another IED was detonated in a classroom
of Ghazni University, killing or injog 27 students, most of them woméf!

2.10.3.2 Displacement

UNOCHA collected data for the periotMarch2019¢ 30 June2020, reporting 3 742 persons displaced
from and within Ghazni province. Most of them were displaced from Dehyak district and were
resetled to GhazniCity.!4’2 The major reason for displacement was active conflict, followed by
drought. In Dehyak district, ground engagement andsaikes increased in 2019, but the population
often received prior warning from insurgents?3

291 persons from various districts of Ghazni province were displaced to €&gbhu5 persons from
Malestan district left for Injil district, Herat province atwio families (14 persons) were displaced to
Qalae Kah in Farah province .No confiietiuced internal displacement to Ghazni province from other
provinces was reported by UNOCHA in the reporting pefitid.
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https://data.humdata.org/dataset/afghanistan-conflict-induced-displacements-in-2019
https://urlprotection-fra.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202008050834220106612&URLID=11&ESV=10.0.6.3447&IV=8397325B971BDB1D7B190083B3A22587&TT=1596616464863&ESN=IMrJwlUZPTUSDs1J5c9tlEkYP32q0u0GhpdHz%2BOQR6g%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.humdata.org%2Fdataset%2Ff967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8%2Fresource%2F30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead%2Fdownload%2Fafghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx&HK=62EB4507A3B369F5AF164FC63A164B350E75CE9D779FCB3296BD228D33BBB649
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/assessment/afghanistan-assessment-report-health-and-integrated-protection-0
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/afghanistan-conflict-induced-displacements-in-2019
https://urlprotection-fra.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202008050834220106612&URLID=11&ESV=10.0.6.3447&IV=8397325B971BDB1D7B190083B3A22587&TT=1596616464863&ESN=IMrJwlUZPTUSDs1J5c9tlEkYP32q0u0GhpdHz%2BOQR6g%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.humdata.org%2Fdataset%2Ff967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8%2Fresource%2F30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead%2Fdownload%2Fafghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx&HK=62EB4507A3B369F5AF164FC63A164B350E75CE9D779FCB3296BD228D33BBB649
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2.11 Ghor

2.11.1 General description of thprovince
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1475UNOCHA, Afghanist&@horProvince- District Atlas, April 2014rl

1476 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential EleatiBimal results by Polling Stations: Province Ghor, 2020,
Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan-202d.n.,url, P.33

1477RTA article published at Baztab news poi@ipr provincell July 2018yrl

1478 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan-202@.n.,url, P.33

1479 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan-202@.n.,url, P.33

1480ys, Naval Postgraduate School, Ghor Provincial Overviewyrh.d.,

1481RFE/RLFemale Afghan Governor Won't Back Down Amid Threats, Controversy, 19 OctoberR015,

1482S, Naval Postgraduate School, Ghor Provincial @vwermid.,url


https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographic/ghor-province-district-atlas
http://www.iec.org.af/results/en/home/finalresult_by_pc/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
https://baztab.news/article/673378
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
https://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/ghor
https://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-ghor-province-female-governor-death-thrats/27314931.html
https://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/ghor
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2.11.2 Conflict background and actors in Ghor
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1483 NODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November2@18,7

1484 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, NovemberR2@183

1485 AAN, New world drug report: opium production in Afghanistan remained the same in 2019, 25 JunerP020,

vewdzi GATT ¢PY ¢KS Wl dzY@dSS . 2Y0Q {SNASaY ¢KS hOl206SWJ 61 9S 27
14870Qsman, B., Carnage in Ghor: Was Islamic State the perpetrator or was it falsely accused?, AAN, 23 Noverabder 2016,

1488NYT Seesaw Conflict With Taliban Takes Toll in Fallen Afghan District, 7 AugustrPOYTh 2 Wdza 6 A OST Wb2 + 1 f
Women in a Laless Afghan Province, 7 July 204iT, IWPR, Afghanistan: Women Abused in Lawless Ghor, 24 July 2018,

url

14890Qsman, B., Carnage in Ghor: Was Islamic State the perpetrator or was it falsely accused?, AAN, 23 November 2016,

1490Ruttig, T., A Matter of Registration: Factional tensions in Heltami, AAN, 25 November 2017,

o1t | 2Kg21 ! FAKEFY bSgazr ¢rfAoly T1Aff 1 LlulO2YYFYRSNRE az2ya Ay


https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/new-world-drug-report-opium-production-in-afghanistan-remained-the-same-in-2019/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/the-humvee-bomb-series-the-october-wave-of-taleban-attacks-in-2017-context/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/carnage-in-ghor-was-islamic-state-the-perpetrator-or-was-it-falsely-accused/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/07/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-taiwara.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/08/world/asia/afghanistan-women-honor-killings.html?module=inline
https://iwpr.net/global-voices/afghanistan-women-abused-lawless-ghor
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/carnage-in-ghor-was-islamic-state-the-perpetrator-or-was-it-falsely-accused/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/a-matter-of-registration-factional-tensions-in-hezb-e-islami/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/01/13/taliban-kill-hia-commander’s-sons-ghor-clash
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In December 2019 and January 2020, around 88 Taliban fighters surrendered to the government forces

in Ghor province amongst whom 18 surrendered to join the peace process and other 70 due to
continued military pressure by the AND@#According to Kabul Nogocal media), in February 2020,

the Taliban maintained full control in many Ghor distri¢g8 During the same period, AAN reported

that there were several fighting actors present in many of the nine remote districts of Ghor province,
includingillegal aml criminal armed groups, the Taliban and ANB%RAccording to information by

LWJ collected and presented in a map, Charsada, Dawlat Yag, 6 N} = t | &4l 6 yR | yR ¢
DK2NJ LINEPOAYOS“gSNE O2y(iSadiSR®

In March 2020, Ariana News quoted MoD claiming the killingafRauf, a Taliban shadow governor

for Lal Wa Sarjangal district, and several other Taliban fighters incl@hnigp A & | 1 dzf f | K X6
Zarzughal village and IEDs fabricator for Taly%n.
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as Taliban high ranking commanders for Ghor provifiée.
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and ANP inhe west of Afghanistan including Ghtf®

1492Etilaatroz 4 OAYTF2NNYEE GNIyatliazyy @
assessment of the west of the country; frdhe increaseoft | t A6 Yy Q& Y20Aft Ale (30Mdustoe 23483
2019,url .
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1494 Salaam Times, Taliban fighters surrendering in Ghor pledge support against former comrades, Reb26&furl;

Salaam Times, Increased military pressure forces 70 Taliban fighters to surrender in Ghor, 14 Januarly 2020,

1495Kabul Now, Women exchanged for weapons in parts of Ghor, 1 Februaryu2D20,

1496 AAN, Placating Ghor, for now: telays protest pushed the government to respond, 5 February 2020,

14971 WJ, Several Districts Change Hands as Fighting Rages in Northern Afghanistan, J ddiyn@0@¥er the source

does not specify when and which information of the aforementioned map was last updated

1498 Ariana News, Taliban shadow district governor among 10 de&aldor, 26 March 202Qrl

1499UN Security Council, Letter dated 19 May 2020 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant

to resolution 1988 (2011) addressed to the President of the SecuriipcllpS/2020/415, 27 May 2020, p. 27

1500 Afghanistan Times, Seven security forces killed in Ghor Taliban attack, 13 Juner2020,

101 FTIKEFyYyAahGly GAYSAX DK2NR&a tlhalolryR REAGNAOG G Nral 2F 02
1502pashanan, Nine police wekéled in Ghor province, 13 June 2028,

1503 Tolonews, Casualties Rise Amid Heavy Clashes In 10 Provinces, 13 May;2Pagwok Afghan News, Scores of

rebels, security personnel killed in clashes, 14 December 20118,

1504Tolonews, Territorial Army To Begin Mission In West, 14 January @019,

1505 Afghanistan, MoD, 207 Zafar Corps, nudl, USDoD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, June 2020, 1 July

2020,url, p. 59

1506 ySOPD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, June 2020, 1 Julyr202014


https://www.etilaatroz.com/82948/investigating-security-situation-in-west-of-country-from-increased-taliban-mobility-to-heavy-casualties/
http://shahamat1.com/?p=159102
https://afghanistan.asia-news.com/en_GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2019/12/02/feature-01
https://afghanistan.asia-news.com/en_GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2020/01/14/feature-01
https://kabulnow.af/2020/02/women-exchanged-for-weapon-in-parts-of-ghor/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/placating-ghor-for-now-10-days-protest-pushed-the-government-to-respond/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
https://ariananews.af/taliban-shadow-district-governor-among-10-dead-ghor/
https://www.undocs.org/S/2020/415
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/seven-security-forces-killed-in-ghor-taliban-attack/
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/ghors-passaband-district-at-risk-of-collapse-to-taliban
https://pasbanan.com/9-police-were-killed-in-ghor-province/
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/casualties-rise-amid-heavy-clashes- 10-provinces
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/12/14/scores-rebels-security-personnel-killed-clashes
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/territorial-army-begin-mission-west
http://old.mod.gov.af/en/page/corps/zafar-207-corps
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
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2.11.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

2.11.3.1 General

In 2019, UNAMA documented 77 civilian casualties, including 62 killed and 15 injured pré¥uoe

which represents 206 increase compared to 2018. The leading causes of casualties were
Target/deliberate killings, ground engagements and f$oicide IEE” According to SIGAR, RS
(Resolute Support) recorded between a6d 50 civilian casualties in Ghor province during the first
quarter of 202¢°% and the mentioned source recorded between 51 and 75 civilian casualties during
the second quarter 02020150

According to ACLED data, betweekldrch2019 and 3Qune2020 there were 222 security incidents
recorded in Ghor province, of which 145 were coded as battles, 56 remote violence and 21 incidents
of violence against civilians

EVENT TYPE Battles @ Explosions/Remote violence @ Violence against civilians

10

May 2019 Jul 2019 Sep 2019 Nov 2019 Jan 2020 Mar 2020 May 2020

Figurel3. Ghor- Evolution of securitgvents coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 March2019 to 3QJune2020, based oACLED data'®

In 2019, violent confliét! and lack of security in several remote districts of Ghor province was
reported **?Tolonews quoted Rahila Rahmanzada, women rights activist, stating that there were 113

cases of violence against women including stoning during kangaroo ®étirtsGhor proince as of

21 December0191°**According to théhead ofMine Action Coordinationcited by Tolonews in 2019

in Ghor province, 22 people were killed and 16 wounded due to the explosion of unexploded
ordnance® Ly al & HAaHnZ | FIKIF Y AAUONS [ CAAAYWSH yNIBYLO2S\ND S2RT  2AyY
DK2NJ LINPPAYOSsE gKSNB 20+t NBtAIA2dza YR GNROI €
ONR ¥'S 3 o

Recent incidents that caused civilian casualties in Girovince in 2019 and 2020 include: on

8June2019, Taliban attacked security outposts in Poshta Noor village in Dawlatyar district of Ghor,
killing at least fifteen members of the public uprisingdes and civilians, and as well as wounding a

1507UNAMA, Protection of civilians in armed conflict, 2019, 22 February 2820, 94

1508 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 Apriul2pB069

1509S|GAR, Quarterly Report TeeTlinited States Congres30 July 202Qrl, p. 72

1510Filters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus; Afghani&aor; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence;

Violence agiast Civilians; 1 March 20230 June 202Qurl

1511 AAN, Placating Ghpfor now: tendays protest pushed the government to respond, 5 February 2020,

12T 2y Sgas a[lF Ol 2F aS8SOdMNAGe YSIHya Y2NB Quwlz2f SyO0S 3L Ayad o2
1513 A Kangaroacourt (€ 7 F 7] j' l/'Ibljélhl&me Sahrayeén Dari)is animprovised court organized by the Taliban to

punish victims publicly includirghooting,hanging, stoningtc., andaimed at spreading violence and intimidating people,

Salaam Times, Talibbnutality takescenterd G F 38 g A G K 02 dzLX¥ B@pil 26288, AHRQ, 24 T WyH KK 2
PmMO drbvm pp axfFs3 1T pF B xbHb CForg TN PITher NI/ B WMFGAbEH

NBadzZ & 2F O2YYraaazyoa SylidANeE O2yOSNYyAy3d (GKS AkWRS2a 27 ai:
B¢ 2f 2y Sgazr af[ O] 27T yals0 deNalGAgy AYUS | oy2AY Svy2 NIy WIARRAENE = HmM 5S0OSYo6SH
1515Tolonews, 100 of civilian casualties caused by unexploded ordnance in 2019, 20 Februanyl 2020,

1516 Afghanistan Times, Drumhead counrtials in rise in Ghor, 19 May 2020


https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/placating-ghor-for-now-10-days-protest-pushed-the-government-to-respond/
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/‘lack-security-ghor-means-more-violence-against-women’
https://afghanistan.asia-news.com/en_GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2020/04/28/feature-02
https://www.aihrc.org.af/home/daily_report/8771
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/‘lack-security-ghor-means-more-violence-against-women’
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/100s-civilian-casualties-caused-unexploded-ordnance-2019
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/drumhead-court-martials-on-the-rise-in-ghor/
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tribal leader and two other$'’; on 4July2019, one civilian was killed and another wounded when the
Taliban attacked the office of the local pgovernment militia in Dawlatyatistrict> on 8 July2019,

six diildren were killed in an explosiéi® on 23July2019, one civilian was killed when a roadside
bomb, placed close to the district council compound in Dawlatgtistrict, exploded®® on

20! dz3 dedgiitwo civilians, a father and his son, were kiled R G KS YI yQa sATFS 4
roadside bomb while they were tralling by motorcycle ithe Midan Barra Khanah area of Firozkoh
(provincial capitaff?t, on 24August2019, two civilians were reportedly killed in a roadside bomb in
the same are®?? on 1 September2019, four civilians were killed, and seven were wounded when
multiple bombs detonated in Firozkoh CGi&# on 25September2019, a roadside bomb explosion
killed one civilian and wounded another one in FirozRgtrict'®>* on 90ctober2019, two civilians
were killed, and four wounded in a roadside bomb planted by the Taliban hitting their vehicle while
traveling from Kabul to the Sheniya village of Dawlat disirict. Additionally, an ambulance, which
arrived to the area to evacuated the \itis, was also blown up by a roadside bomb, wounding the
driver'®?% on 130ctober2019, a roadside bomb, which exploded near a vehicle in the village of Band
e Bayan in Lal Wa Sarjangitrict, killed two women who were moving to Herptovince!®? on

21 Odober 2019, a 22rearold woman was killed at home when the Taliban fired several mortars on
the village of Mang in Chahar Sadiistrict!>?; on 10November2019, one civilian was killed during a
clash between the Taliban and Afghan security forces whefi thell § SN & O2y @2& 41 & |
village of Daha® Alander in Firozkdf® on 29May 2020, one child was killed and another was
injured in a bomb blast in Pozalich village of Firozkoh, the provincial ¢&itah 10June2020, a

bomb, reportedly planted by the Taliban, exploded in Tarbulaq village of Du Layan district killed one
child and wounded three othet$% on 17June2020, a roadside bomb, planted by the Taliban, went

off in the village of PaKamar in Firozkoh distt killing three childret?®%, on 19June2020, a roadside

bomb planted by the Taliban went off in Somak village of Dawlat Yar district killing one civilian on his
motorcycle!®32

QX

2.11.3.2 Displacement

UNOCHA collected data for the peridoVlarch2019 ¢ 30June202Q NB LJ2 N@i5A2) f@rsons

displaced from Ghor provincg, A 1% @A A LI | OSR gAGKAY (GKS LINRGAYOS
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UNOCHA collected data for the periddMarch2019 ¢ 30June202Q reporting 10036 persons
displaced to Ghor province, with almost %9coming from within the province itséff*

£
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1518NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Jund 28ly, 4 July@®9,url

1519Save the Children, At least 25 children hospitalised after Ghazni car bomb attack, 8 Juiyl2019,

1520NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Juiga,25 July 201yl
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1523NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 26 Septembeu019,

1524NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 26 Septembeu019,

1525NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019,
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1527NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019,

1528NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: November 2019, 2 Decemben2019,

1529NYT, AfghalVar Casualty Report: June 2020, 2 July 2040,

1530NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 2020, 2 July@020,
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1532NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 2020, 2 Julyi020,

1533UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 MarchugPOYOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2Q2D,

1534 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated:c3 @20 url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last upted: 12 July 202Qrl
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During the period of 2&pril ¢ 4 May 2020, the ongoing conflict displaced 400 families (arou8@@

individuals) in Badghis and Ghor provin€&3Salaam Times reported that, in April 2020, due to the
¢c-ftAolry FGGlFO1a KdzyRNBRa 2F FlLYAfASa KIR (G2 S
displaced to Firozkoh distriét®

1535UUNOCHA, Afghanistan, Weekly humanitarianaipd24 Aprikg 4 May 2020, 7 May 2020r!
1536 Salaam Times, An insult to Islam: Taliban attack in €@hoes hundreds to flee during Ramadan, 7 May 2020,


https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/afghanistan_humanitarian_weekly_4_may.pdf
https://afghanistan.asia-news.com/en_GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2020/05/07/feature-02
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2.12 Helmand
2.12.1 General description of the province

AFGHANISTAN: Hilmand Province
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https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/the-afghanistan-election-conundrum-12-good-news-and-bad-news-about-district-numbers/
https://urlprotection-fra.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202007070836130244155&URLID=13&ESV=10.0.6.3447&IV=202B940A90B40C721723418DBE72C289&TT=1594110977684&ESN=pAPe5YG7IpMkRGgrzJ5U2XTplguN%2Bp%2FuokL2Zn6e5lo%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nsia.gov.af&HK=1FE46FBC412BE91F1B79BDD8C836730E139F2AB3A0959A3FEBADCABAEE6CC30B:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
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2.12.2 Conflict background and actors in Helmand
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Taliban, 11 days after the agreement, responding to the Taliban attack on ANDSF checkpoints. The
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States would continue the air strikes in support of government army and police if they were attacked

by the Talibart®>"
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2.12.3 Recensecurity trends and impact on the civilian population

.12.3.1 General
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1566BBC, Taliban territory: Life in Afghanistan under the militants, 8 June @017,
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15691 WJ, Mapping Takn Control in Afghanistan, n,dul; LWJhowever, does not specify when amdich information of

the aforementioned map was last updated.
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1572Bangkok PostJS begins military pullout from two Afghan baddsMarch 2020url; Stars and Stripe§lS troops have

left bases in Helmand, Laghman provinces, officialskawarch 2020url

1573 Military TimesUS resumes airstrikes against Taliban to halt attack on Afghan f@tédarch 20204rl

15741 WJ Afghan forces target al Qaeda commanders in Helmand and Nangarhar, 7 Augustr®0d&jtute for the Study

of War, Al Qaeda Expands its Presence in Afghanistan, 23 Octobeug019,

1575Diplomat (The)¢ KS [ F &G W { A | Krand) 26 Septériber@018sA 6 F y Q& | St

1576 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 20269, 94


https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-40171379
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/static-war-helmand-after-the-us-marines-return/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/static-war-helmand-after-the-us-marines-return/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/helmand%E2%80%99s-marjah-cleared-insurgents-after-four-years-mod
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2019/12/03/us-troops-and-a-10s-return-to-marjah-fight/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/static-war-helmand-after-the-us-marines-return/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1875819/us-begins-military-pullout-from-two-afghan-bases
https://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/us-troops-have-left-bases-in-helmand-laghman-provinces-officials-say-1.622323
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2020/03/04/us-resumes-airstrikes-against-taliban/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/08/afghan-forces-target-al-qaeda-commanders-in-helmand-and-nangarhar.php
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/al-qaeda-expands-its-presence-afghanistan
https://thediplomat.com/2018/09/the-last-2-sikhs-in-the-talibans-heartland/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
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six months of 2020with no variation in number beteen the first and second quarter of 20207
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Figurel4. Helmand- Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence agjgilishs
from 1March2019 to 300une2020, based on ACLED data
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1577 SIGARQuarterly Report To The United States Congrg8sApril 2020url, p. 69; SIGARuarterly Report To The United

States Congres80 July 202Qurl, p. 72

1578 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 26239, 94

15S79EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
CaucasusAfghanistan; Ghazni; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote #épilence against civilians; 1 March 2019

- 30 June 2020url

1580EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
CaucasusAfghanistan; Nimroz; Event types: Violence against civilians; 1 March 301Rine 202Qrl

1581UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 20284

1582 Afghanistan Times, 8 killed in Helmand after vehicle hit by roadside bomb, 25 Marctug020,

1583SATP, Helmand Timeline 2026,

184 w2 3 G, 2dz | @S b2 wAIKG G2 / 2Y Lstick iff TalibaHRidz®fghanisan/ 3 Jyn@ OA I £ wS
2020,url, pp. 5355; UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection @filians inArmed Conflict Annual Report 2019, E2bruary 2Q0,
url, p. 42

1585pPBS, 40 civilians killed in af@liban raid in Afghanistan, 23 September 2@i8, UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of
Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2620, 60;NYT Ally of Al Qaeda Killed in Afghanistan
Raid, Officials Say, but Taliban Deny It, 8 October 2019,

1586 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februauyl 26260
1587pPBS, 40 civilians killed in af@liban raid in Afghanistan, 23 September 2QiD,

1588pBS, 40 civilies killed in antiTaliban raid in Afghanistan, 23 September 2@t8 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of
Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2022 February 202@Qyl, p. 60;NYT Ally of Al Qaeda Killed in Afghanistan
Raid, Officials Say, but Taliban Deng Mctober 2019url

1589pBS, 40 civilians killed in afaliban raid in Afghanistan, 23 September 2QiD,


https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://urlprotection-fra.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202007070836130244155&URLID=12&ESV=10.0.6.3447&IV=16FD4217B21FB39BF54723660096DE3C&TT=1594110977684&ESN=swnQKWLRjxzljKvSnwqUHv5pvvyqkBoqaDpFf5vyyWM%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Facleddata.com%2Fdata-export-tool%2F&HK=DF17DC2D3DEC395E858640752AA4B31EBF0800B490C1A5EA6FB23766E2D4760A
https://urlprotection-fra.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202007070836130244155&URLID=12&ESV=10.0.6.3447&IV=16FD4217B21FB39BF54723660096DE3C&TT=1594110977684&ESN=swnQKWLRjxzljKvSnwqUHv5pvvyqkBoqaDpFf5vyyWM%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Facleddata.com%2Fdata-export-tool%2F&HK=DF17DC2D3DEC395E858640752AA4B31EBF0800B490C1A5EA6FB23766E2D4760A
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/8-killed-in-helmand-after-vehicle-hit-by-roadside-bomb/
https://www.satp.org/datasheet-terrorist-attack/fatalities/afghanistan-southwestafghanistan-helmand
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2020/06/afghanistan0620_web_0.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/40-civilians-killed-in-anti-taliban-raid-in-afghanistan
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/08/world/asia/al-qaeda-taliban-afghanistan-raid.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/40-civilians-killed-in-anti-taliban-raid-in-afghanistan
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/40-civilians-killed-in-anti-taliban-raid-in-afghanistan
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/08/world/asia/al-qaeda-taliban-afghanistan-raid.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/40-civilians-killed-in-anti-taliban-raid-in-afghanistan
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2.12.3.2 Displacement

UNOCHA collected data for the periotarch2019¢ 30 June2020, reporting 9233 persons displaced
from Helmand province7 481 personswere displaced within the province itself from different
localities mainly to Lashkargah and Washer distfigt52 persons were displaced from Helmand to
other provinces, mainlyot Kandahat>*® A significant number of IDPs came from Marja / Madll{5%

where the Afghan army conducted a military operation trying to recapture the district from Tdftian.
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1590 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflizhual Report 2012020 Midyear Update, 27 July 2020,

url, p. 15;Stars and Stripes, Afghan forces launched mortar attacks that killed civilisieémand, UN says, 30 June 2020,

url; Tolmews, 23 Civilians Killed in Rocket Attacks in Helmand 29 Jufeu2D2

1591UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 26239, 94
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1593UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februauyl20260;

1594CNBC, US carries out first airstrike on Taliban since Doha deal, 4 Marchr2020,

1595EA® analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
CaucasusAfghanistan; Helmand; Event types: Violence against civilians; 1 March 2002ine 202Qyrl; KhaaméaPress,

aSRAI adGFFF ({AfTESR Ay ! FIAKEYAADl VD& Tvasotizih ké&iMtorkeikiBedih y OS | St Y
Afghanistan, 2 January 202@]
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2020,url, pp.5-7

197 w2 3 4, 2dz |+ @S b2 wAIKG G2 / 2 YidIustick i Talib@Heldz@fghéanisan/ 3 Jyn@ OA I £ wS
2020,url, pp.53-54

158 w23 §,2dz | F @S b2 wAIKGEG G2 /2YLX | Ayé SHedzOghanlsan/ D JIyne OA L £ wS
2020,url, p. 44

159UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacemen®2@&t updated03 March 2020url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 209, last updated03 March 2020 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement B320ipdated: 12 July

2020,url

1600NOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacemen®2[@kt updated03 March 2020url

1601 RFEFRI/Gandhara, Can Afghan Forces Hold On To Former Taliban Territories?, 23 July;2DdienS ¢ & = I St YlIyR
al NBFK [/ tSFENBR 2F WLyadz2NBSywd Q ! FGSN) C2dzNJ , SIFNEEX m 550SY0
1602 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacemen®2[ist updated03 March 2020url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 209, last updated03 March 2020 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July
2020, url
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https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_poc_midyear_report_2020_-_27_july-.pdf
https://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/afghan-forces-launched-mortar-attacks-that-killed-civilians-in-helmand-un-says-1.635717
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/over-10-civilians-killed-mortar-attack-helmand
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/static-war-helmand-after-the-us-marines-return/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/04/us-carries-out-first-airstrike-on-taliban-since-doha-deal.html
https://urlprotection-fra.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202007070836130244155&URLID=12&ESV=10.0.6.3447&IV=16FD4217B21FB39BF54723660096DE3C&TT=1594110977684&ESN=swnQKWLRjxzljKvSnwqUHv5pvvyqkBoqaDpFf5vyyWM%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Facleddata.com%2Fdata-export-tool%2F&HK=DF17DC2D3DEC395E858640752AA4B31EBF0800B490C1A5EA6FB23766E2D4760A
https://www.khaama.com/media-staff-killed-in-helmand-of-afghanistan-nai-wants-gov-to-pay-serious-attention-investigating-the-assassination-78965/
http://www.1tvnews.af/en/news/afghanistan/40772-afghan-media-worker-killed-in-helmand
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/afghanistan-conflict-induced-displacements-in-2019
https://urlprotection-fra.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202008050834220106612&URLID=11&ESV=10.0.6.3447&IV=8397325B971BDB1D7B190083B3A22587&TT=1596616464863&ESN=IMrJwlUZPTUSDs1J5c9tlEkYP32q0u0GhpdHz%2BOQR6g%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.humdata.org%2Fdataset%2Ff967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8%2Fresource%2F30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead%2Fdownload%2Fafghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx&HK=62EB4507A3B369F5AF164FC63A164B350E75CE9D779FCB3296BD228D33BBB649
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/afghanistan-conflict-induced-displacements-in-2019
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/can-afghan-forces-hold-on-to-former-taliban-territories-/30071422.html
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/helmand%E2%80%99s-marjah-cleared-insurgents-after-four-years-mod
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/afghanistan-conflict-induced-displacements-in-2019
https://urlprotection-fra.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202008050834220106612&URLID=11&ESV=10.0.6.3447&IV=8397325B971BDB1D7B190083B3A22587&TT=1596616464863&ESN=IMrJwlUZPTUSDs1J5c9tlEkYP32q0u0GhpdHz%2BOQR6g%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.humdata.org%2Fdataset%2Ff967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8%2Fresource%2F30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead%2Fdownload%2Fafghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx&HK=62EB4507A3B369F5AF164FC63A164B350E75CE9D779FCB3296BD228D33BBB649
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2.13 Herat

2.13.1 General description of the province

AFGHANISTAN: Hirat Province
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1603UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Hirat Provinsstrict Atlas, April 2014rl

1604UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Hirat ProvinEastrict Atlas, April 2014url

1605 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan-202&d., url, p. 42

1606 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential EleatiBimal results by Polling Stations: Province Herat, 2020,
Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan-202@d., url, p. 42

1607 pajhwok Afghan News, Background profile of Herat province,urld.,

1608 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan202&d., url, pp. 5 and 42

1609 pagjhwok Afghan NewBackground profile of Herat province, n.dt|

1610S|P, Political and Economic Dynamics of Herat, 20l p.8


https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Hirat.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Hirat.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
http://www.iec.org.af/results/en/home/finalresult_by_pc/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
http://elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/background-profile-herat-province-1
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
http://elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/background-profile-herat-province-1
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW107-Political-and-Economic-Dynamics-of-Herat.pdf
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2.13.2 Conflict background and actors in Herat

I O0O2NRAY3I (2 YHAIKYlA ©o8SFad YPYSINIGKS &K S-adA 5% &
| TAKFyAadly odzi GKS ¢FftAoly YAfAGEIEYyGa FNBE | OlUAG!
OF NNEB 2dzi GSNNPREFIhRNBebSSRHNQG XK U bh SHBPOBWI SR (K
in the province, particularly areas far from the provincial and district centres, are either contested or
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1616 Technical, Herat International Airport (Afghanistan), 19 July 2019,
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1619 NODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, NovemberR@183

1620 AAN, New world drug report: opium production in Afghanistan remained the same in 2019, 25 JunerP020,

1621Khaama Press, Prominent Taliban leader killed in Herat drone strike, 17 Decembeaur2018,
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number of police in Herat province and only in Herat City there was a needfid Afghan National
Police(ANP) in order to tackle insecuri§?* According to Pajhwok, residents of Herat City complained
that there were not enough police personal in the city to provide security for the popultién.
According to Etilaatroz, on 30ugust2019, there was ongolice officer per D00 people in Herat
province.¢ KS & 2 dz8BEDIEmM HugsairSNRajrohi, a military expert stating that due to insecurity in
several districts of Herat province, there were no judiciary institutions, and people used Taliban courts
to resolve their problemd%3In December 2019, Pajhwok reported that the chief of Police Didtdict
(PD10) of Herat City has been removed from the office for the lack of efficiency to provide security in
the city1634
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2.13.3 Recent security trends and impaat ¢the civilian population

2.13.3.1 General

In 2019, UNAMA documented 400 civilian casualties, including 144 killed and 256 injured in Herat
province which represents 5% increase compared to 2018. The leading causes of casualties were
Non-Suicide IEDs, ground engagements and targeted/deliberate kilfitigdccording to SIGAR, RS
(Resolute Support) recorded between &td 75 civilian casualties in Herat province during the first
quarter of 2026%, and the mentioned source recorded betwe&01 and 125 civilian casualties during

the second quarter of 202537

According to ACLED data, betweelldrch2019 and 3Qune2020 there were 529 security incidents
recorded in Herat province, of which 360 were coded as battles, 141 remote violed@3ancidents
of violence against civilians

EVENT_TYPE Battles Explosions/Remote violence @ Violence against civilians
20

Apr 2019 Jul 2019 Oct 2019 Jan 2020 Apr 2020

Figurel5. Herat- Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 March2019 to 30June2020, based on ACLED d4t%¥

A local media sourcidicated that Herat district roads are not safe and residents complain about
FNYSR (GKAS@Sa 6K2 NRO OAQAtAlIyaQ GOGSKAOf Saz LI NI
checkpointst®3® There is reportedly rising insecurity ahe Islam QaleHerat Highway'®*® h y

oml NDKHNnX | SN} (G & LIS Gaided in ddaid iA KaSg viNdgd a2 Gldbr@aR Hligkrict

(i NXe@ded with four tons of explosives. The source quoted the Ministhgtefior (Mol) stating that
WYAfAGIYyGa 61 yGiSR (2 dzaS GKS YFOGSNALFE Ay®YIE 1 Ay3

AccordinghdANE. WAY f+3GS Hamdp YR SENI @ wnanwnx ! FAKEFYyAAGH
of securityincidents, including targeted killings and attacks on the pdtfééOn 12February2020, a

local media in Herat province reported that the Taliban military commission issued a statement that
called on its fighting commanders to stop using civilian housessques and other public
infrastructures as hideouts during the clashes with the security forces, or duriggileés. The source

indicated that the mentioned Taliban statement has been disseminated in several districts of Herat
province. The source asposted a copy of the original statement in Pashto language dated

3 February20201643

1635UNAMA, Protection of civilians in armed conflict, 2019, 22 February 2820, 94

1636 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To Tted States Congress, 30 April 2028@,,p. 69

1637 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Con@fedsly 202Qrl, p. 72

1638 Filters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus; Afghanistenat; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence;

Violence against Civilians; 1 March 20388 June 202Qurl
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1640Kabul Now, Customs staffs on strike over growing insecurity on IslarrH@edé highway, 7 July 2020x

16417 TV News, Afghan pod finds four tons of explosives in truck in Herat, 30 March 2020,
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https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.newsvim.com/2019/12/blog-post_93.html?m=1
https://baztab.news/article/1568524
http://www.1tvnews.af/en/news/afghanistan/41673-afghan-police-find-four-tonnes-of-explosives-in-truck-in-herat
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/herat-citys-reported-spike-in-insecurity-what-a-sober-reading-of-events-reveals/
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Recent security incidents that caused civilian casualties in Herat province in 2019 and 2020 include:
five civilians reportedly killed and 29 wounded omM\igust2019, vhen a motorcycle laden with
explosives detonated in the Haji Abbas area of Herat®itgn 28 August2019, eight civilians and six
pro-government militias were killed, and nine people including seven civilians and two pro
government militias were woundeih a Taliban attack in the Chahardarrah village of Kashk
Robatsangdistrict'®*5 on 28September2019, one civilian was killed, and two others wounded in a
Taliban attack on a pollingentre in Obedistrict!®*® on 29Septembe2019, two separate roadside
bombs killed two civilians in Golralistrict!®*’; 14 members of a prgovernment militia were killed in
Rubate Sangi district of Herat after several Taliban fighters stormed security checkpoints in the
Chahardara area, woundisgveral civilian§*® on 20ctober2019, two police officers and one civilian
were killed in a Taliban attack on the centre of Fdistrict'®*® in a separate incident, three civilians
were killed including women, children, and a retired Afghan army offitem the Taliban attacked a
civilian vehicle in the village of Barnobad in Ghomiatrict'®>% on 170ctober2019, two civilians were

killed, and three others were wounded when the Taliban attacked a vehicle, due to errant intelligence
information, on the KandahaiHerat Highway in the village of Kalesk in Zawdistrict'®*t, on

23 October2019, one civilian was killed, and two others wounded by the explosion of a roadside bomb
in the Buran village of Pashtun Zarghistrict'®>2 on 280ctober2019, a suicidattack near the Imam

Hadi Mosque in the Darb Khosh area of Herat City, killed one civilian and injured six dfhemn

7 November2019, the Taliban killed one civilian in the Pal Pada village of Pashton Zdisinigti®>

on 31December2019, one civilian was killed and another injured by a roadside bomb in Golran
district'®, on 7Januarny2020, around 40 civilians were killed byu&drone attack in the centre of
Shindandlistrict after the strike targeted and killed a Taliban key mendueat nearly 30 of his méft®,

on 18February2020, five civilians were killed including tw@men and three children after foreign
troops carried out an aBtrike targeting a Taliban commander, Mullah Ahmad Ahmadi, in Kushki Kohna
district157 According toAAN, different sources including oral ones reported different numbers of
civilian casualties during the mentioned incid€pt on 7March2020, seven civilians were killed and

17 others were wounded in Khwaja Noor village of Kushk Reils#tngi district after Taliban fighters
FaGaGFrO1SR GKS | NBIF FyR W2 LIBY8dordidyXoNie New/York ZiveSy | Y R
Taliban attacked a prg2 S NY YSy i 2dziLl2ad Ay GKS YSYyOGAaz2ySR N
OAQGAtALIYas AyOfdzRAYy3I 2y S 1i%dn OHISORR020, dné civligh wasK 2 Y & ¢
killed and another injured during a Taliban attack on a government outpost ia 8aikh village of
Adraskan distriéf®: on 14May 2020, one woman was killed and two other civilians were wounded
when the Taliban opened fire on a security checkpoint in Sarslw village of Ghoryan distrit%;

on 18May 2020, one civilian was killed Khwaja Nooh village of Shindand district after the Taliban

1644NYT, Afghan War Camdty Report: August-8, 8 August 201r!

1645NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Aug22329 August 20191

1646NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019,

1647NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019,

1648 A| Jazeera, Taliban kills 14 grovernment fighters in Afghanistan, 28 Augu81.9, url

1649NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019,

1650NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019,

1651INYT, Afghan War CasyaReport: October 2019, 31 October 200,

1652NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019,

1653NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019,

1654NYT, AfghaWar Casualty Report: Augus828 August 201rl

1655NYT, Afghan war casualty report: January 2020, 2 January @020,

1656GARDAWORLD, Afghanistan: Drone strike leaves heavy casualties in Herat Province January 9, 9 Jandary 2020,
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1658 AAN, Disputed casualties in Kushk: the cost of blurring lines between fighters and civilians, 24 Februany 2020,
1659 Tolonews Herat attack leaves seven civilians dead, including children, 7 Marchi2020,

1660NYT, Afghan war casualty report: March 2020, 26 Mag20,url

1661NYT, Afghan war casualty report: March 2020, 26 March 2020,

1662NYT, Afghan war casualty report: May 2020, 28 May 2020,
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https://www.garda.com/fr/crisis24/alertes-de-securite/302946/afghanistan-drone-strike-leaves-civilian-casualties-in-herat-province-january-9
https://www.aihrc.org.af/home/press-release/8782
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/disputed-casualties-in-kushk-the-cost-of-blurring-lines-between-fighters-and-civilians/
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/herat-attack-leaves-seven-civilians-dead-including-children
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-march-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-march-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-may-2020.html
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ambushed a military convéff3, on 12June2020, one civilian was killed and seven others were injured
(including five teenagers) in a rocket attack by the Taliban in Gelr&airmory village in Golran
district!%®* on 14June2020, one civilian was killed in the village of Bar@ienafsh in Obe distt due

to the clashes between the Taliban and ANSFon 20June2020, one civilian (shopkeeper) and four
police officers were killed when a police vehicle hit a roadside bomb in Dahana village of Kohsan
district'®®% on 1July2020, one civilian was killeand nine security forces were injured including the
police chief of Herat province, Obaidullah Noorzai, after the Taliban attacked ANSF convoy in Fooshkan
village of Pashton Zarghulistrict.26%”

2.2.3.2 Displacement

UNOCHA collected data for the peribMarch2019¢ 30 June2020,NB LJ2 8/26Apg¢rdons displaced
from Herat provinceg A G K I Y RAE LIPhbd OSR AGRRY GKS LINRPOAYOS A

UNOCHA collected data for the periddMarch2019 ¢ 30June2020, reporting 9398 persons
displaced to Herat province, with 42 coming from Badghis % from Ghor, 36 from Farah, % from
Faryab, 36 from Ghazni, Kunduz and Uruzgan, and the remainirfiy 40ming from within the
province itselft56°

UNOCHAveekly Humanitarian update (1 toJune2020) indicated that the security situation in west
of Afghanistan remained unstable during the reporting period, and oveO000DPs living in informal
settlements in Herat province was going to receive humaritaraid®’® According to Danish
Committee for Aid to Afghan Refugees (DACAAR)e than 17000 IDPs families we living in Herat
province in February 2028%, a much lower figure compared to the AAN/Nadim figure indicating that
around 158000 IDP families were living in Herat province during the reporting period includid@070
IDP families in Herat Cit§"?
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1666NYT, Afghan war casualty report: June 2020, 2 July 26120,

1667NYT, Afghan war casualty report: June 2020, 2 July 2620,

1668 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 MarchugpROOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2Q2D,

1669 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 MarchugpPOYOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12yJp020,url

1670UNOCHA, Afghanistan weekly humanitarian update, 7 2086, url, p.2
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2.14 Jawzjan

2.14.1 General description of the province

AFGHANISTAN: Jawzjan Province
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2.14.2 Conflict background and actors in Jawzjan

5SALAGS 0SEKS EK2MESNRLRZSGSNFdzA ' 16517 YAEtAGALF S|
LINBaAaSyOS 2F KAa WF2NNXSNI YATAGALF FAIKIGSNEQE Ay adzN
f SR F2NDSa KIFEYRSR 20SNJ O2y KRR t 1 dineT y FIHEKR Y HGS OfdiNR i
LINBEaSyOS Ay l?EIKI-)[Aé[’JI-y F2dzy R GKI G WGKSNB ' NB Sy
FY2y3 6KAOK KS ANNBIdzf I NI 6F NBF{AX ma@@nfw@viwﬁ\u-
F2NDSa évza yQ)ElNJeﬁzuzauf@ostNméfadzuyszoSNJ iKS |
y Ay3 dzy Al aoQ

o
c
P
N
<
~h

-
l'%
9"“:\
m<m

1674UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Northern Regi@istrict Atlas, April 2014url

1675 Afghanista, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential Electigfisal results by Polling Stations: Province Jawzjan, 2020,
Afghanistan, NSIA&stimated Population of Afghanistan 2620, June 202Qrl, p. 38

1676 Ruttig, T., The Afghanistan Election Conundrum (12): Good news and bad news about district numbers, AAN, 16 August
2018,url

1677 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan-2020une 202Qurl, p. 38

1678] arsson, K., A Provincial Survey of Balkh, Jowzjan, Samangan and Saripul, Novembey 2088,

1679UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Northern Regi@istrict Atlas, April 2014irl; IMMAP, Afghanistan Administrative Map, 19
September 2017yrl; Diplomat (The), Kabul's Planto RealiZ2 &ft y A a G yQa DS23INJ LKA Qrl5A BARSYRZ
1680 UNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and se@ur8/990¢S/2019/703 3

September 201rl, pp. 56

1681 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (13 Jagd&ryanuary 202022 January 202Qurl; UNOCHA,
Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (20 Jang&§ January 2020), 29 January 2020,

1682UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (13 Jagd&ryanuary 202022 January 202Qrl

1683 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, NovemberR@18,9

1684 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, NovembenrR @126

1685 JNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, NovemberR2@18,7

1686 RFE/RL, Afghanistan's Newrtliern Flash Points, n.duyl

1687 Mielke, K., Miszak, N., Making sense of Daesh in Afghanistan: A social movement perspective, Jumk 3017829


https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/1087996/1930_1415352649_afghanistan-northern-region-district-atlas.pdf
http://www.iec.org.af/results/en/home/finalresult_by_pc/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/the-afghanistan-election-conundrum-12-good-news-and-bad-news-about-district-numbers/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.373.684&rep=rep1&type=pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/1087996/1930_1415352649_afghanistan-northern-region-district-atlas.pdf
https://dlca.logcluster.org/display/public/DLCA/2.3+Afghanistan+Road+Network;jsessionid=13C6B3EC9C1B620C982403CE7FA7365F
https://thediplomat.com/2017/12/kabuls-plan-to-realize-afghanistans-geographic-dividend/
https://undocs.org/S/2019/703
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly-22_jan.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly_26_jan.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly-22_jan.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.rferl.org/a/27013992.html
https://www.bicc.de/uploads/tx_bicctools/BICC_Working_Paper_6_2017.pdf

1561 EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REFGRANISTANSECURITY SITUATION

Il b NBLENISR AY HAm (KIid GKS ¢tftAoky o0S50FYS |
l.j

FRYAYAEGNI GADS YR I NB Ayandlidiiidn? y & X 3 K FSINGE

NEONXA GYSyd 2F (1o6S814a ftS3ISRte LINBADSERS |jLAZSNLGAE Bt |

¢rfAOlLY 6SNB |-of§ i 2 SELJI)[R GKSANI O2yiNRE Ay W
P z

u

I?EIKI&/*SRZaAuumw Wi @6FY KNEBRNKEBSe LdzAaKAY3I Ayhdz 0

SFaGSNYy LI} NIazx I-é gStt a KS ®3iNIGS3A0O | NBF& | N

'l b NBLR2NISR (4KFG O2yFtA0lG SYSNHSR 06Si6SSy 20!l f

Hamn | F i SINNRGSKRS it 2 GQlySKNdy OS G KS | O02dzyil oAt Ale 2F

G2 11 bX GKS FLIWISFNIQYOS 2F La! Ay vdAKISLI &dzoasSi

OL{0Q FIFOUARY Ay (G(KS RAAGNRAROGO®

La!> Y 6KAOK | LILISRNPRA {ie NIWili- @1S2 &yl | Ngi SS | NI & Hamp  FN
¢t

LINE OIA QOBNRA Y %50 KIVAC DKWY | F2NX¥SNI Fffe 2F GKS

L{ IFGSNJ GKS RA&AOft2&dz2NBE 2F ¢ PA¢oK S/ Lﬂl\saalfSS/I\DSadzfﬁl
WE gl aly NBLR2NISRf&@ LINPGARSR vIEINR | S1YFG FYR KAaA
G2 L{® {dzoaSljdSydatezr 1S1YIi &dzOOSSRSR Ay makKl LAY
|-aé2c“))\|-&6§RvtﬂNﬁdzLJ@SFKILRKmedzvﬁ y2 NBfAFOofS SOARSYyC
| STYFGUa L{ 3INRBdzZI I YR Fy3alFNKFNHa LatrYAO {41l
NEO23yArasSR o0& (KS wsl-éaK C)éyuNJfQ Ay %8 NB I dARER L

2 L{ LINBaSyOS Ay ! FAKIyA&GlY 20t AAKSR Ay HAMT

' O02NRAY3I (G2 1 bs 1S81YFHiUa akKmF@AYA PRLIP Ndildz/ ANIYH
68 ARS2f2IVOKS taPIOK FIH¥ER L{ INPdRI Y2 g3 MISRK & 2R K&
vdZa KGSLI FyR 5FNJFo F2NIYING2SIZRKS | yNaRls STEALR KYGRAMYYH (A
G2 G0KS 6ARSALINBIFR ¢ %% WR LINB A BNVIOSE & yv2 dek S aINRe YA v
o I ' { RNRWBfZUNKNY &AM3E (! HamyI (GKS ¢t AIPY 2@FSNI
LINEYLIGAY3I | FFEOGAZ2Y 2F 1STYFGUa F2NN¥SNI dzyAld G2 &
08 GKS ¢lfAOlFYY 6KAES 20KSNBR ONBYRSESBR{ @ZVOIKFE &I
¢KSNBE 6SNBE NBLRNI& 27F RAE IMNRDONGRSINI MOATSO (1 nAwytp Zv d2 K (
GSNBE F2NX¥SNJ YSYOSNAR 2F 3INRdzZIA FFFAEAFGSR GAGK L

1688 Ali, O., NorPashtun Taleban of the North (4): A case study from Jawzjan, AAN, 18 Septemberi2017,

1689RFE/RL, Afghanistan's New Northern Flash Pointsunl;dAli, O., NofPastun Taleban of the North (4): A case study

from Jawzjan, AAN, 18 September 20dr7,

16901 f A hdX vIiENR | STYFIQAWILEAY thQ RA Y OBINNHE MM T | 1f ISHE yn RISHEBdzEAIG H n
1691 Ali, O., NorPashtun Taleban of the North (4): A case study from Jawzjan, AAN, 18 Septeniheri201

1692RFE/RL, Afghanistan's New Northern Flash Pointsun.d.,

1693 Ali, O., NorPashtun Taleban of the North (4): A case study from Jawzjan, AAN, 18 September2@¥MN, Toward

Fragmentation? Mappinthe postOmar Taleban, 24 November 201

1694 Ali, O., NorPashtun Taleban of the North (4): A case study from Jawzjan, AAN, 18 Septemberri2017,

165 f A hdx vINR | S{YFGQAa Lat+kryR h@SNNHzywld¢ltSolry RSTFSFG WL{
1696 Mielke, K., Miszak, N., Making sense of Daesh in Afghanistan: A social movement perspective, Jumk 2017829

1697 Ali, O., NorPashtun Taleban of the North (4): A case study from Jawzjan, AAN, 18 Septemberl2017,

68 f AX hdx vINA | S1YLFLGQEa LattyRY ! 5lufAlKO. PedafousdS Ay W gl 21y
[ 2Ya2FtARFGAZ2YYFTFANARI GSRYWAQA I YRQ adzNBBAGBSA | i DeKSpgelg | € So | y
Afghanistan 120 Tote bei Kdmpfen zwischen Taliban und IS [Afghanistan: 120 Dead in Clashes BetweerdT&pba8 an

July 2018url

1699 Ali, O., NorPashtun Taleban of the North (4): A case study from Jawzjan, AAN, E8n8ep2017yrl

700l f A hoxr {GAff dzyRSNJ GKS L{Qa .fFO1l Ctl3aY vINRKR BS{YFGQa L
url; UN Security Council, Letter dated 10 June 2019 from the Chair of the Security Council Comnaittiéshedtpursuant

to resolution 1988 (2011) addressed to the President of the Security Council, 13 Junarq19.5

1701UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Rei®, 22 February 2020¢l, p. 85

72 £ AYX hdsE vENRKR |1 STYFGEQE L&f YR h @8SuyISERNSUr ON Sefudty GounBIS T ST G WL {
Letter dated 10 June 2019 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established purseantution 1988 (2011)

addressed to the President of the Security Council, 13 June 2a18, 15


https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/non-pashtun-taleban-of-the-north-4-a-case-study-from-jawzjan/
https://www.rferl.org/a/27013992.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/non-pashtun-taleban-of-the-north-4-a-case-study-from-jawzjan/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/qari-hekmats-island-overrun-taleban-defeat-iskp-in-jawzjan/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/non-pashtun-taleban-of-the-north-4-a-case-study-from-jawzjan/
https://www.rferl.org/a/27013992.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/non-pashtun-taleban-of-the-north-4-a-case-study-from-jawzjan/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/toward-fragmentation-mapping-the-post-omar-taleban/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/non-pashtun-taleban-of-the-north-4-a-case-study-from-jawzjan/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/qari-hekmats-island-overrun-taleban-defeat-iskp-in-jawzjan/
https://www.bicc.de/uploads/tx_bicctools/BICC_Working_Paper_6_2017.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/non-pashtun-taleban-of-the-north-4-a-case-study-from-jawzjan/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/qari-hekmats-island-a-daesh-enclave-in-jawzjan/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/precarious-consolidation-qari-hekmats-is-affiliated-island-survives-another-taleban-onslaught/
http://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/afghanistan-islamischer-staat-und-taliban-bekaempfen-einander-120-tote-a-1219208.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/non-pashtun-taleban-of-the-north-4-a-case-study-from-jawzjan/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/still-under-the-iss-black-flag-qari-hekmats-iskp-island-in-jawzjan-after-his-death-by-drone/
https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/s/2019/481
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/qari-hekmats-island-overrun-taleban-defeat-iskp-in-jawzjan/
https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/s/2019/481

EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGBENISRIAN SITUATION T 157

HAMPEP2 aSO0dzNRiGe AyOARSydGa aLISOAFAOFEE & | GGNRO dzi
LINE GA Yy OF ad NiDKS & WA Euift o

Ly !dz3dzad wnmd LINEGAY Olnin BATKAS NAEF F@MNIVIAL & (v
Ay@2t @SR Ay FAIAKGAYI 3IFAYyad FI208SNYYSyld "P2NDSa
5F NRRAGNRAOG 61 & NBLRNISR (2 0 8%cdrySNSNI ¢S NI r01I818/1L.J20NLy
¢CFrEfAOlLY OF LIWGdzZNAY 3 v EFKVRLI IRAV G RIZOE Yy Ay (i W8zt BINB & ME
SYR 27F { SLHS5YSYSINY RAWMED DY 2 NBE | SYSNER 2 A2 PSRRI Y SIRKE (O
aSOdzNRGe Ay ! dz3dzad wnmdpI GKS LINPJAYOALFE LRfAOS 3
FLEtSy (2 GKS ¢lftAdly S6KAES aly3alralr12 viNyAYyS ad
0KS Y2YOUKBRIKISRAF2INBZR NI A I RRAYy3I '[jOKI YR YKLy
2y (K2 aFOo°RRE GINRIONGIDy (221 O02yINES WEaFREESK ST F IR G
aSOdzNRAGe F2NDODS& NBLRNISRfe& ¢Al0 RNRNDEG alSS 2GS RIS Vil & R
f 20t NBAARSYdIEKP 2FFAOAILIE A OfFAYSR (KFG 3I28SNYYS
|

LINR €7%%H mimyn A Ga | &aSaawddwaiken 2 2[y2awz GRyRAG R2yWdzRv (2 A Y|
W ORI NPHAS & RIGIMR020 thel 3 aSaaYSyid o0& ( Kdseseptedyirda 2 | NJ W
frequently updated map and based on opsource information, additionally indicated Darzab and

v dzad K iR$ AIG NPakban® 2 i & N f S & DY JandSheyhnR X &4 (i Ngo@inaentt & W
O2yiNRffSRQ FYR G(GKS NBYFAYyAYy3d RAAGNRAOGA Ay Wkl e
According to information at the disposal of the UN Security Council in 2019 and 2020, in Afghanistan
Central Asian groups were under the diregterational and financial control of the Talib&#® The

Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan was said to have no more than 100 members and operates mainly in

1703NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: June2Zl 27 June 2019yl; Pajhwok Afghan News, 5 pgovt militiamen killed in

Jawzjan, Samangan, 26 June 2QD,

1704EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Jowzjan; Event types:eBafilxplosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019

- 30 June 2020rl

w5t | 2Kg21 ! FAKFY bSgazr WmHo INBdzLIA FAIKEG I20SNE8y G F2NOSa
Tolonews, Jawzjan Security Needs More Attention: Official, 5 August @019,

1706 Tolonews, OveB,700Militants KilledIn 88 Operationsn North: Official, 19 March 2018yl

1707NY T Afghan War Casualty Report: Junel2dy 4, 4 July 2018rl; Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban captwe 61 21 y Q&

Qush Tepa district, 2 June 2018, Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban release 54 security forces in Jawzjan, 9 Juiyl2019,

1708 UNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and se@ur8/990¢S/2019/703 3

September 2019rl, p. 6; UNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and security,
Al74/582¢S/2019/935 10 December 201%rl, p. 6

1709t | 2Kg2]1 ! FAKIY bSsar WmHo 3INRdAzZLIA FAIAKEG IF2OSNYYS8NWiG F2NDSa
1710Tolonews, 11 Police Killed/Wounded In Balkh, Police Under Siege in Jawzjan, 1 Octohen; Z4djdwok Afghan

News, Darzab district residents seskns for seHdefense, 2 October 20181l; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report:

December 2019, 5 December 2018; Tolonews, Dostum Pledges Support to Afghan Forces, 31 Octoben2019,

Pajhwok Afghan News, Talibtorch 3 telecom antennas in Jawzjan, 1 January 2020,

I7ILUNSG The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and se@urity753¢S/2020/21Q 17

March 2020url, p. 6

112Khaama Press, Taliban takes over Darzab district of northern Jawzjan province, 31 Decemhet 2019,

TBYKEEFYEF t NBAaX wp ¢FtAOolrYy YAtAGFIyda 1Afft SR wmwml 62dzy RSR Ay
P FAKEyAadly ¢AYSas {SOdNRGe FT2NDOSa Lz2NHS W @lf18\, yighan YK2 Y | 6
forces retake Jowzjan's Khumab district, kill 14 Taliban militants, 19 April @820SDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability

In Afghanistan. June 2020, 1 July 2020,pp. 2, 18

1714 WJ, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistan, outl. . The source, however, does not specify when and which

information ofthe aforementioned map was last updated.

1715 WJ, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistan, ol. . The source, however, does not specify when and which

information of the aforementioned map was last updated.

17116 UN Security Council, Letter dated 10 June 2019 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant

to resolution 1988 (2011) addressed to the President of the Security Council, 13 Junarl(id9.8; UN Security Council,

Letter dated 19 May 2020 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1988 (2011)
addressed to the President of the Security Calui2@ May 2020url, p. 21


https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/27/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/06/26/5-pro-govt-militiamen-killed-jawzjan-samangan
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/08/03/%E2%80%98123-groups-fight-government-forces-under-taliban-leadership-jawzjan%E2%80%99
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/jawzjan-security-needs-more-attention-official
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/over%C2%A03700%C2%A0militants%C2%A0killed%C2%A0-88-operations%C2%A0-north-official
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-28-july-4.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/07/02/taliban-capture-jawzjan%E2%80%99s-qush-tepa-district
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/07/09/taliban-release-54-security-forces-jawzjan
https://undocs.org/S/2019/703
https://undocs.org/S/2019/935
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/08/03/%E2%80%98123-groups-fight-government-forces-under-taliban-leadership-jawzjan%E2%80%99
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/11-police-killedwounded-balkh-police-under-siege-jawzjan
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/10/02/darzab-district-residents-seek-arms-self-defense
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-december-2019.html
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/dostum-pledges-support-afghan-forces
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/01/01/taliban-torch-3-telecom-antennas-jawzjan
https://undocs.org/S/2020/210
https://www.khaama.com/taliban-takes-over-darzab-district-of-jawzjan-90876/
https://www.khaama.com/25-taliban-militants-killed-17-wounded-in-the-operation-retake-of-khamaab-04648/
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/security-forces-purge-jawzjans-khomaab-district-kill-25-taliban-rebels/
http://www.1tvnews.af/en/news/afghanistan/41858-afghan-forces-retake-jowzjans-khumab-district-kill-14-taliban-militants-
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/s/2019/481
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2030769/S_2020_415_E.pdf

1581 EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REFGRANISTANSECURITY SITUATION

Faryab and Jawzjan provinces where it maintained links to splinter groups such as Islamic Jihad Group
and Khatiba Imama a@ukharit’’

In terms of the presence of government security forces, Jawzjan province is under the responsibility of

then nib b! { KI KSBwzjarlDRRIWAY OS A& Ay Of dzZRSR Ay GKS | NB
l ROA&S | aai@ah2 NUBKY X by RI K0 X ¢KADKEWSA 2 EIdAIS 2 8zLILJ2
alAadBMAKAIKI gAGHRZNIGK A& fSR o0& DSNXIYy FT2NISa | yR
{KENRATZ . FE1{K LINRZAYyOSO®

2.14.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population

2.14.3.1 General

In 2019,UNAMAdocumented 123 civilian casualties (29 deaths and 94 injured) in Jawzjan. This
represents a decrease of 38 compared to 2018. Leading causes of casualties were ground
engagements, followed by explosive remnants of war aod-suicide IEDS'° Resolute Support
recorded between 26 and 75 civilian casualties in Jawzjan in the first half ofr2@d@ting a decrease

in the number of civilian casualties in the second quarter of 2020, compared to th&4irst.

ACLED collected daton 244 violent events in Jawzjan province betweeMatch2019 and
30June2020 from reports in open sources, 18% which were coded as battles, 58 as
explosions/remote violence andd& violence against civilians. While ACLED registered violent events

Ay it 2F WrHglalyQa RAAGNRAOGAZ | NP dzy Maréhgod9 G KA NR
and 30June2020 were registered in Fayzabad and Agcha disttiéts.

EVENT_TYPE Battles @ Explosions/Remote violence @ Violence against civilians

Apr 2019 Jul 2019 Oct 2019 Jan 2020 Apr 2020

Figurel6. Jawzjan Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from

1 March2019 to 30June2020, based on ACLED ddata

ACLED coded P4 of the violent incidents in Jawzjan provincebastles, mostly armed clashes,
NBLINBASY(GAy3a GKS Y2ald LINBGI t Sy §72 the Dajorysof thosdl & LIS A
incidents were attacks by the Taliban on Afghan security forces, including military, police or NDS

1717UN Security Council, Letter dated 10 June 2019 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant

to resolution 1988 (2011) addre=s to the President of the Security Council, 13 June 2019. 18

1118SDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability In Afghanistan. December 2019, 23 January; pp2Q112, p. 50; USDOD,
Enhancing Security and Stability In Afghanistan. June 2020, 1 Julw20g014

1119UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 Februawyl 26294 No

UNAMA data on civilian casualties in Jawzjan province were available for the first half of 2020.

1720 S|IGARQuarterly Report To The United States Congrg8sApril 2020url, p. 69; SIGARuarterly Report To The United

States Congres80 July 202Qurl, p. 72

121EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Jowzjan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019
- 30 June 202Qurl

1722EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Afigivex]etanl

17Z3EASO analysis based arbficly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Jowzjan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019
- 30 June 2020r!


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resolute_Support_Mission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resolute_Support_Mission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan
https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/s/2019/481
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jan/23/2002238296/-1/-1/1/1225-REPORT-DECEMBER-2019.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/

EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGBENISRIAN SITUATION T 159

personnet’? and member®f pro-government militias or local uprising for¢é8 or attacks on their
facilities such as checkpoint®, headquarters’?” and military bas€'$?, and to a lesser extent on
convoys and vehiclé$?® At times these incidents resulted in civilian casualtiesfoasexample in

Y K g | 2| disttigit @higre four civilians who were farming nearby were killed during a Taliban attack
on a security post on Rlay201917° In Qushtepadistrict two police officers and one civilian were
killed and another civilian wounded when clashes broke out after a Taliban attack on a security post
30May 201913 Two civilians were injured in a Taliban attack on a village in Aqgcha district in May
ZOZ).1732

Operations and attacks carried out by Afghan security forces against AGEs, such a8 ih Higirict R
in March 2019 or in Qarqin district in July 2018* were also registered under armed clashes by
ACLED?®

There were reports ofd NB dzLJa 2 A 3¢K: (f SANGR v |- QiSy1- @0NBA afEI)/EUI K35 RA &
Hd 23S YHonSIND | Yy R TISLINBANI VHENNAA ya b @EWd’nﬂtbé\ O'Iu@éflkdﬁmum(m Yy
oml NDKENA YR al NR&Fy RAAUGNAOGF®F ZYEKETSYRS2S i
AylGz2n RFaNDP I aKSaod

Air/drone strikes represented 1% of all violent incidents registered by ACLED in Jawzjan between
1 March2019 and 3Q@une2020174° Most air strikes were carried out by Afghan forces, while a few

R
NO®&
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were attributed to NATO force$* While air strikes inflicted losses among AtEsn one reported
incident on 20May 2020, six civilians were also killed when Afghan forces bombed houssponse
to a Taliban attack in Mardyan distri¢t?

AGEs also used roadside bombs or IEDs, includigD4*, to target security forces, at times also
causing casualties among civilidif8This happened on 3Dctober2019 when explosives transported

by the Taliban, went off prematurely in Mardyan distfit€ An employee of Afghan Gas Company was
killed and five of his colleagues were wounded as a result of a roadside bomb hitting their vehicle in
ShibergharCity in De@mber 2019’4’ One child was killed and two were wounded when a bomb
exploded at an abandoned check point in Dazab district Belbfuary2020"*and one child was killed

and two were wounded when two roadside bombs exploded in Mangajik district Jnr232020174°

{AE AYyOARSyi{#a OFGS3a2NR&aSR o0& !/ [95 a W@Arz2tSyOS
a pro-government militia in Agcha district in February 2829 arson in several shops and schools by
AGEs in Darzab district in November 2019, injuring civilfdnthe killing of a child by the Taliban in
Qushtepa district in March 20192 the killing of a fuel tanker driver who refused to stop at a Taliban
check pint on the BalkhJawzjarHighwayin Shiberghan district in March 204% and the abduction

of 40 elderly civilians from a funeral of a relative who belonged to agpr@rnment militia, in
Fayzabad district by the Taliban in December 20%9’he men wereealeased after two days>®

There were reports from the northern region, which includes Jawzjan province, about electricity and
mobile phone networks being interrupted before and during the presidential election in September
2019175 This happened for exampia C I & T IdistrictRvhen the Taliban torched an antenna of
Salaam Telecom, which covered thé & 1 Higirict &ntreand surrounding areas up f® kilometres

and was the only company providing 24 hdiervice in the are&’>’ Private mobilecompanies were
warned to close down their networks until after the presidential election. By the end of September,
early October 2019 all networks started functioning adéibAttacks by the Taliban were reported on

1741EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the
Caucasus; Afghangst; Jowzjan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019
- 30 June 2020yr!
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militants killed in Helmand, Uruzgan and Jawzjan provinces, 5 march@QIhaama Press, At least 40 Taliban militants

killed, wounded in Jawzjan airstrikes, 31 August 2089 PajhwokAfghan News3 volleyball players killed in Kapisa ground

blast, 14 September 2018r!

1743NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: May 2020, 7 May 2080Salam Watandar, Air strike kills civilians in Jawzjan, 21

May 2020 url; UNAMA AfghanistanProtection Of Civilians In Armed ConfliglidyearReport 1 January, 30 June 2020,

27 Juy 2020,url, p. 13
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1748NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February 2620,
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1750\/gice of Jihad, Tribal elder martyred, another one injured in enemy aggression, 21 Februamyr2020,

17511TV, Civilians injured after militants torch schools, shops in Jowzjan: official, 16 NovemberrP ®ekhtar News

Taliban Sustained Casualties in Jawzjan Operatibhovember 201Yrl

1732NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Marcit 17 March 2019url; Khaama Press;\y&arold child shot dead by Taliban

militants in Jawzjan province, 7 March 2048,
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1754pPajhwok Afghan News, Taliban abduct 40 elderly men from Jawzjan funeral, 10 Decemberl2019,

1755pPajhwok Afghan News, Taliban set free 40 dydiedividuals in Jawzjan, 12 December 2QiD,
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1758 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: MongitHumanitarian Update (September 2019), 18 October 2049,
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presidential election day, 28eptember2019, inC | & T Hisirict RA woman was injured as a result of

one of those incident&’>°

Ly ! daA@&iyiOMBiImaS R A yééédzl\p\ G o1 a NBLRBIIERI KXByBY|
{ KA 0 STPFBECurifydncidents along the | fW§IKé 11 & B K édcudred in October 201%* and

in February 2023°2 and also on the highway connecting ®dPul to Jawzjan in March and August
2019 and in February, March and June 28%9.

During clashes leading up to the capture of Qushtepa district in July 2019, comnbetigeen the

district and the provincial capital was cut &ff Within the framework of its attacks on health care

initiative, the World Health Organisation (WHO) did not register such attacks in Jawzjan province in
20191 However UNAMA documented a Talh attack on the district hospital in Agcha district on

28 0ctober2019. The Taliban occupied the hospital and used it for military purposes until ANDSF
regained control. As a result of the attack two civilians were killed and two were inj(ffdd.LJ2 Y

GIRy3 O2yGNRf 2F 5 NI F6 RAAGNAROG G GKS SyR 2F 5
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2.14.3.2 Displacement

UNOCHA collected data for the periotMarch2019¢ 30 June2020, reporting 4 186 persons displaced
due to conflict from Jawzjan province, % of whom were displaced within the province itself, while
others sought refuge isare Pu] Balkh, Kandahar and Kabul provinces. Most IDPs were registered
from Darzab distct, followed by Agcha, Khanaga and Mingajik distdc@&UNOCHA reported how
fighting caused displacement in Jawzjan in May 2020, in particulardrém/ 3dis8idts|as a result

of armed clashes between AGEs and the AN¥SRo conflictinduced displaceent was registered

by UNOCHA from Shiberghan during the reporting pefiéd.

UNOCHA collected data for the periodMarch2019 ¢ 30June2020, reporting @884 persons
displaced to Jawzjan province. In addition to th@24 people displaced within the prin¢e, Jawzjan

hosted a large group of IDPs from Faryab province, all displaced to Shiberghan. Shiberghan, Aqcha and
Qargin were the districts hosting people displaced to Jawzjan province in the reporting period, with
Shiberghan district hosting 8"
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2.15 Kabulprovince

2.15.1 General description of the province

Map 15:Afghanistarg Kabulprovince source: UNOCHA?
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