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Disclaimer 

This report was written according to the EASO COI Report Methodology (2019).1 The report is based 
on carefully selected sources of information. All sources used are referenced. To the extent possible 
and unless otherwise stated, all information presented, except for undisputed or obvious facts, has 
been cross-checked. 

The information contained in this report has been researched, evaluated and analysed with utmost 
care. However, this document does not claim to be exhaustive. If a particular event, person or 
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or 
that the person or organisation does not exist.  

Furthermore, this report is not conclusive as to the determination or merit of any particular application 
for international protection. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular legal 
position. 

ΨwŜŦǳƎŜŜΩΣ ΨǊƛǎƪΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƛŎ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŀǎ 
applied in the EU Asylum Acquis, the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the 
Status of Refugees. 

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be 
made of the information contained in this report. 

The target users are asylum caseworkers, COI researchers, policymakers, and decision-making 
authorities. 

The drafting process (including reviewing) for this report was finalised on 31 July 2020. Any event 
taking place after this period is not included in this report. More information on the reference period 
for this report can be found in the Methodology section of the introduction. 

Addenda and Corrigenda: On 9 October 2020, this report was re-published in order to correct some 
factual errors and to add some relevant information which was missing in the original version. The list 
of corrections and additions made can be found in Annex 3.  

 

 

 

1 The EASO methodology is largely based on the Common EU Guidelines for processing Country of Origin Information (COI), 
2008, and can be downloaded from the EASO website: http://www.easo.europa.eu. 

http://www.easo.europa.eu/
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Glossary and abbreviations 

AAN Afghanistan Analysts Network 

ACC Afghan Citizen Card 

AGEs Anti-Government Elements are individuals and armed groups involved 
in armed conflict with, or armed opposition against, the government 
of Afghanistan and/or international military forces. Examples of such 
groups include the Taliban, the Haqqani Network, Islamic Movement 
of Uzbekistan, Islamic Jihad Union, Lashkari Tayyiba, Jaysh 
Muhammed and groups identifying themselves as Islamic 
{ǘŀǘŜκΨ5ŀŜǎƘΩΦ2 

ALCS Afghanistan Living Conditions Survey 

ANASOC Afghan National Army Special Operations Command 

ANSF/ANDSF Afghan National Security Forces/Afghan National Defense And 
Security Forces, an umbrella term which includes:3 

ABF (Afghan Border Force); 

ALP (Afghan Local Police); 

ANA (Afghan National Army); 

AAF (Afghan Air Force); 

ANP (Afghan National Police); 

ANCOF (Afghan National Civil Order Force); 

ASF (Afghan Special Forces); 

ANA TF (Afghan National Army Territorial Force); 

NDS (National Directorate of Security) 

AQ Al Qaeda 

Attrition  Attrition is unplanned and planned total losses, including Dropped 
from Rolls, Killed in Action, Separation, and Other losses 
[disappearance/captured, disability, death (not in action), retirement, 
exempted (i.e. AWOL or permanent medical), or transfer to the 
ANA/ANP]4 

AWOL Absent Without Leave5 

Civilian UNAMA ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǿ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩΥ 

persons who are not members of military/paramilitary forces or 
members of organised armed groups with continuous combat function 
and are protected against direct attacks unless and for such time as 
they directly participate in hostilities.6 

 

2 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 February 2019, url, pp. 59, 61 
3 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 February 2019, url, p. 61 
4 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, December 2018, url, p. 42 
5 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, December 2018, url, p. 43 
6 UNAMA Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 February 2019, url, p. 62 

https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_v3.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_v3.pdf
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Dec/20/2002075158/-1/-1/1/1225-REPORT-DECEMBER-2018.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Dec/20/2002075158/-1/-1/1/1225-REPORT-DECEMBER-2018.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_v3.pdf
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CTC US Combating Terrorism Center 

DFR Dropped from Rolls personnel are those soldiers and police who leave 
the organisation prior to the end of their contract for reasons that 
include desertion or being absent without leave for over a month.7 

Eid ul-Fitr ΨCŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
of Ramadan 

ETIM East Turkestan Islamic Movement 

FATA Federally Administered Tribal Areas 

GIRoA Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

Ground engagements Ground engagements include kinetic ground operations, stand-off 
attacks, crossfire and armed clashes between parties to the conflict. 
Ground engagements include attacks or operations in which small 
arms, heavy weapons and/or area weapons systems, i.e. mortars and 
rockets are fired.8 

HIG Hezb-e Islami/Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 

IEC Independent Election Commission 

IED Improvised Explosive Device. A bomb constructed and deployed in 
ways other than in conventional military action. IEDs can broadly be 
divided into four categories:  

Command-Operated IEDs ς Radio or remote-controlled IEDs operated 
from a distance that can enable operators to detonate a pre-placed 
device at the precise time a target moves into the target area. 
Magnetic-IEDs are IEDs attached by a magnetic or other device and are 
a sub-category of command-operated IEDs. 

Victim-Operated IEDs ς These detonate when a person or vehicle 
triggers the initiator or switch which could be a pressure plate (PP-IED) 
or pressure release mechanism, trip wire or another device, resulting 
in an explosion.  

Other IEDs ς This category includes command-wired IEDs and timed-
IEDs and IEDs where the trigger/switch type for detonation could not 
be determined.  

Suicide IEDs ς Separately from data on IEDs, UNAMA documents 
civilian casualties resulting from complex and suicide attacks. Suicide 
IEDs are generally either Body-Borne IEDs (BB-IEDs) or Suicide Vehicle-
Borne IEDs (SVB-IEDs). Body-Borne IEDs refer to situations where a 
suicide bomber wears an explosive vest or belt while Suicide Vehicle-
Borne IEDs is defined as the detonation of a vehicle rigged with 
explosives by a driver or passenger inside the vehicle, or the 
detonation of a BB-IED by the driver or a passenger while inside the 
vehicle.9 

IEHCA Islamic Emirate High Council of Afghanistan 

 

7 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, December 2018, url, p. 43 
8 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 February 2019, url, p. 63 
9 UNAMA, Afghanistan, Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, Special Report - Increasing Harm to Afghan Civilians from 
the Deliberate and Indiscriminate Use of Improvised Explosive Devices, October 2018, url, p. 10 

https://media.defense.gov/2018/Dec/20/2002075158/-1/-1/1/1225-REPORT-DECEMBER-2018.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_v3.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/protection_of_civilians_in_armed_conflict_special_report_suicide_and_other_ied_devices_october_2018_-_english.pdf
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IMF LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ CƻǊŎŜǎ 

IMU Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan 

IS, ISKP Islamic State, also called ISIS, ISIL or Daesh. Islamic State in Afghanistan 
is referred to as Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISKP). 

Khost Protection Force ! ΨŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊŎŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ нллм ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
(CIA/US special forces) control. There are long-standing allegations 
against the Khost Protection Force of extrajudicial killings, torture, 
beating and unlawful detentions.10 

KIA Killed in Action11 

LeJ Lashkar-e-Jhangvi 

LeT Lashkar-e-Tayyiba 

Loya Paktia ΨDǊŜŀǘŜǊ tŀƪǘȅŀΩΣ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ tŀƪǘȅŀΣ 
tŀƪǘƛƪŀ ŀƴŘ YƘƻǎǘ 

NUG 

NSIA 

National Unity Government 

National Statistics and Information Authority (formerly Central 
Statistics Organisation, CSO) 

ODI Overseas Development Institute 

OFS hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ {ŜƴǘƛƴŜƭ 

PGF Pro-Government Forces. Afghan National Security Forces and other 
forces and groups that act in military or paramilitary counter-
insurgency operations and are directly or indirectly under the control 
of the government of Afghanistan12 

PRT Provincial Reconstruction Team 

Red Unit/Red Brigade Lƴ нлмрΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ ǳƴƛǘ ƴŀƳŜŘ wŜŘ ¦ƴƛǘ 
ƻǊ wŜŘ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ όΨǎǊŀ ǉŜǘΩŀΩ ƛƴ tŀǎƘǘƻύΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǊŀǇƛŘ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊŎŜΩΦ13 

RS Resolute Support; a NATO-led mission  

SIGAR Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction 

TAAC ¢ǊŀƛƴΣ !ŘǾƛǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ !ǎǎƛǎǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ 

TTP Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan 

UNAMA United Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan 

USDOD United States Department of Defense  

USDOS United States Department of State 

Ushr An Islamic tax (normally 10 %) on certain products, for example 
agricultural products. 

  

 

10 Clark, K., Khost Protection Force Accused of Fresh Killings: Six men shot dead in Zurmat, AAN, 21 January 2019, url  
11 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, December 2018, url, p. 32 
12 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of civilians in armed conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 February 2019, url, p. 64 
13 Times (The), Helmand teeters after Taliban storm in with British tactics, 21 August 2016, url  

https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/khost-protection-force-accused-of-fresh-killings-six-men-shot-dead-in-zurmat/
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Dec/20/2002075158/-1/-1/1/1225-REPORT-DECEMBER-2018.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_v3.pdf
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/helmand-teeters-after-taliban-storm-in-with-british-tactics-m7336rhhh
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Introduction 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻπŘǊŀŦǘŜŘ ōȅ 9!{h /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ hǊƛƎƛƴ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ό/hLύ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
/hL ǳƴƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǳōǎƛŘƛŀǊȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ 9!{hΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ !ƴƴŜȄ нΦ 

Methodology  

This report is an update of the EASO COI report Afghanistan Security Situation first published in January 
2015 and updated annually.14  

For the assessment of the need for international protection, the terms of reference for this report have 
been developed with a focus on the key elements from Article 15(c) of the Qualification Directive (QD). 

Based on various sources consulted by EASO15, these key elements can be broken down into topics 
and/or indicators. Examples include: parties to the conflict; intensity level of the violence; nature of 
the violence; regional spreading of the violence; targets of the violence; risk of collateral damage; use 
of arms and tactics; possibility to reach areas ς security of transport (roads and airports); and indirect 
effects of the violence/conflict. 

Based upon a study of all the mentioned sources, a list of elements and indicators was drafted, which 
served as a basis for the terms of reference (see Annex 2). In order to make a well-informed 
assessment of the fear of persecution or risk of serious harm, information is needed on these security-
related elements and indicators on a regional, provincial or even district level in the country of origin. 

EU+ countriesΩ16 COI specialists, policy and decision experts and UNHCR gave input on the terms of 
reference. 

The information gathered is a result of research using public, specialised paper-based and electronic 
sources. The reference period for the description of latest trends and illustrative incidents is from 
1 March 2019 until 30 June 2020. Some additional information was added during the finalisation of 
this report in response to feedback received during the quality control process, until 31 July 2020. 

This report is produced in line with the EASO COI Report Methodology (2019)17 and the EASO COI 
Writing and Referencing Style Guide (2019).18 In order to ensure that the drafters respected the EASO 
COI Report Methodology, a review was carried out by COI specialists from the countries and 
organisations listed as reviewers in the Acknowledgements section. All comments made by the 
reviewers were taken into consideration and most of them were implemented in the final draft of this 
report. 

 

14 9!{h /hL ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ Ǿƛŀ 9!{hΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ url  
15 The elements, topics and indicators were identified by various sources that have a different position in the legal hierarchy 
and provide different levels of detail: The Qualification Directive (Recitals and articles); Case law from the Court of Justice of 
the EU in Luxembourg; National State Practice (National legislation; National case law; National policy and first instance 
decision practice); Case law from the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg; Opinions of experts, academics and 
specialised organisations; See the following EASO publications: EASO, Article 15(c) Qualification Directive (2011/95/EU) A 
judicial analysis, December 2014, url; The Implementation of Article 15(c) QD in EU Member States, July 2015, url 
16 EU+ countries are the EU Member States plus the associated countries Norway and Switzerland. 
17 EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information (COI) Report Methodology, June 2019, url 
18 EASO, Writing and Referencing Guide for EASO Country of Origin Information (COI) Reports, June 2019, url 

https://www.easo.europa.eu/information-analysis/country-origin-information/country-reports
https://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/Article-15c-Qualification-Directive-201195EU-A-judicial-analysis.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/EASO_The-Implementation-of-Art-15c-QD-in-EU-Member-States.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Writing_and_Referencing_Guide.pdf
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Sources 

For data on civilian casualties, the two main sources used in this report are the United Nations 
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and NATO Resolute Support (RS) mission/ Special 
Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR). In addition, to illustrate examples of 
incidents which caused civilian caǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎΩ 
Afghan War Casualty Report was used. The Afghan War Casualty Report is a weekly and monthly 
ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƛƭƛƴƎ Ψŀƭƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ōȅ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎhout 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩΦ !ǎ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŜǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭǘȅ 
figures, but in most cases these cannot be independently verified by The Times. Similarly, the reports 
do not include Taliban claims for their attacƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘΦΩ19 
Information from Voice of Jihad,20 ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǘƻ 
illustrate examples of incidents causing civilian casualties in some provinces.  

UNAMA: 
This report relies extensively on data and information provided by UNAMA in their reports on 
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict in Afghanistan. UNAMA uses a robust methodology to verify 
reported incidents by corroborating and cross-checking incidents, conducting on-site investigations, 
and consulting a broad range of credible and reliable sources. For verification of each incident involving 
a civilian casualty, UNAMA requires at least three different and independent sources. Unverified 
incidents are not included in its reporting.21 According to analysts, this stringent verification standard 
ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀƴ ¦b!a! ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ.Ω22 

For data on violent incidents, publicly available curated datasets from the Armed Conflict Location and 
Event Data Project (ACLED) have been used.  

ACLED: 
ACLED is a project collecting, analysing and mapping information on crisis and conflict in Africa, south 
and south-east Asia and Middle East and provides datasets on conflict incidents.23 Its methodology 
applied for coding and monitoring of the data is explained in details in its Codebook.24 As ACLED points 
out, the reader should, however, be aware of some limitations in the data. These limitations are: 

ΨǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ publicly available, secondary reports. 
This means that the data is in part a reflection of the coverage and reporting priorities of media 
and international organisations. One of the effects of this is that it may under-estimate the 
volume of events of non-strategic importance (for example, low-level communal conflict, or 
events in very isolated areas). We work to address this possibility by triangulating data sources 
to include humanitarian and international organisation reports, rather than media alone; and 
by conducting ground-truthing exercises in which we present data to local organisations and 
partners to assess its validity among people working directly in conflict-ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎΦΩ25 

Therefore, ACLED's figures in this report are to be considered as an estimate and indication of trends 
in violence over a given period of time. 

 

19 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report, n.d., url 
20 Voice of Jihad, [English], n.d., url 
21 ¦b!a!Ωǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ Ŏŀƴ be found at: UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed 
Conflict Annual Report 2018, 24 February 2019, url, pp. i-ii 
22 Bjelica, J. and Ruttig, T., UNAMA Mid-¸ŜŀǊ wŜǇƻǊǘ нлмтΥ bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǘ άǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƭŜǾŜƭέΣ му Wǳƭȅ нлмтΣ 
url  
23 ACLED, About Acled, n.d., url 
24 ACLED methodology, see ACLED Codebook url  
25 ACLED, Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) Guide for Media Users, January 2015, url, pp. 9-10 

https://www.nytimes.com/spotlight/afghan-war-casualty-reports
http://alemarahenglish.net/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2018_final_24_feb_2019_0.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/unama-mid-year-report-2017-number-of-civilian-casualties-still-at-record-level/
https://acleddata.com/about-acled/
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2017/10/ACLED_Codebook_2019FINAL_pbl.pdf
http://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/ACLED_User-Guide-for-Media_2015.pdf
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For Afghanistan, ACLED covers political violence and protest spanning from January 2017 to the 
present. Each week, ACLED researches and reviews about 60 sources in English and Dari/Farsi on 
political violence in Afghanistan and collects the information into a database.26 

ACLED codes security incidents as follows: 

¶ Battles: violent clashes between at least two armed groups. Battles can occur between armed 
and organised state, non-state, and external groups, and in any combination therein. Sub-
events of battles are armed clashes, government regains territory and non-state actor 
overtakes territory. The sub-ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜ Ψ!ǊƳŜŘ ŎƭŀǎƘΩ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ΨŀǊƳŜŘΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ōŀǘǘƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΩΦ 

¶ Violence against civilians: Ψviolent events where an organised armed group deliberately inflicts 
violence upon unarmed non-combatants. ά±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎέ includes attempts at 
inflicting harm (e.g. beating, shooting, torture, rape, mutilation, etc.) or forcibly disappearing 
(e.g. kidnapping and disappearances) civilian actors. The following sub-event types are 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜΥ ά{ŜȄǳŀƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέΣ ά!ǘǘŀŎƪέΣ ŀƴŘ 
άAbduction/forced disappearanceέΦΩ 

¶ Explosions/remote violence: events where an explosion, bomb or other explosive device was 
used to engage in conflict. They include one-sided violent events in which the tool for engaging 
in conflict creates asymmetry by taking away the ability of the target to engage or defend 
themselves and their location. They include air/drone strikes, suicide bombs, 
shelling/artillery/missile attack, remote explosive/landmine/IED, grenade, chemical weapon. 

¶ Riots: are a violent demonstration, often involving a spontaneous action by unorganised, 
unaffiliated members of society. They include violent demonstration, mob violence. 

¶ Protests: public demonstration in which the participants do not engage in violence, though 
violence may be used against them. It includes peaceful protests, protest with intervention, 
excessive force against protesters. 

¶ Strategic developments: information regarding the activities of violent groups that is not itself 
recorded as political violence, yet it may trigger future events or contribute to political 
dynamics within and across states. It includes agreements, change to group/activity, non-
violent transfer of territory, arrests.27  

Data on violent incidents reported in Chapter 2 of this report is based on EASO analysis of ACLED public 
data extracted on 7 July 2020. For the purpose of this report, only the following types of events were 
included as violent incidents in the analysis of the security situation in Afghanistan: battles, 
explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians. The ACLED data, and maps derived from 
such data, used in this report refer to the timeframe between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020. 

On territorial control by the Taliban in Afghanistan, information collected and presented in a map by 
the Long War Journal (LWJ) was used in this report, alongside additional sources researched to the 
extent possible to corroborate the LWJ findings.  

LWJ: 
The LWJ is a project by the non-profit policy institute the Foundation for Defense of Democracies 
(FDD).28 ¢ƘŜ [²WΩǎ aŀǇǇƛƴƎ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǇŜƴ-source information, such 
as press reports and information provided by government agencies and the Taliban. The LWJ classifies 
the level of control as follows:  

Ψά¦ƴŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘέ Řƛstrict ώΧϐ has some level of claim-of-control made by the Taliban, but either 
has not yet beenτor cannot beτ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ [²W ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ ! ά/ƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘέ 
district may mean that the government may be in control of the district center, but little else, 
and the Taliban controls large areas or all of the areas outside of the district center. A 

 

26 ACLED, Methodology and Coding Decisions around the Conflict in Afghanistan, (Version 3) March 2020, url  
27 ACLED, Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) Codebook, October 2017, url, pp. 7-14 
28 LWJ, About us, n.d. url 

https://acleddata.com/download/13399/
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2017/10/ACLED_Codebook_2019FINAL_pbl.pdf
https://www.longwarjournal.org/about
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ά/ƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘέ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ Ƴŀȅ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
and security, and also running the local courts.Ω29  

On internal displacement, the main source used is ǘƘŜ ΨLƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ 5ƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ /ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΩ data 
collection by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA). The UNOCHA data 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ŘŀǘŜΩ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Bibliography.  

Structure and use of the report 

This report is not meant to be read as a whole. In the first part a general description is given on the 
security situation in Afghanistan including a geographical overview, which is then explained in greater 
detail in the second part, holding a regional description of geographic subdivisions (Kabul City and 34 
provinces). 

Provinces and districts 
The provincial chapters in this report are organised alphabetically and have the following structure: a 
general description of the province contains information on the geography and population; the conflict 
background takes a longer term look at the security situation in a province, including the armed actors 
active in the province. A section on recent trends in the security situation describes the nature of the 
violence, targets, locations, and casualties within the timeframe from 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020. 
Finally, conflict-induced displacements are described in a separate section. Recent security incidents 
described in sub-sections should be read as illustrations of trends in the security situation and not as 
an exhaustive list of incidents. 

Both the general and regional sections provide information from various sources on the relevant 
elements and indicators. Information on an indicator as such should never be taken as conclusive but 
as indicative for protection assessment and is to be read together with all other indicators and 
information on the region (or province, district). 

There are a number of provinces and districts for which the administrative boundaries are unclear. For 
example, it is unclear whether the district of Gizab belongs to Uruzgan or Daykundi province.30 Nor is 
it clear whether the district of Gormach belongs to Badghis or Faryab province.31 

The Managing Director at Alcis, a company providing geographic information services with many years 
of experience in Afghanistan, contacǘŜŘ ōȅ hCtw!Ωǎ Information, Documentation and Research 
Division, stated in an e-mail in August 2017 that 

ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ǳƴƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǳǎŜΦ  There 
ŀǊŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ΨƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎΦ ώΧϐ The boundaries within these different datasets have changed 
over time. Some districts have been passed across to other provinces for administrative 
purposes. Some new districts have been created over time. Some areas within Afghanistan are 
still referred to as districts by locals of the area, even though they have never had boundaries 
created for them and never been treated as a district.Ω32 

In absence of an official list of districts, EASO chooses in principal to follow the administrative divisions 
of the provinces used by UNOCHA, as they produce very clear maps and use the same division 
systematically in all their publications.33  

  

 

29 More information on the methodology used by LWJ can be found at: LWJ, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistan, 
Methodology, n.d., url 
30 Norway, Landinfo, Respons. Afghanistan: Gizab-distriktet, 11 December 2014, url  
31 Bjelica, J., How Neglect and Remoteness Bred Insurgency and a Poppy Boom: The story of Badghis, 22 February 2017, url 
32 Brittan, R., Managing Director Alcis, e-mail to OFPRA, 16 August 2017 
33 All relevant maps on Afghanistan by UNOCHA can be found at: UNOCHA, Maps/Infographics ς Afghanistan, n.d., url 
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https://landinfo.no/asset/3018/1/3018_1.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/how-neglect-and-remoteness-bred-insurgency-and-a-poppy-boom-the-story-of-badghis/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographics
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Map  

 
Map 1: Afghanistan - administrative divisions, source: UNOCHA34 

 

34 UNOCHA, Afghanistan - administrative divisions, January 2014, url 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographic/afghanistan-administrative-divisions-january-2014
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1. General description of the security 
situation in Afghanistan 

1.1 Background of the conflict 

1.1.1 Overview of recent conflicts in Afghanistan 

The so-called Saur Revolution on 27 April 1978 brought the Afghan communists to power.35 In 1979, 
the government of the former Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan to support the communist Afghan 
government headed by Babrak Karmal. The invasion was followed by a decade of armed conflict 
between the Afghan government, supported by Soviet troops, and armed opposition groups, often 
ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƳǳƧŀƘƛŘŜŜƴΩΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ 
participated in a nation-wide armed uprising that lasted until the government finally collapsed in 1992, 
following the Soviet withdrawal in 1989.36 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜΣ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ Ψ/ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊΩ ǎŀǿ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ mujahidin groups who 
had formed new alliances and fronts fighting for control of Afghanistan.37 War between the competing 
mujahidin factions and militias was characterised by severe human rights breaches.38 This led to the 
emergence in 1994 of a group called the Taliban, who brought stability in areas under their control, 
which won them support from segments of the population.39 They gradually gained more control and 
conquered Kabul in 1996. By 2001, the Taliban controlled most of the Afghan territory. But by the end 
of the year, as a consequence of the 11 September attacks in the US, they were ousted by a US-led 
military operation.40 The US gave its support to the mujahideen front opposing the Taliban, at that 
time known as Northern Alliance or Northern Coalition.41 

On 22 December 2001, based on the Bonn Agreement, an Afghan interim government was formed, 
led by Hamid Karzai42, a Pashtun, who also won the first presidential elections in October 2004.43 The 
Taliban had reorganised and increased their presence substantially by 2006 in Wardak, Logar, Zabul 
and Uruzgan provinces and began expanding along the western edge of Kabul province.44 Other anti-
government elements (AGEs) operating in Afghanistan included Hezb-e Islami/Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
(HIG), the Haqqani Network45 and Al Qaeda affiliates, including Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan (TTP), 
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT), Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU).46 This 

 

35 /ƭŀǊƪΣ YΦΣ !ƴ !ǇǊƛƭ 5ŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘŀƴƎŜŘ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ нΥ !ŦƎƘŀƴǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŀǳǊ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩΣ !!bΣ нт !ǇǊƛƭ нлмуΣ ƭŀǎǘ 
updated 9 March 2020, url  
36 Barfield, T., A Cultural and Political History, 2010, p. 234; BBC News, Afghanistan profile ς Timeline, updated on: 9 
September 2019, url; Ipsos/ICRC, Our world. Views from the field. Summary report: Afghanistan, Colombia, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Georgia, Haiti, Lebanon, Liberia and the Philippines. Opinion Survey, June 2009, url, p. 10; Oxfam 
International, The Cost of War, Afghan Experiences of Conflict, 1978-2009, November 2009, url, pp. 7-9. 
37 BBC News, Afghanistan profile ς Timeline, updated on: 9 September 2019, url; HRW, Afghanistan: Crisis of Impunity, July 
2001, url, pp. 13-мтΤ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ DǊƻǳǇΣ ¢ƘŜ LƴǎǳǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ IŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ мт WǳƴŜ нлммΣ url, p. 3 
38 Oxfam International, The Cost of War, Afghan Experiences of Conflict, 1978-2009, November 2009, url, p. 10 
39 Giustozzi, A. and Ibrahimi, N., Thirty Years of Conflict: Drivers of anti-Government Mobilisation in Afghanistan, 1978-
2011, January 2012, url, p. 22. 
40 CFR, The Taliban in Afghanistan, 4 July 2014, url  
41 LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ DǊƻǳǇΣ ¢ƘŜ LƴǎǳǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ IŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ мт WǳƴŜ нлммΣ url, p. 5 
42 Oxfam International, The Cost of War, Afghan Experiences of Conflict, 1978-2009, November 2009, url, p. 13; UNAMA, 
Eighth Anniversary Today of 2001 Afghan Interim Authority, 22 December 2009, url   
43 Guardian (The), The Afghan interim government: who's who, 6 December 2001, url; NYT, Election of Karzai Is Declared 
Official, 4 November 2004, url 
44 LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ DǊƻǳǇΣ ¢ƘŜ LƴǎǳǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ IŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ мт WǳƴŜ нлммΣ url, p. 7 
45 LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ DǊƻǳǇΣ ¢ƘŜ LƴǎǳǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ IŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ мт WǳƴŜ нлммΣ url, pp. 14-15 
46 UN Secretary-General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and security, 18 June 
2014, url, p. 6. 
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insurgency was characterised by mainly asymmetric warfare: AGEs used roadside and suicide bombs 
and complex47 attacks, intimidation of civilians and targeted killings to destabilise the country. This 
was countered by searches, clearance operations and bombings by the Afghan National Security Forces 
(ANSF) and international military forces.48 According to the United Nations Assistance Mission to 
Afghanistan (UNAMA), the security situation deteriorated after 2005. The conflict deepened 
throughout 2007 and 2008, directly affecting around a third of the country.49 

From 2010 onwards, the Taliban-led insurgency spread into all regions of Afghanistan.50 By the end of 
2014, a transition of security responsibility from international troops to the ANSF was completed. The 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !b{C ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ΨǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ƴŜǿΣ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ƴƻƴ-combat NATO-
ƭŜŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ όάwŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘέύΩΦ51 After the 2014 international military withdrawal, the Taliban have 
rapidly expanded their presence countrywide.52 A 2017 report by UN Secretary General noted that the 
Taliban had been able to control larger parts of the country and the emergence of Islamic State in Iraq 
and the Levant - YƘƻǊŀǎŀƴ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ όL{Ytύ ŀŘŘŜŘ Ψŀ ƴŜǿΣ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ53 In 
2018, fighting intensified particularly in the east, south-east and in some areas within the south. The 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ΨƳŀŘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ Ǝŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǎǇŀǊǎŜƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΩΦ54 Human Rights Watch noted that although the Taliban claimed to 
target government and foreign military facilities only, their indiscriminate use of force killed and 
injured hundreds of civilians.55  

On 29 February 2020, after more than 18 years of conflict, the US and the Taliban signed an Ψagreement 
for bringing peaceΩ to Afghanistan (for more details on the so-called Doha agreement see 1.1.3 Peace 
Talks).56 DǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩ όwƛ±ύ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŦǊƻƳ нн ǘƻ ну February 2020, a drop in security 
incidents was recorded between the pro-government forces and the Taliban.57 However, after the RiV 
ŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƘŀ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΩ ƴƻǘ 
against foreign troops, but against the Afghan government.58 ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
reportedly sought assurances from the main Taliban leadership that fighting will continue regardless 
of the agreement.59 Violence resumed immediately after the RiV ended.60 

1.1.2 Political landscape 

The disputed 2014 presidential election resulted in a political compromise which led to the 
establishment of the National Unity Government (NUG), under the presidency of Ashraf Ghani and 
Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah. Divisions within the government, particularly between Ghani and 
!ōŘǳƭƭŀƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀƳǇǎΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ b¦DΩǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ61 According to AAN, in 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмтΣ Ψƛǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǇƻǿŜǊ-sharing arrangements [have] paralysed governance in 

 

47 See Glossary 
48 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of civilians in armed conflict Midyear Report 2014, July 2014, url, pp. 5, 9, 21 
49 UNAMA, Afghanistan, Annual Report On Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, 2008, url, p. 1 
50 UN, Report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict in Afghanistan, 15 May 2015, url, p. 2 
51 NATO, Inteqal: Transition to Afghan lead, updated on: 7 January 2015, url 
52 International Crisis Group, Afghanistan: Growing Challenges, 30 April 2017, url 
53 UN, Special report on the strategic review of the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, 10 August 2017, url, 
p. 3 
54 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, Annual Report 2018, 24 February 2019, url, p. 8 
55 HRW, World Report 2019 - Afghanistan, 17 January 2019, url  
56 BBC News, Afghan conflict: US and Taliban sign deal to end 18-year war, 29 February 2020, url 
57 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, First Quarter Report: 1 January- 31 March 2020, June 
2020, p. 3; AAN, Voices from the Districts, the Violence Mapped (1): What has happened since the reduction in violence 
ended? 21 March 2020, url 
58 AAN, Voices from the Districts, the Violence Mapped (1): What has happened since the reduction in violence ended? 21 
March 2020, url 
59 UNSC, Eleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501 
(2019) concerning the Taliban, S/2020/415, 27 May 2020, url, para. 4 
60 Ruttig, T., From Doha to Peace? Obstacles rising in the way of intra-Afghan talks, 3 March 2020, url 
61 Foreign Policy, NUG One Year On: Struggling to Govern, 29 September 2015, url 
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Afghanistan.Ω62 A series of violent events in Kabul in May-June 2017 caused a political crisis, resulting 
ƛƴ ŀ ΨǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΩ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǊƛŦǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DƘŀƴƛ ŀƴŘ ƪŜȅ 
members of the Jamiaat-e Islami party.63 The crisis also resulted in the consolidation of power within 
the NUG64 and in the first eight months of 2017, the government made progress on high-level 
appointments, which had previously been a source of tension.65  

The Independent Election Commission (IEC) set a date for the next parliamentary and district council 
elections in July 2018.66 However, as a result of security challenges and voter registration reforms the 
long-delayed parliamentary elections were rescheduled again to October 2018.67 Parliamentary 
elections were held in 32 provinces on 20-21 October 2018.68 Voting in Kandahar was delayed by a 
week after the assassination of the provincial police chief in a Taliban-claimed attack two days before 
the original date of the elections.69 Voting in Ghazni was postponed indefinitely due to security issues 
and disagreements around constituencies.70  

Although voter turnout in Kabul and other urban centres was reportedly high, technical and 
organisational problems occurred at some of the roughly 4 900 polling stations across the country. In 
some polling stations machines registering fingerprints and portrait photos aiming to prevent double 
voting did not function properly while in others election staff had difficulties handling them.71  

In December 2018, the IEC announced a three-month delay for the presidential election which was 
originally scheduled for 20 April 2019.72 In March 2019, the elections were postponed again, due to 
ΨǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΩΦ73 Presidential candidates included incumbent Ashraf Ghani, Chief 
Executive Abdullah Abdullah, former national security adviser, Muhammad Hanif Atmar and also 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar.74 Interior Minister Amrullah Saleh, once a strong critic of the President stepped 
down from his position to join Ghani's team as a candidate for the post of vice-president.75 Appointing 
Saleh was an effort from the ethnic Pashtun Ghani to neutralise a political opponent and to get the 
support of the Tajiks, among whom Saleh has a strong backing.76 

On 28 September 2019, the presidential elections were finally held, with the lowest election turnout 
recorded since the Taliban were ousted in 2001. In the immediate aftermath of the elections, both 
frontrunners, incumbent Ashraf Ghani and Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah, declared victory 77, 
which resulted in the following five months of political impasse.78 After almost three months since the 
elections, and with delays due to allegations of fraud, irregularities, attacks and technical problems 
with biometric devices used for voting79, on 22 December 2019, the IEC announced the preliminary 
results showing 50.64 % of the votes (923 868) in favour of Ghani and 39.52 % of the votes (720 990) 
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67 Al Jazeera, Afghanistan's elections: All you need to know, 19 October 2018, url  
68 Tolo News, Ghazni Elections Could Be Held With Presidential Elections, 27 October 2018, url  
69 CNN, Kandahar goes to the polls in Afghan parliamentary vote delayed by violence, 27 October 2018, url  
70 Tolo News, Ghazni Elections Could Be Held With Presidential Elections, 27 October 2018, url 
71 Diplomat (The), Afghan Parliamentary Elections Marred by Technical Troubles and Insecurity, 21 October 2018, url  
72 France24, Afghan presidential election delayed until July 20, 30 December 2018, url  
73 Reuters, Afghanistan presidential election postponed to September, 20 March 2019, url 
74 !ŘƛƭƛΣ !Φ¸ΦΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ нлмф ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ όнύΥ ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΚΣ !!bΣ мм CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмфΣ url 
75 NYT, !ŦƎƘŀƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ wŀŎŜ ¢ŀƪŜǎ {ƘŀǇŜ ŀǎ DƘŀƴƛΩǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǊǎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜΣ му WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмфΣ url 
76 Reuters, Afghanistan's Ghani launches bid for second presidential term, 20 January 2019, url 
77 BBC, Afghanistan presidential election: Rivals declare victory after record low turnout, 30 September 2019, url  
78 Adili A. Y., End of post-ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƳǇŀǎǎŜΚ DƘŀƴƛ ŀƴŘ !ōŘǳƭƭŀƘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǇƻǿŜǊ-sharing formula, AAN 20 May 2020, url 
79 Reuters, Afghan election runoff likely amid thousands of complaints: officials, 23 December 2019, url 

https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/what-to-watch-key-issues-to-follow-in-afghanistan-in-2017/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_on_afghanistan_21_sept_2017.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_on_afghanistan_21_sept_2017.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_on_afghanistan_-_15_june_2017.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_on_afghanistan_21_sept_2017.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_on_afghanistan_21_sept_2017.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/10/afghanistan-parliamentary-election-181018102716970.html
https://www.tolonews.com/elections-2018/ghazni-elections%C2%A0could%C2%A0be-held-presidential-elections
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/10/27/asia/afghan-elections-kandahar-intl/index.html
https://www.tolonews.com/elections-2018/ghazni-elections%C2%A0could%C2%A0be-held-presidential-elections
https://thediplomat.com/2018/10/afghan-parliamentary-elections-marred-by-technical-troubles-and-insecurity/
https://www.france24.com/en/20181230-afghan-presidential-election-delayed-until-july-20
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-election/afghanistan-presidential-election-postponed-to-september-idUSKCN1R11X1
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/afghanistans-2019-elections-2-who-are-running-to-become-the-next-president/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/18/world/asia/afghanistan-president-ashraf-ghani.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-election/afghanistans-ghani-launches-bid-for-second-presidential-term-idUSKCN1PE0CT
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-49874970
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/end-of-the-post-election-impasse-ghani-and-abdullahs-new-power-sharing-formula/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-election/afghan-election-runoff-likely-amid-thousands-of-complaints-officials-idUSKBN1YR145


22 τ EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGHANISTAN ς SECURITY SITUATION 

in favour of Abdullah Abdullah.80 This latter rejected the preliminary results, stating they were based 
on fraud.81 The election turnover was estimated to be over 1.8 million82, with 31.5 % being composed 
of women.83  

After three days since the announcement of the preliminary results, IEC said to have registered around 
16 500 complaints.84 The final results were announced in February 2020, confirming almost exactly the 
preliminary outcome.85 Incumbent Muhammad Ashraf Ghani was declared the winner, with 50.64 % 
of votes. His rival Abdullah Abdullah, who was second with 39.52 % of votes86, rejected the results, 
declaring himself the winner87; he announced his intention to form an alternative, ΨƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΩ 
government, and in the following weeks started appointing some provincial governors.88 On 
9 March 2020, both Ghani and Abdullah held separate inauguration ceremonies taking the oath of 
office as the president of Afghanistan.89 

After months of tension, on 17 May 2020, President Ghani and Abdullah Abdullah, finally signed a 
power-sharing agreement.90 Under agreement, Abdullah is to lead the peace negotiations, becoming 
the leader of the High Council of National Reconciliation with executive authorities; in addition he has 
the right to appoint 50 % of the cabinet91, including for some key ministries, while provincial governors 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ψŀ ǊǳƭŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎƛŘŜǎΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ ƻŦ мо June нлнлΣ !!bΩǎ 
researcher Ali Yawar Adili and co-Director Thomas Ruttig observed that it was not clear yet whether 
such a rule had been put in place, noting that a cabinet had yet to be fully formed.92  

1.1.3 Peace talks 

After the collapse of the Doha peace talks in June 2013, talks did not resume before the new president, 
Ashraf Ghani, was inaugurated in September 2014.93 In January 2015, the Taliban stated that its 
preconditions for entering peace talks were the end of foreign military presence, the establishment of 
an Islamic government and the implementation of sharia.94 After the death of Mullah Omar was 
revealed in July 2015, a power struggle broke out within the Taliban which, at least in part, prevented 
further progress in the peace talks.95 

In January 2016, the US, Afghanistan, Pakistan and China formed a Quadrilateral Coordination Group 
to take forward the peace talks. However, the Taliban refused to engage with this process.96 In 
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September 2016, the government signed a peace deal with Hezb-e Islami/Gulbuddin Hekmatyar (HIG). 
5ŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ILD ŀǎ ŀ ΨŦŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇΩΣ Borhan Osman explained in 2016 the likely effect of this 
ŘŜŀƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜŦƛŜƭŘ ŀǎ ΨǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩΦ97 In 2017, 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DƘŀƴƛ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀ Ωƭŀǎǘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΩ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨYŀōǳƭ-ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΩΣ Ψan 
international ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩΦ98 
However, according to a September 2017 report of the UN Secretary DŜƴŜǊŀƭ Ψƴƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƛōƭŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 
has been made in fostering negotiations between the Government and the Taliban.Ω99 

Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ΨŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ǿŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ 
ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллмΩΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DƘŀƴƛΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ΨǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ 
ǇǊŜŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΩΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ 
were not up for negotiation. While the proposal included  the prospect of establishing a Taliban office 
in Kabul, the possibility of a ceasefire and also lifting the sanctions on those Taliban leaders who would 
Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ DƘŀƴƛ ƻŦ ΨƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΩ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪŜȅ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
withdrawal of foreign troops.100 In June 2018, ΨtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Ghani called a unilateral halt to all offensive 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ aǳǎƭƛƳ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƻŦ 9ƛŘ ǳƭ-Fitr which the Taliban also joined.101 However, 
ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜŀǎŜŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ƻŦficial 
negotiations with the Afghan government.102  

International diplomatic efforts intensified towards peace with the appointment of Zalmay Khalilzad as 
the US Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation in September 2018103 and with Russia 
hosting a meeting in November 2018 on the peace process that was attended by 11 countries and the 
Taliban as well.104 Both tracks of negotiations continued in 2019. The Moscow meeting in the beginning 
of February 2019 brought together the Taliban delegation led by chief negotiator, Sher Mohammad 
Abbas Stanekzai and senior Afghan politicians led by former President Hamid Karzai. The talks were 
scheduled just a week after the US and the Taliban finished six days of negotiations in Qatar.105  

According to Thomas Ruttig, co-Director of AAN, while in Doha progress was being made in the form 
of an agreed draft framework, the negotiations so far did not involve the Afghan government, one of 
the main three parties to the conflict, since their inclusion is blocked by the Taliban.106 The next round 
of talks, the highest level negotiations yet, began on 25 February 2019 between the insurgent group 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ aǳƭƭŀƘ !ōŘǳƭ DƘŀƴƛ .ŀǊŀŘŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦ107  

A consultative Loya Jirga ς a gathering of Afghan politicians and tribal, ethnic and religious leaders - 
was initially planned in Kabul in March 2019 with the goal of creating a framework for the Afghan 
government to engage in peace negotiations with the Taliban. The Loya Jirga was eventually 
postponed.108 In September 2019, US President Donald Trump declared the US-Taliban negotiations 
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ΨŘŜŀŘΩ109, after the Taliban killed a US soldier; however, the discussions between the two sides resumed 
within weeks behind the scenes.110  

On 29 February 2020, in Doha, the US and the Taliban signed the Agreement for Bringing Peace to 
Afghanistan.111 The main points outlined in the Doha agreement include guarantees by the Taliban on 
not providing protection to groups, such as Al Qaeda, that pose a threat to the US and its allies; 
guarantees by the US and their NATO allies to withdraw from Afghanistan; the question of ceasefire 
and the intra-Afghan negotiations.112 However, the Afghan government was not involved in the deal, 
with the Taliban later refusing to engage with their negotiating team, leading to questions about the 
Ǿƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΩ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ 
comprehensive peace deal.113  

Simultaneously with the Doha Agreement, the US signed a joint declaration114 with the government of 
Afghanistan, as an attempt to involve the Afghan government in the discussions, enabling political 
settlement and a permanent ceasefire, while also affirming continued support to the Afghan security 
forces and refraining from intervention in domestic affairs.115  

According to the Doha Agreement, all foreign military forces should withdraw from Afghanistan 
through a phased approach over 135 days, while in exchange, there should be mechanisms to prevent 
Afghanistan being used by group/individual security threats to the US and its allies (specifically the 
Taliban and Al Qaeda).116 The Agreement also stipulates that the modalities for a permanent ceasefire 
are to be negotiated in intra-Afghan negotiations, with a mutual release of prisoners proceeding such 
negotiations as a measure for confidence-building. Under the deal, the Afghan government is to 
release up to 5 000 Taliban prisoners; in exchange for 1 000 Afghan soldiers and police officers held by 
the Taliban. The prisoners release is described ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎƻǊŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ 
for the intra-Afghan talks.117 !!b ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ΨŦŜǿ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴ 
the Agreement, adding that Taliban prisoner release deals also led to concerns of a return to 
violence.118  

As of mid-June 2020, the Afghan government said to have released 3 000 prisoners, while the Taliban 
has freed 500. President Ghani also announced the decision to release additional 2 000 in order to 
pave the way for peace talks with the group.119 However, at the time of finalising this report, there was 
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reluctance among both Afghan and Western officials about releasing hundreds of Taliban prisoners 
considerŜŘ ŀǎ Ψǘƻƻ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΩΦ120 

According to the Security Council, reporting in May 2020,  

ΨǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŦƻǊƳƛŘŀōƭŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
divisions within the group, which make compromise with its adversaries difficult, and its 
messaging remains hard-line. The group also appears well prepared for the 2020 fighting 
season and raising the tempo of its attacks on Afghan government targets while trying to avoid 
provoking the United States. Differences in interpretation of the agreement could lead to 
periodic crises in its implementation. Hard-line Taliban believe that they can and will still 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƛƳǎ ōȅ ŦƻǊŎŜΦΩ121   

At the time of drafting this report, there was little clarity as to the scope of the intra-Afghan 
ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ CƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎΥ ΨǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ 
ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ǇƘŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ.122 In mid-June 2020, 
the Taliban and the Afghan government finally agreed on Doha as the venue for their first session of 
high-ƭŜǾŜƭ ΨƛƴǘǊŀ-!ŦƎƘŀƴ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΩΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜƭŘ ƻŦŦ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ prisoner 
releases.123 At the beginning of July 2020, Abdullah Abdullah announced an official visit to Pakistan as 
part of the efforts to initiate the intra-!ŦƎƘŀƴ ǘŀƭƪǎΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƛƳƳƛƴŜƴǘΩΦ124 

1.1.4 International context 

In 2017, the US decided to slow down its troop withdrawal and, in August 2017, President Donald 
Trump promised to deploy more American troops to Afghanistan to continue to train Afghan forces.125 
However, in late December 2018, media reported that President Trump decided to withdraw around 
7 000 troops from Afghanistan, about half of the remaining US force there.126 As of December 2018, 
there were an estimated 14 000 US troops in Afghanistan.127 Around 8 500 of them were part of the 
Resolute Support (RS) Mission, a 17 000-strong international NATO force tasked to train and advise 
the Afghan military.128 As of June 2020, the RS troops in Afghanistan were around 16 000, 8 000 of 
which were US troops.129 The total number of US troops present in the country at the moment of the 
Doha Agreement, in February 2020, was estimated to be between 12 000 and 13 000.130  

As part of the bilateral agreement signed between the US and the Taliban on 29 February 2020, the 
US agreed to reduce their troops from over 12 000 to 8 600 within 135 days (by mid-July 2020); NATO 
and other coalition forces would also reduce their presence proportionally; with the commitment of a 
total withdrawal of all US and NATO troops within 14 months (by April нлнмύΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ΨŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΦ131 On 18 June 2020, the US stated they had fulfilled their commitment 
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under the Doha Agreement of reducing their troops in Afghanistan to 8 600. As for the timeframe set 
for the full withdrawal of all US and foreign troops, US General Frank McKenzie, who oversees US 
ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ΨŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦ132 

In June 2020, NATO said they would reduce their troops from around 16 000 to around 12 000 during 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ƛƴ ŀ ΨǎǘŜǇ-by-step and conditions-based process, reflecting the 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΩΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ b!¢h !ƭƭƛŜǎ and Resolute Support Mission confirmed 
their financial support to the Afghan security forces until the end of 2020.133 

In 2016-2017, !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŜƴǎŜ134 and remained tenuous in 2018.135 
Both countries have been blaming each other for sheltering terrorists136 and escalating border tensions 
resulted in Pakistan building a fence on the border to prevent the movement of militants.137 USDOD 
noted that even though Pakistani military operations disrupted some militant safe havens, certain 
groups, such as the Taliban and the Haqqani Network enjoyed freedom of movement in Pakistan.138 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ LƳǊŀƴ YƘŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 
continued efforts to improve their relations.139 !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ-ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ 
that Pakistan opted for a constructive role in the Afghan peace talks, Islamabad released Mullah Abdul 
Ghani Baradar who had been imprisoned since 2010. Mullah Baradar was appointed as a new leader 
for the Taliban's political office in Qatar, effectively making him the chief negotiator on behalf of the 
insurgent group for the peace talks with the US.140 However, in January 2019, President Ghani 
suggested that Pakistan was a safe haven for militants and their cross-border activities by saying that 
ǘƘŜ ΨƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ǿŀǊ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ LǎƭŀƳŀōŀŘΣ vǳŜǘǘŀΣ ώŀƴŘϐ wŀǿŀƭǇƛƴŘƛ.Ω141  

During the US-Taliban negotiations, Pakistan played a key role helping to bring the Taliban to the 
table.142 In January 2019, during a visit to Pakistan, US Senator Lindsay Graham openly acknowledged 
Pakistan's efforts to help the Afghan peace process.143 tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ {ƘŀƘ aŜƘƳƻƻŘ 
vǳǊŜǎƘƛ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 5ƻƘŀΣ ΨǿŀǊƳƭȅ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎΩ.144  

Signs of improvement in the relationship between Pakistan and Afghanistan reportedly came with the 
Ǿƛǎƛǘ ōȅ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ŎƘƛŜŦǎ ǘƻ Yŀōǳƭ ƻƴ ф June 2020, which was described as an 
ice breaker for the relations between the two countries.145 The visit occurred within the context of 
intra-Afghan peace dialogue which was set to start in mid-June.146 At the beginning of July 2020, 
Abdullah Abdullah announced an official visit to Pakistan as part of the efforts to initiate the intra-
Afghan talks.147  

In 2017, there were several accounts of both Russia and Iran actively supporting the Taliban.148 
Although Russia denied organising talks between Taliban representatives and an Afghan delegation 
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led by Hamid Karzai, Moscow hosted meetings on the peace process in November 2018 and February 
нлмф ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ wC9κw[ ƛǘ ƛǎ ΨƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ-profile event would be allowed to take 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ aƻǎŎƻǿ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ YǊŜƳƭƛƴϥǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΩΦ149 Interviewed by the Washington Post, Carter 
Malkasian, a former senior adviser to American military commanders in Afghanistan, observed that 
Russia had cultivated relations with certain Taliban elements, mainly in northern Afghanistan, since 
the beginning oŦ нлмрΦ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
concerns over the threat posed by Islamic State groups in the region, but also because of their desire 
to see the US withdraw from Afghanistan.150  

At the end of June 2020, the New York Times revealed that Russian military intelligence unit offered 
bounties to militias linked to the Taliban for killing US and coalition forces in Afghanistan. US 
intelligence officials told the New York Times that the White House had already been briefed about 
the intelligence and the US National Security Council had discussed this issue at an interagency 
meeting in late March 2020.151 Following this revelation, both Russia and the Taliban denied the 
existence of the bounty program. US President Trump and his aides denied being ever briefed on the 
intelligence.152 

USDOD reported that Iran continued to pursue economic ties with the Afghan government, through 
trade, border security, and investment in shared railroad infrastructure; while at the same time 
continuing to provide support to the Taliban.153 Tehran viewed the Taliban as a useful tool to resist US 
influence on its border. Providing military equipment to them was seen as putting enough pressure on 
the United States without the risk of military retaliation.154 Iran has tried to strengthen its relationship 
with some Taliban factions also through economic, diplomatic, and security activities. However, 
following the US-Taliban agreement in Doha, in Tehran there are fears that some of most extreme 
elements of the Taliban ς mostly Sunni who are not well disposed towards predominantly Shia Iran ς 
can take power in a new central government which might result from infra-Afghan talks.155 

In an article analysing the latest developments in Afghanistan, in the light of the US-Taliban agreement 
and its impact on the democratic achievements of the country, Dr Ellinoir Zeino, noted that 
Ψ!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŀƭƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ 
to external conflicts ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦΩ156  
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1.2 Actors in the conflict 

1.2.1 Pro-government forces 

Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) 

The Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) or Afghan National Defence and Security Forces (ANDSF) 
are comprised of the Afghan National Army (including the Afghan Border Force, Afghan Air Force 
Afghan Territorial Army, Afghan National Civil Order Force), Afghan National Police (including Afghan 
Local Police), and the National Directorate of Security (including the Afghan Special Force).157  For more 
information on the Afghan security institutions, including their mandate and structure, integrity, and 
the main reported cases of violations perpetrated by these security forces, see EASO COI Report 
Afghanistan, State Structure and Security Forces, August 2020. 

Pro-government militias 

UNAMA defines pro-government armed group as follows: 
Ψ!ƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛzed armed non-State actor engaged in conflict in support of the Government and 
distinct from Afghan national security forces and criminal groups. Pro-Government armed 
groups do not include the Afghan Local Police, which fall under the command and control of 
the Ministry of Interior. These armed groups have no legal basis under the laws of Afghanistan 
and are not within the formal military structures of the Government of Afghanistan. In some 
cases, armed groups receive direct/indirect support of Government of Afghanistan or other 
{ǘŀǘŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΥ άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎέΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀǎ όŜǘƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ Ŏƭŀƴ- or otherwise-based), and civil defence forces and 
paramilitary groups.Ω158 

A specific local security structure that has existed in Afghan society for hundreds of years is the arbaki, 
community or tribal armies.159 From the beginning of the insurgency, different paramilitary initiatives 
have been developed and formalised to support the Afghan government and assist the formal armed 
forces of Afghanistan. The government and international military forces have also relied on militias 
that are not part of any formal government entity, for conducting searches, night raids or executions. 
The formalised paramilitary initiatives have all ceased except for the ALP, now operating within the 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨǘŜǊƳ ώarbaki] is now used for the ALP in many parts of the country.Ω160 

In 2015, the government developed a National Uprising Support Strategy to cover areas in Afghanistan 
ǿƘŜǊŜ !b{C ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ b5{ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƘƛǊŜŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻǊ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ΨǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ 
άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎέ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ b5{ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǾŜǘǎΩΦ The strength of these armed groups 
varied from 22 to 500 fighters, commanded by NDS or ANP.161 The Afghan government, NDS and CIA 
are known to arm strongmen to fight the Taliban and other militants, but some militia leaders use their 
new power to fight local turf wars. According to the LA Times, various militias and personal armed 
groups also battle amongst themselves over political influence.162  

Reuters indicated that in the past years, more than 30 000 villagers were paid and armed by the 
government with the support of international forces to fight as militia groups against the Taliban across 
the country. Although the government disbanded militia groups and stopped paying them, many 
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀƴŘ L{YtΦ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢aliban consider pro-government militia 
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ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
families.Ω163  

AANΩǎ Ŏƻ-Director Kate Clark ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ YƘƻǎǘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ CƻǊŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊŎŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 
established after 2001 under international (CIA/US special forces) control. Similar militias include the 
YŀƴŘŀƘŀǊ {ǘǊƛƪŜ CƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ tŀƪǘƛƪŀΩǎ !ŦƎƘŀƴ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ DǳŀǊŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƴƎǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
the Khost Protection Force of extrajudicial killings, torture, beating and unlawful detentions.164 
UNAMA added that the Khost Protection Force functions outside of the regular military command and 
control structures.165 In April 2020, Kate Clark noted: 

Ψ5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƛǘŦŀƭƭǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ defence ŦƻǊŎŜǎ Χ ǿƘŜƴ they work, they work 
extremely well, producing determined fighters with local knowledge who protect the civilians 
in their areas and often stand their ground more than regular troops because they have 
nowhere else to retreat to.Ω166 

International military forces 

¦b!a! ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ CƻǊŎŜǎΩ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

ΨάLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b!¢h-led 
Resolute Support Mission as well as US Forces-Afghanistan who, in addition to 
participating in the Resolute Support Mission, are also engaged in counterterrorism 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ {ŜƴǘƛƴŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎŜǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
Operatioƴǎ CƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΦΩ167 

From 2010, there was a gradual transition of security responsibilities from international forces to 
ANSF.168 On 31 December нлмпΣ L{!CΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ м January 2015, this led to the 
ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ b!¢hΩǎ L{!C ŎƻƳōŀǘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƴƻƴ-combat mission, Resolute Support, with a 
focus on training, advising and assisting ANSF.169 According to NATO, in February 2020, the total 
Resolute Support Mission strength was 15 937, with the goal to train, advise and assist the Afghan 
security forces.170 In total, 38 countries contribute to RS with the US, Germany and the UK as the largest 
contributors.171  

In March 2020, Stars and Stripes reported that the US troops have started to move out from their 
bases in Helmand (Bost Airfield), Laghman (Gamberi base) and Herat province.172 On 1 July 2020, 
USDOD indicated that nearly 13 000 US military personnel were serving in Afghanistan as part of the 
US hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ {ŜƴǘƛƴŜƭ όhC{ύ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ173, around 8 000 of them 
were assigned to the NATO RS mission.174 The USDOD added that by mid-July 2020, the number of US 
military personnel would reduce to 8 600 personnel in Afghanistan.175 
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1.2.2 Anti-Government Elements  

Information on the main Anti-Government Elements (AGEs) in Afghanistan, primarily the Taliban and 
Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISKP), including their modus operandi, structure, activities and 
targeted attacks can be found in EASO COI Report Afghanistan, Anti-Government Elements (AGEs), 
August 2020. 

1.3 Recent security trends and armed confrontations 

According to ACLED data, between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020 there were 15 287 security 
incidents recorded in Afghanistan, of whom 10 127 were coded as battles, 4 587 remote violence and 
573 incidents of violence against civilians. 

 

Figure 1. Afghanistan - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians 
from 1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data176 

According to several UN reports, issued between June 2019 and June 2020, the security situation in 
Afghanistan remained volatile during the mentioned period.177 In their annual report released in 
February 2020, UNAMA indicated that: 

ΨǘƘŜǊŜ were significant fluctuations in violence throughout the year [2019], coinciding with 
gains and setbacks made during negotiations between the Taliban and the United States of 
America in Doha. The first half of the year was characterized by an intense campaign of 
airstrikes by international military forces and search operations by Afghan forces, particularly 
by the National Directorate of Security Special Forces.Ω178 

On 29 February 2020, the US and the Taliban signed an agreement for bringing peace to Afghanistan.179 
After signing the deal, the Taliban almost immediately resumed180 and intensified attacks against 
ANDSF.181 The group carried out more than 4 500 attacks in 45 days across Afghanistan.182 According 
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to the US, the Taliban have not launched any attacks on international forces since the deal was made 
in February; however, they have increased their attacks on Afghan government forces183, with sources 
reporting over 76 attacks in 24 provinces within a week of signing the agreement.184 The US also 
ǊŜǎǳƳŜŘ ΨŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΩ ŀƛǊ strikes185, the first of which came five days after the deal.186 AFP stated that 
since the US-Taliban agreement, Taliban attacks have been less frequent in cities but have continued 
to target Afghan government forces in rural areas; for example, a Taliban attack killed 11 pro-
government militiamen in June 2020.187  

As indicated by the UN Security Council, on 19 March 2020, the Afghan acting Minister of Defence 
announced an Ψactive defence postureΩ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎΦ ΨThe day after high-profile 
attacks Ψhigh-profile attacks on 12 May targeting a hospital in Kabul and a funeral in Nangarhar, 
Mr Ghani announced that the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces would return to an 
άƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇƻǎǘǳǊŜέΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΦΩ188 

Between 24-26 May 2020, a three-day ceasefire was declared between the Taliban and the 
government on the occasion of Eid al-Fitr (Islamic holiday).189 After the brief ceasefire, sources cited 
by Long War Journal (LWJ) indicated that the Taliban increased their attacks again in June 2020, 
stepping up assaults on government forces.190 Tolonews cited the Afghan government ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ΨǘƘŜ 
Taliban initiated on average 30 attacks on the Afghan security forces each day after the Eid-ul-Fitr 
ceasefire.Ω191 Within the first week of June, according to the MoI, 222 attacks were carried out in 29 
provinces by the Taliban.192 In June 2020, Tolonews quoted Afghan officials stating that ANDSF and the 
Taliban were fighting each other in Takhar, Jawzjan, Paktia, Helmand, Khost, Ghor, Kunduz, Badghis, 
Kandahar, Samangan, Faryab, Ghazni, Logar, Herat and Badakhshan provinces of Afghanistan.193 
Widespread fighting between the ANSF and AGEs over the control of the Afghan highways was also 
reported in June 2020. The source indicated that as a result of [continued] fighting between the Taliban 
and AGEs, insecurity has significantly increased on the highways, including on the Kabul-Logar-Paktia, 
Kabul-Baghlan, Baghlan-Kunduz, Pul-e Khumri-Samangan, Kabul -Jalalabad and Kabul-Kandahar 
highways.194 

1.3.1 Armed clashes and assaults 

In 2019, UNAMA observed the lowest number of civilian casualties caused by ground engagements 
since 2013. During the period between 1 January to 31 December 2019, ground engagements in 
Afghanistan reportedly caused 3 057 civilian casualties, including 763 killed and 2 294 injured, which 
represents 10 % decrease compare to 2018. However, ground engagement remained the second 
leading cause of civilian casualties after suicide and non-suicide IEDs attacks, which represents 29 % of 
all attacks.195 During the first six months of 2020, between 1 January to 30 June 2020, ground 
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engagements remained the leading cause of civilian casualties, which represented 35 % of total civilian 
casualties (1 195 civilians casualties including 336 deaths and 859 injured).196  

During the last quarter of 2019, Anti-Government Elements (AGEs) carried out 8 204 attacks in 
Afghanistan.197 In May, June and July 2020, several armed clashes took place between the Afghan 
government forces and AGEs, for example in Kunduz198, Paktia and Paktika199, Ghor200, Khost201, 
Kapisa202, Kandahar203, Kapisa204 and Laghman.205 

1.3.2 Improvised Explosive Devices 

Improvised explosive devices (IEDs) are unconventional explosive weapons that can take any form and 
can be activated in different ways, targeting soldiers and civilians alike.206 IEDs can be operated by the 
victim (Victim Operated IEDs) or by the attacker (Command-Operated IEDs). Command-Operated IEDs 
are radio or remote-controlled allowing operators to detonate a pre-placed device at a specific time. 
Victim-Operated IEDs on the other hand detonate when a person or vehicle triggers the initiator or 
switch (pressure plate or pressure release mechanism, trip wire or another device). Another category 
is suicide IEDs where either the attacker wears an explosive vest or belt or a vehicle is rigged with 
explosives by a driver or passenger inside.207 

Although pressure plate IEDs are typically used by AGEs to target security forces, they are planted on 
public roads routinely used by civilians. Accordingly, their use is inherently indiscriminate as the 
ΨŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ.Ω208  

UNAMA indicated a surge in harm to civilians from non-suicide IED attacks during the period from 
1 January to 31 December 2019, which caused 2 258 civilian casualties including 507 deaths and 1 751 
injured. Attacks caused by these devices represented a 24 % increase compared to 2018. 22 % of 
overall civilian casualties were caused by Non-suicide IEDs, which is more than suicide attacks, 
including complex attacks as the second leading cause of civilian casualties behind ground 
engagements. The Taliban and Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP) reportedly increased their 
non-ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ L95ǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ нлмфΦ  Ψ/ƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀŎǘƛŎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ 
by 21 % whereas those attributed to ISKP increased by 183 ҈ΩΦ aŀƎƴŜǘƛŎ L95ǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ-
IED attacks reportedly increased in 2019, which caused 48 % and 38 % more civilian casualties 
compared to 2018. In 2019, civilian casualties including 275 deaths and 375 injured were reportedly 
caused by pressure-plate IEDs, which is 14 % decrease compared to 2018. 96 % of these casualties 
were attributed to the Taliban, which represented 265 deaths and 356 injured.209  

According to UNAMA, during the period of 1 January to 30 June 2020, IEDs attacks were the leading 
cause of the civilian casualties by AGEs, which resulted in 688 civilian casualties including 217 deaths 
and 471 injured. The widespread use of pressure-plate IEDs (operating as improvised anti-personal 
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mines) by the Taliban caused around half of the civilian casualties (45 %) from IEDs that represented 
50 % increase compared to the same period in 2019.210 

On 31 July 2019, a bus hit an IED on the highway between Kandahar and Herat, killing at least 34 
civilians and wounding other 17211, and on 4 January 2020, one civilian was killed when an IED attached 
to a vehicle exploded in 10th Police District of Mazar-e Sharif City, in Balk province.212 Recently, on 
8 July 2020, a police vehicle was hit by an IED in Golaye (square) Jamhuriat in PD 11 of Kabul City.213 

In February 2020, the Taliban published a magazine titled Haqiqat (fact), in which it was indicated that 
an IED could be planted by the Taliban fighters on a public road to target the enemy as long as civilians 
are informed in advance.214    

1.3.3 High-profile attacks  

During the period from 1 January to 31 December 2019, UNAMA documented 2 832 civilian casualties 
including 817 deaths and 2 015 injured, which involved deliberate targeting of civilians, with a 31 % 
decrease compared to 2018.215  

According to UNAMA, in 2019, suicide attacks, including complex attacks by the Taliban caused 1 499 
civilian casualties, including 165 deaths and 1 334 injured, which represents 133 % increase compared 
to 2018.216 During the period of 1 January to 30 June 2020, UNAMA  documented 342 civilian deaths 
and 428 injured caused by deliberate attacks on civilians, which represented 21 % of the overall civilian 
casualties.217 

Recent security incidents with high-profile attacks in 2019 and 2020 include:  

¶ On 13 June 2019, a suicide attacker, which targeted a police vehicle in Police District 6 of 
Jalalabad City, killed five civilians and four local police officers, and wounded at least 12 
people, including three children and three police officers.218 

¶ On 12 July 2019, nine people were killed, and twelve others wounded after a child was used 
to carry out a suicide attack in a wedding party in Pachiragam district of Nangarhar province. 
Reportedly, a pro-government militia commander was the target and ISKP group claimed the 
responsibility for the attack.219  

¶ On 27 July 2019, two civilians were killed including a woman and 30 others were wounded 
when a motorcycle bomb targeted a Khost Provincial Force convoy in the eastern part of Khost 
City.220 

¶ On 1 September 2019, a suicide bomber targeted a security news conference in Kunduz City 
killing 10 security forces, including the Kunduz police spokesman and five civilians. According 
to the source, the mentioned conference was organised following a ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ YǳƴŘǳȊ 
City from multiple directions, killing 10 security forces.221 
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¶ On 11 September 2019, a religious scholar, Mullah Mohammad Agha, who owned a madrasa 
(koranic school) in the Bakhto-Tangi village of Shawalikot district in Kandahar province, was 
killed by the Taliban.222 

¶ On 18 October 2019, sixty-two people have been killed and dozens injured by a bomb 
explosion during Friday prayers at a mosque in Haska Mina district of Nangarhar province.223 
Another source also reported on the incident indicating that a suicide bomber killed at least 
73 civilians including the only doctor of Jowdara village, his two brothers and his two songs, 
ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ224 

¶ On 25 October 2019, two civilians and three members of the National Directorate of Security 
Special forces unit were killed when a suicide bomber targeted a convoy of the agency in 
Jalalabad City. The source also noted that six agents and 15 civilians were wounded in the 
incident.225 

¶ On 7 November 2019, Taliban fighters shot and killed four members of the Paktia province 
judiciary, including three judges and a staff member of the secretariat of the Paktia court, in 
Mohammad Agha district, while the victims were on their way to Kabul in a private vehicle. 
During the year 2019, UNAMA documented 17 deliberate attacks against members of the 
judiciary causing 20 deaths and 11 injured.226 

¶ On 5 March 2020, religious scholar Maulvi Noor Pacha Hammad was killed in PD5 of Kabul 
City.227  

¶ On 22 June нлнлΣ ŦƛǾŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ό!DhύΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǊǘ 
of the US-Taliban agreement implementation team, were killed in Deh Sabz area of Kabul 
province.228 

¶ On 27 June 2020, two employees of Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission 
(AIHRC), Fatima Khalil, a donor liaison officer, and Jawid Folad, a driver, were killed after their 
vehicle was hit by an IED in Butkhak square in Police District 12 of Kabul.229 

1.3.4 Targeted killings and conflict-related abduction 

During the period of 1 January to 31 December 2019, UNAMA documented 218 incidents of conflict-
related abductions that affected 1 006 civilians and caused 50 civilian deaths and five injured. During 
the aforementioned period, there was a 46 % decrease in the number of civilians abducted compared 
to 2018, however, the number of abductees who were killed remained at the same level as in 2018. 
All the abduction-related incidents were attributed to the AGEs including majority to the Taliban ς with 
the exception of three abduction incidents, which were attributed to pro-government armed groups. 
These incidents included the abduction of humanitarian workers, deminers, and healthcare workers.230 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ нлнлΣ ¦b!a! ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ Ψŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмфΦ231  

During the period of 1 January to 30 June 2020, UNAMA documented 28 verified incidents of 
abduction of civilians that caused 68 civilian casualties including 40 deaths and 28 injured, which 
represented a five-time increase compared to the same period in 2019. UNAMA expressed its worry 
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225 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
226 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 44 
227 Pajhwok Afghan News, Religious scholar shot dead in Kabul, 21 March 2020, url 
228 1TV, Five AGO killed in an attack on Kabul outskirts, 22 June 2020, url 
229 AIHRC, Killing of two AIHRC employees in Kabul, 27 June 2020, url 
230 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 49 
231 UNAMA, Protection of civilians in armed conflict, first quarter report: 1 January ς 31 March 2020, April 2020, url, p. 5 
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about the increase in abductions of civilians by the Taliban that resulted in ill treatment and summary 
executions.232 

During the second half of 2019, several incidents of targeted killings and conflict-related abductions 
were carried out across the country, mainly by the Taliban, including the killing of a teacher, students, 
an Imam (religious scholar), protestors, government employees, members of the ANDSF and their 
relatives, a pro-government village elder, a human rights activist, civilians accused of cooperating with 
the government or NATO forces.233  

 Recent incidents of targeted killings and conflict-related abduction include:  

¶ On 2 January 2020, an employee of Radio Samoun was killed in Lashkargah City of Helmand 
province.234 Following the incident, the body of the victim was found and it was discovered he 
had been tortured and shot several times.235  

¶ On 1 February 2020, Kabul Now (local media) reported that women, including young girls, 
were exchanged for weapons in parts of Ghor province, and the widespread use of weapons 
has increasingly caused deaths amongst women in the province.236  

¶ On 18 February 2020, Abdul Rahim Azimi, head of primary court in Injil district in Herat 
province was killed in an ambush by unknown gunmen in Shaidaee village of Injil district.237 

¶ On 3 March 2020, the Taliban shot and killed a former soldier who was travelling by public 
transportation in the village of Takht-e Pol in Obe district in Herat province.238 

¶ On 4 March 2020, the Taliban killed a civilian accused of theft in the village of Mosaferan in 
Obe district in Herat province.239 

¶ On 5 March 2020, a tribal leader was reportedly killed by the Taliban in Toti-Chi village of 
Golran district in Herat province.240 

¶ On 6 March 2020, the Taliban reportedly kidnapped and later killed one civilian in the village 
of Daryaban in Obe district in Herat province.241 

¶ On 7 April 2020, the Taliban kidnapped and killed an Afghan territorial army member on the 
way in the village of Qarchaghi of Qadis district in Badghis province.242  

¶ On 9 April 2020, the Taliban kidnapped and killed five employees of the Afghanistan central 
bank on the way between Islam Qala border pass and Herat City.243 

¶ On 10 April 2020, the imam and sermon of Hazrat Ali mosque in Farah province was killed by 
unknown gunmen.244 

 

232 UNAMA, Protection of civilians in armed conflict, midyear report: 1 January ς 30 June 2020, 27 July 2020, url, p. 12 
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¶ On 15 April 2020, four youths were reportedly wounded in Gharghai district in Laghman 
province after the Taliban opened fire on individuals playing cricket.245 

¶ On 16 April 2020, the Taliban fighters shot and killed an Afghan police officer on his way to 
work in the village of Tagob-Esmail in Qala-i Naw City in Badghis province.246  

¶ On 27 April 2020, a Taliban sniper shot and killed two police officers and wounded another in 
the village of Mirza-Ali in Qadis district in Badghis province. The police were targeted when 
they were bringing water from a well.247   

¶ On 30 April 2020, unknown gunmen reportedly killed a provincial court judge in Police District 
12 of Herat City.248  

¶ On 7 May 2020, the Taliban reportedly destroyed, in an attack in Kamanj area, a bridge on 
Harirod river that connected Herat with Ghor provinces. The source also indicating that the 
Taliban set fire to a telecommunication tower in Kamanj belonging to Etisalat telecom firm 
ŀƴŘ ŎƛǘŜŘ vǳǊōŀƴ !ƭƛ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ Ψǘhe Taliban have warned all telecom companies in Ghor province 
they will destroy their telecom towers unless they shut them off at night.Ω249  

¶ On 6 June 2020, the Taliban kidnapped and killed a civilian man in Shaidan village in Dow Lina 
district in Ghor province.250 

¶ On 1 July 2020, Kabul Now cited Muhibullah Muhib, spokesman for Farah police chief, stating 
that a schoolteacher named Hamidullah Rahmani was killed by the Taliban in Dehak village of 
Farah City.251 

1.3.5 Aerial attacks and bombings 

According to UNAMA, 219 air strikes were carried out by pro-government forces in 2019, which caused 
1 045 civilian casualties, including 700 deaths and 345 injured, with a 3 % increase compared to 2018. 
The source also indicated that 10 % of the overall casualties in 2019 were caused by the air strikes.252 
While SIGAR cited RS (Resolute Support) indicating that 2 % of the civilian casualties were caused by 
air strikes in 2019.253 

According to UNAMA, during the first half of 2020, civilian casualties caused by air strikes represented 
9 % of the overall civilian casualties. UNAMA indicated that there has been 43 % decrease in overall 
civilian casualties by air strikes during the mentioned period, due to an important reduction in activity 
by the international military forces following the signing of the US-Taliban agreement in February 
2020.254 At the same time, UNAMA expressed concerns over the increase in civilian casualties caused 
by Afghan Air Force, noting that during the first six months of 2020 the number of civilian casualties 
ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ !ŦƎƘŀƴ CƻǊŎŜΩǎ ŀƛǊǎtrikes tripled compared to the same period in 2019. More than half of 
civilian casualties caused by all pro-ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ ŀƛǊǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
children, with 65 % of civilian casualties from airstrikes caused by Afghan Air Force alone. Numerous 
airstrikes by Afghan Air Force hit residential buildings, for examples: on 20 May in Maradyan district 
of Jawzjan province, two airstrikes hit two homes killing six civilians, including three children, one 
woman and two men; on the same day in Khan Abad district of Kunduz province, an airstrike hit a 
home killing three civilians (two women and one man) and injuring five (four children and one woman); 
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on 24 June in Balkh district of Balkh province, an airstrike hit a home killing four civilians (two children, 
one woman and one man) and injuring five others, including two children.255  

On 6 May 2019, between 30 and 45 civilian workers were killed, including children, in clashes and air 
strikes by foreign troops on drug production factories in Gulistan and Bakwa districts of Farah 
province.256 On 1 September 2019, 13 civilians were killed in an air ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǘŀƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ 
attack on Gorziwan district of Faryab province.257 During the same period and in the same district of 
Faryab province, 12 civilians were killed in a US air strike on three residential houses while backing the 
Afghan forces who were fighting the Taliban in the area.258 

1.3.6 Search operations 

In February 2020, UNAMA noted: 

ΨǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǘŀŎǘƛŎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ōȅ tǊƻ-Government Forces to 
capture or kill persons they believe to be Anti-Government Element targets, usually involving 
entering and searching homes or other civilian structures, and often carried out at night. Often 
ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άƴƛƎƘǘ ǊŀƛŘǎέ.Ω259  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦b!a! ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƴƛƎƘǘ ǊŀƛŘǎΩ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ н % more 
civilian casualties in 2019 compared to 2018. UNAMA indicated that during the period between 
1 January and 31 December 2019, night raids caused 360 civilian casualties, including 278 deaths and 
82 injured, mainly by NDS, Khost Protection Force and Paktika-ōŀǎŜŘ Ψ{ƘŀƘŜŜƴ CƻǊŎŜǎΩΦ260 During the 
first quarter of 2020, UNAMA documented an important decrease in civilian casualties from search 
operations by ANSF.261 

On 24 August 2019, one civilian was killed and four others were wounded, including two women and 
two children when Afghan and foreign forces carried out a night raid in the Babos area of Pul-e Alam 
district in Logar province.262 Similarly, on 11 August 2019, at least 11 civilians were reportedly killed in 
a night raid carried out by NDS Special Forces in the Kolalgo area of Zurmat district in Paktia province.263  

1.3.7 Explosive remnants of war  

According to UNAMA, Explosive Remnants of War refer to UXO (unexploded ordnance)) and AXO 
(abandoned explosive ordnance). During the period between 1 January and 31 December 2019, 
UNAMA documented 520 civilian casualties, including 149 deaths and 371 injured caused by explosive 
remnants of war, with a 6 % increase compared to 2018. UNAMA also indicated that     

ΨŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƘŀǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
represent a significant contributing factor to child disability. In 2019, children accounted for 
almost 78 per cent of all civilian casualties from explosive remnants of war, with 403 child 
casualties (113 killed and 290 injured) including 360 boys. Children who survive encounters 
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with explosive remnants of war live with lasting detrimental impact on their quality of life due 
to loss of limbs or eyesight, other serious injuries, and psychological trauma.Ω264 

During the period of 1 January to 30 June 2020, explosive remnants of war caused 6 % of the overall 
civilian casualties. UNAMA documented verified 218 civilian casualties including 59 deaths and 159 
ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ όΨул ҈ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩύ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ 
period.265  

In February 2020, Tolonews cited Abdul Jalil Sediqq, head of Mine Action Coordination, stating that in 
2019 in Afghanistan Ψmore than 110 civilians have been killed and at least 130 others have been 
wounded over the past year due to mines and other explosive materials originating from the Soviet 
invasion-era.Ω266 On 9 June 2019, one child was reportedly killed, and seven others were wounded 
when an unexploded mortar shell, which children were playing with, exploded in the Charada area of 
Wayez district in Ghazni province.267 In a similar incident in Laghman province, on 15 April 2019, seven 
children aged under 15 were killed while playing with unexploded mortar shell.268 

1.4 Impact of the violence on the civilian population  

1.4.1 Civilian casualties 

Year 
Civilians 
killed 

Civilians 
injured 

Total civilian 
casualties 

2020 1Q ς 2Q 1 282 2 176 3 458 

2019 3 403 6 989 10 392 

2018 3 804 7 189 10 993 

2017 3 440 7 019 10 459 

2016 3 527 7 925 11 452 

2015 3 565 7 470 11 035 

2014 3 701 6 834 10 535 

2013 2 969 5 669 8 638 

2012 2 769 4 821 7 590 

2011 3 133 4 709 7 842 

2010 2 794 4 368 7 162 

2009 2 412 3 557 5 969 

Figure 2. Source: UNAMA Protection of civilians in armed conflict 

In 2019, UNAMA documented 10 392 civilian casualties, including 3 403 deaths and 6 989 injured as a 
result of the armed conflict, with a 5 % decrease compared to 2018. This decrease was due to the 
reduction in civilian casualties caused by the Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP), while civilian 
casualties caused by other actors increased, notably by the Taliban and International military forces.269  
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¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ нлмф ǿŀǎ ΨǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘΩΣ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ΨǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ 
ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ¦b!a! ōŜƎŀƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нллфΩ. The main factors of 
such as a spike in civilian casualties were suicide and non-suicide IED attacks by AGEs, primarily by the 
Taliban, along with election-related violence. In the first half of 2019, the number of civilian casualties 
attributed to pro-government fƻǊŎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ !D9ǎΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ψŀ ǘǊŜnd that 
¦b!a! ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ нлмфΩΦ270  

According to UNAMA, in 2019, Anti-Government Elements (AGEs), were responsible for 62 % of civilian 
casualties including 47 % caused by the Taliban and 12 % by ISKP and the remaining 3 % to 
undetermined and other AGEs. IEDs used by AGEs in both suicide and non-suicide attacks remained 
the leading cause of civilian casualties in 2019 at 42 %.271 UNAMA indicated that 10 % of the overall 
civilian casualties in 2019 were caused by air strikes, with majority (72 %) attributed to international 
military forces. According to UNAMA, 28 % of the civilian casualties in 2019 were caused by pro-
government forces, including 16 % by ANSF, around 8 % by international military forces, nearly 2 % by 
pro-government armed groups, and just under 3 % by undetermined or multiple pro-government 
forces.272 

Pro-government armed groups caused 184 civilian casualties including 102 deaths and 82 injured in 57 
incidents and were responsible for seven conflict-related abductions throughout 2019. This represents 
a 2 % increase in civilian casualties caused by pro-government armed groups compared to 2018 and 
doubled compared to 2017. Civilian casualties caused by pro-government armed groups occurred 
mainly in the context of ground engagements (40 %) and search operations (34 %). The majority of 
these casualties were caused by Khost Protection Force and Shaheen Forces in Paktia, Paktika and 
Ghazni provinces, while the remaining civilian casualties mainly occurred in Takhar and Baghlan 
provinces.273 In 2019, UNAMA verified 12 incidents involving 25 civilian deaths as a result of operations 
by Khost Protection Force. This shows a significant decrease compared to 2018.274 The majority of 
civilian deaths attributed to the Khost Protection Force were caused by intentional shooting, mostly 
during search operations.275  In 2019, UNAMA attributed 559 civilian casualties including 227 deaths 
and 786 injured to international military forces.276  

In 2019, AGEs were the continuing cause of the majority of civilian casualties through indiscriminate 
and deliberate targeting of civilians, in violation of international humanitarian law. In its annual report 
on civilian protection, UNAMA documented 10 392 civilian casualties in 2019277;  of those, 6 447 civilian 
casualties (1 668 killed and 4 779 injured) were attributed to AGEs278, in particular 76 % to the Taliban, 
19 % to ISIL-KP, and 5 % to undetermined AGEs.279  

As a reaction to the figures released by UNAMA in their 2020 annual report, the Taliban published a 
statement on their official website, Voice of Jihad, ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦b!a! ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ΨŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ 
ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƻǊȅΩΦ /ƛǘƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜŘ to collect, register and prevent 
civilian casualties, the Taliban claimed that 83 % of all civilian casualties in 2019 were caused by the 
US and Afghan government forces, contrary to what stated by UNAMA.280  

SIGAR cited RS (Resolute Support) reporting 1 268 civilian casualties in Afghanistan during the first 
quarter (1 January ς 31 March) of 2020, with 32 % decrease compared to the last quarter (1 October -
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31 December) of 2019. RS reportedly attributed 88 % of the civilian casualties to AGEs, including the 
Taliban that caused 37 %, ISKP 10 %, and unknown insurgents 41 %. According to SIGAR RS attributed 
another 7 % to pro-government forces, including 6 % to ANDSF and 1 % to International military forces, 
and 5 % to other or unknown forces.281    

Between 25 and 29 June 2020, AIHRC reported several security incidents in different provinces of 
Afghanistan that resulted in civilian casualties including the recent attack [29 June 2020] in old Bazar 
of Sangin district in Helmand province where in a rocket attack 27 civilians have been killed and 35 
injured.282 

During the first quarter of 2020, the conflict in Afghanistan continued to be one of the deadliest in the 
world for civilians.283 Between 1 January and 30 June 2020, UNAMA documented 3 458 civilian 
casualties including 1 282 deaths and 2 176 injured, with a 13 % decrease compared to the same 
period in 2019.284 This overall decrease was due to the significant drop in civilian casualties caused by 
air strikes by international forces and reduced activity by ISKP.285 At the same time, during the first 
ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ нлнлΣ ¦b!a! ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨƎǊŀǾŜƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
in March 2020, mainly by the Taliban against Afghan national security forces, and the consequent 
increase in the number of civilian casualties and harm caused, particularly in the northern and north-
ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΩΦ286 According to SIGAR, during the second quarter of 2020, civilian casualties increased 
by nearly 60 % compared to the first quarter of the year, and by 18 % compared to the same period in 
2019.287 

Following the signing of the US-Taliban agreement in Doha, various sources reported a spike in violence 
and civilian casualties.288 Despite periods of reduction in violence, during the first six months of 2020, 
violence has continued, with civilians bearing the brunt.289 A report by the co-Director of the 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ !ƴŀƭȅǎǘǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ό!!bύΣ YŀǘŜ /ƭŀǊƪΣ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǘŜŘ 
from the US-Taleban deal appear to be those living in Taleban-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŀƴŘ 
!ŦƎƘŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ΨŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎǘŀƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀƛǊ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǊŀƛŘǎΤ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
civilians have seen renewed attacks by the ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ΨǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΩΦ290  

UNAMA reported that, during the first six months of 2020, pro-government forces were responsible 
for 28 % of all civilian casualties and remained responsible for more child deaths than AGEs.291 
International military forces were responsible for 3 % of overall civilian casualties.292 During the same 
period, AGEs continued to be responsible for the majority of civilian casualties, with a total 58 %; of 
which 43 % were attributed to the Taliban, 9 % to ISIL-KP and 6 % to undetermined AGEs.293  
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Commenting on this latest reporting by UNAMA during an interview with EASO, on 27 July 2020, co-
DƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !!b YŀǘŜ /ƭŀǊƪ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
targeting, as seen in the recent UNAMA Protection of Civilians midyear report which detailed civilian 
casualties resulting from indirect fire and air strikes. The ANSF have never taken civilian casualties 
seriously. They have never done proper investigations and compensation. There is rarely any 
ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦΩ294  

 

1.4.2 State ability to secure law and order 

More detailed information on the state structure and governance in Afghanistan, including on state 
judiciary, its capacity, integrity, effectiveness in prosecution can be found in EASO COI Report 
Afghanistan, State Structure and Security Forces, August 2020. 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ό²Wtύ Rule of Law Index 2020 ranks Afghanistan 122 out of 128 countries295, 
ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΩ ŦŀŎǘƻǊΦ296 In its report for the first quarter of 
нлнлΣ ¦b!a! ƴƻǘŜŘ Ψŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩΣ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ 
to 2019, referring particularly to March 2020 mass-shooting incidents by ISKP and targeted killings, 
abductions, and planting of IEDs by the Taliban.297 Commenting on the deaths of at least 23 civilians 
during a market festival in Sangin district, Helmand province, on 29 June 2020, the spokesman for the 
National Security Council (NSC) said that 24 civilians were killed or injured daily starting from 
22 February 2020.298 The Asia Foundation 2019 survey revealed that 74.5 % of Afghans often feared 
for their personal safety, which is a 3 % increase from 2018 and the highest rate since the start of the 
survey.299  

UNAMA reported that judiciary sector employees remained targeted in 2019, as 13 judges, three 
judicial staff, and 19 prosecutorǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƴƻ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜΦΩ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǇƻƻǊ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ ƧǳŘƎŜǎΩΣ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘ Ψǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ 
remote districts.300 According to the Government and Media Joint Committee, referred to by the UN 
Secretary General, 116 cases of violence against journalists and media workers, in which 10 persons 
were killed and 21 injured, were reported in 2019.301 For the period from 1 January to 30 June 2020, 
UNAMA reported on attacks by AGEs on religious leaders (18 incidents), healthcare personnel (13 
incidents), judiciary members (11 incidents), civil society activists (9 incideƴǘǎύΣ bDhǎΩ ǎǘŀŦŦ όу 
incidents), and journalists (3 incidents).302 As reported in local media, the recent cases of violence 
toward media workers, human rights defenders, including AIHRC, and NGO employees compriseτbut 
are not limited toτassassinations by unknown armed men303, IED blasts targeting vehicles304, and 
killing of family members.305 In February 2020, as reported by the UN General Assembly Security 
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Council, the Afghan cabinet endorsed the regulation prepared by the Government and Media Joint 
Committee to protect journalists and media workers. The Council reported also on the arrest of eight 
out of 18 persons suspected in threatening AIHRC human rightǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ Ψƛƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
the practice of bacha ōŀȊƛΩ in Logar province.306 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ {ƛƪƘ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ {ƘƻǊōŀȊŀǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ Yŀōǳƭ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΣ Ψ{ƛƪƘǎ ŀƴŘ IƛƴŘǳǎΩ 
accused the government of negligence, as reported by local media.307 Similarly, the explosion in Wazir 
Akbar Khan mosque in Kabul at the beginning of June 2020 was reported to cause ΨǎǘǊƻƴƎ anger and a 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǳǘŎǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƎƛƭŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ.308  

During 2019 and up till the first months of 2020, the city of Kabul faced an increase in criminality309, 
which started occurring even in relatively safe central areas310, ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴǘƻ ΨƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
dangerous places for businessmen, foreigners, local officials and ordinaǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ.311 As noted by 
CƻǎŎƘƛƴƛΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ΨǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ŀ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƴŜǿ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ 
ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŘǊǳƎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΩΦ312 Crime cases 
reported by media comprised kidnapping of adults313 and children314, robberies and burglaries315, 
murder316, gunfire317, and accidental killing during a gunfight between criminal groups.318 Foschini 
noted on extortion schemes (bajgiri) practiced by organised ŎǊƛƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ Ψŀ range of 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜǘǊƻƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŦŀŎǘƻǊƛŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎǊƛƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
because of unemployment or underemployment among the young men.319 According to Foschini, 
Kabul police faced corruption and a lack of staff to investigate criminal cases. Moreover, Foschini 
reported on tight relations between criminals and the police in some of the neighbourhoods, which 
prevented legal prosecution.320  

Besides Kabul, the cities of Jalalabad, Herat, and Mazar-e Sharif were reported to ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ 
ǎǇƛƪŜǎ ƛƴ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦΩ YǳƴŘǳȊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ŀ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ΨŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ 
ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΣ ŀ ǊŜǎǳǊƎŜƴǘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǊŀǘŜΩΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
be unable to stop robberies and extortions in the city.321 Following a land-related conflict, the local 
ƳŜŘƛŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ Ψaccuse[d] security organs of their failure to control 
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ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ322 The 2019 Asia Foundation survey founded that 38 % of Afghans named 
ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎκǘƘƛŜǾŜǎ ŀǎ Ψŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ рл % increase compared with 2018.323 

According to the 2019 Asia Foundation survey, 57.5 % of respondents trusted the Afghan National 
Army (ANA): 53 % believed that it helped to improve security and 52 % said that was protecting 
civilians; almost 60 ҈ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ !b! ǿŀǎ ΨƘƻƴŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǊΩ.324 

1.4.3 Socio-economic conditions 

In 2019, the Afghan economy remained largely dependent on international grants325, whichτbesides 
covering nearly half of the government budgetτfinanced around 75 % of total public expenditure and 
nearly 90 % of security expenditure as of 2019.326 ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭƻwest 
employment-to-population ratios327 and 21 ҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ 
underemployed.328 The World Bank characterised 80 ҈ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŀǎ ΨǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊŜΩ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ-employment, day labour or unpaid work.329 UNICEF estimated the 
number of children engaged in child labour at 60 000 in 2017330 and reported that 30 % of children in 
Afghanistan were engaged in child labour as of 2019.331  

In 2019, UNOCHA estimated that over 80 % of Afghans lived on less than the internationally applied 
poverty line (USD 1.90 per day).332 Noting that the deterioration in welfare became more widespread 
across the country, the World Bank reported that rural poverty had consistently higher than urban 
poverty333; as of 2019, 82 % of the rural population was defined as poor.334 The ongoing conflict and 
displacement, high levels of unemployment and lack of income, and natural disasters were named by 
UNOCHA among the key drivers of acute food insecurity.335 According to the data by the Afghanistan 
Joint Market Monitoring Initiative (JMMI) collected in June 2020 to assess the impact of COVID-19 on 
the Afghan market, there was a decrease in the demand for food and non-food commodities accessed 
by JMMI336, which revealed that in the purchasing power of Afghan households had diminished.337  

The literacy rate was reported to increase to the figures of 43 % for adults and to 65 % for the youth 
as of 2018338; however, it remained disproportionately high among girls, particularly in rural areas.339  

According to Afghanistan Living Conditions Survey (ALCS) of 2016-17, which remains the most recent 
data at the time of the writing, most housing in Afghanistan consisted of irregular, detached, or semi-
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detached houses or regular detached houses.340 The survey found that the large majority (72 %) of 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƭǳƳǎ ƻǊ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ an average urban 
household size was estimated at 7.3 persons.341 The 2020 BTI report found that most Afghans lacked 
a safe water supply, adequate sanitation, and hygiene, and the vast majority of the Afghan population 
had limited access to electricity, especially in rural areas.342 Analysing the conditions for 2019, UNOCHA 
reported that only 67 % of the population had access to at least basic (improved) drinking water 
services, with huge disparities between urban (96 %) and rural (57 %) population groups.343 

1.4.4 Refugees, IDPs, returnees 

Afghanistan remains the second largest country of origin of refugees in the world, with 2.7 million 
refugees in the first half of 2019.344 The majority of registered Afghan refugees are hosted by Pakistan 
(1.4 million) and Iran (951 100).345  

tǊƻǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎΦ346 Reportedly a third 
of the population were displaced, in the years following the Soviet invasion of 1979. Of the millions 
that fled to Iran ŀƴŘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлǎΦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǿŀǊ 
and the advent of the Taliban reignited a new exodus to neighbouring countries.347 The ousting of the 
Taliban in 2001 coincided with the beginning of a massive wave of returns to Afghans. Between 2001 
and 2015, UNHCR assisted 4.8 million Afghans to return and many more are believed to have returned 
without official assistance.348  

According to UNHCR, the return of over 5.2 million Afghan refugees since 2002 assisted by the agency 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ΨǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǊŜǇŀǘǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛƴ ¦bI/wΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ349 While voluntary 
repatriation has decreased in recent years due to deteriorating security situation and a continued lack 
of capacity to absorb returnees, Afghan refugees have continued to return.350  

In 2016 there was a spike in returns351, with about 1 million documented and undocumented Afghans 
returned to Afghanistan. Over 610 000 people returned from Pakistan and Iran in 2017.352  During 
2018, a total of 805 850 returns were registered from Iran and Pakistan, of which 773 125 were from 
Iran.353  In 2019, about 500 000 undocumented Afghans returned from Iran (about 485 000) and 
Pakistan (about 18 800).354 In 2020 (between 1 January and 4 July 2020), IOM recorded a total of 
363 963 returns to Afghanistan, over 362 000 of which from Iran, and over 1 880 from Pakistan.355 
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As of 1 April 2020, the World Bank reported that the returns of an estimated 1.7 million documented 
and undocumented Afghan refugees during 2016-нлмт ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ-ǎŎŀƭŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ώΧϐ ǇƻǎŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǘƻ 
welfare for the displaced and for host communitiesΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ356 

Internal displacements 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ 5ƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ όL5a/ύ нлнл Dƭƻōŀƭ 
Report, Afghanistan rates fifth among the ten countries with the highest number of IDPs due to conflict 
and violence, and first for the highest number of people still displaced as a result of natural disasters. 
As of 31 December 2019, a total of around 4.2 million people were displaced in Afghanistan; of which 
around 3 million were displaced by conflict and violence and around 1.2 million by natural disaster, 
especially drought and floods.357 

During 2019, due to escalating fighting between the government forces and the Taliban as well as 
attacks by other armed groups, the number of new IDPs caused by conflict and violence increased to 
around 461 000, bringing the total number of conflict-induced displacement to around 3 million, the 
highest figure on record for the country.358 Throughout 2020, both ongoing conflict and natural 
disasters have continued to drive displacement and humanitarian needs, and many remain displaced 
as conflict and poverty prevent them from returning to their areas of origin. Due to conflict in their 
areas of origin, about 111 000 of the 245 000 people displaced in the Western provinces in 2018-19 
mainly because of drought, were still displaced as of April 2020.359  

Displaced people often live in precarious situation due to inadequate shelter, condition of food 
insecurity, insufficient access to sanitation and health facilities, as well as a lack of protection.360 
Vulnerability forces people, including IDPs, to resort to negative coping mechanism such as 
early/forced marriages, child labour and begging. UN OCHA noted that this situation has been 
exacerbated by COVID19. Insecure housing is a main source of vulnerability for many Afghans, 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ L5tǎΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀƭΩ ŦƻǊ 
returnees and those unable to pay their rent due to COVID-19.361   

Deportations and voluntary returns  

In 2019, about 505 000 undocumented Afghans returned from Iran (485 000 circa) and Pakistan 
(19 800 circa).362 Out of the around 485 000 who returned from Iran, about 273 000 were deported. 
Among those returning from Pakistan, about 2 600 were deported.363 Between 1 January and 
4 July 2020, IOM recorded about 103 000 deportations from Iran, and 77 from Pakistan.364  

Forced deportations of Afghan refugees by Iranian authorities have long been reported.365 In the first 
quarter of 2020, according to media sources Iranian officials were forcibly deporting refugees on a 
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2020, url 
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at home,  Atlantic council, 15 May 2020, url   
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daily basis366, and following the new US sanctions they threatened more deportations.367 In May 2020, 
Afghan authorities said they were investigating reports of Iranian border guards beating, torturing and 
then forcing into a river up to 70 Afghan nationals who illegally crossed into Iran. Authorities in the 
province of Herat said they had retrieved 12 bodies from the Harirud River.368 On 3 May 2020, the 
Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC) issued a press release confirming that 
such incident occurred on 1 May 2020 in Karez-e-Elyas village of Gulran district in Herat.369  

In 2018, there was a massive increase of returns from Iran, compared to 2017, mostly driven by the 
political and economic issues of the country.370 In May 2018, US President Donald Trump decided to 
withdraw from the 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and world powers and to reimpose sanctions on 
¢ŜƘǊŀƴΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ LǊŀƴΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴŎȅ ǿŜŀƪŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊƻǎŜΦ371 Since Afghans mostly work 
ƛƴ LǊŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ŘǊŀǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ372 The imposition of new 
US sanctions in January 2020373, following an escalation of tension between the US and Iran374, 
reportedly triggered more returns to Afghanistan, due to the rise of living and healthcare costs, scarcity 
of jobs and rising hostility from local population towards undocumented Afghans.375 

As of 14 March 2020, spontaneous returns from Iran have reached new record totals due to fears over 
the COVID-19 outbreak. Reporting data by the Border Monitoring Team of the Directorate of Refugees 
and Repatriation (DoRR), IOM estimated that over 53 069 undocumented Afghans returned from Iran, 
showing a 171 % increase from the previous week (19 562).376  

Pakistan hosted over 1.4 million registered Afghan refugees, as of 18 March 2020.377 However, the 
actual number of Afghan refugees in the country might be higher than the official numbers, according 
to the Executive Director of the Society for Human Rights & Prisoners Aid (SHARP), Liaqat Banori, 
interviewed during a fact-finding mission by the Belgian COI unit Cedoca in February 2020.378  

In 2016 there was a spike in returns379, with a total of 620 000 Afghans returned from Pakistan.380 
Human Rights Watch stated that, in response to several deadly security incidents and deteriorating 
ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ΨƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ 
ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ ƛƴ нлмсΦ381 Between August 2017 and February 2018, 
the Pakistani government, in close collaboration with the government of Afghanistan and with the 
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support of IOM and UNHCR, carried out a country-wide exercise to identify undocumented Afghans. 
Some 880 000 previously undocumented Afghan nationals were identified during the exercise.382 The 
goal of the documentation exercise was to provide undocumented Afghans with identification 
credentials that will allow legalise and regularise their stay in Pakistan for a limited period of time.383 
UNHCR reported that a total of 13 584 Afghans returned from Pakistan in 2018, noting that this was 
76 % lower compared to the number of refugees who returned from Pakistan in 2017.384 

In June 2019, UNHCR, Pakistan and Afghanistan agreed on a 12-point joint declaration, in conclusion 
of the 30th ¢ǊƛǇŀǊǘƛǘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ Ψǘƻ ǳǇƘƻƭŘ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǊŜǇŀǘǊƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǇŀǊǘƛǘŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩΦ385 (For 
more information see Sections 2.3.2 Return of registered Afghan refugees and 2.3.3 Return of 
unregistered Afghan refugees in EASO COI Report, Pakistan: Situation of Afghan refugees, May 2020). 

As a precautionary measure linked to the outbreak of COVID-19A, UNHCR temporarily suspended the 
return of registered Afghan refugees from Pakistan, Iran and other countries as of 4 March 2020.386 As 
of 30 April 2020, voluntary repatriation from Iran was resumed by UNHCR upon request by the Iranian 
Bureau for Aliens and Foreign Immigrants Affairs.387  

Lƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнлΣ ¦bI/wΩ ǎǇƻƪŜǎǇŜǊǎƻƴ .ŀōŀǊ .ŀƭƻŎƘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ 
COVID-19 and the lockdown of economic activities have left many Afghan refugees in Iran and Pakistan 
with an inability to meet even their most basic needs, and that Afghans continue to return from both 
LǊŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ ¦bI/wΩ ǎǇƻƪŜǎǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψŀ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΩ ƛƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǌƛǎƪ ŎǊŜŀǘing overwhelming pressure on medical and 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ΨƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ388 In their 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview released in 
December 2019Σ ¦bh/I! ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ 
from Iran, Pakistan, Turkey and Europe each year, combined with the loss of remittances which are 
vital to the survival of their families at home, is having a de-stabilising impact on peace, prosperity and 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦΩ389 

1.4.5 Children 

With 48 % of its population being younger than 15 years, Afghanistan is one of the four countries in 
the world with the highest proportion of persons under the age of 15.390 In June 2020, UN General 
Assembly Security Council reported that Afghanistan ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛŜǎǘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩ391, 
noting that 3 410 grave violations against 3 245 children were verified in 2019.392 Save The Children 
listed Afghanistan as one of the ten worst conflict-affected countries to be a child, underlining that 
Afghanistan had the biggest figures for killed and injured children.393  

According to UNAMA, children accounted for 30 % of all civilian casualties in Afghanistan in 2019, 
which was a 2 % increase from 2018. In 2019, UNAMA documented 3 149 child casualties (874 deaths 
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and 2 275 injured)394, which was a 3 % increase compared to 2018.395 While AGEs were responsible for 
the majority of child casualties in 2019 (1 535 casualties), which was a 14 % increase compared to 
2018, child casualties attributed to PGFs revealed a 2 % decrease (1 032 casualties). With the figure of 
39 % or 1 213 casualties (270 killed and 943 injured), the leading cause for child casualties in 2019 were 
ground engagements between AGEs and PGFs. ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŦƛǊŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎΩΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƴƻƴ-suicide IED attacks by AGEs, which displayed an 11 % increase compared 
to 2018.396  Suicide and complex attacks affecting children increased by 67 % compared to 2018397, 
causing 460 child casualties (61 killed and 399 injured). The Taliban was responsible for 352 (a 324 % 
increase from 2018) and ISKP for 92 child casualties (a 39 % decrease compared to 2018) of this type.398  

Although there was a decrease in child casualties from air strikes in 2019399, ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ 
second highest number of child casualties from air ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΩ, after record-high levels 
were documented by UNAMA in 2018. PGFs were responsible for 341 child casualties from air strikes: 
69 % were attributed to international military forces, 27 % to the Afghan Air Force, and 4 % to 
undetermined PGFs.400 Even with a 5 ҈ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ нлмуΣ ΨŎƘƛldren continued to comprise the 
ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎΩ όŀƭƳƻǎǘ ту % or 403 casualties) from explosive remnants of war and 
landmines.401 Furthermore, UNAMA reported on 39 child casualties, more than twice as many as in 
нлмуΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨŎǊƻǎǎ-border inciŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ YǳƴŀǊΣ ½ŀōǳƭ ŀƴŘ YƘƻǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
Pakistani Military Forces.402 

In July 2020, UNAMA reported that 1 067 child casualties (340 killed and 727 injured) were 
documented for the first half of 2020: ground engagements were reported as the leading cause of 
child casualties, followed by IEDs and explosive remnants of war.403    

According to a survey conducted by Save The Children in April 2019 in selected districts of Kabul, Balkh, 
Faryab and Sar-Ŝ tǳƭ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭƛǾŜŘ Ψƛƴ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ explosives, gun violence and the sound of 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƻǊ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ404 
!ǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ōȅ ¦b!a!Σ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ΨƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǘǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
impact on their quality of life due to loss of limbs or eyesight, other serious injuries, and psychological 
traumaΩ.405 Lƴ ƛǘǎ нлмф ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ¦bh/I! ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭ 
structures that protect children at national, local and communitȅ ƭŜǾŜƭΩΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ψŀ ƘƛƎƘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ 
separation of children from their families, psychosocial distress, recruitment into the armed forces and 
armed groups (particularly for boys), exploitation of boys and girls through child labour, early and 
forced marriages (especially for girls), denial of education opportunities, and sexual exploitationΩ.406 

In June 2020, UN Secretary General reported that the ANA used six schools for military purposes while 
one school was used by the government and pro-government forces.407 UNAMA verified 70 cases that 
ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ΨŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ нлмфΥ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ 
of educational personnel, including killing, injury, and abduction, and threats against education 
facilities and staff. The eastern and central regions displayed the majority of incidents (18 each) and 

 

394 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 21 
395 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 9 
396 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, pp. 21-22 
397 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 21 
398 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, pp. 22-23 
399 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 21 
400 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 23 
401 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 22 
402 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, pp. 21-22 
403 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, Midyear Report: 1 January ς 30 June 2020, 27 July 2020, 
url, p. 6 
404 Save The Children, Many Afghan Children are Afraid to go Outside, New Survey by Save The Children Finds, 19 November 
2019, url  
405 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 31 
406 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview ς Afghanistan, December 2019, url, p. 68 
407 UN, Children and armed conflict, Report of the Secretary General [A/74/845-S/2020/525], 9 June 2020, url, p. 6 

https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_poc_midyear_report_2020_-_27_july.pdf
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/many-afghan-children-are-afraid-go-outside-new-survey-save-children-finds
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/afg_humanitarian_needs_overview_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/sg/sites/www.un.org.sg/files/atoms/files/15-June-2020_Secretary-General_Report_on_CAAC_Eng.pdf


EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGHANISTAN - SECURITY SITUATION τ  49  

 

were followed by the north-eastern region (12 incidents). During the incidents, nine students were 
killed and 29 injured.408  

Noting that the numbers of child recruitment must be higher than documented, UNAMA reported on 
the recruitment and use of 64 boys in 2019: 58 by the Taliban, 3 by the Afghan national security forces, 
and 3 by pro-government armed groups (Afghan Local Police and pro-government militias). The Taliban 
was reported to use children to plant IEDs, transport explosives, assist in intelligence gathering, carry 
out suicide attacks, and participate in hostilities.409 In the period between 1 January and 30 June 2020, 
UNAMA verified the recruitment of 23 children by the Taliban: 22 of them were recruited in the north-
eastern region and one in the eastern region. According to UNAMA, there was an increase in the 
number of reports received by the mission in the connection of recruitment and use of children by the 
Afghan national security forces across the country. While UNAMA was still working on the verification 
of the reports, the children were allegedly used by Afghan National Police and Afghan Local Police as 
bodyguards and drivers and were engaged in combat roles at checkpoints; cases of sexual exploitation, 
including bacha bazi, were also reported.410  

In 2019, documented cases of sexual violence were reported to affect 13 boys and five girls and were 
attributed to the Taliban (14), Afghan National Police (3), and Afghan Local Police and pro-government 
militia (1). Two boys were reported to be used as bacha bazi.411 AIHRC reported on sexual abuse 
occurring in schools and other locations in Logar province.412 

The ChilŘ wƛƎƘǘǎ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ [ŀǿ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DƘŀƴƛ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмфΦ 5ŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ Ψŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘέ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ муΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
as well as the practice of bacha bazi, which is in line with the 2018 revised Penal Code.413 However, in 
March 2020, the ANN researcher Rohullah Sorush noted that the ratification of the legislation to 
protect the rights of children by the Wolesi Jirga (House of People) remained blocked due to a 
ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ΨǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩ ŀǎ Ψŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ atǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƧƛƘŀŘƛ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΩ ǎŀǿ ΨǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ-муΩ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ sharia.414 

1.5 Geographical overview 

1.5.1 Urban-rural divide 

According to the Afghanistan National Statistics and Information Authority (NSIA), around 71 % of the 
population (23.4 million) is estimated to live in rural areas and 24.4 % (8 million) in urban areas in 2020-
2021; 4.6 % (1.5 million) of the population is officially estimated to pursue a nomadic way of life.415 
According to NSIA, urban areas display a higher population growth because of rural-urban migration.416 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ DƛǳǎǘƻȊȊƛΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ 
urban-rural divide. While urban centres became hubs for administration, market-driven methods of 
production, taxation, education, judiciary, and reforms, the rural population was left aside from these 
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developments, which caused a feeling of resentment in rural inhabitants.417 Several sources describe 
ǘƘŜ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ΨƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ Ψƛƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ-
ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΩ418 ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ Ψŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜΩ419 in contrast with urban dwellers, 
ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ΨƳƻǊŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭΩ, have more opportunities to gain income and include a class of urban elites and 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ΨŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΩΦ420 

Asia Foundation 2019 Survey found that 79 % of urban respondents and 73 % of rural interviewees 
indicated insecurity/crime as a reason for pessimism about the direction in which the country is going. 
Pessimism due to concerns with the economy was mentioned by 52 % of urban respondents compared 
with 38 % of those living in rural areas. At the same time, rural respondents cited lack of infrastructure 
and/or services twice as often as urban interviewees (8 % compared to 4 %). Foreign intervention was 
seen as a reason for pessimism by 8 % of rural and 3 % of urban respondents.421 

In 2015, the Taliban set as an objective to ΨŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭǎΩΦ422 Following 
attempts of capturing provincial centres like Kunduz City, Lashkargah in Helmand, Pul-e Khumri in 
Baghlan, Farah City, Tarinkot in Uruzgan, and Maimana in Faryab in 2015, 2016 and 2017423, in August 
2018 Taliban insurgents carried out a large-scale attack on Ghazni City.424

 As reported by the UN 
Secretary DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмфΣ ΨǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅ ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ нм ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
administrative centres throughout the year, the second highest level since the security transition to 
the Afghan forces at the end of 2014.Ω425 At the end of August and beginning of September 2019, the 
Taliban conducted large-scale offensives against provincial capitals of Kunduz, Pul-e Khurmi, and 
Farah.426 

According to the 2019 Asia Foundation survey, feeling fear of the Taliban and ISIL was expressed by 
93 % and 95 % of the respondents.427 Almost 69 % of the respondents said that the Taliban posed a 
threat in their local area; rural inhabitants (almost 76 %) saw a threat in the Taliban twice often than 
respondents living in urban areas (around 37 %).428 

1.5.2 Regional differences 

According to the June 2020 report by the UN Secretary General, the southern region saw the highest 
number of incidents between February and May 2020; second highest figures were documented by 
UNAMA in eastern and northern regions. Overall, the incidents taken place in these three regions 
accounted for 59 % of all incidents.429 In the course of offensives against provincial capitals of the 
provinces of Kunduz, Pul-e Khurmi, and Farah, conducted by the Taliban in August-September 2019, 
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ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ YǳƴŘǳȊ ΨƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ фф ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ όнл ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ тф 
injured), 55 of which were attributed to the Taliban and 44 to the Afghan national security forces.430 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлмф ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ нлнл Ψƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
seasonal trends during the winter ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩΣ the provinces of Kandahar, Helmand, Nangahar, and Balkh 
were the most active conflict areas between November 2019 and February 2020.431 During the period 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ WǳƴŜ нлнлΣ ΨǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΩ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ 
of Kandahar, Helmand, Wardak, and Balkh.432  

As reported by UNAMA, ISKP maintained its presence in some areas in the eastern provinces of 
Nangarhar and Kunar. Following the start of a military operation in Achin district, Nangarhar province, 
in November 2019, ISKP fighters in the eastern region were reported to surrender. Civilian casualties 
resulting from ISKP attacks were documented in Kabul, Ghazni, Herat, Laghman, and Khost 
provinces.433 ¦{5h{ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L{Yt ǊŜǎǳƳŜŘ ΨǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !b5{C ŀƴŘ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ CƻǊŎŜǎΩ 
in February 2020; moreover, in spring 2020 the group conducted several large-scale attacks in Kabul.434 

In communication with EASO in 2019, a military analyst specialising in Afghanistan-related issues noted 
that the Taliban and ISKP pursued different strategies. While the Taliban fighters focused their attacks 
Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ΨŎƻƭƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ 
ŘŀƳŀƎŜΩ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ L{Yt ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ŀƭǎƻ {Ƙƛŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-cooperating civilians, aiming 
to reach high numbers of civilian casualtiesΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ΨŎƻƭƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΩΦ435 
!ǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ L{YtΩǎ ΨYŀōǳƭ ŎŜƭƭΩ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜ 
(USIP) in June 2020, the two groups had also different recruitment systems. While the Taliban recruited 
ΨǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘΣ madrasa-educated young Pashtuns from rural communities, ISKP had cells in 
urban centres and recruited men and women from middle-class families, with many university 
students of non-Pashtun origin, predominantly from Kabul City and the surrounding urban centres of 
Parwan, Kapisa, and Panjsher provinces.436 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ΨǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ 
made up of original Kabulis and a number of Uzbeks from Jawzjan, Takhar, and Faryab provinces in the 
ŦŀǊ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ L{YtΩǎ Yŀōǳƭ ŎŜƭƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀreas of 
muqawamat (anti-¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜύΩ, who have either settled in Kabul or visit it regularly.437 

In 2019, the provinces of Badakhshan, Badghis, Farah, Faryab, Ghazni, Kunduz, Laghman, and 
bŀƴƎŀǊƘŀǊ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ for conflict-ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ.438  

1.5.3 Government versus Taliban control  

As stated by the AAN co-Director Kate Clark in May 2017, many assessments of territorial control in 
Afghanistan were made in recent years. Besides the disagreement over figures, there were also 
debates over the definition of the word ΨcontrolΩ; moreover, assertions were made about the meaning 
of Ψloss of government controlΩ, partly linked to deliberate withdrawals to areas deemed to be of more 
strategical importance.439 As noted by ANN expert Thomas Ruttig, there are different counts of the 
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number of districts, ranging from 379 to 407440, which has to be considered when analysing 
assessments by different sources.  

As reported by UN Secretary General, on 31 December 2019, the Taliban allegedly captured Darzab 
district in Jawzjan province after the withdrawal of the ANDSF. The Taliban also took the control over 
Arghandab district, Zabul province, while the ANDSF recaptured Guzargahi Nur district in Baghlan 
province, which was held by the Taliban since September 2019.441 In June 2020, the UN Secretary 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ tDCǎ ƴƻǊ !D9ǎ ΨŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƎŀƛƴǎΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀǊŎƘ 
and June 2020. In March 2020, the Taliban recaptured Yamgan district, Badakhshan province, while in 
April the ANDSF overtook the districts of Khamyab and Qarqin in Jowzjan province, held by the Taliban 
for around two years.442 In June 2020, USDOS reported that the Afghan government maintained its 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ ΨYŀōǳƭΣ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭǎΣ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘ Řistrict centres, and most portions 
of major ground lines of communications (GLOCs)Ω, while the Taliban threatened district centres and 
ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ΨǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƛƴ D[h/ǎΩ.443 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ΨǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ 
ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ пнн ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ он ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ WǳƴŜΣ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ олл !ŦƎƘŀƴ 
security personnel, making the week the ΨdeadliestΩ in the course of the conflict.444 

!ƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ ²ŀǊ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ό[²Wύ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǇ ŀƴŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǇŜƴπǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ considered 133 districts of Afghanistan (33 %) 
to be under the control of GoA or have undetermined status, 189 districts (47 %) to be contested, 75 
districts (19 %) to be held by the Taliban; one district was assessed  as ΨǳƴŎƻƴŦirmable Taliban claim of 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΩ.445 According to the population figures, 15 million people were living in areas controlled by 
GoA or having undetermined status, while 13 million Afghans found themselves in contested areas 
and 4.5 million in the Taliban-controlled areas.446 

1.6 Mobility 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦b!a! ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ нлмфΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ΨǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ƻƴ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
roads and ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎΩΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ-organised abductions, which created a climate of fear.447 
Highway 1, or Ring Road, which is the most important highway and connects Kabul, Mazar-e Sharif, 
Herat, and Kandahar448 was reported to be partly destroyed and contaminated with IEDs by the Taliban 
during the offensive on Ghazni City in August 2018.449 The Taliban blocked the parts of the road 
between Baghlan and Balkh during the attacks on Kunduz in 2015 and 2018.450 Following the August 
2019 offensives on Dasht-e Archi district, Kunduz province, and Pul-e Khurmi district, Baghlan province, 
the Taliban was reported to having blocked roads to Highway 1 in the direction to Kabul for more than 
two weeks.451 In July 2020, local media reported that several parts of the Baghlan-Balkh Highway, 
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connecting Kabul with northern and north-eastern provinces, were blocked due to the Taliban-
initiated clashes.452 

In 2019 and the first part of 2020, the incidents affecting mobility comprised clashes between PGFs 
and AGEs453, checkpoints454, abductions455, and killings.456 IEDs planted on roads and highways were 
reported to cause casualties among civilians457, military458, and police.459 Travellers were reported to 
ŦŀŎŜ ΨǘŀȄŜǎΩ460 charged along main roads, which became a source of revenue for the Taliban.461 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦{5h{Σ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘŀȄƛΣ ǘǊǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎ ΨƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ 
by security forces and insurgent groups, who ŜȄǘƻǊǘŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊǎΩ.462 The local 
media specified that the cases of extortion at checkpƻƛƴǘǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ Ψ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƻƴ the Kandahar-Kabul, Kandahar-Herat, and Kabul-Torkham 
Highways463; cases of extortion were reported also, for instance, on the highway connecting Mazar-e 
Sharif, Balkh province, and Dar-e Suf district, Samangan province464, and the Baghlan-Balkh Highway.465 

According to the Asia Foundation 2019 survey, almost 80 % ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ΨǎƻƳŜ ƻǊ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǊ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩ. Some or lot of fear when travelling was 
particularly expressed by interviewees of Uruzgan (89 %), Faryab (87 %), Sar-e Pul, Khost, and Ghazni 
(86 % each), and Kabul (85 %). Among women, 34 % reported a lot of fear when travelling; this figure 
was higher in Ghazni (66 %), Panjshir (57 %), and Bamyan (48 %).466 Referring to the 2018 WOA 
Assessment, UNOCHA reported that 61 % of displaced households in Hilmand, Uruzgan, Zabul. Khost, 
ŀƴŘ tŀƪǘƛŀ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŦŜƭǘ ΨƭŜǎǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǊ ŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƻǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ΨōŜ 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘκǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩ.467 

Afghanistan's major population centres can be reached either by land or by air.468 In more remote 
arŜŀǎΣ ǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ΨŀǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ closed due to flooding, landslides, 
ǎƴƻǿ ƻǊ ŀǾŀƭŀƴŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΩ. As noted by UNOCHA, such provinces as Baghlan, Kunar, 
Logar, Maidan Wardak, Nuristan, Panjshir, Samangan, and Sar-Ŝ tǳƭ ΨƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ŀƛǊǎǘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŀƛǊ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƛǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǇƻƻǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΩ.469 

According to the airport map produced by the Austrian Country of Origin Information unit in March 
2019, scheduled passenger services to domestic and international destinations exist from Kabul, Herat, 
Kandahar, and Mazar-e Sharif while domestic airports with scheduled passenger function in the 
provinces of Farah, Helmand, Nimroz, and Uruzgan.470  
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Hamid Karzai International Airport (KBL), known as Khwaja Rawash Airport471, is located at a distance 
of 16 kilometres from Kabul city centre.472 In November 2019, a suicide car blast near the airport 
caused civilian casualties.473 YŀƴŘŀƘŀǊ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΣ ƴŀƳŜŘ !ƘƳŀŘ {ƘŀƘ .ŀōŀ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΣ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ мс ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ǎƻǳǘƘπŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ YŀƴŘŀƘŀǊ /ƛǘȅΦ474 
Herat International Airport (HEA) is situated 18 kilometres south of Herat City.475 Mazar-e-Sharif 
International Airport (MZR), or Mawlana Jalaluddin Muhammad Balkhi International Airport, is located 
8 kilometres from Mazar-e-Sharif.476 Lƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмфΣ ŀƴ ŀƛǊ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦ ŀƴŘ 
9ǳǊƻǇŜ Ǿƛŀ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊƎƻ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎΦ477 
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473 Washington Post (The), 12 killed in Kabul suicide blast, including children, 13 November 2019, url  
474 Ahmad Shah Baba International Airport, n.d., url (accessed 10 July 2020) 
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477 Pajhwok Afghan News, Mazar-i-Sharif-Turkey-Europe air corridor formally opens, 9 January 2019, url  

https://lifos.migrationsverket.se/nyhetsarkiv/2019-02-07-lifosrapport-inrikesflyg-i-afghanistan-version-3.1.html
http://hamidkarzaiairport.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://kandaharairport.net/
https://a8bf88f8-284e-415e-8c9e-28f7a64dab52.usrfiles.com/ugd/a8bf88_640a07f1b5004f9981e222aeb50f5553.pdf
https://a8bf88f8-284e-415e-8c9e-28f7a64dab52.usrfiles.com/ugd/a8bf88_640a07f1b5004f9981e222aeb50f5553.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/01/09/mazar-i-sharif-turkey-europe-air-corridor-formally-opens


EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGHANISTAN - SECURITY SITUATION τ  55  

 

2. Regional description of the security 
situation in Afghanistan 

2.1 Kabul City  

2.1.1 General description of the city     

Kabul City is the capital of Afghanistan and of Kabul province, of which it is a separate district alongside 
14 others.478 Surrounded by mountains, the city is located at 1 800 metres above sea level.479 Kabul 
City expanded from 12 districts or city wards to 22 urban districts480Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ YŀōǳƭΩǎ нн 
Police Districts (PDs).481 According to estimates for 2020-нм ōȅ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ b{L!Σ Yŀōǳƭ /ƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 
population of 4 434 550.482 However, exact population figures are disputed and estimates range from 
3.5 million up to a possible 6.5 million inhabitants in 2020.483 

Yŀōǳƭ ƛǎ ōȅ ŦŀǊ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴfluential city, characterised by an unprecedented 
demographic and urban growth.484 Massive returnee populations, IDPs and economic migrants have 
spurred this rapid growth485Σ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŀŎŜΦ486 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!b ŀƴŀƭȅǎǘ CŀōǊƛȊƛƻ CƻǎŎƘƛƴƛΣ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩǎ ΨǊŀǇƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǳǊōŀƴƛǎŀtion 
Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŀƭ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŦŀōǊƛŎ 
that helped to preserve a certain social order, guaranteeing some degrees of security, now 
ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦŀǎǘΩΦ487 As described by several sources, the main problems currently afflicting the 
Afghan capital are inadequate housing and sanitation, overstretched basic services and resources, 
unemployment, land grabbing, poverty, traffic and limited accessibility, severe air pollution and 
criminality.488  

Yŀōǳƭ /ƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊƛŎ ǊƛƴƎǎΥ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ {ƘŀƘǊπŜ YƻƘƴŀΣ 
ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎƛǘȅΣ {ƘŀƘǊπŜ bŀǿΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƛǘȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ {ƘŀǎƘ 5ŀǊŀƪ ŀƴŘ ²ŀȊƛǊ !ƪōŀǊ YƘŀƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŜƳōŀǎǎƛŜǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǊƛƴƎ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎπмфулǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǊōŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭƛƪŜ ¢ŀƛƳŀƴƛΣ 
vŀƭŀπŜ CŀǘǳƭƭŀƘΣ YŀǊǘπŜ {ŜΣ YŀǊǘπŜ /ƘŀƘŀǊΣ YŀǊǘπŜ bŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŎǊƻǊŀƛƻƴǎ ό{ƻǾƛŜǘπǎǘȅƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
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ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎύΦ The outer, growing ring of the city expanded rapidly after 2001, mainly housing Afghans who 
have migrated to the capital since then and ǎƻƳŜ ƘƛƎƘπǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘǎ.489 Yŀōǳƭ /ƛǘȅ 
Ƙƻǎǘǎ ŀƴ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎΦ490 

Kabul is an ethnically diverse city, with communities from almost all Afghan ethnicities. Pashtuns, 
Tajiks, Hazaras, Uzbeks, Turkmen, Baluch, Sikhs and Hindus all reside there, with no group clearly 
dominating.491 According to FoschinƛΣ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ Yŀōǳƭ ƛǎ ΨŎƻǎƳƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ 
with the constant movement of residents having a disruptive effect on social networks.492 Districts in 
YŀōǳƭΩǎ ƻǳǘǎƪƛǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǘƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ƘƻƳƻƎŜƴƻǳǎΦ493 As people tend to move to areas where they 
already have family or into particular districts as part of a larger group with the same ethnicity, 
different city neighbourhoods have become associated with different ethnic groups.494 Lƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ŘŜƴǎŜƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŀ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ΨǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩ Ƙŀǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŘǿŜƭƭŜǊǎ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ YŀōǳƭΦ495 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ 
ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦ496 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ 
ǿŀǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ497 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Yŀōǳƭ 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ½ƻƴŜ ό9{½ύ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ498 bŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ πƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜΣ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊƻŀŘ ōƭƻŎƪŀŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǇŀǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǊŜŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ499 YŀōǳƭΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄŀŎŜǊōŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 
ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ500 ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ501Φ Lƴ WǳƴŜ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ Yŀōǳƭ /ƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DƘŀƴƛΦ502 

2.1.2 Conflict background and actors in Kabul City  

Although the Afghan capital is under government control503, Kabul remains a target for AGEs who 
continue to carry out attacks in the city.504 According to AAN analyst Thomas Ruttig, suicide and 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ Yŀōǳƭ ΨŘƻ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
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battlefield, but do have propaganda impactsΩΦ505 USDOD describes the objectives of militant groups 
conducting suicide attacks in Kabul as attracting international media attention, creating the perception 
ƻŦ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
populŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ506  

Several sources have reported on an infiltration of the Taliban in Kabul City, with 
information/intelligence networks supporting the movement.507 According to USDOD, the Taliban 
have continued to prioritise attacks in Kabul in 2019, although their ground movements in the capital 
have been reduced.508 The Taliban strategy in the third quarter of 2019 was described as a mixture of 
ΨŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪΩΣ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘƛƎƘ-profile attacks in Kabul City with continuous peace negotiations 
for a US troop withdrawal.509 According to analysts interviewed by Landinfo in October 2019, the 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ, indicating that the insurgence 
group could turn back to large suicide attacks in Kabul to show its strength.510  

According to 2019 United Nations Department for Safety and Security (UNDSS) figures cited by 
UNAMA, ISKP security-related incidents have decreased in Kabul.511 Continued ANDSF pressure and 
several raids oƴ L{Yt ƘƛŘŜƻǳǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ 
activities and ability to conduct high-profile attacks in Kabul.512 However, at the same time, ISKP is 
reported to remain active and threatening, maintaining an operational capacity in the capital.513 In 
June 2020, USDOD suggested the militants might be moving to smaller groups in urban areas, which 
are harder to locate and identify.514 After a six-month period of no ISKP-claimed assaults in Kabul at 
the end of 2019 and in the first months of 2020, several attacks have been attributed to the group 
again since March 2020 (see below).515 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ !ƳƛǊŀ WŀŘƻƻƴΣ L{YtΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ Yŀōǳƭ 
can be related to various factors: the capital being the most densely populated region in the country, 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ōƻǘƘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ L{YtΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘǎ 
in the east.516    

ISKP is reported to have maintained an active cell in Kabul.517 According to analyst Borhan Osman, 
L{YtΩǎ Yŀōǳƭ ŎŜƭƭ ƛǎ ŀƴ ΨŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴΩΣ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ǳǊōŀƴ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǎƻŎƛƻ-
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economic backgrounds (often from middle class-families) in the capital and in the surrounding 
provinces of Parwan, Panjsher and Kapisa. In contrast to the usually reported pattern of Pashtun 
ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŀōǳƭΩǎ L{Yt ŎŜƭƭΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
supporters reportedly come from predominantly Tajik areas.518 Osman points at the scarcity of reliable 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Yŀōǳƭ ŎŜƭƭΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΦ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ organise and carry out attacks 
in the capital have reportedly often been relayed directly to small ISKP leadership circles in Nangarhar 
province. According to senior Afghan security officials, all the ISKP-claimed attacks in the capital 
depended on the same supply and logistics chain from a single network, also used for attacks by the 
Taliban (including the Haqqani Network), likely having the support of corrupt government security 
ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ hǎƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ƭƛƳƛǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
the Doha Agreement with the US on 29 February нлнл ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ L{YtΩǎ Yŀōǳƭ ŎŜƭƭ ǘƻ 
seize the opportunity to gain greater visibility and to cast itself as an alternative force to the Taliban.519  

ISKP reportedly applies an effective recruitment strategy (often online, through social media)520 in the 
capital, conducting outreach activities in religious and academic institutions, including Kabul 
University.521 University professors recruiting for ISKP and first-grade students joining their ranks 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀƴǘΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŎŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴ ŜƭƛǘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ aƛŘ-career professionals, 
business owners and well-educated urbanites are mostly recruited for logistical, financial or 
communication roles, often leading a double life.522 According to analyst Osman, the growing appeal 
ƻŦ L{YtΩǎ {ŀƭŀŦƛ-Jihadist ideology among urban Afghan youth may explain the Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ΨǇǳǊƛǘȅΩΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƛŘƭȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ [ŀǿΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴǘƛ-
Shia sectarian agenda, strong in-group solidarity and egalitarian behaviour, enthusiasm for a global 
ƧƛƘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŦŀƴǘŀǎȅ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƛǇƘŀǘŜΩ ŀǊŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ǉǳƭƭ-ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ YŀōǳƭΩǎ 
youth to ISKP. A growing dissatisfaction with the current elite and the status quo of the Afghan political 
system is indicated as a push factor driving urban youth to search for a radical alternative.523 

Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ Iŀǉǉŀƴƛ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǘŜǊǊƻǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ 
YŀōǳƭΩΦ524 In recent years, the network is believed to be responsible for several complex attacks on 
government and international targets in heavily populated areas of the city.525 In June 2020, the UN 
{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ΨǘŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Iŀǉǉŀƴƛ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ L{Yt ƛƴ 
YŀōǳƭΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ΨƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩ of the Haqqanis 
in ISKP-claimed attacks in the capital.526 

Attacks in Kabul City often remain unclaimed or are conducted by unidentified armed groups.527 
Analysts highlight the challenge in assessing the credibility of claims or denials of involvement in 
certain attacks -referring to indications that diverse pro-ISKP groups claim attacks that have not been 
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carried out by them and the Taliban often denying their involvement in attacks causing high numbers 
of civilian casualties.528  

In terms of the presence of ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ YŀōǳƭΩǎ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ 
security zone has been transferred to the Kabul Security Force (KSF). ANP forces maintain responsibility 
for security within the city, with the special Crisis Response Unit (CRU 222)529 addressing (high-profile) 
attacks. The independent ANA division for the capital (111)530 secures the perimeter of the city. The 
capital NDS corps ensures that intelligence sharing remains focused on the prevention of high-profile 
attacks.531  

According to AAN analyst Foschini, security concerns in Kabul are not limited to AGE attacks alone, but 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭƛǘȅΦ CƻǎŎƘƛƴƛ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ YŀōǳƭΩǎ ǎǳǊƎƛƴƎ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 
unemployment, combined with the increasing influence of heavily armed and politically connected 
criminal networks532Σ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ƻŦ YŀōǳƭΩǎ 
youth. Foschini differentiates between targeted killings disguised as criminally-motivated attacks and 
common criminality in the city533: home raids and personally-driven murders534 in central city areas 
that used to be considered relatively safe535, organised petty theft on public transport, armed 
robberies536 and violent car-jackings, an increase in narco-trafficking and drug-related crimes537 in 
several city areas and kidnappings538 and extortion539 by organised criminal gangs.540 According to 
UNHCR, kidnapping is a major concern for many Kabul citizens.541 Foreigners and wealthy Afghans are 
indicated as the main targets.542 {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ YŀōǳƭΩǎ 
rapidly expanding crime scene.543 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ CƻǎŎƘƛƴƛΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ψŀ modus vivendi between police and 
ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎΩ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ city neighbourhoods, with powerful and deeply-rooted (political) interests often 
resulting in impunity.544 Mid-Wǳƭȅ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ - Mobilizing the People in the Fight against 
/ǊƛƳŜΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦȅƛƴƎ operations against criminal 
gangs and armed robbers in the capital region.545 
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2.1.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population  

2.1.3.1 General  

According to UNAMA, over half of all civilian casualties from suicide attacks in 2019 were counted in 
15 such incidents in Kabul City.546 Afghan government departments and officials, the Afghan security 
forces and high-profile international institutions, both military and civil, were reported as the main 
targets for AGEs in Kabul City.547 UNAMA also expressed its concern on the targeting of judges and 
prosecutors, health care workers, aid workers and human rights defenders.548 Additionally, a pattern 
of intimidation and violence faced by media workers and telecommunication companies was 
reported.549 

ACLED collected data on 142 violent events in Kabul City550 from 1 March 2019 to 30 June from reports 
ƛƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ пф ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻŘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩΣ тм ŀǎ ΨŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴǎκǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ нн ŀǎ 
ΨǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩΦ551  

 

Figure 3. Kabul City - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians 
from 1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data552 

After an increase in the first half of 2018553, the number of high-profile suicide and complex attacks in 
Kabul started to decrease from the second half of 2018 and further into 2019.554 According to the UN 
Secretary General, this can be attributed to successful interdiction efforts and enhanced security 
measures by ANDSF forces in the capital.555 As in the whole of Afghanistan, violence in Kabul intensified 
during the third quarter of 2019556, with several suicide and complex attacks in the city in the months 
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of July, August and September.557 In the last quarter of 2019558, as well as in the first months of 2020559 
fewer attacks were carried out in the capital. Since the second quarter of 2020, violence has reportedly 
increased again.560 In June 2020, Tolonews reported on 30 magnetic IED and roadside bomb blasts in 
the Kabul City area between 20 March and 31 May 2020.561 

Examples of suicide and complex attacks carried out in Kabul City during the reporting period included: 
an ISKP-claimed suicide attack and subsequent siege targeting the Ministry of Communication in April 
2019, causing more than seven casualties562; a Taliban-claimed suicide attack against NGO Counterpart 
International in May 2019, killing 8 civilians and injuring 27563; a Taliban-claimed complex attack on the 
logistics and engineering department of the Ministry of Defence in July 2019, causing a large impact 
on surrounding houses, businesses and schools, resulting in 151 civilian casualties564; an unclaimed 
attack near the gates of Kabul University, in July 2019, resulting in more than 40 casualties565; an ISKP-
claimed suicide bombing of a bus with employees from the Ministry of Petroleum and Mines, also in 
July 2019, killing at least 11 and wounding dozens566; a Taliban-claimed suicide bombing targeting the 
Green Village compound in the east of the city in September 2019, resulting in at least 16 people killed 
and injuring more than 100567; an unclaimed attack targeting the maternity ward of an MSF hospital in 
the Hazara populated Dasht-e Barchi neighbourhood, in May 2020, killing 24 people and wounding 
another 23568. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴŀƭȅǎǘ .ƻǊƘŀƴ hǎƳŀƴΣ ΨƘƛƎƘ-profile attacks have become less frequent as the insurgents 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ569 An increase in targeted killings has been reported in 
Kabul City570, with government officials referring to the rising fear of Kabul becoming like other Afghan 
cities, such as Kandahar in the south, where a decrease in large-scale attacks has been replaced by a 
sustained rise in targeted killings.571 Shootings by assassins riding on motorcycles, magnetic VBIEDs 
and remote IEDs are described as the tactics most often used for targeted killings.572 In May 2019, 
political advisor and former TV journalist Mina Mangal was assassinated by unknown assailants in 
PD 8.573 In separate attacks in July and November 2019, four prosecutors and one judge were killed 

 

557 USDO5Σ [ŜŀŘ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ όL/ύ ŦƻǊ hǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ /ƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴŎȅ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ {ŜƴǘƛƴŜƭ - Report to the 
United States Congress 1 July - 30 September 2019, 20 November 2019, url, pp. 13-14; UNSG, The Situation in Afghanistan 
and Its Implications for International Peace and Security, A/74/582ςS/2019/935, 10 December 2019, url, p. 6 
558 Norway, Landinfo, Afghanistan: Sikkerhetssituasjon og konfliktmonster i 2019, 22 January 2020, url, p. 25; USDOD, Lead 
LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ όL/ύ ŦƻǊ hǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ /ƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴŎȅ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ {ŜƴǘƛƴŜƭ - Report to the United States 
Congress 1 October - 31 December 2019, 19 February 2020, url, pp. 11-12  
559 UNSG, The Situation in Afghanistan and Its Implications for International Peace and Security, A/74/753ςS/2020/210, 17 
March 2020, url, p. 6 
560 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 2020, 4 June 2020 (updated 25 June 2020), url; UNSG, The Situation in 
Afghanistan and Its Implications for International Peace and Security, A/74/897ςS/2020/549, 17 June 2020, url, pp. 5-6; 
Reporterly, EU Calls for Immediate Ceasefire as Violence Rises in Afghanistan, 30 June 2020, url 
561 Tolonews, 30 Blasts in Kabul in Over 2 Months, 2 June 2020, url 
562 Guardian (The), At Least Seven Dead as Attackers Storm Afghan Ministry Building, 20 April 2019, url 
563 NYT, Taliban Attack Aid Group Office in Kabul, in Setback to U.S. Peace Talks, 8 May 2019, url; UNAMA, Afghanistan 
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict - Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 27 
564 RFE/RL, Six Killed, More Than 115 Hurt As Powerful Blast Rocks Kabul, 1 July 2019, url; UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection 
of Civilians in Armed Conflict - Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 27 
565 NYT, Suicide Bombing at University Kills 10 As Violence Surges in Afghanistan, 19 July 2019, url 
566 Pajhwok Afghan News, 5 Women, Child among 11 Killed in Kabul Attack, 25 July 2019, url 
567 Guardian (The), Blast Hits Kabul after Briefing on US-Taliban Deal to Withdraw 5,000 Troops, 3 September 2019, url 
568 NYT, From Maternity Ward to Cemetery, a Morning of Murder in Afghanistan, 12 May 2020, url; UNAMA, Afghanistan: 
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict. Special Report: Attacks on Healthcare during the Covid-19 Pandemic, June 2020, 
url, pp. 12-13 
569 Osman, B., Intensifying Violence Dulƭǎ !ŦƎƘŀƴǎΩ IƻǇŜǎ ŦƻǊ tŜŀŎŜΣ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ DǊƻǳǇ, 5 July 2019, url 
570 Sarwary, B., [Twitter], posted on: 17 May 2020, url 
571 NYT, American Aid Worker for U.N. Is Killed in Afghan Capital, 25 November 2019, url 
572 NYT, American Aid Worker for U.N. Is Killed in Afghan Capital, 25 November 2019, url; UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection 
of Civilians in Armed Conflict - Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 44 
573 Al Jazeera, Afghan Parliament Advisor and Former Journalist Killed in Kabul, 11 May 2019, url 

https://media.defense.gov/2019/Nov/20/2002214020/-1/-1/1/Q4FY2019_LEADIG_OFS_REPORT.PDF
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/S_2019_935_E.pdf
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Temanotat-Afghanistan-Sikkerhetssituasjonen-og-konfliktm%C3%B8nster-i-2019-22012020.pdf
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Feb/21/2002252796/-1/-1/1/LEAD%20INSPECTOR%20GENERAL%20FOR%20OPERATION%20FREEDOM%E2%80%99S%20SENTINEL.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_on_afghanistan_17_march_2020.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-2020.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_on_afghanistan_june_2020.pdf
http://reporterly.net/live/newsfeed/tuesday-june-30-2020/eu-calls-for-immediate-ceasefire-as-violence-rises-in-afghanistan/
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/30-blasts-kabul-over-2-months
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/08/world/asia/kabul-afghanistan-bombing.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.rferl.org/a/powerful-blast-rocks-center-of-kabul/30029551.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/19/world/asia/afghanistan-kabul-university-bombing.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/07/25/5-women-child-among-11-killed-kabul-attack
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/sep/03/blast-hits-kabul-after-briefing-us-deal-withdraw-5000-troops-afghanistan
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/12/world/asia/afghanistan-violence-kabul-nangarhar.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_special_report_attacks_on_healthcare_during_the_covid-19_pandemic_20_june_2020.pdf
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/rural-afghanistans-lost-feeling-imminent-peace
https://twitter.com/bsarwary/status/1262013873231736832
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/25/world/asia/american-un-killed-afghanistan.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/25/world/asia/american-un-killed-afghanistan.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/southasia/2019/05/afghan-parliament-adviser-journalist-killed-kabul-190511135646321.html


62 τ EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGHANISTAN ς SECURITY SITUATION 

and injured in different city districts.574 In August 2019575 and in May 2020576, an ISKP-claimed roadside 
IED blast targeted two minibuses from private TV station Khurshid, resulting in 4 deaths and 10 people 
injured. In October-November 2019, the district chief of Jaghatu district (Wardak province)577, a high 
school principal578, an employee of the Ministry of Finance579, the Badghis provincial police chief580 and 
an intelligence agent581 were gunned down in different areas of Kabul city. Also in November 2019, a 
grenade attack targeted a UN vehicle in PD 9, killing a foreign UN worker and wounding several 
civilians.582 In March 2020, a Logar provincial council member was killed by unknown gunmen in 
PD 8583, the female mayor of Wardak province was attacked by unknown gunmen in PD 5584 and the 
female head of the NDS Gender Department died in a magnetic IED blast attached to her vehicle585. In 
June 2020, the governor for Nuristan province survived an attack by unknown gunmen on his convoy586 
and an AIHRC employee and her driver were killed in an IED explosion targeting their vehicle587. 

Several attacks in Kabul City in 2019 and 2020 were directed against the Afghan security forces. For 
example: a Taliban-claimed attack on a police checkpoint in PD 7 in May 2019, causing several ANP 
casualties588; two attacks targeting the Marshal Fahim Military University in PD 5 in May 2019589 and 
in February 2020590, causing more than a dozen casualties each; a Taliban-claimed car bombing 
targeting the police station of PD 6 in August 2019, killing at least 14 people and injuring 100 or 
more591; a Taliban-claimed VBIED attack in September 2019 targeting an ANDSF checkpoint in a 
fortified area near the Green Zone, killing at least 10 civilians, 2 foreign troop members and injuring 
more than 40 people592; a Taliban-claimed suicide car bomb targeting the Chaharasyab Afghan Special 
Forces base on the outskirts of the capital, also in September 2019, causing several ANA casualties593; 
the shooting of several policemen by unidentified gunmen near Dehmazang Square in June 2020594; 
and a roadside bomb targeting a police vehicle in PD 11 in July 2020.595 Afghan officials, cited by NYT, 
pointed out that attacks on military targets in the city often result in a significant number of civilian 
casualties.596 

In contrast to previous years, UNAMA documented a 35 % decrease in civilian casualties from 
sectarian-motivated attacks (mainly attributed to ISKP) in 2019.597 The single most deadly incident 
documented by UNAMA in 2019 was an ISKP-claimed suicide attack on the Dubai City Wedding Hall in 
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PD с ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ {ƘƛΩŀ aǳǎƭƛƳǎΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ноп ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ 
casualties.598 In March 2020, ISKP claimed another sectarian-motivated attack in the capital: two 
gunmen opened fire on a ceremony commemorating the murder of ethnic Hazara leader Abdul Ali 
Mazari, causing more than a hundred civilian casualties.599 Since the second half of 2018, Hazara 
residents in western Kabul have reportedly been seeking to arm themselves, taking over responsibility 
for security in their areas.600 

In 2019, UNAMA documented a 48 % decrease in civilian casualties from attacks targeting places of 
worship and religious leaders.601 Several such attacks were reported in Kabul City. In May 2019, a 
Taliban-attributed IED explosion inside the Al-Taqwa mosque killed 3 civilians, including well-known 
religious leader Mauwlawi Rayhan, and wounded 34 people.602 Also in May 2019, unknown gunmen 
shot and killed Mauwlawi Kamawal, a prominent religious and academic scholar who had called on 
anti-government forces to stop waging war.603 According to NYT reporters, these kinds of attacks on 
religious leaders reflect an enduring Taliban strategy, targeting people with religious influence in order 
ǘƻ ΨŜȄŜǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅΩΦ604 
At the end of March 2020, ISKP gunmen stormed a Sikh temple and housing complex in the Shorbazar 
area, taking 80 people hostage605, killing 26 and injuring 11 more in an hoursΩ long siege. Referring to 
this incident, UNAMA reported on an increase in civilian deaths from intentional targeting of civilians 
during the first quarter of 2020, as compared to 2019.606 In May 2020, a prayer leader was shot by 
unidentified gunmen in his mosque in PD 6.607 In June 2020, two explosions inside the Wazir Akbar 
YƘŀƴ ƳƻǎǉǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ ½ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊ {ƘŀƘ {ǳǊƛ ƳƻǎǉǳŜ ƛƴ YŀǊǘ-e Char resulted in 
the death of two prayer leaders and several civilians.608 

A general low interest in voting was reported in Kabul for the presidential elections on 
28 September 2019609, just over a fifth of registered voters actually voted in the capital.610 The 
deadliest election-related incident recorded in Kabul was an unclaimed complex attack targeting vice-
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ !ƳǊǳƭƭŀƘ {ŀƭŜƘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ ¢ǊŜƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ нлмфΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ 
71 civilian casualties.611 The UN Secretary General reported a high tempo of small-scale attacks to 
prevent or disrupt the 2019 electoral process, with the highest number of security incidents on election 
day in Kunduz and Kabul City.612 According to UNAMA, however, no mass-casualty incidents were 
recorded on 28 September.613 The Taliban reportedly warned students and teachers not to work as 
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599 RFE/RL, Dozens Killed in Kabul Attack Claimed by Islamic State, 6 March 2020, url; UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of 
Civilians in Armed Conflict First Quarter Report: 1 January - 31 March 2020, April 2020, url, p. 4 
600 RFE/RL, Under ThreaǘΣ YŀōǳƭΩǎ IŀȊŀǊŀ aŀƪŜ /ŀƭƭ ǘƻ !ǊƳǎΣ нл {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΣ url; Finland, FIS/Migrationsverket, 
Afghanistan: Fact-Finding Mission to Kabul in April 2019 - Situation of Returnees in Kabul, 15 October 2019, url, p. 24 
601 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict - Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 46 
602 NYT, Bombing at Afghan Mosque Kills Popular Religious Scholar, 24 May 2019, url; UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of 
Civilians in Armed Conflict - Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 47   
603 Pajhwok Afghan News, Defence Counsel Association Member Shot Dead in Kabul, 26 May 2019, url 
604 NYT, Bombing at Afghan Mosque Kills Popular Religious Scholar, 24 May 2019, url  
605 Al Jazeera, Gunmen Storm Sikh Religious Complex in Kabul, Many Feared Trapped, 25 March 2020, url 
606 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict First Quarter Report: 1 January - 31 March 2020, April 
2020,  url, p. 4 
607 Pajhwok Afghan News, Prayer Leader Gunned Down in Kabul, Say Police, 10 May 2020, url 
608 Tolonews, Afghans on Mosque Attack: 'Security Too Weak', 12 June 2020, url 
609 !ŘƛƭƛΣ !Φ ¸Φ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ нлмф όмлύΥ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ ²ŀǘŎƘ hǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 5ŀȅΚΣ !!bΣ нс {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ url 
610 !ŘƛƭƛΣ !Φ ¸ΦΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ нлмф 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όнпύΥ 5ƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ wŜŎƻǳƴǘΣ ¢ƘǊŜŀǘǎ bƻǘ ǘƻ !ŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ Some Interesting 
New Data, AAN, 21 November 2019, url 
611 DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ ό¢ƘŜύΣ Yŀōǳƭ !ǘǘŀŎƪΥ нл YƛƭƭŜŘΣ рл LƴƧǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ .ƻƳōƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Dǳƴ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ŀǘ tƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ нф Wǳƭȅ нлмфΣ url; 
UNAMA, Afghanistan: Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict. Special Report: 2019 Election-Related Violence, October 
2019, url, p. 3 
612 UNSG, The Situation in Afghanistan and Its Implications for International Peace and Security, A/74/582ςS/2019/935, 10 
December 2019, url, p. 5 
613 UNAMA, Afghanistan: Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict. Special Report: 2019 Election-Related Violence, October 
2019, url, p. 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/17/world/asia/kabul-wedding-explosion.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.rferl.org/a/several-wounded-in-kabul-attack-abdullah-escapes-unharmed/30471867.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_protection_of_civilians_in_armed_conflict_-_2020_first_quarter_report_english_0.pdf
https://www.rferl.org/a/under-threat-kabul-s-hazara-make-call-for-arms/29500669.html
https://migri.fi/documents/5202425/5914056/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf/ebbe969e-aea8-768d-c10b-37fad4b2bbd2/Afghanistan_FFM_Returnees_MIG-1914851.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/24/world/asia/afghanistan-mosque-attack.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/05/26/defence-counsel-association-member-shot-dead-kabul
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/24/world/asia/afghanistan-mosque-attack.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/gunmen-attack-sikh-religious-complex-kabul-interior-ministry-200325044905522.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_protection_of_civilians_in_armed_conflict_-_2020_first_quarter_report_english_0.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/05/10/prayer-leader-gunned-down-kabul-say-police
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/afghans-mosque-attack-security-too-weak
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-10-what-to-watch-out-for-on-election-day/
https://web.archive.org/web/20191226000204/https:/www.afghanistan-analysts.org/afghanistans-2019-election-24-disputed-recount-threats-not-to-accept-results-and-some-interesting-new-data/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/29/kabul-attack-20-killed-50-injured-in-bombing-and-gun-battle-at-politicians-office
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_special_report_-_2019_election-related_violence_0.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/S_2019_935_E.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_special_report_-_2019_election-related_violence_0.pdf


64 τ EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGHANISTAN ς SECURITY SITUATION 

polling ǎƛǘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨƴƛƎƘǘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΩ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ ƛƴ YŀōǳƭΦ614 In March 2020, several 
ISKP-claimed rockets hit the sites where both President Ashraf Ghani and his rival Dr Abdullah Abdullah 
took the oath of office as president.615 

Since autumn 2018, ANDSF forces have begun a concerted effort to dismantle AGE groups active in 
and around the Kabul metropolitan area616 with a new Command of the Joint Forces established in 
June 2020.617 Examples of such military operations included: the arrest of six ISKP media activists in 
April 2019618; the arrest of six ISKP members, allegedly involved in kidnappings, transferring munition 
and relocating of militants to Nangarhar, in June 2019619, the detainment of four ISKP operatives, 
including a lecturer and graduates from Kabul university, in July 2019620; a raid on three ISKP cells in 
PDs 8, 11 and 15 in August 2019, resulting in the arrest and killing of several ISKP members621; the 
arrest of nine ISKP sympathisers, providing financial support to the insurgence group, in February 
2020622; several raids on ISKP and Haqqani hideouts in PDs 8 and 11 in May 2020, resulting in the arrest 
of three prominent ISKP figures, including a region leader, and the killing of several other militants623; 
and the arrest of two ISKP-affiliates, allegedly planning attacks on a hospital and media outlet in the 
city, in July 2020.624 

2.1.3.2 Displacement  

According to UNOCHA assessments, no conflict-induced displacement was reported from Kabul 
district625 between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020, while during that same period Kabul district 
received 4 062 conflict-induced IDPs. The IDPs arriving in Kabul district came from a range of different 
provinces, such as Badakhshan, Baghlan, Bamyan, Balkh, Daykundi, Faryab, Ghazni, Jawzjan, Kapisa, 
Kunar, Kunduz, Laghman, Logar, Nangarhar, Samangan, Sar-e Pul, Takhar and Wardak. The largest 
group came from Kunar province (679) (mostly from Chapadara district) in the first half of 2019 and 
from Baghlan province (651) (mostly from Dahan-e Ghori district) throughout the whole reporting 
period.626 Mid-March 2019, UNOCHA recorded a peak of 140 IDPs coming from Mardyan district in 
Jawzjan province. In the beginning of June 2019, UNOCHA registered a peak of 133 IDPs coming from 
Khwaja Umari district in Ghazni province, after the district was recaptured from AGEs.627 he IDPs who 
have so far arrived in Kabul district in 2020 are from the provinces of Nangarhar, Kunduz, Logar and 
Baghlan, as well as a peak of 336 individuals from the region of the central highlands (provinces 
Bamyan and Daykundi) in January and February 2020.628 
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!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!b ŀƴŀƭȅǎǘ CƻǎŎƘƛƴƛΣ ΨƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ YŀōǳƭΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ōƻǊƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ.Ω629 Based 
on data from the first half of 2019, IOM ranked Kabul district at the sixth place of the top 25 districts 
hosting most returnees and IDPs.630 The total number of IDPs in Kabul is not known, as movement to 
and within the city is fluid and many return regularly to their area of origin during more peaceful 
periods.631 In February 2019, news agency Reuters reported that an estimated 100 000 displaced 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ YŀōǳƭΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎǇǊŀǿƭΦ632 There are different categories of IDPs in the city: (1) those 
fleeing armed conflict and insecurity, (2) returnees who could not return to their area of origin and live 
in secondary displacement, (3) those displaced from rural areas because of natural disasters, localized 
conflicts or a shortage of work, essential services and food, and (4) migratory groups/nomads such as 
Kuchis and Jogis residing in the city because conflict disrupted their migration patterns and livelihood 
or because of increasing impoverishment.633  

IDPs in Kabul often settle in areas at the outskirts of the city, such as Bagrami and PDs 8, 12, 13, 16 and 
21634, often mingling with other vulnerable groups such as the urban poor, returnees and economic 
migrants. The lack of adequate land and affordable housing in the urban area forces most new and 
protracted IDPs in Kabul to reside in tents, mud brick and tarpaulin shelters in one of the more than 
рр ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ΨόYŀōǳƭύ LƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ 
{ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΩΣ L{9Ts or KIS, varying in size from dozens to hundreds of dwellings and including some of 
the poorest and most vulnerable households in the city.635 In August 2019, news agency Al Jazeera 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ YŀōǳƭΩǎ L5t ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘs, stemming from a steadily 
deteriorating situation.636 The IDPs arriving and residing in Kabul reportedly add pressure on the 
community, basic services and social infrastructure, strongly affecting the absorption capacity of the 
city.637 !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘal has been facing a severe water shortage for some years now, seriously 
affecting already vulnerable groups like displaced people.638 According to UNOCHA, this could be a 
potential source of future community tension.639 

With limited job opportunities, few or no social protection nets, poor shelter/housing conditions, 
impeded access to education and healthcare and the continuous fear of eviction, displaced families in 
the KIS-sites face precarious living conditions and increased protection risks in their daily life. They are 
often forced into secondary displacement and negative coping strategies like child labour, drug 
use/addiction, early marriage and reducing quantity and quality of food.640 In May 2019, inhabitants 
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ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ YŀōǳƭΩǎ informal settlements reported on signs of change, with their living areas slowly 
becoming more developed and organised. The Afghan Land Authority Arazi, in cooperation with UN 
IŀōƛǘŀǘΣ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ YŀōǳƭΩǎ L{9¢ǎ641, adding to a growing database of city areas 
being formalised.642  

Apart from internal displacement due to conflict, Kabul City sees large flows of Afghan refugees 
returning from neighbouring countries (Pakistan and Iran) or from Turkey (after deportation from 
Europe)643 ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǊŀƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ644 Many returnees 
end up in the capital because of relatively higher security than in their regions of origin and because 
of expectations of more job opportunities, better support services and prospects of social 
acceptance.645 Few tensions are reported, but an increased pressure on local resources, jobs, services, 
and facilities that feeds fear among both returnees and host communities is outlined by several 
sources.646 Most returnees in Kabul City depend on relatives for accommodation and other in-kind 
support.647 The importance of social networks is reported as vital for returnees. When originally not 
from Kabul and without a safety net or extended family in the capital, returnees face difficulties 
supporting themselves, finding jobs or renting accommodation. Hazara returnees coming to Kabul can 
generally count on better support, through a range of sophisticated social networks within their well-
organised and cohesive community.648 Several sources report on the risk of recruitment of IDPs or 
inhabitants of informal settlements in Kabul by AGEs649 and the possible radicalisation of returnees 
and people deported from Europe.650 
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2.2 Badakhshan 

2.2.1 General description of the province  

    

Map 2: Afghanistan ς Badakhshan province, source: UNOCHA651   

.ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ located in the north-eastern part of Afghanistan and has borders with Takhar 
to the west, Panjshir to the south-west and Nuristan to the south and south-east and international 
borders with ¢ŀƧƛƪƛǎǘŀƴΣ /ƘƛƴŀΣ ŀƴŘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΦ652 .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ is divided into the following 
administrative units:  !ǊƎƘŀƴƧƪƘǿŀƘΣ !ǊƎƻΣ .ŀƘŀǊŀƪΣ 5ŀǊŀȅŜƳΣ 5ŀǊǿŀȊ όaŀǊƳŀȅύΣ 5ŀǊǿŀȊπŜπ.ŀƭƭŀ 
όbŜǎŀȅύΣ 9ǎƘƪǎƘƳŜǎƘΣ CŀȅȊŀōŀŘΣ WƻǊƳΣ YŜǎƘŜƳΣ YƘŀǎƘΣ YƘǿŀƘŀƴΣ YƻŦŀōΣ YƻƘŜǎǘŀƴΣ YƻǊŀƴ ǿŀ aǳƴƧŀƴΣ 
wŀƎƘŜǎǘŀƴΣ {ƘŀǊπŜπ.ǳȊƻǊƎΣ {ƘƛƎƴŀƴΣ {ƘŀƪƛΣ {ƘǳƘŀŘŀΣ ¢ŀƎŀōΣ ¢ŜǎƘƪŀƴΣ ²ŀƪƘŀƴΣ ²ŀǊŘǳƧΣ ¸ŀŦǘŀƭπŜπ{ǳŦƭŀΣ 
¸ŀƳƎŀƴ όDƛǊǿŀƴύΣ ¸ŀǿŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ½ŜōŀƪΦ653 aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛǎ 
CŀȅȊŀōŀŘΦ654 

According to estimates for 2020-2021 by NSIA, formerly Central Statistics Organization), the province 
has a population of 1 054 087, 77 154 of whom live in the provincial capital, Fayzabad.655 The main 
ethnic groups in the province are ¢ŀƧƛƪǎ ŀƴŘ ¦ȊōŜƪǎΦ656  

!ǎ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ нлнлΣ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ CŀȅȊŀōŀŘ ŀƴŘ Yŀōǳƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ657  
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!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлму ¦bh5/ hǇƛǳƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ658 Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ȊƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŘǊǳƎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎΦ659 ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ660 
¢ƘŜ ŘǊǳƎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǇƛǎ ƭŀȊǳƭƛ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƭŘ ƳƛƴŜǎ ŦǳŜƭǎΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǎ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ661 CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ¸ŀƳƎŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ YƻǊŀƴ ǿŀ aǳƴƧŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƭŀǇƛǎ ƭŀȊǳƭƛ ƳƛƴŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΦ662 ¢ƘŜȅ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ нлмфΦ663 

2.2.2 Conflict background and actors in Badakhshan  

.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ мффс ŀƴŘ нллмΣ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ !ƴ !!b ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмт ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмрΣ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ς 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мффлǎ ς ƳƻǊŜ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴƻƴπtŀǎƘǘǳƴǎΣ ƛƴ 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ¢ŀƧƛƪǎΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊōǊƻƪŜǊǎΦ664 

Due to the remoteness of the area, the Taliban have created bases for smuggling networks and 
financial operations in the north-east.665 As of 2 July 2020 an ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ ²ŀǊ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ 
presented in a frequently updated map and based on open-source information, indicated 
!ǊƎƘŀƴƧƪƘǿŀƘ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀƳƎŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀǎ Ψ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ-controlledΩΣ CŀȅȊŀōŀŘΣ YƻŦŀōΣ {ƘŀǊπŜπ.ǳȊƻǊƎΣ ²ŀƪƘŀƴΣ 
¸ŀŦǘŀƭπŜπ{ǳŦƭŀ ŀƴŘ Yawan districts aǎ ΨƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ-controlledΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ 
.ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ΨŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΩΦ666  

.ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ ¢ŀƧƛƪΣ ¦ȊōŜƪΣ ¦ȅƎƘǳǊ667Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŜǎǎŜǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳǊƪƳŜƴ 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛƴ нлмт668Σ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ нлмф ŀƴŘ нлнлΦ669 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bDh ¢ƘŜ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻƴƴ 
LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлмтΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ 
ƛƴ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ !ǊƳȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ ²ŀȊƛǊƛǎǘŀƴΣ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΣ ƛƴ нлмпΦ670 
wŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŀƴǘƛπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǊƳŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ 
aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¦ȊōŜƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ !ƭ vŀŜŘŀΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ 
¦ȅƎƘǳǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ !D9ǎΦ671 ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
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ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƘŜǘŜǊƻƎŜƴŜƻǳǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ΨώΧϐ ŀ ƘȅōǊƛŘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩΦ672 !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ 
!ƴŀƭȅǎǘǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώΧϐ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƛǎ 
ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ώΧϐΦΩ !ƴŘ ΨŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΩ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƛǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΦΩ673 According 
to information submitted to the UN Security Council for its June 2019 report, in Afghanistan Central 
Asian groups were under the direct operational and financial control of the Taliban, with about 50 
fighters of the Islamic Jihad Group in Takhar and Badakhshan provinces.674 According to the same 
report Al Qaeda was trying to strengthen its presence in Badakhshan, in particular in Shighnan district. 
Badakhshan was mentioned as one of the three provinces where most of the 240 officially reported Al 
Qaeda fighters operating in Afghanistan were located.675 The June 2019 UN report also mentioned 400 
foreign fighters for the Eastern Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM), operating in Badakhshan676, 
mainly in Warduj and wŀƎƘŜǎǘŀƴ districts, with financing based in the latter.677 The ministry of Defense 
confirmed the presence of ETIM in Afghanistan in December 2019 to the Afghan newspaper Etilaatroz, 
without specifying a region or the number of members. According to the Etilaatroz article the 
movement seems to be active in the north-east and in Badakhshan in particular. Both the provincial 
governor and the Taliban denied the independent presence of ETIM in Badakhshan or Afghanistan. 
While the governor claimed that Uyghurs operate under the Taliban umbrella, the Taliban themselves 
dismissed reports of ETIM activity in Afghanistan as propaganda, meant to cause distrust.678 

! нлмт ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ L{Yt ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ L{Yt ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜǎǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ƛƴ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ǘƘŀƴ 
ƛƴ ƴŜŀǊōȅ YǳƴŘǳȊ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƪƘŀǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΦ679 ! ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ 
ό!L{{ύ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƻŎƪŜǘǎ ƻŦ L{Yt ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ŀƪƘŀǊ ŀƴŘ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
нлмфΦ680 {ŎǊŜŜƴǎƘƻǘǎ ƻŦ L{Yt ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƳŀȅƻǊ ƛƴ CŀȅȊŀōŀŘ 
ƻƴ м {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмф ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǇǊƻπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ WƻǊƳ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлнл ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 
ƻƴ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΦ681  

In terms of the presence of government security forces, Badakhshan province is under the 
responsibility of the нмтǘƘ !b! ŎƻǊǇǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ !b!Ωǎ нлǘƘ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !b! нлфǘƘ /ƻǊǇǎΣ 
was reassigned in April 2019 to become a new corps, the 217th Corps.682 The 217th Corps has its 
headquarters in Kunduz.683 As of 30 April 2020, .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ !ŘǾƛǎŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ς bƻǊǘƘ ό¢!!/ ς bƻǊǘƘύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ 
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ƻŦ b!¢hϥǎ wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ ¢!!/πbƻǊǘƘ ƛǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ 
ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦΣ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ684  

A November 2019 New York Times article points at the frequency of switching sides between the 
Taliban, other anti-government armed groups and the Afghan security forces in the remote province 
of Badakhshan, causing old local rivalries to intertwine with new loyalties.685 

2.2.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population  

2.2.3.1 General  

In 2019, UNAMA documented 106 civilian casualties (48 deaths and 58 injured) in Badakhshan. This 
represents an increase of 68 % compared to 2018. Leading causes of casualties were air strikes, 
followed by ground engagements and targeted/deliberate killings.686 Resolute Support recorded 
between 26 and 75 civilian casualties in Badakhshan in the first half of 2020, reporting an increase in 
civilian casualties in the second quarter of 2020, compared to the first.687 

ACLED collected data on 276 violent events in Badakhshan province between 1 March 2019 and 
30 June 2020 from reports in open sources, 186 of which were coded as battles, 81 as 
explosions/remote violence and 9 as violence against civilians.688 Warduj stood out as the district 
where most incidents were reported with 54 violent events, followed by Jorm district with 40 violent 
events. No violent events were registered by ACLED in 9ǎƘƪǎƘƳŜǎƘΣ YƻŦŀōΣ {ƘƛƎƴŀƴΣ {Ƙŀƪƛ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƪƘŀƴ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ689 

 

Figure 4. Badakhshan - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians 
from 1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data690 

ACLED coded 68 ҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ΨŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎΩΣ 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

 

684 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability In Afghanistan. December 2019, 23 January 2020, url, pp. 11-12; 50; ¦{5h5Σ 
hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ {ŜƴǘƛƴŜƭΦ Lead Inspector General Report To The United States Congress. April 1, 2019WǳƴŜ олΣ нлмфΣ 
16 August 2019, url, pp. 27-28 
685 NYT, Captives or Defectors? Taliban Fighters Tell Conflicting Tales, 7 November 2019, url  
686 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94. No 
UNAMA data on civilian casualties in Badakhshan province were available for the first half of 2020. 
687 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 69; SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United 
States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 72 
688 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Badakhshan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 
2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
689 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Badakhshan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 
Geoprecision Code: 1 & 2; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
690 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Afghanistan ς Badakhshan, url  
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Warduj, Jorm and Kohestan districts.691 The majority of those armed clashes were attacks by the 
Taliban on Afghan security forces, including police, military or NDS personnel and members of pro-
government militias or so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ !Ǌōŀƪƛǎ όǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ!ǊōŀƪƛΩ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴ 
reference to members of the Afghan Local Police or other pro-government militias)692 or attacks on 
military or police facilities such as checkpoints693, military bases694 and sometimes attacks on 
vehicles.695  

Operations and attacks carried out by Afghan security forces against AGEs, such as the ones in the 
ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ΨhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ tŀƳƛǊ нлтΩ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ²ŀǊŘǳƧ ŀƴŘ Yamgan districts in the Summer of 
2019696 or an operation in WƻǊƳ district in April 2020697 were also registered under armed clashes by 
ACLED. Most of the security operations in Badakhshan were carried out in September 2019 and April 
2020.698 Some of these operations were backed by air strikes, for example in Warduj and Nesay 
districts in April 2020.699  

During an attack in !ǊƎƘŀƴƧƪƘǿŀƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ нф aŀǊŎƘ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǘ ƻƴ н !ǇǊƛƭ нлмфΦ700 The Taliban attacked the centre of 
WƻǊƳ district on 14 April 2019701, the centre of Shuhada district on 19 June 2019, Nesay district on 
13 October and 2 November 2019 and the centre of Warduj district on 18 September 2019.702 To put 
pressure on Taliban supply networks and finances, the security forces increased their operations in 
September and October 2019 in the north-east, with their main focus on Kunduz and Badakhshan.703 
¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ²ŀǊŘǳƧ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀƳƎŀƴΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
been under Taliban control for about four years704, while YƻǊŀƴ ǿŀ aǳƴƧŀƴ had been captured by the 
Taliban on 22 July 2019.705 On 7 September 2019, the security forces were also able to clear parts of 

 

691 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
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693 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 5-11, 11 July 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 12-18, 18 July 2019, 
url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 2020, 7 May 2020, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 2 April 
2020, url 
694 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 2 April 2020, url; Xinhua, 2 soldiers, 14 militants killed in clashes in N. 
Afghanistan, 22 May 2020, url  
695 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 10-16, 16 May 2019, url 
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697 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 2 April 2020, url 
698 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Badakhshan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 
2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
699 Afghanistan Times, Tens of rebels killed in Badakhshan, 11 April 2020, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 27 Taliban killed in 
Badakhshan airstrikes: MoD, 11 April 2020, url  
700 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: March 29-April 4, 4 April 2019, url; RFE/RL,  Taliban Takes Control of District In 
Northeast Afghanistan Following Deadly Clashes, 30 March 2019, url 
701 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: April 12-18, 18 April 2019, url  
702 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 14-20, 20 June 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: November 2019, 7 
November 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 4 October 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty 
Report: September 2019, 5 September 2019, url  
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News, Security forces retake Warduj district after 3 years, 7 September 2019, url; Tolonews, Yumgan District Under Afghan 
Forces Control After Four Years, 9 September 2019, url  
705 Khaama Press, Taliban militants capture Kuran wa Munjan district of Badakhshan province, 22 July 2019, url; Khaama 
Press, Afghan forces recapture Kiran Wa Manjan district in Badakhshan province, 11 September 2019, url; Tolonews, 
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an important road leading to Tajikistan.706 IƻǿŜǾŜǊ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ 
during their attacks in the north in March 2020. After the week of reduction in violence, which a local 
doctor said they used to prepare for their attacks707, the Taliban managed to take control again of 
Yamgan district708 and of some villages in Jorm district, inflicting casualties on Afghan security forces 
there.709 

The ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ум ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ΨŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴǎκǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ !/[95 ƛƴ 
Badakhshan province between 1 March 2019 and 30 June нлнлΣ ǿŜǊŜ ΨŀƛǊκŘǊƻƴŜ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎΩ710, 
representing 18 % of all violent incidents in Badakhshan province. Air strikes were mainly carried out 
in Warduj and Jorm districts. The majority of air strikes were carried out by Afghan forces, some were 
attributed to NATO forces.711 While those air strikes inflicted losses among AGEs712, some also caused 
civilian casualties, for example in Warduj district on 14 October 2019, when an air strike killed eight 
civilians, including children.713 Incidents where the Taliban or unidentified armed groups used roadside 
bombs and IEDs to target Afghan and international security forces or government officials714, 
represented 9 % of all violent incidents registered by ACLED in Badakhshan province between 
1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020.715 Some of these incidents caused civilian casualties, for example the 
ISKP-claimed killing of militia leader and former mayor Nazir in Fayzabad district on 
1 September 2019716 or in YƻƘŜǎǘŀƴ district on 30 May 2020, when two shepherds were killed as a 
result of a roadside bomb detonating in front of a checkpoint.717 

 

.ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴΩǎ YƛǊŀƴ ²ŀ aŀƴƧŀƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wŜǘŀƪŜƴΥ aƻ5Σ мм {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ url; UNSG, The situation in Afghanistan and its 
implications for international peace and security, A/74/582ςS/2019/935, 10 December 2019, url, p. 6 
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agreement, AAN, 8 April 2020, url 
708 UNSG, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and security, A/74/897ςS/2020/549, 17 
June 2020, url, p. 5; USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability In Afghanistan. June 2020, 1 July 2020, url, pp. 2, 18, 27 
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fighting, 28 March 2020, url 
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url 
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https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/03/28/yamgan-district-falls-taliban-after-fierce-fighting
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https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/12-taliban-including-commander-killed-badakhshan
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https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/civilians-killed-airstrike-warduj-badakhshan
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-october-2019.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/30/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-may-24-30.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-january-2020.html
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bƛƴŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ !/[95 ŀǎ ΨǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ aƻL ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ718, 
the father of a police commander719 and a civilian accused of being a government spy720 by the Taliban 
or unidentified armed men. The Taliban killed four or five members of the same family in retaliation 
of the killing of two of their commanders721 or on suspicion of being government spies.722 Civilians 
were also killed in an attack, carried out by unidentified armed men on a mosque in Argo district in 
December 2019.723 Four civilians were killed for unknown reasons in a Taliban-controlled area in 
!ǊƎƘŀƴƧƪƘǿŀƘ district in June 2020.724 The Taliban accused government forces of killing civilians during 
attacks in Warduj district in October 2019 and January 2020 and in Fayzabad district in February 
2020.725 In addition to the incidents registered by ACLED, UNAMA documented the beating and 
abduction of thirteen civilians in Warduj district on 30 May 2020. Seven were released in the following 
days while the other six were only released by 26 June 2020.726 

There were reports from the north-eastern region, including from Badakhshan province, about 
electricity and mobile phone networks being interrupted before and during the presidential election 
in September 2019.727 Due to conflict in Nesay district in January 2020 the main roads in some of the 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ŎŀǎƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
food in those villages.728 Within the framework of its attacks on health care initiative, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) registered the closure and reopening of a health facility in Badakhshan province 
in 2019.729 

2.2.3.2 Displacement  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 33 208 displaced by 
conflict from Badakhshan province, 97 % of whom were displaced within the province itself. The 
largest displacement occurred in Jorm district, mainly in August and September 2019, when conflict 
and clashes were reported in the Khustak valley.730 A large group was displaced within Warduj district 
in January 2020. Other large groups were displaced within Baharak district in August and September 
2019, when military operations were carried out.731 UNOCHA reported displacement from YƻǊŀƴ ǿŀ 
aǳƴƧŀƴ district to other districts within Badahkshan province but also to other provinces such as 
Parwan or Panjshir in July and August 2019, when the Taliban took control of the district centre732 and 
military operations followed.733 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ WǳƴŜ нлнл ¦bh/I! ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 

 

718 Khaama Press, Taliban kills two MOI officials in Jurm district of Badakhshan, 14 November 2019, url  
719 Pajhwok Afghan News, Badakhshan detective chief wounded, father killed, 3 October 2019, url  
720 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: August 2-8, 8 August 2019, url 
721 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 21-27, 27 June 2019, url 
722 Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban execute 5 civilians over cooperation with govt, 23 June 2019, url 
723 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: December 2019, 5 December 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 4 worshippers killed in 
Badakhshan gun attack, 12 December 2019, url  
724 Ariana News, Taliban gunned down four civilians in Badakhshan: official, 2 June 2020, url; Pasbanan, Four member of a 
family were killed in Badakhshan, 2 June 2020, url 
725 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Badakhshan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 
2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
726 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict. midyear Report: 1 January ς 30 June 2020, 27 July 2020, 
url, p. 14 
727 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Monthly Humanitarian Update (September 2019), 18 October 2019, url; Norway, Landinfo, 
Afghanistan: Sikkerhetssituasjon og konfliktmønster i 2019, 22 January 2020, url, p. 10; NYT, To Disrupt Elections, Taliban 
Turn to an Old Tactic: Destroying Cell Towers, 2 October 2019, url 
728 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (6 January - 12 January 2019), 15 January 2020, url  
729 WHO, Afghanistan. Attacks on Health Care in 2019 as of December 31, 2019, 31 December 2019 url 
730 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (16 - 22 September 2019), 25 September 2019, url; UNOCHA, 
Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (23 - 29 September 2019), 2 October 2019, url  
731 Tolonews, Large-Scale Military Operations Launched In Badakhshan, 29 August 2019, url 
732 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (29 July - 04 August 2019), 7 August 2019, url; UNOCHA, 
Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (5 - 11 August 2019), 14 August 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban 
ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴΩǎ YŀǊŀƴ ǿŀ aŜƴƧŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ, 22 July 2019, url 
733 Tolonews, Large-Scale Military Operations Launched In Badakhshan, 29 August 2019, url 
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displacemeƴǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΩ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ-eastern provinces, including Badakhshan.734 No 
conflict-ƛƴŘǳŎŜŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ .ŀŘŀƪƘǎƘŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
Fayzabad.735 

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 32 277 persons 
displaced by conflict to Badakhshan province, all displaced within the province. While in Warduj and 
Jorm, displacement occurred within the respective districts, Fayzabad hosted 22 % and Baharak 19 % 
IDPs from various districts within Badakhshan province.736 

 

2.3 Badghis 

2.3.1 General description of the province  

   

Map 3: Afghanistan ς Badghis province, source: UNOCHA737     

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ738Σ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
¢ǳǊƪƳŜƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ739 .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǳƴƛǘǎΥ !ō YŀƳŀǊƛΣ 
aǳǊƎƘŀō ό.ŀƭŀ aǳǊƎƘŀōύΣ DƘƻǊƳŀŎƘΣ WŀǿŀƴŘΣ aǳǉǳǊΣ vŀŘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ vŀƭŀπƛ bŀǿΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛǎ 

 

734 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (22 June ς 28 June 2020), 1 July 2020, url 
735 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url  
736 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url  
737 UNOCHA, Afghanistan ς Badghis Province- District Atlas, April 2014, url 
738 Khaama Press, 29 Taliban militants killed, wounded in separate incidents in Badghis province, 14 April 2020, url 
739 RFERL, Officials: 25 elite commandos killed in clashes with Taliban, 17 July 2019, url 
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https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Badghis.pdf
https://www.khaama.com/29-taliban-militants-killed-wounded-in-separate-incidents-in-badghis-province-04659/
https://www.rferl.org/a/official-25-elite-afghan-commandos-killed-in-clashes-with-taliban/30060461.html
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vŀƭŀπƛ bŀǿΦ740 ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ DƘƻǊƳŀŎƘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ CŀǊȅŀō ƛƴ нлмтΦ741 Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмуΣ 
ǘƘŜ tŜǎƘŀǿŀǊπōŀǎŜŘ Řŀƛƭȅ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ CǊƻƴǘƛŜǊ tƻǎǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƘƻǊƳŀŎƘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ742 ¢ƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘΦ !!b ŎƛǘŜŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
DƘƻǊƳŀŎƘ ǘƻ CŀǊȅŀō ΨǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅΩ ƛƴ нллтΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƻŦ CŀǊȅŀō ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ DƘƻǊƳŀŎƘ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ CŀǊȅŀō ƛƴ нлмлΦ743 NSIA ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ нлнлπнм ŀǘ 
549 583Φ744 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ōȅ 
¢ŀƧƛƪǎΣ tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎΣ ¦ȊōŜƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳǊƪƳŜƴǎΦ745    

The roads of Badghis have been reported to be in bad condition and mostly unsafe because of 
insurgent and criminal activity.746 In January 2020, Wolesi Jirga (Lower House of the Afghan 
Parliament), approved two presidential decrees on obtaining USD 100 million loan for the construction 
of two roads: Kabul ring road, which will cost USD 70 million and the Armak-Qala-i Naw road in Badghis 
that will cost USD 30 million.747 ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ Drought748 and natural disasters made people in 
Badghis province vulnerable to recruitment by insurgents and militants due to the famine.749 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦bh5/ hǇƛǳƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ ƛƴ нлмуΣ ƻǇƛǳƳ ǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ 
ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмтΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘ750Σ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
¦bh5/ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ DƘƻǊƳŀŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ CŀǊȅŀō ƛƴ 
нлмуΦ751 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ƛƴ нлмфΣ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
.ŀŘƎƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ но ҈ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмуΦ752 hƴ но WǳƴŜ нлмфΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǎŜƛȊŜŘ ŀ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘǊǳŎƪ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊǳƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IŜǊŀǘπ¢ƻǊƎƘƻƴŘƛ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀƭŀ aǳǊƎƘŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ753   

2.3.2 Conflict background and actors in Badghis 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ōȅ !!bΣ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ мффсΦ754 !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
ǿŀǊƭƻǊŘǎ ǊǳƭŜŘ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ !ōŘǳƭ aŀƭƛƪΣ wŀǎƘƛŘ 5ƻǎǘǳƳΣ WǳƳŀ YƘŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ LǎƳŀƛƭ YƘŀƴΦ755 !ƴ 
9¦πŦǳƴŘŜŘ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ aŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ό9waύ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлму 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊǎŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ƛƴ нлму ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
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ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ WŀǿŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ vŀŘƛǎΦ756 {ƛƴŎŜ нлмпΣ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
ƘƻǘōŜŘ ƻŦ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΣ La¦ ŀƴŘ !b5{CΦ757 {ƛƴŎŜ нлмсΣ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƭƻȅŀƭ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΦ758 
Lƴ Wǳƭȅ нлмфΣ YƘŀŀƳŀ tǊŜǎǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǾƻƭŀǘƛƭŜΩ ƴƻǊǘƘπ
ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ759  

In October 2019, UNAMA, indicated that the four western provinces of Afghanistan including Badghis, 
in the recent years have experienced a growing number of insurgent activities.760 According to 
Etilaatroz, since March 2019, Taliban fighters continued their attacks on Bala Murghab district and 
extended their presence into Jawand, Ab Kamari, Muqur and Qadis districts, where intense clashes 
continued between the group and Afghan forces. The source quoted Ziaulhaq Ferozkohi, political 
activist in Badghis province, stating that [informal translation] the Ψ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ 
Badghis province including and entirely Bala Murghab District and its capital. Residents left the district, 
and only military outposts remained. The government control only the capitals of Qadis, Ab Kamari 
and Muqur Districts.Ω !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ ŀ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ-charge for Badghis, who did not want to 
ōŜ ƴŀƳŜŘΣ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ώƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴϐ Ψ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ рлл !CD όŀǊƻund 5 Euros) 
ǇŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǇŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǎǘŀŎƘƛƻ ŦŀǊƳǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ 
{ƘŀǊƛŦǳƭƭŀƘ /ƘŀƳǘƻƻΣ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ώƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴϐ Ψŀƭƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ 
province are under the government control.Ω761 While according to information contained in a LWJ 
mapΣ DƘƻǊƳŀŎƘΣ aǳǉǳǊ ŀƴŘ .ŀƭŀ aǳǊƎƘŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ !ō YŀƳŀǊƛΣ vŀƭŀπƛ bŀǿΣ vŀŘƛǎ ŀƴŘ WŀǿŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΦ762   

In December 2019, Taliban issued a statement claiming that they have taken the control of Bala 
Murghab district capital763 and in March 2020, a local news quoted Najmulddin Burhani the spokesman 
for Badghis Governor stating that Rubat area of Qadis district was under the Taliban control.764  On 
4 May 2020, Taliban reported that several of Mujahidin (Taliban fighters) were graduated from Saad 
Ben Abi Weqaas military training camp in Badghis province. They claim that these fighters got trained 
on military warfare in using light and heavy weapons including laser weapons. The group posted 
several photos of the alleged fighters during the training.765   

¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǳōƭƛŎ tƻƭƛŎȅ όLttύ wŜǾƛŜǿ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмфΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ YƘƻǊŀǎŀƴ 
Ƙŀǎ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎΦ766  

Regarding the presence of ANDSF in Badghis province, the 3rd Regiment of Zafar 207th Corps of ANA 
(which is responsible for the western provinces of Afghanistan), is based in Badghis.767 As part of the 
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RS (Resolute Supportύ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ψfunctionality-ōŀǎŜŘΩ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ !b! 
207th Corps and ANP in the west of Afghanistan including Badghis.768 

2.3.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population  

2.3.3.1 General 

In 2019, UNAMA documented 161 civilian casualties, including 77 killed and 84 injured in Badghis 
province, which represents 104 % increase compared to 2018. The leading causes of casualties were 
ground engagements, air strikes and non-suicide IEDs.769 According to SIGAR, RS recorded between 26 
and 50 civilian casualties in Badghis province during the first quarter of 2020770, and the mentioned 
source recorded between 0 and 25 civilian casualties during the second quarter of 2020.771 

According to ACLED data, between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020 there were 388 security incidents 
recorded in Badghis province, of which 241 were coded as battles, 133 remote violence and 14 
incidents of violence against civilians. 

 

Figure 5. Badghis - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from 

1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data772 

According to Etilaatroz, since August 2019, Badghis province continued to be besieged where all 
supplying roads were shut down due to the continued armed clashes between the Taliban fighters and 
the Afghan security forces.773 UNOCHA indicated in December 2019 that since one year AGEs blocked 
main roads to Jawand district, which interrupted the transportation of essential needs to civilians living 
in the area.774 In November 2019, another source reported that all roads to Jawand district have been 
mined by the Taliban, which resulted in severe food and supply shortages in the area.775 In January 
2020, a local news reported on the presence of the ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ƛƴ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ province from which 
the Afghan government forces rescued 55 ANA soldiers, four commandos, one police and two border 
police personnel.776 In April 2020, NYT reported on the presence of a Taliban checkpoint established in 
the village of Laman in Qala-i Naw City, the provincial capital, where the group shot and killed one 
ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ777 During the same period, Taliban 
militants blocked the highway of Qadis-Qala-i Naw to carry out an attack against the Afghan forces.778 
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769 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94 
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772 Filters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus; Afghanistan; Badghis; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; 
Violence against Civilians; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020, url  
773 Etilaatroz, имϽ͵ етϜ еуͺзЂ ϤϝУЯϦ ϝϦ дϝϡЮϝА ϤϝͭϽϳϦ ЅтϜϿТϜ ϾϜ ̫ϼнЇͭ ϞϽО ͼϧузвϜ ИϝЎмϜ ͼЂϼϽϠ [informal 

ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ ΨǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΤ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ Ƴƻbility to heavy losses of the 
ƎǊƻǳǇΩΣ], 30 August 2019, url 
774 UNOCHA, Afghanistan weekly humanitarian updated 25 November to 1 December 2019, 4 December 2019, url 
775 Tolonews, Badghis: District with mined roads faces food shortage crisis, 14 November 2019, url 
776 Salaam Times, Rescued Afghan soldiers speak of appalling torture, brutality in Taliban prison, 31 January 2020, url 
777 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 30 April 2020, url 
778 Afghanistan Times, At least 12 Taliban rebels killed in Badghis, 13 April 2020, url 

https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
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On 20 May 2020, Salaam Times report that the Taliban blocked roads to the districts of Badghis and 
prevented local people, government and health workers to enter Bala Murghab, Jawand and Qadis 
districts. The source also indicated that Taliban in Badghis province restarted to impose restrictions on 
private telecommunication companies, telecom which is used by 70 % of Badghis population to 
maintain the system only between 6 a.m. and 5 p.m. in Badghis province and shut it down during the 
night.779 

Recent incidents that caused civilian casualties in Badghis province in 2019 and 2020 include: three 
civilians killed, (including one woman) and three others injured (including two women and a girl) during 
ground engagement between the Taliban and ANA in Ab Kamari district on 17 July 2019780; three 
civilians killed on 19 July 2019 by an air strike hitting a house in the Du Juee area of Bala Murghab 
district781; on 23 July 2019, a high school teacher was killed, and two other civilians wounded after a 
rocket fired from an Afghan helicopter struck their shop in the Joy-e Ganj area of Bala Murghab 
district782; on 20 July нлмфΣ ŀƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ŀƛǊ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ ŀƛǊ ǎǘǊƛƪŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙƛǘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ 
civilians, all members of a single family, in the Akazi area of Bala Murghab district, which was 
reportedly controlled by the Taliban783; on 27 July 2019 an air strike reportedly killed four civilians 
including a tribal leader, following their meeting with the Taliban officials in Regi village of Jawand 
district784; on 30 October 2019, a civilian driver was killed by the Taliban attack on a convoy of local 
officials in the village of Qarchaghay in Qala-i Naw district785; on 7 November 2019, six civilians were 
killed including three women and three children when the house of a Taliban commander was bombed 
by an air strike in the village of Maidah Qol in Aa Kamari district786; on 3 January 2020, one child was 
killed in a roadside bomb explosion when he was looking for his sheep in the village of Na-Khod-
Amodah in Qadis district787; on 25 April 2020, a woman was killed, and a child was wounded after a 
Taliban alleged mortar hit their house in the village of Kamengi Oliya in Qadis district788; on 
25 May 2020, three children were killed after a bomb planted by the Taliban exploded in Chashma-
Dozdak village of Muqur district789; on 1 May 2020, the Taliban destroyed, in an explosion, a school in 
Qadis district that was recently constructed.790   

2.3.3.2 Displacement 

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 29 359 persons 
displaced from Badghis province, ǿƛǘƘ уп ҈ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ όƳŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ .ŀƭŀ 
aǳǊƎƘŀō ŀƴŘ vŀƭŀπƛ bŀǿ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎύΣ мп ҈ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ IŜǊŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ н ҈ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ CŀǊȅŀō ŀƴŘ DƘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΦ791  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 24 593 persons 
displaced to Badghis province, with almost 99 % coming from within the province itself.792 

Between 6 ς 12 January 2020, the conflict reportedly continued between ANSF and AGEs in Badghis and an estimated 

number of 17 оор ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ L5tǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ΨƘŀǊŘ-to-ǊŜŀŎƘΩ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ793  According to 

 

779 Salaam Times, ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ōƭƻŎƪŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ нл aŀȅ нлнлΣ url 
780 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 72  
781 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 19-25, 25 July 2019, url 
782 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 19-25, 25 July 2019, url 
783 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 19-25, 25 July 2019, url 
784 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 25-1 Aug. 1, 1 August 2019, url 
785 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
786 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: November 2019, 2 December 2019, url 
787 NYT, Afghan Casualty Report: January 2020, (sic) 2 January 2020, url 
788 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report, April 2020, 30 April 2020, url 
789 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report, May 2020, 28 May 2020, url 
790 Salaam Times, Enemies of education: Taliban blow up newly constructed school in Badghis, 13 May 2020, url 
791 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 
792 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 
793 UNOCHA, Afghanistan, Weekly humanitarian update, 6  - 12 January 2020, url 
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UNOCHA, during the period between 28 April and 4 May 2020, security situation in Badghis remained unstable and the 
ongoing conflict displaced 400 families (around 2 800 individuals) in Badghis and Ghor provinces. During the same period, in 

Badghis province, 294 people affected by flash flood received humanitarian assistance.794  

 

2.4 Baghlan 

2.4.1 General description of the province  

 

Map 4: Afghanistan ς Baghlan province, source: UNOCHA795     

Baghlan province is located in the north-eastern part of Afghanistan and has borders with Bamyan, 
Samangan, Kunduz, Taljar, Panjshir, tŀǊǿŀƴ796 ŀƴŘ .ŀƭƪƘΦ797 Baghlan province is divided into the 
following administrative units: !ƴŘŀǊŀōΣ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴπŜπWŀŘƛŘ όŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴπŜ aŀǊƪŀȊƛύΣ .ǳǊƪŀΣ 
5ŀƘŀƴŀπŜ DƘǳǊƛΣ 5ŜƘ {ŀƭŀƘΣ 5ƻǎƘƛΣ CŜǊŜƴƎ ǿŀ DƘŀǊǳΣ DǳȊŀǊƎŀƘπŜ bǳǊΣ YƘŜƴƧŀƴΣ YƘƻǎǘ ǿŀ CŜǊŜƴƎΣ 
YƘǿŀƧŀƘŜƧǊŀƴ όWŀƭƎŀύΣ bŀƘǊƛƴΣ tǳƭπŜ IŜǎŀǊΣ tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭŀ ǿŀ .ŀǊŦŀƪΦ The provincial capital is 
tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛΦ798  

According to estimates for 2020-2021 by NSIA the province has a population of 1 014 634, 242 859 of 
whom live in the provincial capital, Pul-e Khumri.799 The main ethnic groups in the province are Tajiks, 
Pashtuns and Hazaras. Other ethnic groups present include Uzbeks and Tatars.800  

.ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ YŀōǳƭπbƻǊǘƘ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
ǘǊŀƴǎπIƛƴŘǳƪǳǎƘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǊƻǳǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Yŀōǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ 
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798 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential Elections ς Final results by Polling Stations: Province Baghlan, 2020, url; 
NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2020-21, 1 June 2020, url, p. 18 
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ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭŀƴƎ ǇŀǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŦƻǊƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛΣ 
ƴƻǊǘƘπǿŜǎǘ ǘƻ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ƴƻǊǘƘπŜŀǎǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ YǳƴŘǳȊΦ801 !ǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
.ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŀǊǿŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƻǾŜǊŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƻƭŀǘŜ {ŀƭŀƴƎ 
¢ǳƴƴŜƭΦ802 .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ YŀōǳƭπbƻǊǘƘ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ōȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
нлнн Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ǎƻπŎŀƭƭŜŘ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ǘƻ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ό.н.ύ ǊƻŀŘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪΦ803 
.ŀƎƘƭŀƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƘǳōΦ804 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ǘƘŜ YŀōǳƭπbƻǊǘƘ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛǎ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ŀǎ 
!D9ǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƳƳǳƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ōȅ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘΣ 
ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ ƻƴ п 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ805 !!b ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŜ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ YǳƴŘǳȊ /ƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƛƴ нлмр ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ YǳƴŘǳȊπōƻǳƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǾƻȅǎ ƛƴ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ Řŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘ ōƭƻŎƪǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƳōǳǎƘŜǎΦ806 In a conversation with Landinfo in October 2019, an international source described 
the stretch on Highway One between Kabul and tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ as sufficiently safe, including for 
international travellers. On the road further north, however, several incidents and road closures and 
obstructions as a result of clashes and non-ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǊƳŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΦ807 
!D9ǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŘǊŀǿ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄǘƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǳŜƭ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴΦ808 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ YŀōǳƭΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΣ ŀǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƭƛƴŜǎ 
ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ŀƧƛƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ ¦ȊōŜƪƛǎǘŀƴ Ǌǳƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ Power lines and towers at times 
suffered damage by Taliban attacks or clashes between the Taliban and government forces in the 
reporting period.809  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘŜǊǎ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ YŀōǳƭπbƻǊǘƘ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмф ŀƴŘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлмф 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ810 hƴŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ 
ǿŀǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛȄ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ811 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлму ¦bh5/ hǇƛǳƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳ ǇƻǇǇȅπ
ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ812 hǇƛǳƳ ǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƛƴ нлму ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмтΦ813 
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2.4.2 Conflict background and actors in Baghlan  

¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴπ.ŀƭƪƘ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ 
ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ нлмрΦ814 In October 2019, !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ !ƴŀƭȅǎǘ hōŀƛŘ !ƭƛ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ hƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƭƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ YǳƴŘǳȊΦ815 
IŀǾƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴπ.ŀƭƪƘ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ !b{C ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
IƛƎƘǿŀȅ hƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ816Σ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ tǳƭπŜ 
YƘǳƳǊƛ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ817 Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ !b{C ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ǿŜǊŜ ΨƛƴŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƛŀƭΨ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǳƴǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 
ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƘŜǊŜƴǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ818  

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǿƻǊǎŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ нлмс ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƪŜȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛΦ819 Lƴ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ 
!ŦƎƘŀƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ όaƻ5ύ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ820Σ ŀƴŘ ōȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлму ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ όaƻLύ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ 
ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ821  

According to an Afghanistan analyst contacted by the Swedish Migration Agency (Migrationsverket) in 
January 2020, Kunduz and Baghlan were considered to be the most Taliban-controlled or influenced 
provinces in the north-eastern region.822 A similar assessment was made by Afghanistan analyst Obaid 
Ali in October 2019.823 Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ƴƻ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ Dahana-e Ghuri 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ824Σ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ October 2019, after three years under 
Taliban control, government forces re-captured that district.825 As of 2 July 2020 an ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻƴƎ ²ŀǊ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ presented in a frequently updated map and based on open-source information, 
indicated .ǳǊƪŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭŀ ǿŀ .ŀǊŦŀƪ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀǎ Ψ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ-controlledΩΣ !ƴŘŀǊŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǎ ΨƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ-
controlledΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ΨŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΩΦ826  
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.ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƻπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ŜΦƎΦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳǊƪƘ Yƻǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ƴƻǊǘƘπǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛΦ827 

Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƻƴ tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ŀǊƳŜŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ōȅ !!bΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƭŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ōȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳƛŀǘπŜ LǎƭŀƳƛΦ828 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ !!b ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ Wǳƭȅ нлмсΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ¦ȊōŜƪǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
WǳƴŘǳƭƭŀƘ ƛƴ нллф ōȅ ǎǇƭƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ La¦Φ829 ²ƘƛƭŜ WǳƴŘǳƭƭŀƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ƛǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘΣ L{πŀƭƭƛŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƳƻƛƭ 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ YǳƴŘǳȊ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмрΦ ¦ƴǎȅƳǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ L{πƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ WǳƴŘǳƭƭŀƘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ōȅ нлмсΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŀǎ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ 
нлмсΣ ΨώΦΦΦϐ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ƻŦ 5ŀŜǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘπŜŀǎǘ ς ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WǳƴŘǳƭƭŀƘ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ L{ ς ƛǎ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ 
ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘΣ ƴƻǊ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜΦΩ830 ! 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлму ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦{ /ƻǳƴǘŜǊπ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ό/¢/ύ ƻƴ 
L{πƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ L{Yt ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƛƴ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нлмп ŀƴŘ нлмуΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǘƻƻƪ 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ нлмт ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ƻŦ ƴƛƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΦ831 ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦƻǊ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
CǊŜŜŘƻƳ {ŜƴǘƛƴŜƭ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ  ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ƛƴ нлмф832Σ ŀƴŘ 
ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƪŜȅ L{Yt ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлмф833Σ ƴƻ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ L{Yt ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ !/[95 ƛƴ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
м aŀǊŎƘ нлмф ŀƴŘ ол WǳƴŜ нлнлΦ834  

In terms of the presence of government security forces, Baghlan province is under the responsibility 
of the нмтǘƘ !b! ŎƻǊǇǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ !b!Ωǎ нлǘƘ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !b! нлфǘƘ /ƻǊǇǎΣ ǿŀǎ 
reassigned in April 2019 to become a new corps, the 217th Corps.835 The 217th Corps has its 
headquarters in Kunduz.836 As of 30 April 2020 .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ !ŘǾƛǎŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ς bƻǊǘƘ ό¢!!/ ς bƻǊǘƘύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ 
ƻŦ b!¢hϥǎ wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ ¢!!/πbƻǊǘƘ ƛǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ 
ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦΣ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ837 

2.4.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population  

2.4.3.1 General  

In 2019, UNAMA documented 349 civilian casualties (123 deaths and 226 injured) in Baghlan. This 
represents an increase of 34 % compared to 2018. Leading causes of casualties were ground 
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engagements followed by targeted/deliberate killings and non-suicide IEDs.838 Resolute Support 
recorded between 26 and 75 civilian casualties in Baghlan in the first half of 2020, reporting a decrease 
in civilian casualties in the second quarter of 2020, compared to the first.839 

ACLED collected data on 444 violent events in Baghlan province between 1 March 2019 and 
30 June 2020 from reports in open sources, 304 ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻŘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩΣ мму ŀǎ 
ΨŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴǎκǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ нн ŀǎ ΨǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩΦ840 With 188 reported incidents, Pul-
e Khumri stood out as the district where most violent events were reported, followed by Baghlan-e 
Jadid with 93 incidents. No violent events were registered by ACLED in Fereng Wa Gharu and YƘƻǎǘ ǿŀ 
CŜǊŜƴƎ districts.841  

 

Figure 6. Baghlan - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from 
1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data842 

ACLED coded around 68 ҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ΨŀǊƳed 
ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴΩǎ 
districts.843 The majority of those armed clashes were attacks by the Taliban on Afghan security forces, 
including police, military or NDS personnel and members of pro-government militias or so-called 
!Ǌōŀƪƛǎ όǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ!ǊōŀƪƛΩ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Afghan Local Police or other pro-government militias)844, or attacks on military or police facilities such 

 

838 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94. No 
UNAMA data on civilian casualties in Baghlan province were available for the first half of 2020. 
839 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 69; SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United 
States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 72 
840 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020), url 
841 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Badakhshan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 
Geoprecision Code: 1 & 2; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
842 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Afghanistan ς Baghlan, url  
843 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020), url 
844 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February 2020, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 
4 October 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 5-11, 11 July 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 
28-july 4, 4 July 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 10-16, 16 May 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Deputy 
intelligence chief for Baghlan gunned down, 12 May 2019, url  
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as checkpoints845, bases846 and headquarters847 and on convoys.848 These incidents at times resulted in 
civilian casualties, as for example on 5 May 2019 when in addition to dozens of casualties among police 
forces, more than ten civilians were injured in a coordinated attack claimed by the Taliban on police 
headquarters in tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ City.849 Responding to a Taliban attack in Chashma-e Sher area of Pul-e 
Khumri City, an Afghan air force helicopter hit a house in April 2020. As a result, two children were 
killed and six civilians were wounded.850 

Operations and attacks carried out by Afghan security forces against AGEs were also registered under 
armed clashes by ACLED. ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΩǎ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ YƘŀƭƛŘ ƻƴ 
н !ǇǊƛƭ нлмфΣ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘπŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴΦ851 Most operations were carried out in May 2019 and from September to November 
2019.852 Some ANDSF operations lead to the recapturing of villages in certain districts of Baghlan, 
including .ŀƎƘƭŀƴπŜ WŀŘƛŘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлмфΣ Burka in December 2019, the Kelagai area of 5ƻǎƘƛ district in 
October 2019 or the Dand-e Shahabuddin area of tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ district in October 2019.853 Some 
operations were backed by air strikes, as for example in .ŀƎƘƭŀƴπŜ WŀŘƛŘ district in early June 2019854 
or in Dahana-e Ghuri district at the end of July 2019.855  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 
Yŀȅŀƴ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ƛƴ 5ƻǎƘƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ нлмфΦ856 Taliban and other sources also reported on the Taliban 
attacking the district headquarters in Burka district on 3 May 2019857, the centre of DǳȊŀǊƎŀƘπŜ bǳǊ 
district in July 2019858, or attacking villages and areas in Nahrin and Baghlan-e Jadid districts in 
September 2019.859 ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ took control over DǳȊŀǊƎŀƘπŜ bǳǊ district in Baghlan 
province in September 2019 for a few months until government forces recaptured ǘƘŜ district in 
January 2020.860 

 

845 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February 2020, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: December 
2019, 5 December 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Aug. 16-22, 22 August 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty 
Report: June 21-27, 27 June 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 28-july 4, 4 July 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War 
Casualty Report: January 2020, 2 January 2020, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: March 2020, 5 March 2020, url 
846 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 25-Aug. 1, 1 August 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 5-11, 11 July 
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More than half of the 118 reported incidents of explosions/remote violence, registered by ACLED in 
Baghlan between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020, were incidents where the Taliban or unidentified 
armed groups used roadside bombs or IEDs, including pressure-plate IEDs861 or magnetic bombs862 to 
target security forces.863 These incidents represented 14 % of all violent incidents in Baghlan province 
and at times resulted in civilian casualties, for example on 14 May 2019 when explosives attached to 
vehicles went off in tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ864Σ on 4 June 2019 when people leaving a mosque after Eid prayers 
in Nahrin district were hit by a bomb explosion865 or on 4 November 2019, when a road mine blast hit 
a family in Dand-e Shahabuddin area of tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ City.866 

Over one third of the reported incidents of explosions/remote violence and representing 10 % of all 
violent incidents registered by ACLED in Baghlan province between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020 
were air/drone strikes.867 Air strikes were mainly carried out in tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ, .ŀƎƘƭŀƴπŜ WŀŘƛŘ and 
5ŀƘŀƴŀπŜ DƘǳǊƛ districts and  most were carried out by Afghan forces, while some were attributed to 
US forces.868 While those air strikes inflicted losses among AGEs, some also caused civilian casualties, 
as happened in tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ in July 2019 and April 2020.869  

ACLED coded a few incidents of shelling in Baghlan province between 1 March 2019 and 
30 June 2020.870 Some of those attributed to ANDSF caused civilian casualties as happened in Nahrin 
district on 23 September 2019 when a group of children were killed when an unexploded rocket shell 
went off while they were playing871 or in tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ on 9 March 2020 when a mortar shell fired from 
a military base hit a civilian home, killing one person and wounding four others.872  

Twenty two incidents categorised by ACLED as violence against civilians represented 5 % of all violent 
events in Baghlan province between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020.873 These included the kidnapping 
and/or killing by armed groups, including the Taliban, of an off-duty soldier in .ŀƎƘƭŀƴπŜ WŀŘƛŘ in June 
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2019874, of government representatives and employees near tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ in August 2019875, of 
civilians in Nahrin district in September 2019876, of education personnel in Nahrin district in May 2019 
and in .ŀƎƘƭŀƴπŜ WŀŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǎƘƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ in November 2019877 and the killing of a truck driver in 5ƻǎƘƛ 
district in February 2020.878 Unknown armed men killed five members of one family in Deh Salah 
district on 16 April 2020.879 An imam succumbed to his injuries after being beaten for performing the 
funeral of a local police officer in Dahana-i Ghuri district in June 2020.880 Taliban sources reported 
incidents of Afghan security forces killing civilians in targeted attacks or during operations.881 In 
addition to the incidents registered by ACLED, UNAMA documented the killing of the brother of a 
Taliban fighter by the ALP in tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ district on 25 November 2019 as an act of revenge for the 
killing of one of their commanders. Two other civilians were wounded in the incident.882 

There were reports from the north-eastern region, including from Baghlan province, of electricity and 
mobile phone networks being interrupted before and during the presidential election in September 
2019.883 Baghlan was, after Kunduz, the province with the second-lowest turnout numbers for the 
presidential election of 28 September 2019 in Afghanistan. This was, as in Kunduz, attributed to bad 
security. The main roads connecting Baghlan to Kabul, Mazar-e Sharif and Kunduz were blocked by the 
Taliban. Direct attacks on polling centres and rocket shelling were reported from tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ and 
Doshi districts.884 

In April 2019 the Baghlan police chief announced the establishment of new checkpoints to improve 
security along the Baghlan-Balkh Highway.885 The Taliban however carried out attacks on checkpoints 
on the Baghlan-Samangan Highway in March and May 2019 and in January 2020886 and on the Kunduz-
Baghlan Highway in July 2019, January and February 2020.887 hƛƭ ǘŀƴƪŜǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ 
ǇŜǘǊƻƭŜǳƳ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмф ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ƛƴ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴΣ 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 5ŀƴŘπŜ DƘƻǊƛ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ ŀƴŘ YŜƭŀƎƛ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ 5ƻǎƘƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ888 !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ ƻƛƭ ǘŀƴƪŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлмфΦ889   
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https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/05/12/taliban-attack-leaves-2-oil-tankers-torched-baghlan


EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGHANISTAN - SECURITY SITUATION τ  87  

 

{ƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ƛƴ tǳƭ-e Khumri on 4 April 2019. The 
doctor was killed and several patients were injured.890 According to further investigation by UNAMA, 
the doctor had received dead threats from the Taliban.891 UNAMA also documented the forced closure 
of 11 clinics in different districts of Baghlan province on 12 May 2019. All were reopened within the 
next week.892  

In its report covering 2019 UNAMA noted that in certain parts of Afghanistan, including Baghlan, 
several private telecommunications companies, with the exception of Salaam Telecommunications, 
shut down their services in the evening following up on orders issued by the Taliban in order to prevent 
being tracked down or targeted during operations.893  

²ƘƛƭŜ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŀǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴΩǎ 
districts, Pul-e Khumri showed a somewhat different conflict pattern with nearly one out of four 
incidents involving the use of IEDs.894 The police headquarters in tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ City were the target of 
a coordinated attack, involving a suicide bombing, on 5 May 2019.895 On 2 February 2020, a suicide 
bomber detonated his explosives before he had reached his target, an engagement ceremony, in tǳƭπ
Ŝ YƘǳƳǊƛ.896 Such attacks, which have been carried out in other larger cities in Afghanistan as well897, 
were not reported from other districts in Baghlan province.898    

In late August, early Septemer 2019, the Taliban attacked and penetrated three provincial centres in 
ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ YǳƴŘǳȊΣ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ tǳƭ-e Khumri and then Farah.899 After having 
been driven out of Kunduz following their attack on the city, several Taliban fighters reportedly moved 
to Baghlan province where they launched an offensive on the provincial capital on 
1 September 2019.900 They were able to enter deep into the city and hold out for several days. This 
was the first such attack for Pul-e Khumri.901 During the attack, the Taliban forcibly entered residential 
homes.902 According to the head of the provincial council in Baghlan, heavy fighting caused people to 
panic and to try to flee.903 The attackers were pushed back, but clashes continued on the outskirts of 

 

890 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: March 29-April 4, 4 April 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Physician killed, 20 civilians 
injured in Baghlan blast, 4 April 2019, url  
891 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 45 
892 UNAMA, Afghanistan The Protection Of Civilians In Armed Midyear Update Conflict: 1 January To 30 June 2019, 30 July 
2019, url, p. 5 
893 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, pp. 109-110; 
See also: Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban continue telecom services shutdown in Baghlan, 14 August 2019, url  
894 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; Geoprecision 
code: 1 & 2; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
895 Pajhwok Afghan News, Baghlan attack ends as all 8 attackers eliminated, 5 May 2019, url; Khaama Press, Attack on 
Baghlan Police HQ claims the lives of 13 people, wounding 55 others, 5 May 2019, url; Tolonews, Death Toll Rises To 20 In 
Baghlan Police HQ Attack, 6 May 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 75 people suffer casualties in Sunday attack: Baghlan 
governor, 6 May 2019, url  
896 Pajhwok Afghan News, Bomber killed, 2 civilians injured in Baghlan, 2 February 2020, url   
897 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 39; EASO 
analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus; 
Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 
2020), url 
898 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; Geoprecision 
code: 1 & 2; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
899 Ali, O., Ruttig T., Taleban attacks on Kunduz and Pul-e Khumri: Symbolic operations, AAN, 11 September 2019, url 
900 NYT, Taliban Attack Second Afghan City in 2 Days as Peace Deal Nears, 1 September 2019, url; Al Jazeera, Amid heavy 
fighting in north, US envoy meets Afghan president, 2 September 2019, url 
901 !ƭƛΣ hΦΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ нлмф 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όннύΥ DƭŀƴŎes at Kunduz, Baghlan, Samangan, AAN, 30 October 2019, url 
902 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 51; NYT, 
War Casualty Report: September 2019, 5 September 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 6 killed, 33 injured in Baghlan 
clashes, 1 September 2019, url  
903 NYT, Taliban Attack Second Afghan City in Two Days as an Agreement for Peace Nears, 1 September 2019, url 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/04/04/physician-killed-20-civilians-injured-baghlan-blast
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_poc_midyear_update_2019_-_30_july_2019_english.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/08/14/taliban-continue-telecom-services-shutdown-baghlan
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/05/05/baghlan-attack-ends-all-8-attackers-eliminated
https://www.khaama.com/coordinated-attack-reported-on-police-headquarters-in-baghlan-province-03894/
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/death-toll-rises-20-baghlan-police-hq-attack
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https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/02/02/bomber-killed-2-civilians-injured-baghlan
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/taleban-attacks-on-kunduz-and-pul-e-khumri-symbolic-operations/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/01/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-peace-talks.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/09/heavy-fighting-north-envoy-meets-afghan-president-190902055743475.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-22-glances-at-kunduz-baghlan-samangan/
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/09/01/6-killed-33-injured-baghlan-clashes
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/01/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-peace-talks.html
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the city in the following days.904 According to a diplomatic source interviewed by the Norwegian 
Country of Origin Information centre, Landinfo, in October 2019, the fall of provincial capitals Kunduz, 
Pul-e Khumri and Taloqan (Takhar) was prevented due to air strikes.905 Civilian casualties and 
displacement were reported.906 While operations where carried out for reopening the Kabul-North 
and the Pul-e Khumri-Mazar Highways907, exit routes from the city remained contested and movement 
obstructed during more than a week following the attack.908 Checkpoints established by the Taliban in 
Baghlan-e Jadid district were obstructing traffic to the north, although civilians were reportedly 
allowed to pass.909 Telecommunications and road movements were intermittently disrupted.910 Local 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƻ !!b Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƳǇŀcted by the events, with schools and shops 
closed, electricity and water cut off and a sharp increase in food prices.911   

In October 2019, shopkeepers complained about insecurity due to Taliban presence and daily firing in 
the city impacting their businesses in tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ.912 

Taliban presence lead to regular attacks, fighting and security operations during the reporting period 
in some areas of tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ, such as Dand-e Ghori (not to confuse with Dahana-e Ghuri district, also 
in Baghlan province) in April, July, October and December 2019913, Chashma-e Sher in July 2019914 or 
Dand-e Shahabuddin in October 2019.915 A large-scale operation reportedly resulted in the 
displacement of thousands of families from Dand-e Ghori and Dand-e Shahabuddin areas in October 
2019.916 

2.4.3.2 Displacement  

UNOCHA regularly reported how continued clashes between AGEs and the ANDSF in Baghlan caused 
displacement in the reporting period.917 

 

904 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Update on the situation in Kunduz city and Pul-e-Khumri Flash Update No.3, 3 September 2019, 
url; Tolonews, Highways Remain Closed As Clashes Continue In Baghlan, 2 September 2019, url; Ali, O., Ruttig, T., Taleban 
attacks on Kunduz and Pul-e Khumri: Symbolic operations, AAN, 11 September 2019, url 
905 Norway, Landinfo, Afghanistan: Sikkerhetssituasjon og konfliktmønster i 2019, 22 January 2020, url, pp. 27-28 
906 Pajhwok Afghan News, Civilians, military personnel among 63 killed in Baghlan clashes, 2 September 2019, url;  
UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (26 August ς 1 September 2019), 4 September 2019, url; UNOCHA, 
Afghanistan: Update on the situation in Kunduz city and Pul-e-Khumri Flash Update No.3, 3 September 2019, url  
907 tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ŀƳƻƴƎ по ǊŜōŜƭǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴΣ р {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ url 
908 Tolonews, Baghlan Clashes Enter Sixth Day, 6 September 2019, url; See also: UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Flash Update 2 ς Lull 
in armed clashes in Kunduz city and new clashes in Pul-e-Khumri, 1 September 2019, url; Xinhua, Afghan fighting gets 
intensified amid reported progress in U.S.-Taliban talks, 9 September 2019, url; Al Jazeera, Trump cancels Taliban talks: 
What does it mean for Afghanistan?, 8 September 2019, url; Kabul Press, US Peace Talk with the Taliban Is Talibanization of 
Afghanistan, 3 September 2019, url 
909 Ali, O., Ruttig, T., Taleban attacks on Kunduz and Pul-e Khumri: Symbolic operations, AAN, 11 September 2019, url 
910 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (26 August ς 1 September 2019), 4 September 2019, url; Tolonews, 
Special Forces Launch Clearance Operations In Baghlan, 4 September 2019, url  
911 Ali, O., Ruttig T., Taleban attacks on Kunduz and Pul-e Khumri: Symbolic operations, AAN, 11 September 2019, url 
912 Pajhwok Afghan News, Growing insecurity worries Baghlan shopkeepers, 13 October 2019, url 
913 Pajhwok Afghan News, Baghlan: 371 displaced families in need of urgent assistance, 4 April 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan 
News, 5 security personnel killed, 14 injured in Baghlan attack, 3 July 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Massive operations 
launched against Taliban in Baghlan, 17 October 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 22 rebels eliminated in Helmand, Baghlan 
operations, 24 December 2019, url  
914 Khaama press, Special Forces rescue 2 oil tanker drivers, kill 5 Taliban militants in Baghlan, 18 July 2019, url  
915 Pajhwok Afghan News, Massive operations launched against Taliban in Baghlan, 17 October 2019, url  
916 Pajhwok Afghan News, Baghlan IDPs in urgent need of humanitarian assistance, 30 October 2019, url 
917 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (16 - 22 September 2019), 25 September 2019, url; UNOCHA, 
Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (23 - 29 September 2019), 2 October 2019, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly 
Humanitarian Update (30 September ς 6 October 2019), 9 October 2019, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian 
Update (21 October ς 27 October 2019), 30 October 2019, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (4 ς 10 
November 2019), 13 November 2019, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (11 ς 17 November 2019) 
21 November 2019, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (25 November - 1 December 2019), 4 
December 2019, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (2 December ς 8 December 2019), 11 December 
2019, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (9 December ς 15 December 2019), 18 December 2019, url; 
UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (23 December - 29 December 2019), 31 December 2019, url; 
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UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 46 669 persons 
displaced by conflict from Baghlan province, 93 % of whom were displaced within the province itself. 
The largest displacement occurred in tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ district, especially in September 2019, after the 
Taliban had launched an offensive on the provincial capital.918 Thousands of people were displaced 
from Burka in April and July 2019, from Baghlan-e Jadid, mainly in October 2019, from Nahrin, mainly 
in September 2019 and from DǳȊŀǊƎŀƘπŜ bǳǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ bŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƭƭ L5tǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ .ǳǊƪŀ ŀƴŘ bŀƘǊƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмф ŦǊƻƳ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴπŜ WŀŘƛŘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ƛƴ tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ L5tǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
DǳȊŀǊƎŀƘπŜ bǳǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ŀƭƻǉŀƴ ƛƴ ¢ŀƪƘŀǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ919 In the last days of June 2020, UNOCHA 
ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΩ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ-eastern provinces, including 
Baghlan.920 

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 43 428 persons 
displaced by conflict to Baghlan province, all displaced within the province. tǳƭπŜ YƘǳƳǊƛ hosted 80 % 
of all IDPs, most from within the district and a large group from Baghlan-e Jadid in October 2019. Other 
districts hosting people displaced to Baghlan province in the reporting period, were Burka, Nahrin and 
Baghlan-e Jadid. All or nearly all of the people displaced to those districts came from within the 
respective districts.921 

 

 

UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (30 December 2019 - 5 January 2020), 8 January 2020, url; UNOCHA, 
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918 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url; See also: UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (26 
August ς 1 September 2019), 4 September 2019, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Update on the situation in Kunduz city and Pul-
e-Khumri Flash Update No.3, 3 September 2019, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (23 - 29 
September 2019), 2 October 2019, url  
919 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 
920 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (22 June ς 28 June 2020), 1 July 2020, url 
921 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url  
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90 τ EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGHANISTAN ς SECURITY SITUATION 

2.5 Balkh 

2.5.1 General description of the province  

 

Map 5: Afghanistan ς Balkh province, source: UNOCHA922   

Balkh province is located in the northern part of Afghanistan and has borders with YǳƴŘǳȊ ŀƴŘ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴ 
provinces ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΣ {ŀƳŀƴƎŀƴ province ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘπŜŀǎǘΣ {ŀǊπŜ tǳƭ province ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘπǿŜǎǘΣ 
WŀǿȊƧŀƴ province ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ and an international border with ¦ȊōŜƪƛǎǘŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƧƛƪƛǎǘŀƴ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘπŜŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳǊƪƳŜƴƛǎǘŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘπǿŜǎǘ.923 Balkh province is divided into the following 
administrative units: .ŀƭƪƘΣ /ƘŀǊōǳƭŀƪΣ /ƘŀǊƪŜƴǘΣ /ƘŜƳǘŀƭΣ 5ŀǿƭŀǘŀōŀŘΣ 5ŜƘŘŀŘƛΣ YŀƭŘŀǊΣ YŜǎƘŜƴŘŜƘΣ 
YƘǳƭƳΣ aŀǊƳǳƭΣ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦΣ bŀƘǊπŜ {ƘŀƘƛΣ {ƘƻƭƎŀǊŜƘΣ {ƘƻǊǘŜǇŀ ŀƴŘ ½ŀǊƛΦ The provincial capital is 
aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦΦ924 

According to estimates for 2020-2021 by NSIA, the province has a population of 1 509 183, 
approximately 484 492 of whom live in the provincial capital, Mazar-e Sharif.925 .ŀƭƪƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǘƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ōȅ tŀǎƘǘǳƴΣ ¦ȊōŜƪΣ IŀȊŀǊŀΣ ¢ŀƧƛƪΣ ¢ǳǊƪƳŜƴΣ !ƛƳŀǉΣ .ŀƭƻŎƘΣ !Ǌŀō926 ŀƴŘ 
{ǳƴƴƛ IŀȊŀǊŀ όYŀǿǎƘƛύ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ927 

.ŀƭƪƘ ς ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦ ς ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘκŜȄǇƻǊǘ Ƙǳō ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ 
ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ928 ! ƳŀǇ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ 
ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ȊōŜƪ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ IŀƛǊŀǘŀƴπ¢ŜǊƳƛȊ ōǊŀƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎ wƻŀŘ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ aŀȊŀǊπ
Ŝ {ƘŀǊƛŦΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ŀ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ .ŀƭƪƘ ǘƻ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

 

922 UNOCHA, Afghanistan ς Balkh Province- District Atlas, April 2014, url 
923 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Northern region District Atlas, 13 April 2014, url; GADM, Afghanistan [Map], 2018, url 
924 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential Elections ς Final results by Polling Stations: Province Balkh, 2020, url; 
Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2020-21, June 2020, url, p. 31 
925 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2020-21, June 2020, url, p. 31 
926 Pajhwok Afghan News, Background Profile of Balkh, n.d., url 
927 US, Naval Postgraduate School, Balkh Provincial Review, n.d., url 
928 Samuel Hall, Economic Assessment and Labour Market Survey of Mazar-i Sharif, Pul-i Khumri, Kandahar City and Kunduz 
City, 16 January 2017, url, p. 43 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Balkh.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Northern.pdf
https://gadm.org/maps/AFG_1.html
http://www.iec.org.af/results/en/home/finalresult_by_pc/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%DB%B1%DB%B3%DB%B9%DB%B9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AE%DB%80-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84.pdf
http://elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/background-profile-balkh
https://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/balkh
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/economic-assessment-and-labour-market-survey-mazar-i-sharif-pul-i-khumri-kandahar
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ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǇΦ929 aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ930 Lƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмфΣ ŀƴ ŀƛǊ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦ 
ŀƴŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ Ǿƛŀ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊƎƻ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎΦ931 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦bh5/ hǇƛǳƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ нлмуΣ .ŀƭƪƘ Ǌŀƴƪǎ тǘƘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳ ǇƻǇǇȅπ
ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘΣ ǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ол ҈ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛƴ нлму ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмтΦ932 

2.5.2 Conflict background and actors in Balkh  

¦Ǉ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлмф .ŀƭƪƘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎŀƭƳ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ 
ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ933Σ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭȅ ƻƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǿŀǊƭƻǊŘ !ǘǘŀ aƻƘŀƳƳŜŘ bƻƻǊΣ 
ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƻŦ .ŀƭƪƘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΦ934 9ǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ bƻƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлму Ƙƛǎ 
ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΦ935 !ǘǘŀ bƻƻǊΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀƳŜƴ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŦƻǊŎŜΦ936 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
Swedish Migration Agency (Migrationsverket) ƛƴ Yŀōǳƭ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнл ǎŀǿ bƻƻǊΩǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘΦ937 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƴŜǿǎ 
ǇƻǊǘŀƭǎ ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ bƻƻǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
bƻƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊƳŜŘ ƳŜƴ ƛƴ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ƘŀŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΦ938 {ǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀǊƳŜŘ ǊƻōōŜǊƛŜǎΣ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΣ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘȰǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлму939 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ .ŀƭƪƘΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ нлмф940Σ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǳƴǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ōŀƴ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƳƻǘƻǊōƛƪŜǎΦ941  

/ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ŀ нлмф wŜǳǘŜǊǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΦ942 bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ нлмф943 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ .ŀƭƪƘΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ !ǘǘŀŎƪǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ ¦ƴƛǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ YƘǳƭƳ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлмф944 ŀƴŘ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƪŜƴǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ 

 

929 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘ ό¢ƘŜύΣ Yŀōǳƭϥǎ tƭŀƴ ǘƻ wŜŀƭƛȊŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ 5ƛǾƛŘŜƴŘΣ р 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмтΣ url 
930 Austria, BFA-Staatendokumentation, Afghanistan - Airports [Map], 25 March 2019; Ariana Airlines, Flights schedule, n.d., 
url 
931 Pajhwok Afghan News, Mazar-i-Sharif-Turkey-Europe air corridor formally opens, 9 January 2019, url 
932 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November 2018, url, pp. 6, 17 
933 Reuters, Gunfight erupts in north Afghan city over police chief's appointment, 14 March 2019, url; Tolonews, Taliban 
Planning To Disrupt Balkh Security: Police Chief, 22 August 2019, url   
934 RFE/RL, Afghanistan's New Northern Flash Points, n.d., url; RFE/RL, Powerful Afghan Governor Resigns, Ending Standoff 
With Ghani, 22 March 2018, url; Ruttig, T., ά!ǘǘŀ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέ !ƎŀƛƴΚ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ WŀƳƛŀǘΩǎ 
leadership, AAN, 10 April 2017, url  
935 Reuters, Gunfight erupts in north Afghan city over police chief's appointment, 14 March 2019, url 
936 RFE/RL, Rival Police Clash In North Afghan City In Spat Between President, Ex-Governor, 14 March 2019, url 
937 Sweden, Lifos/Migrationsverket, Säkerhetsläget i Afghanistan, 2020, 7 April 2020, url, p. 46 
938 ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎΣ LƭƭŜƎŀƭ !ǊƳŜŘ aŜƴ Ψ! .ƛƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ CƻǊ .ŀƭƪƘ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩΣ мн WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмуΣ url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 2 
injured as gunmen loyal to MPs clash in Balkh, 28 January 2018, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Illegal armed men threaten 
Mazar-i-Sharif security, 22 May 2018, url  
939 ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎΣ LƭƭŜƎŀƭ !ǊƳŜŘ aŜƴ Ψ! .ƛƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ CƻǊ .ŀƭƪƘ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩΣ мн WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмуΣ url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Illegal 
gunmen seen behind insecurity in Mazar-i-Sharif, 25 January 2018, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 2 injured as gunmen loyal to 
MPs clash in Balkh, 28 January 2018, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Mazar-i-Sharif garrison failing to bar illegal gunmen: 
Residents, 7 March 2018, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Illegal armed men threaten Mazar-i-Sharif security, 22 May 2018, url; 
Tolonews, Mazar Man Killed For His Motorcycle, 22 July 2018, url 
940 Pajhwok Afghan News, Increasing crime incidents worry Balkh dwellers, 26 October 2019, url 
941 Pajhwok Afghan News, Undocumented vehicles, bikes being seized in Balkh, 27 October 2019, url; Kilid Group (The), 
Unknown Gunmen Kill 3 Employees of Private Company in Balkh Province, 28 June 2020, url  
942 Reuters, Gunfight erupts in north Afghan city over police chief's appointment, 14 March 2019, url 
943 tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘΣ му !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΣ url 
944 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 3-9, 9 May 2019, url 

https://thediplomat.com/2017/12/kabuls-plan-to-realize-afghanistans-geographic-dividend/
https://www.flyariana.com/flights/schedule
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/01/09/mazar-i-sharif-turkey-europe-air-corridor-formally-opens
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-politics/gunfight-erupts-in-north-afghan-city-over-police-chiefs-appointment-idUSKCN1QV1RU
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/taliban-planning-disrupt-balkh-security-police-chief
https://www.rferl.org/a/27013992.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-powerful-governor-resigns-noor-ghani/29115699.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/atta-for-president-again-the-struggle-for-the-afghan-presidency-and-jamiats-leadership/
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CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΦ945 Lƴ aŀȅ нлнлΣ ŀ {ŀǊπŜ tǳƭ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ 
ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ½ŀǊƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦΦ946 

As of 2 July 2020 an ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ ²ŀǊ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ presented in a frequently updated map and 
based on open-ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ 5ŀǿƭŀǘŀōŀŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǎ ΨTaliban-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΩΣ /ƘŀǊōǳƭŀƪΣ 
Chemtal ŀƴŘ ½ŀǊƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀǎ ΨŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ Ψgovernment-
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΩ947, including YŜǎƘŜƴŘŜƘΣ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ948  

[ƻŎŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DŜƴΦ 5ƻǎǘǳƳ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмф ǘƘŀǘ L{Yt ƘŀŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ 
ƛǘǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ .ŀƭƪƘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ949 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƴƻ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ L{Yt ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ !/[95 ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
м aŀǊŎƘ нлмф ŀƴŘ ол WǳƴŜ нлнлΦ950  

In terms of the presence of government security forces, Balkh province is under the responsibility of 
the нлфǘƘ !b! {ƘŀƘŜŜƴ ŎƻǊǇǎ951 that has ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ 5ŜƘŘŀŘƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ952 
tǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ōŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ Yŀōǳƭ ŀƴŘ .ŀƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ US ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ Ƙǳōǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ 
ол !ǇǊƛƭ нлнлΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΦ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ !ŘǾƛǎŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ς bƻǊǘƘ ό¢!!/ ς bƻǊǘƘύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ 
ƻŦ b!¢hϥǎ wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ ¢!!/πbƻǊǘƘ ƛǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ 
ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦΦ953 

Members of pro-government militias or so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ !Ǌōŀƪƛǎ όǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ!ǊōŀƪƛΩ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
by the Taliban in reference to members of the Afghan Local Police or other pro-government militias) 
and local uprising commander forces are present in Balkh province and regular targets of Taliban 
attacks.954 

2.5.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population  

2.5.3.1 General  

In 2019, UNAMA documented 277 civilian casualties (108 deaths and 169 injured) in Balkh. This 
represents an increase of 22 % compared to 2018. Leading causes of casualties were ground 
engagements, followed by non-suicide IEDs and targeted killings.955 In the first half of 2020, UNAMA 
ranked Balkh province first in terms of civilians most affected by the conflict, documenting 344 civilian 
casualties in the province.956 Resolute Support recorded between 102 and 150 civilian casualties in 

 

945 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February 2020, url  
946 Ruttig, T., The case of Mawlawi Mehdi and Balkhab District: Are the Taleban attracting Hazaras?, AAN, 23 May 2020, url 
947 LWJ, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistan, n.d., url. The source, however, does not specify when and which 
information of the aforementioned map was last updated. For more information on the methodoly used by, see the 
Introduction section of this report. 
948 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: January 2020, 2 January 2020, url 
949 Tolonews, Large-scale Military Operation To Launch in North: Dostum, 5 December 2019, url  
950 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Balkh; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 
30 June 2020), url 
951 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability In Afghanistan. December 2019, 23 January 2020, url, p. 50 
952 Tolonews, 209 Shaheen Corps: The Base The Taliban Attacked, 22 April 2018, url 
953 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability In Afghanistan. June 2020, 1 July 2020, url, pp. 3; 14 
954 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 3-9, 9 May 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: March 2020, 5 March 
2020, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February 2020, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 3-
9, 9 May 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 2 dead, 5 injured as Balkh commanders clash, 8 may 2019, url   
955 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94 
956 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict. midyear Report: 1 January ς 30 June 2020, 27 July 2020, 
url, p. 5 
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Balkh in the first half of 2020, reporting similar numbers of civilian casualties between the first and 
second quarter of 2020.957 

ACLED collected data on 811 violent events in Balkh province between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020 
ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ сом ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻŘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩΣ мсн ŀǎ ΨŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴǎκǊŜƳƻǘŜ 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ му ŀǎ ΨǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩΦ958 The security situation in Balkh province has been 
deteriorating in 2019959 and according to UN data, Balkh province was one of the four most active 
areas of conflict in the first months of 2020.960 With 195 incidents, Balkh stood out as the district where 
ACLED recorded most violent events between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020, followed by /ƘŜƳǘŀƭ 
and /ƘŀǊōǳƭŀƪ districts, with more than 140 incidents each. Other districts where ACLED recorded over 
40 incidents, were Sholgara and Dawlatabad and Zari. No violent events were registered by ACLED in 
Marmul district.961  

 

Figure 7.  Balkh - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from 
1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data962 

ACLED coded 78 % ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƭƭ ΨŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎΩΦ963 
The majority of those armed clashes were attacks by the Taliban on Afghan security forces, including 
police, ANA soldiers or NDS personnel and members of pro-government militias964 or attacks on 

 

957 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 69; SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United 
States Congress, 30 July 2020, url, p. 72 
958 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Balkh; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 
30 June 2020), url 
959 tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘΣ му !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΣ url 
960 UNSG, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and security, A/74/753ςS/2020/210, 17 
March 2020, url, p. 5; UNSG, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and security, 
A/74/897ςS/2020/549, 17 June 2020, url, p. 5  
961 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; Geoprecision 
code: 1 & 2; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
962 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Afghanistan - Balkh, url  
963 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Balkh; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 
30 June 2020), url 
964 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: December 2019, 5 December 2019, url; Tolonews, Eight Policemen Killed As Clashes 
Intensity In North, 2 April 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 4 October 2019, url; NYT, War 
Casualty Report: May 3-9, 9 May 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: March 2020, 5 March 2020, url; NYT, Afghan 
War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February 2020, url 
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military or police facilities such as checkpoints965 and bases966 and on convoys967 and vehicles.968 These 
incidents at times resulted in civilian casualties, as for example in Sawrian village in /ƘŀǊōǳƭŀƪ district 
on 3 August 2019969, in the Alamkhel area of Balkh district on 17 March 2020970, or in the Maidan 
Hawai area of Dawlatatabd district on 14 May 2020.971 Attacks by the Taliban on government officials 
and employees were also included under armed clashes by ACLED.972 On 30 March нлмфΣ the Taliban 
attacked ŀ ŎƻƴǾƻȅ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ CƛǊǎǘ ±ƛŎŜπtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DŜƴΦ !ōŘǳƭ wŀǎƘƛŘ 5ƻǎǘǳƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŀȊŀǊπ{ƘƛōŜǊƎƘŀƴ 
IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ .ŀƭƪƘ ŀƴŘ WƻǿȊƧŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΦ DŜƴΦ 5ƻǎǘǳƳ ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘ ǳƴƘǳǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǘƻǳǊŀƎŜΦ973 hƴ мп {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀƳōǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀōƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ 
{ƻŎƛŀƭ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ .ŀƭƪƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ aŀȊŀǊπŜ 
{ƘŀǊƛŦΦ974 

Operations, such as Operation Walid 40 launched in March 2019975, hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ YƘŀƭƛŘ976 in April 2019 
and Operation Shaheen 611 in April 2020977 and attacks carried out by Afghan security forces against 
AGEs978 were also registered under battles by ACLED. Most of those were carried out in August 2019 
and January 2020.979 Some of these operations were backed by air strikes, for example in /ƘŜƳǘŀƭ 
district in March and August 2019 or in /ƘŀǊōǳƭŀƪ in June and July 2019.980  

¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻǳǘǇƻǎǘǎ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ½ŀǊƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ aŀȅ нлмф981 ŀƴŘ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƪŜƴǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ о Wǳƭȅ нлмфΦ982 !ŦƎƘŀƴ 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ½ŀǊƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 

 

965 RFE/RL, Seven Afghan Soldiers Killed In Taliban Attack, 24 December 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: 
October 2019, 4 October 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: August 2-8, 8 August 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War 
Casualty Report: June 7-13, 13 June 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: March 2020, 5 March 2020, url; Pajhwok 
Afghan News, 5 police killed, 6 wounded in Balkh firefight, 9 May 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 2020, 4 
June 2020, url  
966 RFE/RL, Suicide Car Bomb Hits Afghan Army Compound, 26 December 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: 
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ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ983 /ƭŀǎƘŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇǊƻπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмф ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƛƴ ½ŀǊƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ984 !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ !D9 ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ ½ŀǊƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнл 
ŦƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΦ985 Lƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƛƴ ½ŀǊƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ ол !ǇǊƛƭ 
ŀƴŘ м aŀȅ нлнлΣ оу ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƻǊ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΦ986 ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ !ƭŀƳƪƘŀƛƭΣ .ŀōŀ ¸ƻǳǎƛŦΣ ŀƴŘ .ƻƪŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ .ŀƭƪƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
нлмфΦ987 IŜŀǾȅ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘŀǊōǳƭŀƪ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмф ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǊƻπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΦ988 ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ {ƘƻǊǘŜǇŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ м hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмфΦ CƛǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΦ989 DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ 
ƻǾŜǊǊŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘΦ990 Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ƘŀƘŜŜƴ ннм ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ 
/ƘŜƳǘŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ tǳƭπŜ .ŀƴƎŀŀƭŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΦ991 /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ 
ƻƴ 5ŀǿƭŀǘŀōŀŘΣ .ŀƭƪƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘŜƳǘŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлнл ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ992 

/ƭŀǎƘŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ όǇǊƻπύƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƧƛƘŀŘƛ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
.ŀƭƪƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлмф ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎΦ993  

Air/drone strikes represented 11 % of all reported violent incidents in Balkh between 1 March 2019 
and 30 June 2020.994 Nearly three out of four air strikes in Balkh province were carried out in following 
four districts: /ƘŜƳǘŀƭ, Charbulak, Balkh and Sholgara. Most air strikes were carried out by Afghan 
forces, while some were attributed to US forces.995 While air strikes inflicted losses among AGEs996 and 
destroyed their facilities or equipment997, some also caused civilian casualties such as the air strikes 
carried out on 25 January 2020 in Boki village of Balkh district during which at least six civilians were 
killed, when a bomb hit their home.998 In May 2020, civilians, reportedly forced by the Taliban to 

 

983 RFE/RL, Afghan Officials: Taliban Suffers Heavy Casualties In Several Provinces, 22 September 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War 
Casualty Report: September 2019, 5 September 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban claims capturing Zari district in 
Balkh, 3 September 2019, url 
984 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 5 September 2019, url 
985 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (17 February ς 23 February 2020), 26 February 2020, url  
986 Pajhwok Afghan News, 38 local uprising members killed, injured in Zare clash, 1 may 2020, url 
987 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: January 2020, 2 January 2020, url 
988 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: November 2019, 7 November 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Balkh: District police 
chief killed in Taliban attack, 6 November 2019, url 
989 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 4 October 2019, url 
990 AP, Afghan officials: Taliban attack kills at least 11 policemen, 1 October 2019, url 
991 ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎΣ Ψ±ǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΩ !ǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ /ƘŀƳǘŀƭ /ƭŜŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΥ !ǊƳȅΣ у CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ url 
992 Pajhwok Afghan News, Balkh: 2 tanks torched in Dawlatabad firefight, 20 March 2020, url; Khaama Press, 25 Taliban 
militants killed, 33 wounded in Balkh clashes, 24 March 2020, url  
993 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 3-9, 9 May 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 2 dead, 5 injured as Balkh 
commanders clash, 8 may 2019, url   
994 ¢ƘŜǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƛǊ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ !/[95 ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ !/[95Ωǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
995 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Balkh; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 
30 June 2020), url 
996 NYT, Dozens Killed as Taliban Bombs in 4 Humvees Rip Through Afghan District, 30 June 2019, url; Khaama press, 8 
Taliban militants killed in an airstrike of the Afghan Air Force in Balkh province, 4 April 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan New, 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎƘƛŜŦǎΣ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛn Balkh, 30 June 2019, url; Khaama Press, Car bomb destroyed; 15 Taliban 
militants killed in Balkh operations, 17 August 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban chief for Chamtal district killed in 
airstrike, 7 February 2020, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 16 insurgents killed in Balkh air raid, says army, 5 May 2020, url  
997 Khaama Press, 49 Taliban militants killed, wounded; strategic compound destroyed in Balkh, 9 September 2019, url; 
Khaama Press, Notorious Taliban commander, his fighters killed in Balkh before disrupting elections, 28 September 2019, 
url; Khaama press, Video: Airstrike destroys key Taliban compound in Balkh province, 6 April 2020, url  
998 RFE/RL, Afghan Officials Say Four Children, Three Women Killed In Air Strikes, 26 January 2020, url; NYT, Despite Calm in 
Afghan Cities, War in Villages Kills Dozens Daily, 29 January 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update 

https://www.rferl.org/a/afghan-officials-taliban-suffers-heavy-casualties-in-several-provinces/30177823.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/09/03/taliban-claims-capturing-zari-district-balkh
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly_23_february.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/05/01/38-local-uprising-members-killed-injured-zare-clash
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-january-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/07/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-november-2019.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/11/06/balkh-district-police-chief-killed-taliban-attack
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-october-2019.html
https://apnews.com/4862a8397f784b22869c25bb698fec68
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/%E2%80%98vulnerable%E2%80%99-areas-chamtal-cleared-taliban-army
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/03/20/balkh-2-tanks-torched-dawlatabad-firefight
https://www.khaama.com/25-taliban-militants-killed-33-wounded-in-balkh-clashes-04558/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/09/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/05/08/2-dead-5-injured-balkh-commanders-clash
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/30/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-bombs.html
https://www.khaama.com/8-taliban-militants-killed-in-an-airstrike-of-the-afghan-air-force-in-balkh-province-03643/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/06/30/taliban%E2%80%99s-district-chiefs-commanders-killed-balkh
https://www.khaama.com/car-bomb-destroyed-15-taliban-militants-killed-in-balkh-operations-03678/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/02/07/taliban-chief-chamtal-district-killed-airstrike
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/05/05/16-insurgents-killed-balkh-air-raid-says-army
https://www.khaama.com/49-taliban-militants-killed-wounded-strategic-compound-destroyed-in-balkh-03992/
https://www.khaama.com/notorious-taliban-commander-his-fighters-killed-in-balkh-before-disrupting-elections-04148/
https://www.khaama.com/video-airstrike-destroys-key-taliban-compound-in-balkh-province-04615/
https://www.rferl.org/a/afghan-officials-say-four-children-three-women-killed-in-air-strikes/30397937.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/29/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-peace-talks.html


96 τ EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGHANISTAN ς SECURITY SITUATION 

destroy a main road in Balkh district in order to obstruct government forces, were killed and wounded 
by air strikes.999 In the first half of 2020, UNAMA documented more than half of all civilian casualties 
as a result of Afghan Air Force air strikes in Kunduz and Balkh provinces.1000 

AGEs using roadside bombs or IEDs ς sometimes VB-IEDs1001 or pressure plate IEDs1002 - to target 
security forces1003 or government officials1004, represented 7 % of all reported security incidents in 
Balkh between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020.1005 Some of these incidents resulted in casualties 
among civilians.1006 This happened for example on 15 July 2019, in /ƘŀǊōǳƭŀƪ district when an IED went 
off while children were playing in the area killing two of them1007, or on 18 August 2019, when a civilian 
vehicle hit a roadside bomb in Dawlat Abad district. At least 10 civilians, nearly all members of the 
same family, were reported to have died.1008 

Mortars fired by Afghan forces in Zari district in January and February 2020 and rockets fired by the 
Taliban in /ƘŜƳǘŀƭ district in March 2020 caused civilian casualties.1009 

Eighteen incidents categorised by ACLED as violence against civilians included the killing of off-duty 
police personnel1010, the abduction and killing of civilians by the Taliban on 7 April 2020 in {ƘƻƭƎŀǊŜƘ 
district1011 and the killing of civilians in operations by security forces, as reported by the Taliban.1012 
These incidents represented 2 % of all violent events in Balkh province between 1 March 2019 and 
30 June 2020.1013 In addition to the incidents registered by ACLED, UNAMA documented the abduction 
of five fuel truck drivers by the Taliban at one of their checkpoints in /ƘŀǊōǳƭŀƪ district on 
11 October 2019 until their company paid AFN 30 000 per tanker.1014  
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UNAMA notes a consistent pattern in the use of civilian locations by AGEs when carrying out their 
attacks in Afghanistan, which exposes civilians to risks of attack by pro-government forces. Illustrating 
this, UNAMA documented a ground engagement in /ƘŜƳǘŀƭ district in March 2019, when the Afghan 
National Army fired a mortar round towards Taliban fighters who were hiding in residential homes. 
The mortar landed on a civilian home, killing three civilians including a six-year old boy, and injuring 
three children.1015 Another example was an attack on a convoy of Afghan security forces on 
23 June 2019, during which Taliban fighters were hiding in shops in a bazaar in Balkh district. As a result 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΣ ǘǿƻ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΦ1016 While 
fƭŜŜƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ ½ŀǊƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
on 1 May 2020, the Taliban tried to hide in civilian houses and killed a civilian who refused to open the 
door.1017 

There were reports from the northern region, which includes Balkh province, about electricity and 
mobile phone networks being interrupted before and during the presidential election in September 
2019.1018 However, in contrast to other northern provinces, AAN did not observe a telecommunication 
ban in Balkh. In some districts not all networks were active.1019 The election campaign office of 
President Ghani was attacked by unidentified gunmen on 1 September 2019.1020 After a security 
meeting in advance of the elections the Independent Election Commission announced that 33 polling 
centres, located in /ƘŜƳǘŀƭ, /ƘŀǊōǳƭŀƪ, Dawlatabad, Shortepa en {ƘƻƭƎŀǊŜƘ districts, would not open 
on election day.1021 

.ŀƭƪƘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ !b5{C ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ нлмфΦ1022 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ aŀȊŀǊπ{ƘƛōŜǊƎƘŀƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΦ1023 ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ government employees ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ.1024 Security 
incidents along the aŀȊŀǊπ{ƘƛōŜǊƎƘŀƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ were reported in March1025, April1026 and October 
20191027 and continued to be reported in 20201028, including during the week of reduction in violence 
at the end of February 2020 agreed between the Taliban and the United States.1029 Protesters blocked 
the aŀȊŀǊπ{ƘƛōŜǊƎƘŀƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлмф ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ 
ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ1030  

Within the framework of its attacks on health care initiative, the World Health Organisation (WHO) did 
not register such attacks in Balkh province in 2019.1031 On 9 July 2019, the Taliban attacked a police 
checkpoint, that had been providing security for a hospital in Dawlat Abad district. One police officer 
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was killed, another was wounded.1032 UNAMA recorded the looting of medical supplies by ANA in Zari 
district on 26 April 2020. The medical supplies belonged to an NGO, accused by the ANA of supporting 
the Taliban with those supplies.1033  

Education personnel from various districts in Balkh province, backed by the provincial council head, 
complained in August 2019 to Afghan news agency Pajhwok about ongoing conflict and clashes 
impacting the education process and school attendance. The Balkh Education Director, however, 
confirmed increasing insecurity in some districts but claimed no serious problems were reported.1034  

In June 2020, through its Twitter account, the Kabul-based news service Reportedly cited residents of 
Balkh district saying that the Taliban blocked access to water and communication networks in the 
district.1035  

The conflict pattern in Mazar-e Sharif district, which includes the provincial capital, was different from 
the general pattern in Balkh province and in its different districts. Also Mazar-e Sharif was one of the 
districts In Balkh province where a lower number of incidents were reported.1036 

ACLED registered 19 violent incidents in Mazar-e Sharif district between 1 March 2019 and 
30 June 2020 representing around 2 % of all violent events recorded by ACLED in Balkh province in that 
period. While ACLED categorised at least 65 % of the violent incidents in the different districts of Balkh 
province as battles, in Mazar-e Sharif this event type represented 37 % of all violent incidents.1037  

Over half of the reported violent incidents in Mazar-e Sharif were landmine or IED explosions, whereas 
in the other districts that type of incidents represented under 25 % and in most districts even under 
10 % of all violent incidents. No air strikes were reported in Mazar-e Sharif.1038 At least 18 people, 
including civilians, were injured when an IED attached to a bicycle exploded at one of the busiest 
intersections in Mazar-e Sharif on 17 December 2019.1039 A magnetic IED detonated near a public 
bathhouse in PD10 of Mazar-e Sharif on 4 January 2020, killing one civilian and wounding three 
others.1040 On 14 January 2020, an explosion in PD9 of Mazar-e Sharif City, reportedly in front of the 
residence of the Balkh district governor, killed two children. This was followed by another explosion 
wounding at least seven civilians.1041  

The two incidents of violence against civilians registered by ACLED in Mazar-e Sharif1042, included the 
beheading of a 9-year old girl on 30 September 2019 and the killing af a religious scholar on 
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12 October 2019 by unidentified armed men.1043 In addition Pajhwok reported on the killing of a 
primary court judge by unidentified armed men in PD 10 of the city on 8 August 2019.1044 

Mazar-e Sharif was the scene of clashes in the context of political disputes and powerplay in the 
reporting period. On 14 March 2019, gunfire broke out between militia fighters loyal to former 
Governor Mohammad Atta Noor and Interior Ministry forces sent to escort and support the new 
provincial police chief, appointed by President Ashraf Ghani. As a result more than a dozen people, 
police officers as well as civilians, were wounded.1045 A clash between local police and local jihadi 
commanders on 7 May 2019 resulted in two people, including one civilian, being killed and five people, 
including three civilians, being wounded.1046 On 14 December 2019, heavy fighting erupted and lasted 
for nearly 24 hours between Afghan security forces and fighters loyal to local militia commander and 
former police chief for Faryab, Nizamuddin Qaisary.1047 The battle caused residents to flee the 
neighbourhood, while the two sides were shelling each other.1048 Nearby civilian houses were 
damaged.1049 

Presidential election day, on 28 September 2019, was a quiet day in Mazar-e Sharif, with little visible 
security measures an no visible checkpoints. Despite the fact that sources described the situation in 
the city as secure, allowing the people in the city to go out to vote, turnout was low compared to 
previous elections.1050  

Sources consulted by Landinfo during its fact-finding mission at the end of October 2019, were of the 
opinion that the security situation in Mazar-e Sharif had worsened in 2019, compared to 2018, but 
attributed this mainly to crime and to a small extent to conflict-related violence.1051 Residents of 
Mazar-e Sharif complained to Pajhwok in 2019 and 2020 about a worsening security situation and 
increasing crime in the city, mentioning the presence of illegal armed men who were involved in 
robberies, murders and chaos.1052 

2.5.3.2 Displacement 

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 22 253 persons 
displaced from Balkh province, more than 99 % of whom were displaced within the province itself.1053 
Most were displaced from Zari, mostly in July and September 2019 and March 2020, due to conflict, 
heavy fighting between security forces and the Taliban and air-and-ground operations against the 
Taliban1054 and from Sholgarah, in particular in May 2020 and also in July and August 2019, when 
security operations were reported.1055 Large groups were displaced from /ƘŜƳǘŀƭ district, especially in 

 

1043 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 4 October 2019, url 
1044 Pajhwok Afghan News, Primary court judge gunned down in Balkh, 8 August 2019, url  
1045 RFE/RL, Rival Police Clash In North Afghan City In Spat Between President, Ex-Governor, 14 March 2019, url; Reuters, 
Gunfight erupts in north Afghan city over police chief's appointment, 14 March 2019, url; AP, Afghans probe US mistaken 
airstrike of Afghan army base, 14 March 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Balkh: Gunfire erupts after talks on new police 
chief fail, 14 March 2019, url  
1046 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 3-9, 9 May 2019, url 
1047 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: December 2019, 5 December 2019, url; Khaama Press, BREAKING: Government 
ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ŀ ǿŀǊƭƻǊŘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ƎǳƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ 
15 December 2019, url  
1048 NYT, Afghan Warlord Escapes Arrest as Troops Turn City Into a War Zone, 16 December 2019, url  
1049 Tolonews, Fight To Arrest Qaisari in Mazar-e-Sharif Ongoing, 15 December 2019, url  
1050 !!bΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ нлмф 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όмоύΥ hbservations from Kandahar, Takhar, Wardak and Balkh, 4 October 2019, url 
1051 Norway, Landinfo, Afghanistan. Sikkerhetssituasjonen i Balkhprovinsen i 2019, 6 April 2020, url, p. 13 
1052 Pajhwok Afghan News, Balkh police taking action against illegal armed men: Chief, 10 June 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan 
News, Balkh police record over 800 crimes in six months, 7 February 2020, url  
1053 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 
1054 Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban claims capturing Zari district in Balkh, 3 September 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 
Shadow district chief among 8 Taliban killed in Balkh, 22 September 2019, url;  UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian 
Update (24 February ς 1 March 2020), 4 March 2020, url 
1055 tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘΣ му !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΣ url 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-october-2019.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/08/08/primary-court-judge-gunned-down-balkh
https://www.rferl.org/a/north-afghan-city-shut-down-amid-spat-between-powerful-ex-governor-president/29820887.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-politics/gunfight-erupts-in-north-afghan-city-over-police-chiefs-appointment-idUSKCN1QV1RU
https://apnews.com/5a19c9cd95834a7a8ca6edfc02f2befd
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/03/14/balkh-gunfire-erupts-after-talks-new-police-chief-fail
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/09/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-december-2019.html
https://www.khaama.com/breaking-government-storms-qaisaris-home-with-helicopter-gunships-as-he-refuses-to-surrender-to-security-forces-181819/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/16/world/asia/afghanistan-Qaisari-arrest.html
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/fight-arrest-qaisari-mazar-e-sharif-ongoing
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-13-14-observations-from-kandahar-takhar-wardak-and-balkh/
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Temanotat-Afganistan-Sikkerhetssituasjonen-i-Balkh-06042020.pdf
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/06/10/balkh-police-taking-action-against-illegal-armed-men-chief
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/02/17/balkh-police-record-over-800-crimes-six-months
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/09/03/taliban-claims-capturing-zari-district-balkh
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/09/22/shadow-district-chief-among-8-taliban-killed-balkh
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan-humanitarian_weekly_1_march.pdf
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July 2019 and February 2020, when ACLED registered most violent incidents there1056, from Charbulak 
district, in particular in April 2019 and from Dawlatabad, mostly in February 2020. People were also 
displaced from Nahr-e Shahi district in September 2019, due to attacks by AGEs around election day1057 
and from Shortepa district in January 2020 due to military operations in that district.1058 The majority 
of the IDPs from different districts in Balkh province were displaced to Nahr-e Shahi district or to 
Mazar-e Sharif. Although insecurity and fighting reportedly caused people to flee in Balkh district1059, 
only seven IDPs were registered by UNOCHA from that district in June 2020. UNOCHA also did not 
register conflict-induced displacement from Mazar-e Sharif district.1060  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 28 987 persons 
displaced to Balkh province. In addition to the 22 176 people displaced within the province, Balkh also 
hosted IDPs from Faryab province and to a lesser extent from Jawzjan and Sar-e Pul provinces. Mazar-
e Sharif, Nahr-e Shahi, Sholgareh and Charkent were the only districts hosting IDPs in the reporting 
period. Almost two out of three IDPs displaced to Balkh province were displaced to Nahr-e Shahi 
district, including all IDPs from Zari district and all IDPs displaced from within the district itself in 
September 2019. Mazar-e Sharif hosted about one third of all IDPs displaced to Balkh province.1061 

 

 

1056 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Balkh; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 
30 June 2020), url 
1057 ERM (Emergency Response Mechanism), Household Assessment report, 20 October 2019, url 
1058 UNOCHA (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs), Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian 
Update (27 January ς 2 February 2020), 5 February 2020, url 
1059 Pajhwok !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘΣ му !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΣ url 
1060 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url  
1061 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url   
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2.6 Bamyan 

2.6.1 General description of the province  

     

Map 6: Afghanistan ς Bamyan province, source: UNOCHA1062     
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.ŀƳȅŀƴ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΣ ΨώΦΦΦϐ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ōŀǎƛŎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅΩΦ1077 Tourism is a source of revenue in the province1078, which has however been impeded 
by insecurity in neighbouring provinces1079, as well as by the increasing Covid-19 crisis in 
Afghanistan.1080 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦bh5/Ωǎ hǇƛǳƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ нлмуΣ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƻǇƛǳƳπ
ŦǊŜŜ ƛƴ нлмуΦ1081 ¦bh5/ Řŀǘŀ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ !!b ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлнл ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀ рн ҈ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ 
ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƘƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ .ŀƳȅŀƴ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜύΦ1082 

2.6.2 Conflict background and actors in Bamyan 

/ŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ƭƛƪŜ tŀƴƧǎƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƘƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
.ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ1083ύΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘπŘǊƛǾŜƴ 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ1084 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŎƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ŀƳȅŀƴ 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ŀƴŘ tŀƴƧǎƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƘŜǎƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƻǊ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ1085 .ŀƳȅŀƴϥǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
ōŜŜƴ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇŜŀŎŜ 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1086 

!ƴ [²W ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǇ ŀƴŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 
ƻǇŜƴπǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƻƴ н Wǳƭȅ нлнлΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ 
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url 
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ΨƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘπŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΩ ƻǊ ΨǳƴŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘΩΦ1087 The provincial capital, Bamyan City, is reported to be 
under government control.1088 According to an international source Landinfo spoke to in October 2019, 
the Taliban have no local presence in Bamyan province. However, infiltration of the Taliban from the 
neighbouring district of Tala Wa Barfak in Baghlan province has been reported, resulting in attacks at 
checkpoints and abductions.1089 Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ¦bh/I! ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ΨǘŜƴǎŜΩ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
.ŀƳȅŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ YŀƘƳŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ƘƛōŀǊ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-state armed groups.1090 In May 2020, 
the UN Security Council reported on a reorganisation of the Taliban shadow governance and military 
structure in several provinces, with key new appointments made in Bamyan province.1091 

According to AAN analyst Ehsan Qaane, insecurity in the insurgency-affected Jalrez district of Wardak 
province has wider ramifications for the security situation in the Hazarajat region (including Bamyan 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜύΣ ΨƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŀƭǊŜȊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ŜƴǘŀƛƭǎΩΦ1092 
The Kabul-Bamyan Highway, often referred to as the Death Road/Valley1093, has been reported as 
unsafe.1094 According to two international sources Landinfo spoke to in October 2019, 10 to 
15 kilometres on the Kabul-Bamyan Highway have been controlled by the Taliban for several years.1095 
In December 2019, Qaane reported on 20 kilometres of this highway, connecting the Hazarajat region 
to the Afghan capital, under Taliban control.1096 Roadblocks/checkpoints and IED emplacement by 
armed opposition groups have been reported1097, as well as ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ1098Σ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜŘ1099 
όǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ bDhǎ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊƻƻǇǎύ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŜȄǘƻǊǘŜŘ1100 ōȅ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ IŀȊŀǊŀǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Yŀōǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
IŀȊŀǊŀƧŀǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ1101 58 % of respondents of the Asia FoundatƛƻƴΩǎ нлмф {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ tŜƻǇƭŜ 
in Bamyan province reported to experience fear while travelling.1102 In December 2019, AAN reported 
on an increasing number of Afghan people taking flights or longer routes to bypass roads situated in 
contested or Taliban-controlled areas. An NGO employee, cited by AAN, declared to use the Ghorband 
Valley route (through Parwan province) instead of the road between Maydan Shar and Bamyan.1103 
Truck drivers transporting agricultural produce and other material between Kabul and the Hazarajat 

 

1087 LWJ, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistan, n.d., url (LWJ, however, does not specify when and which information of 
the aforementioned map was last updated.) 
1088 ERM, AC401-ERM 09 Conflict Household Assessment Report in Bamyan City, August 2019, url, p. 1 
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AAN, 16 December 2019, url 
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url 
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1097 ERM, AC401-ERM 09 Conflict Household Assessment Report in Bamyan City of Bamyan Province, August 2019, url, p. 1; 
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AAN, 16 December 2019, url  
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region reportedly use the alternative route through Parwan as well, avoiding tax collection by the 
Taliban along the Kabul-Bamyan Highway.1104 

bƻ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ L{Yt ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
м aŀǊŎƘ нлмф ŀƴŘ ол WǳƴŜ нлнл ōȅ !/[95Φ1105 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ IŀȊŀǊŀ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ !ōŘǳƭ DƘŀƴƛ !ƭƛǇǳǊ ƭŀǘŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΣ ƻƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ1106Σ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǘƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƎǳƴƳŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ aŀƛŘŀƴ 
{ƘŀǊ ǘƻ WŀƭǊŜȊ ŀƴŘ .ŀƳȅŀƴ1107Σ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ YŀōǳƭΣ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦ ŀƴŘ .ŀƳȅŀƴΦ1108 Iƛǎ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ !ƭƛǇǳǊ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ 
ƻŦ ²ŀǊŘŀƪΣ DƘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΦ1109 {ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎΣ !ƭƛǇǳǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ b5{ 
ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅΦ1110 !ƭƛǇǳǊΩǎ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǊŘŀƪ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ IŀȊŀǊŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎΦ1111  

Lƴ Wǳƭȅ нлмфΣ !!b ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {Ƙƛŀ IŀȊŀǊŀ ŀƴŘ {ŀȅŜŘ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ōƻȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀƳȅŀƴ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LǊŀƴƛŀƴπōŀŎƪŜŘ CŀǘŜƳƛȅǳƴ ƎǊƻǳǇ1112Σ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ȅǊƛŀƴ ǿŀǊΦ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨLǊŀƴ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ CŀǘŜƳƛȅǳƴ 
ǇǊƻȄȅ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴΣ Yŀōǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜΦΩ1113 

Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлоǘƘ 
!b! /ƻǊǇǎΦ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ ό¢Cπ{ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
b!¢hΩǎ wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ ¢Cπ{ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ ƛǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ¦{ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ 
ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ tŀƪǘȅŀ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1114 Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлму tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ !ǎƘǊŀŦ DƘŀƴƛ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ппоπǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǳƴƛǘ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ όǊƻŀŘύ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ1115 

2.6.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population  

2.6.3.1 General  

Lƴ нлмфΣ ¦b!a! ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ όǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘύ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ нф ҈ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмуΦ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ 
ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊΦ1116 CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлмфΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōƻȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƘŀƴŀπŜ 
!ƘŀƴƎŀǊŀƴ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ōƻƳō ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎΦ1117 Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ 
¦b {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘƳƛƴŜ 

 

1104 Qaane, E., One Land, Two Rules (9): Delivering Public Services in Insurgency-Affected Jalrez District of Wardak Province, 
AAN, 16 December 2019, url 
1105 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Bamyan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020), url  
1106 Tolonews, Alipoor Says He Is 'Ready to Hand Over All Weapons', 27 November 2018, url 
1107 Tolonews, NDS Chief Says Claims Against Alipoor Will Be Investigated, 27 November 2018, url  
1108 Tolonews, Alipoor Says He Is 'Ready to Hand Over All Weapons', 27 November 2018, url; RFE/RL, Afghan Authorities 
Release Militia Leader after Violent Demonstrations, 26 November 2018, url 
1109 Tolonews, Alipoor Supporters Protest for the Second Day in Kabul, 26 November 2018, url 
1110 RFE/RL, Afghan Authorities Release Militia Leader after Violent Demonstrations, 26 November 2018, url; AP, Afghans 
Recruited to Fight in Syrian War Struggle Back Home, 1 April 2019, url  
1111 RFE/RL, Afghan Authorities Release Militia Leader after Violent Demonstrations, 26 November 2018, url 
1112 ΨhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻȄȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǘƻ {ȅǊƛŀ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LǊŀƴƛŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǘŜƳƛȅǳƴΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
Afghan men who have fought on the side of the Syrian government since 2012-2013. The group has played a small, but not 
ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΣ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƛƴ {ȅǊƛŀΦΩ όIŀƳƛŘƛΣ aΦΣ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǿƻ CŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘŜƳƛȅǳƴ όLύΥ wŜǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀƭŜ CƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ 
AAN, 8 July 2019, url) 
1113 Hamidi, M., The Two Faces of the Fatemiyun (I): Revisiting the Male Fighters, AAN, 8 July 2019, url  
1114 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan - June 2020, 1 July 2020, url, p. 14 
1115 Tolonews, Ghani Orders Formation of New 443-Strong Security Unit in Bamyan Province, 10 November 2018, url 
1116 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94 
1117 b¸¢Σ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ /ǳǊǎŜΥ ! .ƻƳō ŦǊƻƳ н ²ŀǊǎ !Ǝƻ /ǊǳǎƘŜǎ ŀ CŀƳƛƭȅ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ нм bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ url 

https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/one-land-two-rules-9-delivering-public-services-in-insurgency-affected-jalrez-district-of-wardak-province/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/alipoor-says-he-‘ready-hand-over-all-weapons-officially
https://www.tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/nds-chief says-claims-against-alipoor-will-be-investigated
https://www.tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/alipoor-says-he-‘ready-hand-over-all-weapons-officially
https://www.rferl.org/a/supporters-of-hazara-militia-leader-protest-in-kabul-for-second-day/29621253.html
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/alipoor supporters protest-second-day-kabul
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https://apnews.com/9dadee87709e4c60ba8f7afe1caec81b
https://www.rferl.org/a/supporters-of-hazara-militia-leader-protest-in-kabul-for-second-day/29621253.html
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/regional-relations/the-two-faces-of-the-fatemiyun-i-revisiting-the-male-fighters/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/regional-relations/the-two-faces-of-the-fatemiyun-i-revisiting-the-male-fighters/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://www.khaama.com/ghani-orders-formation-of-the-new-443-strong-security-unit-in-bamyan-province-02716/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/21/world/asia/afghanistan-bombs-war.html
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ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƳƛȄŜŘπƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŘŜƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ1118 
wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ1119 ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ л ŀƴŘ рл ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ 
ƻŦ нлнлΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ1120  

!/[95 ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ мр ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ м aŀǊŎƘ нлмф ǘƻ ол WǳƴŜ нлнл 
ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ мп ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻŘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ м ŀǎ ΨǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩΦ 
YŀƘƳŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘπǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ŀȅƎƘŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǘǿƻ 
ƛƴ {ƘƛōŀǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ƴƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΦ1121   

 

Figure 8. Bamyan - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from 

1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data1122 

!ƭƭ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ !/[95 ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ΨŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎΩΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
Kahmard, Sayghan, Shibar and Bamyan districts in the third and fourth quarters of 2019. The majority 
of these armed clashes were attacks by the Taliban on Afghan security forces, including military and 
police personnel as well as members of pro-government militias or so-called arbakis (the term arbaki 
is locally often used to refer to members of the Afghan local police or other pro-government 
militias).1123  

¢ƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ !/[95 ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŎƻŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ 
of sexual violence in Bamyan City.1124 In August 2019, two senior security officials were accused of 
raping a young woman in the guesthouse of the Bamyan police headquarters.1125 

.ŀƳȅŀƴΩǎ ǾƻǘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ 
28 September 2019 represented the second highest of all provinces (after Daykundi province), 

 

1118 BBC News, Meet the Women on a Mission to Clear Landmines, 20 November 2019, url; UNSG, The Situation in 
Afghanistan and Its Implications for International Peace and Security, A/74/753ςS/2020/210, 17 March 2020, url, p. 13 
1119 Civilian casualty data for 2020 have not yet been published by UNAMA. 
1120 SIGAR, Quarterly Report to the United States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 69; SIGAR, Quarterly Report to the United 
States Congress, 30 July 2020, url, p. 72 
1121 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Bamyan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020), url  
1122 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Afghanistan - Bamyan, url  
1123 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Bamyan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020), url  
1124 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Bamyan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020), url  
1125 Khaama Press, Senior Security Officials on the Run after Raping a Young Woman in Bamyan Province, 14 August 2019, 
url; USDOS, Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 - Afghanistan, 11 March 2020, url, p. 34 

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-50479678/meet-the-women-on-a-mission-to-clear-landmines
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/S_2020_210_E.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.khaama.com/senior-security-officials-on-the-run-after-raping-a-young-woman-in-bamyan-province-03628/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/AFGHANISTAN-2019-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
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reaching almost 50 %1126 and with a high female turnout reported.1127 However, across the whole 
province the 2019 voter turnout remained low compared to previous elections.1128 In the Asia 
CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ нлмф {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ tŜƻǇƭŜΣ л-25 % of respondents in Bamyan province reported 
to have experienced fear while voting.1129 {ƻƳŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ YŀōǳƭΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŀƭǊŜȊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ ²ŀǊŘŀƪ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1130 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
!!bΣ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ Řŀȅ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅΦ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ 
ŀǎ YŀƘƳŀǊŘΣ {ŀȅƎƘŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ƘƛōŀǊΣ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀƳǇŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ {ŀǊπŜ vǳƴŘƛ .ŀƎƘŀƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƳŀƴŘŀō ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ {ƘƛōŀǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ 
ƘƛƎƘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǊƻǳǘŜǎΦ1131 ! ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ 
ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ .ŀƎƘƭŀƴΩǎ ¢ŀƭŀ ²ŀ .ŀǊŦŀƪ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŀȅΦ1132 ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ 
!ƎŜƴŎŜ CǊŀƴŎŜ tǊŜǎǎŜ ό!Ctύ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ Řŀȅ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1133 
wŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ±ƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ WƛƘŀŘΣ !/[95 ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ Řŀȅ ƛƴ .ŀƳȅŀƴ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ƛƴ YŀƘƳŀǊŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ1134  

2.6.3.2 Displacement  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020, reporting 175 persons displaced 
from Bamyan province. The majority of IDPs (126 individuals) were displaced from Shibar district in 
January 2020. A smaller group of 49 IDPs was displaced from Sayghan district in February 2020. All 
IDPs found refuge in Kabul province (Kabul district).1135 

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020, reporting 730 persons displaced 
to Bamyan province, all coming from Jalrez district in Wardak province and finding refuge in Bamyan 
district in August 2019.1136 Surging insecurity and intensifying conflict between armed opposition 
groups and public uprising forces over control of the strategic area connecting Bamyan and Kabul 
province were reported to have displaced hundreds of people from their villages in the Maydan Valley 
(Jalrez district) of Wardak province. The IDPs found refuge in Bamyan province. When the situation in 
some villages in Jalrez improved, several displaced families were reported to have returned home or 
moved further on towards Kabul.1137 According to IOM displacement data published in August and 
October 2019, most IDPs and returnees in Bamyan province resided in Bamyan district, followed by 
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Kahmard district.1138 According to UNHCR, Bamyan is one of the four provinces with the highest 
percentage of returnees who originate there but choose to live somewhere else once they return.1139 

 

2.7 Daykundi 

2.7.1 General description of the province  

 

Map 7: Afghanistan ς Daykundi province, source: UNOCHA1140     

5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƘƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ DƘƻǊ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǎǘΣ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘπŜŀǎǘΣ DƘŀȊƴƛ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘπŜŀǎǘΣ ¦ǊǳȊƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘπǿŜǎǘΦ1141 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜΥ 
!ǎƘǘŀǊƭŀȅΣ bƛƭƛΣ YŀƧǊŀƴΣ YƘŀŘƛǊΣ YƛǘƛΣ aƛǊŀƳƻǊΣ {ŀƴƎπŜ ¢ŀƪƘǘΣ {ƘŀƘǊŜǎǘŀƴΣ DƛȊŀōκtŀǘƻƻ ŀƴŘ bŀǿƳŜǎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛǎ bƛƭƛΦ1142  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ ¦ǊǳȊƎŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛƴ нллоΦ1143 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǘŎƘ ŜƳōŀǎǎȅ ƛƴ YŀōǳƭΣ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ 
ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¦ǊǳȊƎŀƴ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нллпΦ1144 
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1141 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Daykundi Province - District Atlas, April 2014, url 
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url; Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2020-21, June 2020, url, p. 34 
1143 Pajhwok Afghan News, Mineral Resources of Daikundi Province, 1 February 2014, url 
1144 Netherlands, Embassy in Kabul (The), Context Analysis - URUZGAN Province, August 2006, url, p. 3  
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ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¦ǊǳȊƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǇƭƛǘ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ1145 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!b ŀƴŀƭȅǎǘ aŀǊǘƛƴŜ Ǿŀƴ .ƛƧƭŜǊǘΣ ƛƴ нлммΣ 
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LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΣ DƛȊŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦ǊǳȊƎŀƴ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ό/{hύΦ1149 

In March 2016, the Hazara-ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ bŀǿƳŜǎƘ ǿŀǎ ΨǎǇƭƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎƘǘǳƴ-majority 
.ŀƎƘǊŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩ ōȅ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ Lƴ WǳƴŜ нлмтΣ ƛǘǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ bŀǿƳŜǎƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ΨǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
AAN analyst Thomas Ruttig, Ψ άtemporaryέ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ώΧϐ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻŦ 
the 2004 constitution by the president due to security or other considerations, but have not yet been 
approved by parliament.Ω1150 UNAMA as well as AAN and several media sources mentioned Nawmesh 
district as part of Daykundi province in 2019.1151 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ нлнлπнм ōȅ NSIAΣ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ рмс рлпΦ1152 !ǎ 
5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀȊŀǊŀƧŀǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ1153Σ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ IŀȊŀǊŀΦ hǘƘŜǊ 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŀǎƘǘǳƴΣ .ŀƭƻŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ {ŀȅŜŘκ{ŀŘŀǘΦ1154 DƛȊŀōκtŀǘƻƻ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛȄŜŘ 
tŀǎƘǘǳƴπIŀȊŀǊŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ1155 

5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ΨŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΩΦ1156 aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ 
ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǎƴƻǿŦŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ1157 CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ 
нлмфΣ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ōȅ tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
tŀǘƻƻκDƛȊŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ bƛƭƛ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƭƻƴƎΦ1158 Ψ.ŀŘΩ ǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
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ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1159 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
ŎƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлмуΣ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŀǎǇƘŀƭǘŜŘ ǊƻŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦΩ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ŎƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ Ψƴƻǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩ 
ŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƭŀƴŘΦ1160  

Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ ¦b {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘΣ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǊŜƳƛǘǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1161 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦bh5/Ωǎ hǇƛǳƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ нлмуΣ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
ŀƳƻƴƎ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴϥǎ мл Ƴŀƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ нлмуΤ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ м ллл ƘŜŎǘŀǊŜǎΦ /ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмтΣ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ рл ҈ ƛƴ нлмуΣ 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜΩΦ1162 ¦bh5/ Řŀǘŀ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ !!b 
ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлнл ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀ рн ҈ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƘƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜύΦ1163 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦bh5/Σ млл ҈ ƻŦ 
ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ǘŀȄŜǎ ƛƴ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴǘƛπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ1164 

2.7.2 Conflict background and actors in Daykundi 

/ŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ƭƛƪŜ tŀƴƧǎƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƘƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜύΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘπŘǊƛǾŜƴ 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ1165 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŎƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŀƴƧǎƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΣ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƘŜǎƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƻǊ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ1166 

aƛŘπWǳƭȅ нлмфΣ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ 
ƻŦ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΦ1167 The situation in the districts of Gizab/Patoo, Ashtarlay and 
Khadir has been indicated as volatile.1168 Kajran and Nawmesh districts are equally reported among 
tƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ1169 Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ¦bh/I! ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ΨǘŜƴǎŜΩ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ YŀƧǊŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŀǘƻƻ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƴƻƴπǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǊƳŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ1170 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ [ŀƴŘƛƴŦƻ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛΦ1171  

Several sources related the security situation in the aforementioned districts to their sharing borders 
with insecure areas in neighbouring provinces such as Helmand, Uruzgan, Ghor and Ghazni.1172 For 

 

1159 Afghanistan FSC, Daykundi Province Fact Findings (Qualitative Assessment) Report, 18 April 2018, url, p. 3  
1160 Tolonews, Daikundi Secure but Lacks Development: Residents, 6 April 2018, url 
1161 UNSG, The Situation in Afghanistan and Its Implications for International Peace & Security, A/73/777ςS/2019/193, 28 
February 2019, url, p. 13 
1162 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November 2018, url, pp. 10, 11, 17, 19 
1163 Bjelica, J., New World Drug Report: Opium Production in Afghanistan Remained the Same in 2019, AAN, 25 June 2020, 
url 
1164 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018: Challenges to Sustainable Development, Peace and 
Security, 30 July 2019, url, p. 64 
1165 5²Σ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΥ Ψ! [ŀǘŜƴǘ Lƴǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 5ƻƳƛƴŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ tƛŎǘǳǊŜΩΣ мп aŀǊŎƘ нлмтΣ url; Tolonews, Daikundi Secure but Lacks 
Development: Residents, 6 April 2018, url; Qaane, E., The 2018 Election Observed (7) in Daikundi: The Outstanding Role of 
Women, AAN, 27 January 2019, url; Ruttig, T., Spring Offensive and Flooding Since the Afghan New Year, 7 April 2019, url; 
An international organisation Landinfo spoke to in October 2019. Norway, Landinfo, Afghanistan: Sikkerhetssituasjon og 
konfliktmonster i 2019, 22 January 2020, url, p. 13; Sweden, Lifos/Migrationsverket, Säkerhetsläget i Afghanistan (Version 
2.0), 7 April 2020, url, p. 51 
1166 Pajhwok Afghan News, 2017 Causalities: Nearly 25,000 People Killed, Wounded in Afghanistan, 14 January 2018, url  
1167 Reporterly, Security Incidents Mount in Daikundi; Why Has the Secured Province Faces Insecurity?, 11 July 2019, url 
1168 ERM, AC301-ERM 09 Conflict Household Assessment Report in Nili District of Daykundi Province, 23 June 2019, url, p. 1; 
AP, 3 Policemen Die in Attacks on Afghan Police Chief, Governor, 21 April 2020, url 
1169 Reporterly, Security Incidents Mount in Daikundi; Why Has the Secured Province Faces Insecurity?, 11 July 2019, url  
1170 UNOCHA, Afghanistan - Weekly Humanitarian Update (9 - 15 September 2019), 15 September, url, p. 2 
1171 Norway, Landinfo, Afghanistan: Sikkerhetssituasjon og konfliktmonster i 2019, 22 January 2020, url, p. 26 
1172 Pajhwok Afghan News, Daikundi Residents Concerned About Daesh in Neighborhood, 3 June 2018, url; Reporterly, 
Security Incidents Mount in Daikundi; Why Has the Secured Province Faces Insecurity?, 11 July 2019, url  
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ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ YŀƧǊŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǊƻǳǘŜΩ 
through Helmand and Spin Boldak in Kandahar province.1173 According to provincial government 
officials, the increasing insecurity in some of DaykunŘƛΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ 
coordination among security forces and local departments1174 and to a lack of military equipment, 
often exploited by militant groups.1175 As stated by AAN analyst Ehsan Qaane, the creation of Patoo 
district affected the security situation in the region, as it sowed local discord.1176 According to a 
provincial police spokesperson, the establishment of Patoo as a new district resulted in local Taliban 
commanders being forced to leave the area. Retreating to neighbouring Uruzgan province, these 
commanders affiliated with Taliban groups there to attack the southern region of Daykundi 
province.1177 Daykundi residents cited by Pajhwok Afghan News related the instability in the province 
to a competition among political parties, often connected to local armed groups. Their rivalries fuelling 
tension, distrust and division in the area.1178 

An LWJ assessment mapping Taliban control in Afghanistan in a frequently updated map and based on 
open-source information, consulted on 2 July нлнлΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ DƛȊŀōκtŀǘƻƻ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǎ ΨŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΩΦ 
However, a USDOD assessment of July 2019, reported by LWJ in the same map, designated this district 
ŀǎ ΨƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ-controlledΩΦ YŀƧǊŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǳƴŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀōƭŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀǇΣ ǿƛǘƘ [²W ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ 
ƴƻǊ ¦{5h5Ωǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ΨƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ-controlledΩΦ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘs 
ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ-controlledΩ ƻǊ ΨǳƴŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ1179  

Media sources in 2019 and 2020 reported on a Taliban presence in Kajran1180 and Patoo1181 districts. In 
March 2019, residents of Patoo district declared to Pajhwok Afghan News that their village bazaar was 
under Taliban control and that militants prevented them from buying food.1182 In August 2019, civilian 
protests were reported against increasing violence and Taliban attacks in Kajran and Patoo districts.1183 
Several prominent Taliban figures were reported to have been killed in Kajran district.1184 In July 2019, 
a well-known Taliban commander called Mullah Noor was killed, together with more than 30 other 
militants.1185 Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŦƻǊ bŀǿȊŀŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ 
called Mullah Abdul Wasi was killed, together with several of his militants.1186   

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!b ŀƴŀƭȅǎǘ 9Ƙǎŀƴ vŀŀƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǘƻ YŀōǳƭΣ aŀȊŀǊπŜ 
{ƘŀǊƛŦΣ YŀƴŘŀƘŀǊ ŀƴŘ IŜǊŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜΦ1187 CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴŎȅπŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ WŀƭǊŜȊ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ ²ŀǊŘŀƪ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǊŀƳƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŀȊŀǊŀƧŀǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ 
όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜύΣ ΨƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŀƭǊŜȊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ŜƴǘŀƛƭǎΩΦ vŀŀƴŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ1188 
Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜπǇƭŀǘŜ L95 ŘŜǘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǘƻ DƘŀȊƴƛ 

 

1173 Sarwary, B., [Twitter], posted on: 21 July 2020, url 
1174 Reporterly, Security Incidents Mount in Daikundi; Why Has the Secured Province Faces Insecurity?, 11 July 2019, url  
1175 Pajhwok Afghan News, Daikundi Residents Concerned About Daesh in Neighborhood, 3 June 2018, url 
1176 Qaane, E., The 2018 Election Observed (7) in Daikundi: The Outstanding Role of Women, AAN, 27 January 2019, url  
1177 Reporterly, Security Incidents Mount in Daikundi; Why Has the Secured Province Faces Insecurity?, 11 July 2019, url  
1178 Pajhwok Afghan News, Political Parties Seen As a Source of Insecurity in Daikundi, 14 April 2019, url 
1179 LWJ, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistan, n.d., url (LWJ, however, does not specify when and which information of 
the aforementioned map was last updated.) 
1180 Reporterly, 9 Security Forces Killed & Injured in Taliban Attack in Daikundi, 2 July 2019, url; Reporterly, Security 
Incidents Mount in Daikundi; Why Has the Secured Province Faces Insecurity?, 11 July 2019, url; Xinhua, Taliban Shadow 
District Chiefs Killed in Afghan Provinces, 25 December 2019, url  
1181 Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban Not Allowing Us to Buy Food: Daikundi Residents, 30 March 2019, url 
1182 Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban Not Allowing Us to Buy Food: Daikundi Residents, 30 March 2019, url 
1183 Pajhwok Afghan News, Daikundi Residents Rally against Mounting Instability, 3 August 2020, url 
1184 See sources mentioned below. 
1185 Reporterly, 9 Security Forces Killed & Injured in Taliban Attack in Daikundi, 2 July 2019, url 
1186 Xinhua, Taliban Shadow District Chiefs Killed in Afghan Provinces, 25 December 2019, url 
1187 Qaane, E., The 2018 Election Observed (7) in Daikundi: The Outstanding Role of Women, AAN, 27 January 2019, url 
1188 Qaane, E., One Land, Two Rules (9): Delivering Public Services in Insurgency-Affected Jalrez District of Wardak Province, 
AAN, 16 December 2019, url 
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ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ƛƳǇŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ Ƴƛƴƛōǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мл ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ф ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ¦b!a!Σ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻŀŘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ΨŎƭƻǎŜŘΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΦ1189  

No security incidents specifically attributed to ISKP have been recorded in Daykundi province between 
1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020 by ACLED. One incident was recorded in June 2019, in which 10 
Taliban and/or ISKP militants were killed and 5 were wounded during ground and air operations by 
Afghan and NATO forces in Kajran district.1190 

Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
нлрǘƘ !b! /ƻǊǇǎΦ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀƛƴΣ !ŘǾƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ !ǎǎƛǎǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ π {ƻǳǘƘ ό¢!!/π
{ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ b!¢hΩǎ wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ ¢!!/π{ ƛǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ¦{ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ YŀƴŘŀƘŀǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1191 

2.7.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population  

2.7.3.1 General  

Lƴ нлмфΣ ¦b!a! ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ тл ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ όпп ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ нс ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘύ ƛƴ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ тм ҈ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмуΦ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻƴπǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ 
L95ǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ1192 wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ1193 ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ л ŀƴŘ рл ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ нлнлΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ1194 

!/[95 ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ пл ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ м aŀǊŎƘ нлмф ǘƻ ол WǳƴŜ нлнл 
ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ нф ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻŘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩΣ у ŀǎ ΨŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴǎκǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩ 
ŀƴŘ о ŀǎ ΨǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩΦ YŀƧǊŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘπǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ stood out as the 
district where most incidents were reported, with 33 incidents recorded. Six incidents were reported 
in Nili district, where the provincial capital is located, and one incident was reported in Khadir district. 
In the rest of the province, no violent incidents were recorded.1195   

 

Figure 9. Daykundi - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians 
from 1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data1196 

 

1189 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 42 
1190 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Daykundi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March 
2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
1191 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan - June 2020, 1 July 2020, url, p. 13 
1192 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94 
1193 Civilian casualty data for 2020 have not yet been published by UNAMA. 
1194 SIGAR, Quarterly Report to the United States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 69; SIGAR, Quarterly Report to the United 
States Congress, 30 July 2020, url, p. 72 
1195 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Daykundi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March 
2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
1196 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Afghanistan - Daykundi, url  

https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
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ACLED coded around 73 ҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩΣ ƻŦ which the 
ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ΨŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ YŀƧǊŀƴΣ 
Nili and Khadir districts. The majority of these armed clashes were attacks by the Taliban on Afghan 
security forces, including military and police personal as well as members of pro-government militias 
or so-called arbakis (the term arbaki is locally often used to refer to members of the Afghan local police 
or other pro-government militias).1197 Examples of such incidents include attacks on military or police 
checkpoints/outposts and bases in Kajran district in June 20191198, in July 20191199, in November 
20191200, in December 20191201 and in March 20201202; in Nili district in July 20191203; in Nawmesh 
district in July 20191204 and in October 20191205; in Patoo district in August 20191206; and in Khadir 
(Kando) district in March 2020.1207 No civilian casualties were reported in these incidents. 

Operations and attacks by Afghan security forces against AGEs were also registered under armed 
clashes by ACLED.1208 For example in August 20191209 and December 20191210, several Taliban militants 
were killed and wounded in ANDSF operations in Kajran district. In October 20191211 and November 
20191212Σ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ CƻǊŎŜǎΩ ǊŀƛŘǎ ƛƴ DƛȊŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  

AGEs using roadside bombs or IEDs, often targeting the Afghan security forces, represented 10 % of all 
reported security incidents in Daykundi.1213 For example in April 2020, the car of a provincial police 
chief hit a roadside bomb, causing several ANP casualties.1214 Some of the IED incidents resulted in 
casualties among civilians. This happened in May 2019, when a civilian vehicle hit a roadside bomb in 
Nawmesh district, killing seven civilians and wounding several others.1215 

Air/drone strikes represented 10 % of all reported violent incidents in Daykundi. Three of these 
air/drone strikes were carried out by Afghan military forces in Kajran district in December 2019, killing 
around 18 Taliban militants and wounding several others. One air/drone strike was reportedly carried 
out by NATO forces in April 2020, also in Kajran district, causing one civilian casualty.1216  

 

1197 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Daykundi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March 
2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
1198 Pajhwok Afghan News, 25 Security Forces Killed, Injured in Daikundi Attack, 28 June 2019, url; Xinhua, 8 Police Killed in 
Afghanistan's Central Province, 28 June 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 28-July 4, 4 July 2019, url 
1199 Reporterly, 9 Security Forces Killed & Injured in Taliban Attack in Daikundi, 2 July 2019, url  
1200 Al Jazeera, Blast Targets UN Vehicle in Afghanistan Killing One Foreigner, 24 November 2019, url; Khaama Press, Afghan 
Forces Suffer Casualties in Taliban Attack in Daikundi Province, 24 November 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 8 Security 
Personnel Killed, 5 Wounded in Daikundi Assault, 24 November 2019, url 
1201 Xinhua, Taliban Shadow District Chiefs Killed in Afghan Provinces, 25 December 2019, url 
1202 1TV, Four Killed in Attack Police Checkpoints in Daikundi, 29 March 2020, url 
1203 Pajhwok Afghan News, 7 Security Forces, 6 Rebels Killed in Fresh Offensives, 4 July 2019, url 
1204 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 25-Aug. 1, 1 August 2019, url  
1205 Pajhwok Afghan News, 5 Killed, 7 Wounded in Fresh Wave of Violence, 7 October 2019, url 
1206 RFE/RL, At Least 10 Afghan Police Killed in Taliban Attack on Security Checkpoint, 2 August 2019, url; VoA, Afghan 
Official: Taliban Strike Police Checkpoint, Kill 10, 2 August 2019, url  
1207 Pajhwok Afghan News, 4 Police Killed, 8 Injured in Daikundi Clash, 29 March 2020, url 
1208 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Daykundi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March 
2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
1209 Khaama Press, Afghan Forces Inflict Heavy Casualties on Taliban in Daikundi and Kandahar, 3 August 2019, url 
1210 Pajhwok Afghan News, 7 Taliban Killed in Daikundi Operation, 27 December 2019, url 
1211 Khaama Press, Special Forces Kill, Detain 38 Taliban Militants in Daykundi and Wardak, 31 October 2019, url 
1212 Khaama Press, Special Forces Kill, Detain 27 Taliban and ISIS Militants in 6 Provinces, 19 November 2019, url 
1213 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Daykundi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March 
2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
1214 AP, 3 Policemen Die in Attacks on Afghan Police Chief, Governor, 21 April 2020, url 
1215 Pajhwok Afghan News, Daikundi Blast: 7 People Killed, 4 Injured, 10 May 2019, url 
1216 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Daykundi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March 
2019 - 30 June 2020), url 

https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/06/28/25-security-forces-killed-injured-daikundi-attack
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-06/28/c_138181425.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/23/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
http://reporterly.net/live/newsfeed/tuesday-july-2/9-security-forces-killed-injured-in-taliban-attack-in-daikundi/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/11/blast-targets-vehicle-afghanistan-killing-foreigner-191124153553709.html
https://www.khaama.com/afghan-forces-suffer-casualties-in-taliban-attack-in-daikundi-province-04389/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/11/24/8-security-personnel-killed-5-wounded-daikundi-assault
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/25/c_138657465.htm
http://www.1tvnews.af/en/news/afghanistan/41659-four-killed-in-attack-on-police-checkpoints-in-daikundi-
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/07/04/7-security-forces-6-rebels-killed-fresh-offensives
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/01/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/10/07/5-killed-7-wounded-fresh-wave-violence
https://www.rferl.org/a/at-least-10-afghan-police-killed-in-taliban-attack-on-security-checkpoint/30089128.html
https://www.voanews.com/south-central-asia/afghan-official-taliban-strike-police-checkpoint-kill-10
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/03/29/4-police-killed-8-injured-daikundi-clash
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.khaama.com/afghan-forces-inflict-heavy-casualties-on-taliban-militants-in-daikundi-and-kandahar-03540/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/12/27/7-taliban-killed-daikundi-operation
https://www.khaama.com/special-forces-kill-detain-38-taliban-militants-in-daykundi-and-wardak-provinces-04298/
https://www.khaama.com/special-forces-kill-detain-27-taliban-and-isis-militants-in-6-provinces-04359/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://apnews.com/4f62ee22cc65c6411d4221d76c2d042e
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/05/10/daikundi-blast-7-people-killed-4-injured
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ACLED categorised 8 ҈ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ΨǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩΦ1217 In October 2019, two polio-vaccinators were abducted by the Taliban in Nawmesh district. 
After the mediation of community elders, they were released three days later.1218 In January 2020, two 
trucks loaded with food were looted by Taliban militants in Kajran district. The drivers were abducted 
by the AGEs, but later released.1219 In June 2020, 53 civilians were reportedly taken hostage by the 
Taliban1220, while on their way from Kajran district to Kiti district. Local elders were involved to 
negotiate the release.1221  

5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛΩǎ ǾƻǘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ 
28 September 2019 represented the highest of all provinces, reaching over 55 %1222, with a high female 
turnout reported.1223 However, across the whole province the 2019 voter turnout remained low 
compared to previous elections.1224 In the Asia Foundations 2019 Survey of the Afghan People, 26-
50 % of respondents in Daykundi province reported to have experienced fear while voting.1225 {ƻƳŜ 
ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ŀƴŘ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ YŀōǳƭΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƴƻǘ 
ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
WŀƭǊŜȊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ ²ŀǊŘŀƪ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1226 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ Řŀȅ ƛƴ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿŜƴǘ 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅΦ ! ƭƻŎŀƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ /ƛǾƛƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ CƻǊǳƳ 
hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ό!/{Chύ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƘŀŘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ YŀƧǊŀƴΣ tŀǘƻƻ ŀƴŘ bŀǿŀƳŜǎƘ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ1227 Without providing further details, Pajhwok Afghan News reported on election related 
attacks on polling day in Daykundi province.1228 ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ .ǳƪπŜ {ǳŦ ƛƴ YŀƧǊŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣ ƴƻ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΦ1229 

2.7.3.2 Displacement  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020, reporting 2 390 persons displaced 
from Daykundi, from whom the majority (1 075) found refuge within the province itself (in Kajran and 
Nili districts). The remaining 1 315 IDPs from Daykundi sought shelter in the southern provinces of 
Kandahar (Spin Boldak district) and Helmand (Nahr-e Saraj district), in Kabul province (Kabul district) 
and in the western provinces of Herat (Injil district) and Ghor (Chag Charan district). The majority of 
IDPs in Daykundi province were displaced from Kajran district, with a peak of 874 individuals in July 
2019 and a smaller number of 103 individuals in January 2020 and from Gizab/Patoo district with a 
peak of 983 individuals in December 2019 and a smaller number of 51 individuals in June 2019. Minor 

 

1217 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Daykundi; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against Civilians; 1 March 
2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
1218 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 49 
1219 Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban Rebels Accused of Looting Food-Laden Trucks, 24 January 2020, url 
1220 However, the Taliban denied their involvement in the hostage-taking. Tolonews, [Twitter], posted on: 20 June 2020, url 
1221 1TV, Taliban Abduct 53 Civilians in Daikundi, 20 June 2020, url 
1222 Adili, AΦΣ ¸ΦΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ нлмф 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όнпύΥ 5ƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ wŜŎƻǳƴǘΣ ¢ƘǊŜŀǘǎ bƻǘ ǘƻ !ŎŎŜǇǘ wŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ {ƻƳŜ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 
New Data, AAN, 21 November 2019, url; SIGAR, Quarterly Report to the United States Congress, 30 January 2020, url, p. 98 
1223 RFE/RL, Five Takeaways from Afghanistan's Presidential Election, 28 September 2019, url 
1224 !ŘƛƭƛΣ !ΦΣ ¸ΦΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ нлмф 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όмуύΥ Iƻǿ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ Bamyan, Daikundi and Lal Wa Sarjangal Voted, AAN, 16 
October 2019, url 
1225 Asia Foundation (The), A Survey of the Afghan People - Afghanistan in 2019, 2 December 2019, url, p. 62 
1226 !ŘƛƭƛΣ !ΦΣ ¸ΦΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ нлмф 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ό18): How the People of Bamyan, Daikundi and Lal Wa Sarjangal Voted, AAN, 16 
October 2019, url; Qaane, E., One Land, Two Rules (9): Delivering Public Services in Insurgency-Affected Jalrez District of 
Wardak Province, AAN, 16 December 2019, url 
1227 !ŘƛƭƛΣ !ΦΣ ¸ΦΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ нлмф 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όмуύΥ Iƻǿ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ .ŀƳȅŀƴΣ 5ŀƛƪǳƴŘƛ ŀƴŘ [ŀƭ ²ŀ {ŀǊƧŀƴƎŀƭ ±ƻǘŜŘΣ !!bΣ мс 
October 2019, url  
1228 Pajhwok Afghan News, 32 Killed, 123 Wounded in Election Day Attacks, 28 September 2019, url 
1229 .ƧŜƭƛŎŀΣ WΦ ŀƴŘ wǳǘǘƛƎΣ ¢Φ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ нлмф 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όммύΥ A First Look at How E-Day Went, AAN, 28 September 2019, url; 
!ŘƛƭƛΣ !ΦΣ ¸ΦΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ нлмф 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όмуύΥ Iƻǿ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ .ŀƳȅŀƴΣ 5ŀƛƪǳƴŘƛ ŀƴŘ [ŀƭ ²ŀ {ŀǊƧŀƴƎŀƭ ±ƻǘŜŘΣ !!bΣ мс 
October 2019, url  
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https://twitter.com/TOLOnews/status/1274380150520664064
http://www.1tvnews.af/en/news/afghanistan/42308-taliban-abduct-53-civilians-in-daikundi
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https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-01-30qr.pdf
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https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/2019_Afghan_Survey_Full-Report.pdf
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https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/one-land-two-rules-9-delivering-public-services-in-insurgency-affected-jalrez-district-of-wardak-province/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-18-how-the-hazaras-of-bamyan-daikundi-and-lal-wa-sarjangal-voted/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/09/28/32-killed-123-wounded-election-day-attacks
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-10-a-first-look-at-how-e-day-went/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-landscape/afghanistans-2019-election-18-how-the-hazaras-of-bamyan-daikundi-and-lal-wa-sarjangal-voted/
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groups of IDPs were displaced from Ashtarlay district in October 2019 and from Nili, Sang-e Takht and 
Kiti districts in January and February 2020.1230 

No conflict-induced internal displacement to Daykundi province from other provinces was reported by 
UNOCHA for the period 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020.1231 

Fighting between Taliban militants and Afghan government troops in Gizab/Patoo district, as well as 
personal disputes between local commanders in Ashtarlay and Khadir districts were reported to have 
caused displacements to the area of Nili City in June 2019.1232 In July and August 2019, UNOCHA 
reported on continuing clashes over the strategic control of the Bazar Mushtarak area in Kajran district, 
causing the displacement of large numbers of people to various locations.1233 Several villages in the 
area were reported to be inaccessible due to conflict and mine contamination.1234 

According to IOM displacement data published in August and October 2019, most IDPs and returnees 
in Daykundi province resided in Khadir district, followed by Nili and Miramor districts.1235  

 

 

 

 

1230 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 
1231 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 
1232 ERM, AC301-ERM 09 Conflict Household Assessment Report in Nili District of Daykundi Province, 23 June 2019, url, p. 1 
1233 UNOCHA, Afghanistan - Weekly Humanitarian Update (29 July - 4 August 2019), 4 August 2019, url, p. 2 
1234 UNOCHA, Afghanistan - Weekly Humanitarian Update (12 - 19 August 2019), 19 August 2019, url, p. 2 
1235 IOM, Afghanistan - Daykundi Baseline Mobility Assessment Summary Results Round 7 (October - December 2018), 1 
August 2019, url, pp. 1, 2, 6; IOM, DTM Afghanistan Baseline Mobility Assessment I District Level I Total Inflow 
(Returnees+IDPs) I June 2019 I Province: Daykundi, 9 October 2019, url 

https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ac301_erm9_assessment_report_for_09_conflict_idp_hh_in_nili_fv.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/AFG-Weekly-Humanitarian-Update-29_Jul_4_Aug_2019.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_weekly_humanitarian_update_19_august-2019.pdf
https://displacement.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/IOM-AFG-DTM-Baseline-Mobility-Assessment-Summary-Results-December-2018-Daykundi-EN.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=7033
https://displacement.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/AFG_DTM_June2019_B2_Province_Overview_A3L_Daykundi_0.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=6796
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2.8 Farah 

2.8.1 General description of the province 

 
Map 8: Afghanistan ς Farah province, source: UNOCHA1236  

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ CŀǊŀƘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ IŜǊŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ 
DƘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘπŜŀǎǘΣ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘπŜŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ bƛƳǊƻȊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ LǊŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜǎǘΦ1237 CŀǊŀƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǳƴƛǘǎΥ !ƴŀǊ 5ŀǊŀΣ .ŀƪǿŀΣ .ŀƭŀ 
.ǳƭǳƪΣ CŀǊŀƘΣ DǳƭƛǎǘŀƴΣ YƘŀƪπŜ {ŀŦŜŘΣ [ŀǎƘπŜ WǳǿŀȅƴΣ tǳǊ /ƘŀƳŀƴΣ tǳǎƘǘǊǳŘΣ vŀƭŀπƛ YŀƘ όŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ tǳǎƘǘπ
YƻƘύ ŀƴŘ {Ƙƛō YƻƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ CŀǊŀƘ ƛǎ CŀǊŀƘΦ1238   

!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ NSIA ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ CŀǊŀƘ ŀǘ 563 026 ƛƴ нлнлπнмΣ ǿƛǘƘ мну лпт ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΦ1239 ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ CŀǊŀƘϥǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŀƧƛƪ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ IŀȊŀǊŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΦ1240 !ȅƭŀǘΣ aǳƎŀƭΣ {ŀŘŀǘΣ .ƻƳƻŘƛΣ 
!ȅƳŀǉΣ .ŀǊŀƘŀǿƛ ŀƴŘ .ŀƭƻŎƘ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ CŀǊŀƘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΦ1241 

tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎ wƻŀŘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CŀǊŀƘΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ bƛƳǊƻȊ ŀƴŘ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘπŜŀǎǘΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ1242 
/ǊƻǎǎπōƻǊŘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ LǊŀƴ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǘ !ōǳ bŀǎǊ CŀǊŀƘƛ ǇƻǊǘΦ1243 Lƴ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΣ ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 

 

1236 UNOCHA, Afghanistan, Farah Province - District Atlas, April 2014, url 
1237 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Farah Province District Atlas, April 2014, url  
1238 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential Elections ς Final results by Polling Stations: Province Farah, 2020, url; 
Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan 2020-21, d.n., url, pp. 5 and 43 
1239 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan 2020-21, d.n., url, pp. 5 and 43 
1240 US, Naval Postgraduate School, Farah Provincial Overview, n.d., url   
1241 Pajhwok Afghan News, Background Profile of Farah, n.d., url 
1242 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘ ό¢ƘŜύΣ Yŀōǳƭϥǎ tƭŀƴ ǘƻ wŜŀƭƛȊŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ 5ƛǾƛŘŜƴŘΣ р 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмтΣ url 
1243 Tolonews, Import Ban Affects Business In Farah Port, 21 September 2018, url; IRNA, Afghanistan opens Farah border to 
Iranian goods, 4 November 2018, url 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Farah.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Farah.pdf
http://www.iec.org.af/results/en/home/finalresult_by_pc/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
https://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/farah
http://elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/background-profile-farah
https://thediplomat.com/2017/12/kabuls-plan-to-realize-afghanistans-geographic-dividend/
https://www.tolonews.com/business/import-ban-affects-business-farah-port
http://www.irna.ir/en/News/83089168
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ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀƴǘπŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ1244 Lƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнлΣ ¦bh5/ ŎƛǘŜŘ ώŘǊǳƎϐ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
CŀǊŀƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ CŀǊŀƘ ŀƴŘ bƛƳǊƻȊΣ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ CŀǊŀƘ ŀƴŘ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ CŀǊŀƘ ŀƴŘ LǊŀƴΦ1245 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлму ¦bh5/ hǇƛǳƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ CŀǊŀƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳ ǇƻǇǇȅπŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ1246 wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƘŜŎǘŀǊŜǎΣ CŀǊŀƘ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ 
рǘƘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ нлмуΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǇȅ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜ ōȅ мр ҈ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 
нлмт1247Σ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ пм ҈ ƛƴ нлмт ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмсΦ1248 Lƴ нлнлΣ 
¦bh5/ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǎƻƳŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪŜǊǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƴŜŀǊŜǊ нл ƻǊ ол ώƛƭƭƛŎƛǘ ƻǇƛǳƳ 
ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎϐ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ CŀǊŀƘΩΦ1249 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ƛƴ нлмфΣ ƻǇƛǳƳ ǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ CŀǊŀƘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ но ҈ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмуΦ1250 

2.8.2 Conflict background and actors in Farah  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ нллм ŀƴŘ ƪŜǇǘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ς ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ .ŀƭŀ .ǳƭǳƪΦ1251 Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ tƻǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ сл ҈ ƻŦ CŀǊŀƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ мл ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ǘƻƻ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ 
ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ1252 Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΣ 9ǘƛƭŀŀǘǊƻȊ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŀ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ CŀǊŀƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƛǘŜŘ {ƘŀƘ aŀƘƳƻƻŘ 
bŀƛƳƛΣ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ CŀǊŀƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ώƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴϐ Ψ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ 
ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ YƘŀƪπŜ {ŀŦŜŘΣ {Ƙƛō YƻƘΣ .ŀƪǿŀΣ DǳƭƛǎǘŀƴΣ .ŀƭŀ .ǳƭǳƪ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ о ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ όŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎύΦΩ bŀƛƳƛ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ΨŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳǘŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦΩ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ CŀǊŀƘ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ hƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ1253 !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ 
CŀǊŀƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1254  

Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ !Ǌƛŀƴŀ bŜǿǎ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƛƴ CŀǊŀƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎ 
ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƴŀǊ 5ŀǊŀƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦΩ1255 Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ƛƴ tǳǊ /ƘŀƳŀƴ1256 ŀƴŘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмф ƛƴ 
.ŀƪǿŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ1257 hƴ т WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ Ψƛƴ ƻǳǘǎƪƛǊǘ ƻŦ CŀǊŀƘ City and in Bala Blok and Qal-
e-YŀƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΩΦ1258 While oƴ нл WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ Yŀōǳƭ bƻǿ ƴŜǿǎ ŎƛǘŜŘ !ōŘǳƭ {ŀǘǘŀǊ IǳǎǎŀƛƴƛΣ ŀ aŜƳōŜǊ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ CǊƛŘŀȅ ōƭŀŎƪ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛƴ CŀǊŀƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

 

1244 Tolonews, Import Ban Affects Business In Farah Port, 21 September 2018, url  
1245 ¦bh5/Σ h!t¢ ǳǇŘŀǘŜΣ ΨǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ vǳŎƘŀǉōŀǊΩΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛŀǘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 
drug traffickers, 22 April 2020, url, p. 16 
1246 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November 2018, url, p. 16 
1247 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November 2018, url, p. 17 
1248 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2017, November 2017, url, p. 16 
1249 ¦bh5/Σ !h¢t ǳǇŘŀǘŜΣ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ άvǳŎƘŀǉōŀǊέ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǇƛŀǘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 
drug traffickers, 22 April 2020, url, p. 25 
1250 AAN, New world drug report: opium production in Afghanistan remained the same in 2019, 25 June 2020, url 
1251 Ruttig, T., Why Farah? A short history of the local insurgency (II), AAN, 7 June 2018, url 
1252 Washington Post (The), Outgunned in urban centers, Taliban wages fierce fight in remote western Afghanistan, 26 
February 2018, url 
1253 Etilaatroz, имϽ͵ етϜ еуͺзЂ ϤϝУЯϦ ϝϦ дϝϡЮϝА ϤϝͭϽϳϦ ЅтϜϿТϜ ϾϜ ̫ϼнЇͭ ϞϽО ͼϧузвϜ ИϝЎмϜ ͼЂϼϽϠ [informal 

ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ ΨǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΤ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊƻǳǇΩΣ], 30 August 2019, url 
1254 Ariana News, Afghan forces retreat from Anar Darah district of Farah province, 7 September 2019, url 
1255 Ariana News, Afghan forces retreat from Anar Darah district of Farah province, 7 September 2019, url 
1256 Ariana News, 7 civilians rescued from Taliban prison in Farah, 7 October 2019, url 
1257 Ariana News, Afghan forces rescued 13 people from Taliban prison in Farah, 6 September 2019, url 
1258 Afghanistan Times, Several villages of Farah purged of Taliban presence, 7 January 2020, url 
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ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎƻƭŘ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ǎŜƛȊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !b5{CΦ1259 According to information by LWJ collected and 
presented in a map, Gulistan, Bala Buluk, Saheb Koh, Anar Dara and Khak-e Safed districts of Farah 
province were under Taliban control, Qala-i Kah, Posht-e Rod, Bakwa, Pur Chaman districts as well as 
Farah City were contested, while Lash-e Juwayn district was under government controlΦ1260 Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ 
нлнлΣ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǊŀƘπIŜǊŀǘ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ1261 hƴ мл aŀȅ нлнлΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦ CŀǊŀƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΦ1262 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦b {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŀǎ ƻŦ нт aŀȅ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ŦƻǊ CŀǊŀƘ ǿŀǎ aǳƭƭŀƘ aŀǎƘŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ŦƻǊ CŀǊŀƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ aǳƭƭŀƘ !ōŘǳƭ .ŀǊƛΣ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƛǊ 
ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΦ1263 ! ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΦ1264  

Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ нлтǘƘ ½ŀŦŀǊ /ƻǊǇǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !b! ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ CŀǊŀƘΦ1265 !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w{ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ψfunctionality-ōŀǎŜŘΩ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
assistance to ANA 207th Corps and ANP in Farah province.1266   

2.8.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population 

2.8.3.1 General  

In 2019, UNAMA documented 147 civilian casualties, including 87 killed and 60 injured in Farah 
province, which represents 47 % decrease compared to 2018. The leading causes of casualties were 
Non-Suicide IEDs, ground engagements and air strikes.1267 According to SIGAR, RS (Resolute Support) 
recorded between 26 and 50 civilian casualties in Farah province during the first quarter of 20201268, 
and the mentioned source recorded the same number of civilian casualties (between 26 and 50) during 
the second quarter of 2020.1269  

According to ACLED data, between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020 there were 441 security incidents 
recorded in Farah province, of whom 277 were coded as battles, 148 remote violence and 16 incidents 
of violence against civilians. 

 
Figure 10. Farah - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from 
1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data1270 

 

1259 Kabul Now, Taliban retail weapons of Afghan forces in Farah, 20 January 2020, url 
1260 LWJ, Several Districts Change Hands as Fighting Rages in Northern Afghanistan, 6 July 2020, url, however the source 
does not specify when and which information of the aforementioned map was last updated 
1261 Pajhwok Afghan News, Militants close Herat-Farah highway for traffic, 19 March 2020, url 
1262 Pajhwok Afghan News, Former police chief joins Taliban in Farah, 10 May 2020, url; Khaama Press, Interior minister 
reacts to as former chief of Farah joins Taliban, 10 May 2020, url 
1263 UN Security Council, Letter dated 19 May 2020 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant 
to resolution 1988 (2011) addressed to the President of the Security Council, S/2020/415, 27 May 2020, url, pp. 10 and 27 
1264 Ariana News, 103 militants including Taliban shadow governor killed in Farah, 4 August 2019, url 
1265 Afghanistan, MoD, 207 Zafar Corps, n.d., url 
1266 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, June 2020, 1 July 2020, url, p. 14 
1267 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94 
1268 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April 2020 , url, p. 69 
1269 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 July 2020, url, p. 72 
1270 Filters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus; Afghanistan; Farah; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; 
Violence against Civilians; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020, url 
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https://www.pajhwok.com/en/subscription-required?redirect_from=568127
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https://www.undocs.org/S/2020/415
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http://old.mod.gov.af/en/page/corps/zafar-207-corps
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
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https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
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In September 2019, Ariana News indicated that Farah province was one of the insecure provinces in 
the west of Afghanistan.1271 According to UNAMA, at the end of August and beginning of September 
2019, the Taliban carried out extensive attacks against three provincial capitals including the capital of 
Farah province.1272 Several news sources reported that throughout 2019 and the first half of 2020, 
several armed confrontations between the Taliban and the ANDSF took place in Farah province1273, 
including intense fighting in parts of Farah province in June 2020.1274      

In December 2019, TolonŜǿǎ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tŜŀŎŜ aƻǾŜƳent (PPM) who stated that 
27 members of PPM have been abducted by the Taliban. The source quoted Dadullah Qani, member 
of the Farah provincial council, confirming the incident and stating that the group was kidnapped on 
Farah road while travelling from Herat to Nimroz province.1275   

Recent security incidents with impact on civilians in Farah province include: on 5 May 2019, between 
30 and 45 civilian workers were killed, including children, in clashes and air strikes by foreign troops 
on drug production factories in Gulistan and Bakwa districts1276; on 31 July 2019, between 241277 and 
34 people were killed, and around 17 were wounded when a bomb struck a bus on the highway in the 
Ab Khorma area, which links the provincial capitals of Herat and Kandahar1278; on 1 September 2019, 
six people were killed, including women and children when a roadside bomb exploded in Anardara 
district as family members of the local police chief were heading from the district centre to their 
home1279; on 23 November 2019, ten civilians were killed, and five wounded in an air strike in the Gajki 
village of Pushtiroud district1280; on 21 January 2020, Shia News Association indicated [informal 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴϐ ΨǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀlth stated that during the past year, over 50 health 
centres have been destroyed during the conflicts in Afghanistan and 112 others were closed down due 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴ CŀǊŀƘ ŀƴŘ bŀƴƎŀǊƘŀǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΩ1281; on 5 February 2020, two civilians 
were killed, and 10 others were wounded including women and children when a mortar hit Qala-i Kah 
and Shamalgah areas1282; on 9 February 2020, five civilians, who were reportedly businessmen 
travelling from Farah City to Abu Nasar Farahi port were killed in an air strike1283; on 12 May 2020, four 
children were killed by a mortar attack hitting a house in Bala Buluk district.1284 

2.8.3.2 Displacement  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 17 830 persons 
displaced from Farah province, ǿƛǘƘ ус ҈ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ όƳŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ 

 

1271 Ariana News, Afghan forces retreat from Anar Darah district of Farah province, 7 September 2019, url 
1272 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 35 
1273 Ariana News, Taliban attacks border police checkpoint in Farah, 2 June 2019, url; Khaama Press, Afghan special forces 
ǎǘƻǊƳ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ CŀǊŀƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ом aŀȅ нлмфΣ url; Tolonews, Taliban attack pushed back in Farah: 
officials, 16 June 2019, url; Khaama Press, Afghan forces inflict casualties on Mullah Mushtaghfir, Mullah Muhajir militants 
in Farah, 7 August 2019, url; Tolonews, Heavy clashes ongoing in Farah: officials, 6 September 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan 
News, Farah: police officer among 3 killed in insurgent attack, 20 March 2020, url; NYT, Afghan war casualty report: May 
2020, 28 May 2020, url 
1274 Ariana News, Taliban attacks intensified in most parts of Afghanistan recently, 15 June 2020, url 
1275 Tolonews, 27 peace activists taken captive in Farah, 25 December 2019, url 
1276 Pajhwok Afghan News, dozens of civilians, forces killed in Farah, 6 May 2019, url; UNAMA, protection of civilians in 
armed conflicts, special report: airstrike on alleged drug-process facilities, 5 May 2019, 9 October 2019, url 
1277 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of civilians in armed conflict, Quarterly report, 17 October 2019, url, p. 5 
1278 Reuters, Afghanistan highway blast kills at least 34 on bus, injures 17, 31 July 2019, url 
1279 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 26 September 2019, url 
1280 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: November 2019, 2 December 2019, url 
1281 Shia News Association, [unoffiŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴϐ ΨIŜŀƭǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΥ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ рл ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΣ нм WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнлΩΣ url 
1282 1TV News, mortar shelling kills two children, wounds 10 in Farah, 5 February 2020, url  
1283 Tolonews, Farah officials claim civilians were killed in airstrike, 9 February 2020, url 
1284 Afghanistan Times, four children killed in Farah mortar attacks, 12 May 2020, url 
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http://www.1tvnews.af/en/news/afghanistan/41128-mortar-shelling-kills-two-civilians-wounds-10-in-farah
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/farah-officials-claim-civilians-were-killed-airstrike
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/four-children-killed-in-farah-mortar-attacks/


EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGHANISTAN - SECURITY SITUATION τ  119  

 

ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ CŀǊŀƘ ŀƴŘ vŀƭŀπƛ YŀƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎύΣ у ҈ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ YŀƴŘŀƘŀǊΣ о ҈ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ 
ƛƴǘƻ IŜǊŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ о ҈ ƛƴǘƻ bƛƳǊƻȊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1285  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 15 430 persons 
displaced to Farah province, with almost 100 % coming from within the province itself.1286  

During the months of May, June and July 2019, 1 362 individuals were displaced due to conflict from 
Bala Buluk, Khak-e-Safed, Gulistan, Pushtrud, Shib Koh, Anardara and Qala-i Kah districts to the 
surrounding villages of Farah City.1287 In August and September 2019, 1 287 people were displaced due 
to conflict from Bala Buluk, Khak-e Safed, Pur Chaman, Pushtrud, Bakwa, Lash-e Juwayn, Shib Koh, 
Anardara districts and villages of Farah City.1288  

 

1285 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 
1286 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 
1287 UNOCHA, Farah Operational Coordination Team (OCT) meeting minutes, 25 July 2019, url, p. 1 
1288 UNOCHA, Farah Operational Coordination Team (OCT) meeting minutes, 3 October 2019, url, p. 1 

https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/draft_oct_meeting_minutes_-25_july_2019.docx
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/oct_meeting_minutes_-03_oct_2019.docx
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2.9 Faryab 

2.9.1 General description of the province      

 

Map 9: Afghanistan ς Faryab province, source: UNOCHA1289     

 

1289 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Faryab Province - District Atlas, April 2014, url 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographic/faryab-province-district-atlas
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Faryab province is located in the north-western part of Afghanistan and has borders with Jawzjan and 
Sar-e Pul provinces to the east, Ghor province to the south and Badghis province to the south-west 
and an international border with Turkmenistan to the west and north. Faryab province is divided into 
the following administrative units: Almar, Andkhoy, Bilcheragh, Dawlatabad, Garziwan, Khan-e Char 
Bagh, Khwajasabzposh, Kohestan, Maymana, Pashtunkot, Qaramqol, Qaysar, Qorghan, Shirintagab.1290 
The provincial capital is Maymana. According to UNODC, the district of Ghormach became part of 
Faryab in 2017.1291 In August 2018, the Peshawar-based daily newspaper, Frontier Post noted that 
GhormachΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ would be shifted back to Badghis due to security reasons.1292 The 
administrative belonging of Ghormach seems to be disputed. Afghanistan Analysts Network reported 
in 2017 that the central government had already transferred Ghormach to Faryab in 2007, while the 
governor of Faryab did not consider Ghormach to be part of Faryab in 2010.1293 In 2018, AAN stated 
ǘƘŀǘ DƘƻǊƳŀŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ΨǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘΩ ǘƻ CŀǊȅŀō ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴȰǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
numbers which was jointly published by the Central Statistics Organization and the Independent 
Directorate of Local Governance (IDLG).1294 The 2020/21 population estimation of the Afghan NSIA, as 
well as the publication of the 2019 presidential election results by the Independent Election 
Commission again listed Ghormach as part of Badghis.1295   

According to estimates for 2020-2021 by NSIA, the province has a population of 1 109 223, 95 971 of 
whom live in the provincial capital, Maymana.1296 The main ethnic groups in the province are Uzbeks. 
Other groups present include ¢ŀƧƛƪǎκ!ƛƳŀǉǎΣ tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎΣ IŀȊŀǊŀΣ aƻƎƘƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ 
ŜǘƘƴƛŎƛǘƛŜǎΦ1297 

A part of the Ring Road leads through Faryab, connecting the province with neighbouring Jawzjan and 
the regional centre Mazar-e Sharif in Balkh province.1298 According to AAN, parts of the paved highway 
between Badghis and Faryab have been under Taliban control in the past1299 and in March 2018, the 
Taliban were threatening parts of the Ring Road, as well as important provincial roads.1300 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ¦bh/I!Σ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ !ƴŘƪƘƻȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ aŀȅƳŀƴŀ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ 
ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΦ !D9ǎ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀȄƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ1301 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ1302    

!ǎ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ нлнлΣ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŀƛǊ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀȅƳŀƴŀ ŀƴŘ Yŀōǳƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ1303 

 

1290 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential Elections ς Final results by Polling Stations: Province Faryab, 2020, url; 
NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2020-21, June 2020, url, p. 39 
1291 Ali, O., RuttigΣ ¢ΦΣ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ CŀǊȅŀōΥ CƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŜǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦǊƻƴǘlines, AAN, 12 March 2018, 
url; UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November 2018, url, p. 15 
1292 Frontier Post (The), Ghormach falls to Taliban as ANA troops move to Maimana, 28 August 2018, url 
1293 Bjelica, J., How Neglect and Remoteness Bred Insurgency and a Poppy Boom: The story of Badghis, AAN, 22 February 
2017, url 
1294 Ruttig, T., The Afghanistan Election Conundrum (12): Good news and bad news about district numbers, AAN, 16 August 
2018, url 
1295 NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2020-21, June 2020, url, pp. 39, 41; Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 
Presidential Elections ς Final results by Polling Stations: Province Faryab, 2020, url 
1296 NSIA, Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2020-21, June 2020, url, p. 39 
1297 Ali, O., Non-Pashtun Taleban of the North (2): Case studies of Uzbek Taleban in Faryab and Sar-e Pul, AAN, 17 March 
2017, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Background profile Faryab province, n.d., url 
1298 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘ ό¢ƘŜύΣ Yŀōǳƭϥǎ tƭŀƴ ǘƻ wŜŀƭƛȊŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ 5ƛǾƛŘŜƴŘΣ р 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмтΣ url 
1299 Bjelica, J., How Neglect and Remoteness Bred Insurgency and a Poppy Boom: The story of Badghis, AAN, 22 February 
2017, url 
1300 Ali, O., RuttigΣ ¢ΦΣ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ CŀǊȅŀōΥ CƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŜǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦǊƻƴǘƭƛƴŜǎΣ !!bΣ мн aŀǊŎƘ нлмуΣ 
url 
1301 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (13 January ς 19 January 2020), 22 January 2020, url; Salam 
Watandar, Taliban collecting billions through illicit customs, religious taxes, 16 May 2019, url  
1302 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (10 February ς 16 February 2020), 19 February 2020, url 
1303 KamAir, Route Map ς domestic flights, n.d., url 
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!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлму ¦bh5/ hǇƛǳƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ CŀǊȅŀō ǿŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳ ǇƻǇǇȅπ
ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛƴ нлму ς ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘŜƴ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΦ /ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмтΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǇȅπŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜ ƛƴ CŀǊȅŀō ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ сп ҈ ƛƴ 
нлмуΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ¦bh5/ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ DƘƻǊƳŀŎƘ ς ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛȊŜŀōƭŜ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ς ŀǎ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ CŀǊȅŀō ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ нлмуΦ ¦bh5/ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊϥǎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ CŀǊȅŀō ǿŀǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘΦ1304 

2.9.2 Conflict background and actors in Faryab  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ΨώΦΦΦϐ CŀǊȅŀō ƛǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ς ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CŀǊȅŀō ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦ ƛƴ мффт ŀƴŘ 
мффу ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴǘƛπ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜπŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴ нллмΦΩ1305 Lƴ нлмуΣ CŀǊȅŀō ǿŀǎ 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘπǿŜǎǘΩ1306 ǿƛǘƘ Ψŀƴ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘƛƴƎƭȅ 
ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΩΦ1307  

!!b ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴϥǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ CŀǊȅŀō ŦǊƻƳ нллт ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ΨƭƻŎŀƭ WŀƳƛŀǘƛπWƻƳōŜǎƘ ǊƛǾŀƭǊƛŜǎΣ ǇƻǇǇȅπ
ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ōȅ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ 
ƛƴŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΩ1308 ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎΦ1309 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ōǊƻƪŜ ƻǳǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƻπ
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀǎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлмуΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿŜŀƪŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !D9ǎΦ1310  

Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмуΣ !!b ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ς ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴϥǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
нллмΦ {ƛƴŎŜ нллуΣ CŀǊȅŀōΩǎ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ¦ȊōŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ¦ȊōŜƪǎ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ¦ȊōŜƪ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ¢ŀƧƛƪǎΦ 
tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ ƳƛŘπƭŜǾŜƭ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ vŀȅǎŀǊΣ 5ŀǿƭŀǘŀōŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ {ƘƛǊƛƴǘŀƎŀō ǿƘŜǊŜ 
tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ1311 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ !!b ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƻŦ 
ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƴƻƴπtŀǎƘǘǳƴ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ CŀǊȅŀōΩǎ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ tŀǎƘǘǳƴ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¦ȊōŜƪ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƻŦ 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ 
ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΦ1312 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ōŘǳƭ wŀǎƘƛŘ 5ƻǎǘǳƳΣ WƻƳōŜǎƘ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦπǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǎƻƭŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
¦ȊōŜƪ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƻ ¦ȊōŜƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦ {ǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ 5ƻǎǘǳƳ Ǉǳǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ¦ȊōŜƪ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ CŀǊȅŀō ŀƴŘ ƭŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ όWƻƳōŜǎƘύ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀǎ 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !b{C ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ нлмр ŀƴŘ нлмсΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǎƻƳŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƭƻƴƎπǘŜǊƳ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΩΥ 5ƻǎǘǳƳ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
vŀȅǎŀǊΣ 5ŀǿƭŀǘŀōŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ {ƘƛǊƛƴǘŀƎŀō όŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ DƘƻǊƳŀŎƘύ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎΦ [ƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
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ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ƻǎǘǳƳ 
ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ CŀǊȅŀōΦ1313 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴŀƭȅǎǘ 5ŜŜŘŜŜ 5ŜǊƪǎŜƴΣ 5ƻǎǘǳƳΩǎ ǊŜƳƻōƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀǎ 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊǳƴΣ ŀǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀƳŜƴ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ 5ƻǎǘǳƳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ōȅ 5ƻǎǘǳƳ ŘǊƛŜŘ ǳǇΦ1314  

Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ CŀǊȅŀō ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ул ҈ ƻŦ CŀǊȅŀō ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ ¢ǿƻ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǾŜǊƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƘŜŀŘΦ1315 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ 
ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ōŀȊŀŀǊ ƛƴ vŀǊŀƳǉƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜǎƛŜƎŜŘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлмфΦ1316 ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊŜǘƻƻƪ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ vŀǊŀƳǉƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ1317 Lƴ WǳƴŜ нлмфΣ .ƛƭŎƘƛǊŀƎƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !b5{C ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ1318 Lƴ Wǳƭȅ нлмфΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǘŀƪŜ ǘǿƻ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘπŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ƻǳǘǎƪƛǊǘǎ ƻŦ aŀȅƳŀƴŀ /ƛǘȅΦ1319 ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ 5ŀǿƭŀǘŀōŀŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΦ1320 
aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ !ƭƳŀǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмфΦ1321 An 
Afghanistan analyst contacted by the Swedish Migrations Agency (Migrationsverket) in January 2020, 
considered Sar-e Pul and Faryab to be the most Taliban-controlled or influenced provinces in the 
northern region.1322 As of 2 July 2020, an ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ ²ŀǊ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ presented in a frequently 
updated map and based on open-source information, indicated Bilcheragh, Kohestan, Pashtunkot, 
Qaramqol ŀƴŘ {ƘƛǊƛƴǘŀƎŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀǎ Ψ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ-controlledΩΣ !ƴŘƪƘƻȅ ŀƴŘ Khan-e Char Bagh districts as 
ΨƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ-controlledΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ CŀǊȅŀō ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ΨŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΩΦ1323  

According to information at the disposal of the UN Security Council in 2019 and 2020, in Afghanistan 
Central Asian groups are under the direct operational and financial control of the Taliban. The Islamic 
Movement of Uzbekistan is said to have no more than 100 members and operates mainly in Faryab 
and Jowzjan provinces where it maintains links to splinter groups such as Islamic Jihad Group and 
Khatiba Imama al-Bukhari.1324 Besides local Taliban fighters, a small Taliban-affiliated group of the 
Islamic Jihad Union (IJU) was reportedly fighting in Faryab in 2018.1325  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦b {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнл ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ L{Yt 
ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƻǾŜǊǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ CŀǊȅŀō ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ нр ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ vŀǊƛ 
{ŀƭŀƘǳŘŘƛƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΦ1326 Lƴ aŀȅ нлнлΣ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ 
ŀōƻǳǘ L{Yt ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜǎΣ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ CŀǊȅŀō ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
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url 
1326 UNSG, Tenth report of the Secretary-DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ L{L[ ό5ŀΩŜǎƘύ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
and the range of United Nations efforts in support of Member States in countering the threat, 4 February 2020, url, pp. 6-7 
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https://warontherocks.com/2017/12/afghanistan-todays-pro-government-militias-tomorrows-insurgents/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/11/28/taliban-control-80pc-faryab-area-says-governor
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2030769/S_2020_415_E.pdf
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¦{π¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŘŜŀƭΦ1327 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƴƻ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ L{Yt ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ 
!/[95 ƛƴ CŀǊȅŀō ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ м aŀǊŎƘ нлмф ŀƴŘ ол WǳƴŜ нлнлΦ1328 

In terms of the presence of government security forces, Faryab province is under the responsibility of 
the нлфǘƘ !b! {ƘŀƘŜŜƴ ŎƻǊǇǎ.1329 CŀǊȅŀō ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ 
!ŘǾƛǎŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ς bƻǊǘƘ ό¢!!/ ς bƻǊǘƘύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ b!¢hϥǎ wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ ¢!!/πbƻǊǘƘ ƛǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ aŀȊŀǊπŜ 
{ƘŀǊƛŦΣ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1330 

2.9.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population  

2.9.3.1 General  

In 2019, UNAMA documented 665 civilian casualties (199 deaths and 466 injured) in Faryab. This 
represents an increase of 3 % compared to 2018. Leading causes of casualties were ground 
engagements, followed by air strikes and explosive remnants of war.1331 Throughout 2019 UNAMA 
ranked Faryab among the five provinces in Afghanistan where civilians were most affected by the 
armed conflict.1332 In the first half of 2020, UNAMA ranked Faryab province fourth in terms of civilians 
most affected by the conflict, documenting 233 civilian casualties in the province.1333 Resolute Support 
recorded between 102 and 150 civilian casualties in Faryab in the first half of 2020, reporting similar 
numbers of civilian casualties between the first and second quarter of 2020.1334   

ACLED collected data on 579 violent events in Faryab province between 1 March 2019 and 
30 June 2020 from reports in open sources, 422 of which were coded as battles, 135 as 
explosions/remote violence and 22 as violence against civilians.1335 An international source 
interviewed by the Norwegian Country of Origin Information Centre, Landinfo, during a fact-finding 
mission at the end of October 2019, counted Faryab among the six most violent provinces in 
Afghanistan in terms of number of security incidents.1336 According to a representative of an 
international NGO met by the Swedish Migration Agency, Migrationsverket, in Kabul in January 2020, 
Faryab remained a very insecure province where the security situation had further deteriorated 
compared to before.1337 ²ƘƛƭŜ !/[95 ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀǊȅŀōΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ vŀȅǎŀǊ ŀƴŘ 
Pashtunkot stood out as districts where most incidents were reported, with more than 90 incidents 

 

1327 Afghanistan Times, Daesh may be regaining strength in Faryab, 9 May 2020, url 
1328 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Faryab; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 
30 June 2020), url 
1329 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability In Afghanistan. December 2019, 23 January 2020, url, p. 50 
1330 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability In Afghanistan. June 2020, 1 July 2020, url, p. 14 
1331 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94 
1332 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict: 1 January To 30 June 2019, Midyear Update, 30 July 
2019, url, p. 3; UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict: 1 January To 30 September 2019, Quarterly 
Report 17 October 2019, url, p. 2; UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 
February 2020, url, p. 94 
1333 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians In Armed Conflict. Midyear Report: 1 January ς 30 June 2020, 27 July 2020, 
url, p. 5 
1334 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 69; SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United 
States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 72 
1335 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Faryab; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 
30 June 2020), url 
1336 Norway, Landinfo, Afghanistan. Sikkerhetssituasjon og konfliktmonster i 2019, 22 January 2020, url, pp. 12-13 
1337 Sweden, Lifos/Migrationsverket, Säkerhetsläget i Afghanistan, 2020, 7 April 2020, url, p. 45 
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http://www.afghanistantimes.af/daesh-may-be-regaining-strength-in-faryab/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jan/23/2002238296/-1/-1/1/1225-REPORT-DECEMBER-2019.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_poc_midyear_update_2019_-_30_july_2019_english.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_protection_of_civilians_in_armed_conflict_-_3rd_quarter_update_2019.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
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reported in each district, as registered by ACLED, followed by Almar, Garziwan and Shirintagab 
districts, each with 50 or more violent events.1338  

 

Figure 11. Faryab - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from 
1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data1339 

ACLED coded 73 ҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ CŀǊȅŀō ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ΨŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎΩΦ1340 
The majority of those incidents were attacks by the Taliban on Afghan security forces, including 
military1341, police1342 or NDS personnel1343 and members of pro-government militias1344 or so-called 
!Ǌōŀƪƛǎ όǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ!ǊōŀƪƛΩ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ Local Police or other 
pro-government militias) or attacks on military or police facilities such as checkpoints1345, police 
headquarters1346 and bases1347 and to a lesser extent on convoys and vehicles. Some of those incidents 
resulted in civilian casualties, as for example during Taliban ambushes on security forces in Qaysar 
district on 18 October 2019 and in Khwajasabzposh district on 1 September 2019.1348 Three civilians 
were wounded and 17 shops were destroyed during a battle following a Taliban attack in Shirintagab 
district on 7 September 2019.1349 On 7 January 2020, a shopkeeper and two civilians were injured 
when a Taliban fighter dressed in burqa fired at NDS agents sitting in shop in Dawlatabad district.1350 
A woman was killed in a clash following a Taliban attack on a security outpost in Dawlatabad district 
on 24 March 2020.1351 Civilians were killed and wounded in Taliban attacks on the centre of Shirintagab 
district in April 2020. In that same month, two children were killed in a clash following a Taliban attack 
on a security outpost in Kohestan district.1352 On 27 June 2020, mortar shells fired by security forces in 

 

1338 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Baghlan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; Geoprecision 
code: 1 & 2; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020), url 
1339 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Afghanistan - Faryab, url  
1340 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Faryab; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 
30 June 2020), url 
1341 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: December 2019, 5 December 2019, url 
1342 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February 2020, url 
1343 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 2 April 2020, url 
1344 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February 2020, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 21-27, 
27 June 2019, url 
1345 Pajhwok Afghan News, 30 security forces killed and wounded in Faryab assault, 1 March 2019, url 
NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February 2020, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: December 2019, 
5 December 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 5 September 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War 
Casualty Report: April 2020, 2 April 2020, url 
1346 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 19-25, 25 July 2019, url 
1347 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: March 15-21, 22 March 2019, url; NYT,Taliban Capture About 150 Afghan Soldiers 
After Chase Into Turkmenistan, 17 March 2019, url 
1348 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 4 October 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 
2019, 5 September 2019, url 
1349 Pajhwok Afghan News, 11 killed, 24 wounded in Faryab firefight, 7 September 2019, url 
1350 Pajhwok Afghan News, Burqa-clad insurgent kills 3 NDS personnel in Faryab, 7 January 2020, url  
1351 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: March 2020, 5 March 2020, url 
1352 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 2 April 2020, url 
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response to a Taliban attack on a military base in Qorghan district hit a house, killing a child and 
wounding four other civilians.1353 

Operations and attacks carried out by Afghan security forces against AGEs were also registered under 
armed clashes.1354 Some of these operations were backed by air strikes.1355 Most of the security 
operations were carried out in March, July and August 2019, while fewer were registered by ACLED in 
the first half of 2020.1356 

There were reports of ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ 5ŀǿƭŀǘŀōŀŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ 
нр aŀȅ нлмф1357Σ ƻŦ YƻƘŜǎǘŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ ол aŀȅ нлмф1358Σ ƻŦ Shirintagab ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ мп aŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
мт !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмф1359Σ ƻŦ .ƛƭŎƘŜǊŀƎƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ п !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмф1360 ŀƴŘ ƻŦ !ƭƳŀǊ ŀƴŘ vŀǊŀƳǉƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ 
!ǇǊƛƭ нлнл1361Σ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƘƻǳǊπƭƻƴƎ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎΦ UNOCHA reported that continued clashes 
between AGEs and the ANDSF in various districts of Faryab in January and February 2020 caused 
civilian casualties.1362 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 
ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ Pashtunkot ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ1363 ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ vƻǊƎƘŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΦ1364 /ƭŀǎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƭŜŜ ǘƻ 
!ƴŘƪƘƻȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ1365 Fighting in Almar district in August 2019 resulted in the loss of civilian property 
and livelihoods.1366 ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ Khwajasabzposh ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ1367 
Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǊǳƴ !ƭƳŀǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ1368  

Air/drone strikes represented 13 % of all reported violent incidents in Faryab between 1 March 2019 
and 30 June 20201369, while incidents of shelling/artillery/missile attack represented 7 %.1370 Nearly 
half of those types of incidents in Faryab between 1 March 2019 and 20 June 2020 occurred in 

 

1353 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 2020, 4 June 2020 (updated 2 July 2020), url  
1354 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Faryab; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 
30 June 2020), url 
1355 Khaama Press, 28 Taliban militants killed in past 48 hours in Faryab: 209th Shaheen Corps, 18 March 2019, url; Khaama 
press, Key Taliban commanders among 31 killed in Faryab operations: 209th Shaheen Corps, 2 July 2019, url; Khaama Press, 
Nearly 500 Taliban militants killed in Faryab in past one month: 209th Shaheen Corps, 20 July 2019, url  
1356 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Faryab; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 
30 June 2020), url 
1357 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: May 24-30, 30 May 2019, url 
1358 Pajhwok Afghan News, 13 security personnel killed in Faryab attack, 30 May 2019, url 
1359 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: March 8-14, 15 March 2019, url; NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: Aug. 16-22, 22 
August 2019, url 
1360 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: August 2-8, 8 August 2019, url 
1361 NYT Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 2 April 2020, url 
1362 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (13 January ς 19 January 2020), 22 January 2020, url; UNOCHA, 
Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (20 January ς 26 January 2020), 29 January 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: 
Weekly Humanitarian Update (27 January ς 2 February 2020), 5 February 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly 
Humanitarian Update (10 February ς 16 February 2020), 19 February 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly 
Humanitarian Update (17 February ς 23 February 2020), 26 February 2020, url  
1363 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 4 October 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Security forces recapture 
strategic area of Faryab, 11 June 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban driven from 4 strategic Faryab villages, 8 July 
2019, url  
1364 Pajhwoƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ CŀǊȅŀōΩǎ vŀǊƎƘŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǘƻ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΥ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ ну !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΣ url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 
Forces re-take control of FaryabΩǎ vŀǊƎƘŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ол !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΣ url 
1365 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (16 - 22 September 2019), 25 September 2019, url  
1366 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Weekly Humanitarian Update (5 - 11 August 2019), 14 August 2019, url  
1367 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 4 October 2019, url 
1368 NYT, Taliban Attack Afghanistan Amid Growing Coronavirus Threat, 28 March 2020, url  
1369 ¢ƘŜǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƛǊ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘŜƭƭƛƴƎǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ !/[95 ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜǎΩΦ CƻǊ 
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Pashtunkot, Bilchiragh and Qaysar districts. Most air strikes were carried out by Afghan forces, while 
some were attributed to NATO forces. While air strikes inflicted losses among AGEs1371, some also 
caused civilian casualties. Air strikes in response to a Taliban attack in Garziwan district on 1 September 
killed at least 12 civilians.1372 A drone strike in Shorcha village of Pashtunkot district on 4 August 2019 
killed two brothers and wounded another one.1373 Incidents of shelling/artillery/missile attack were 
attributed to both the Taliban and Afghan military forces and at times caused civilian casualties as for 
example in Almar district in May 2019.1374 Two mortar shells fired by the Taliban landed in a local 
bazaar in Khwajasabzposh on 5 July 2019, killing at least four civilians and wounding at least 33 
others.1375 A child was killed and four other civilians were wounded as a result of a mortar shell 
exploding while children were playing in a house in Pashtunkot on 6 August 20191376 and a mortar hit 
a civilian house in Bilcheragh district on 29 September 2019 and the house of an imam in Qaysar 
district in February 2020, killing and wounding civilians.1377 At least 11 civilians were killed or wounded 
as a result of Taliban rocket and mortar attacks on a village in Qaysar district in April 2020.1378 

AGEs also used roadside bombs1379 or IEDs, including pressure-plate IEDs1380, or magnetic bombs to 
target security forces, at times also causing casualties among civilians.1381 This happened on 
10 May 2019 in Dawlatabad district when children herding their cattle were killed and wounded when 
they struck an IED1382 or on 27 October 2019 in Pashtunkot district, when a boy was killed together 
with four other boys, after stepping on a pressure-plate IED.1383 Targeting army personnel, the Taliban 
had planted the device on a public road near an ANA checkpoint.1384 Another child was killed when a 
roadside bomb exploded in Almar district in April 20201385 and seven children were injured when their 
donkey stepped on a pressure-plate IED in Garziwan district on 8 June 2020.1386 

Twenty-two incidents of violence against civilians were registered by ACLED, representing 3 % of all 
violent events in Faryab province between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020 and attributed to both the 
Taliban and Afghan security forces.1387 These included the killing of the head of an appeal court1388, the 
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kidnapping of four NGO health workers by an armed group during a vaccine survey in May 20191389, 
the rape of two girls by unidentified gunmen in an area under Taliban control in Qaramqol district in 
May 20191390, the killing of women accused of committing immoral acts1391, the killing of a tribal 
elder1392, the killing of an off-duty soldier1393, the abduction and killing of three civilians, including a 
former garrison commander1394, the killing of a family in Andkhoy district1395 and the public hanging of 
two men having shaved their beards by the Taliban1396, the killing of two scholars by unknown gunman 
in Maymana City1397 and the killing of civilians by the Afghan security forces, as reported by the 
Taliban.1398 The Taliban kidnapped a local journalist on 11 October 2019 in Faryab, releasing him the 
day after.1399 In an attack on Kohi village in Qaysar district on 28 April 2019, the Taliban killed six 
ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƴƛƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ [ƻŎŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎΩ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
government was the reason for the attack.1400   

Illustrating a consistent pattern of the use of civilian locations by AGEs when carrying out their attacks 
in Afghanistan, which exposes civilians to risks of attack by pro-government forces, as noted by 
UNAMA, was an incident on 18 November 2019 in the Khwaja Naamosi area of Pashtunkot district.1401 
An American air strike targeted a house used as a shelter by the Taliban. Three civilians were killed as 
a result.1402 

There were reports from the northern region, which includes Faryab province, about electricity and 
mobile phone networks being interrupted before and during the presidential election in September 
2019.1403 !ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ !D9ǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
aŀȅƳŀƴŀ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ CŀǊȅŀōΦ1404 Clashes between Afghan security forces and the Taliban 
were reported on election day, 28 September нлмфΣ ƛƴ ǎƛȄ ƻŦ CŀǊȅŀōΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ1405, including 
Bilcheragh1406 and Qaysar.1407 

In the reporting period security incidents occurred along the highway or roads, such as a Taliban attack 
on Maymana - Jawzjan Highway in Qaramqol district in June 2019.1408 In July 2019 a clearance 
operation was carried out along the highway in Bilcheragh and Garziwan districts.1409 Passing a zone 
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of fighting on the Maymana - Almar road on 9 October 2019 a civilian car was hit by bullets. The driver 
and a girl were killed, three women were injured.1410  

Within the framework of its attacks on health care initiative, the World Health Organisation (WHO) did 
not register such attacks in Faryab province in 2019.1411 Faryab was one out of six provinces where 
UNAMA documented the abduction of healthcare workers between 11 March and 23 May 2020.1412 

As a result of clashes between the Taliban and security forces, residents of provincial capital Maymana 
had no electricity for at least a week at the end of September 2019. This also impacted access to water 
and food.1413 In October 2019, when clashes were rŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ CŀǊȅŀōΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
of Pashtunkot district spoke to Tolonews about the fighting causing problems in the clinics and schools 
being closed, adding that there was no electricity or proper drinking water in the district.1414 

2.9.3.2 Displacement  

UNOCHA reported regularly how continued clashes between AGEs and the ANDSF in Faryab caused 
displacement in the reporting period.1415  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 38 222 persons who 
were displaced due to conflict from Faryab province, 71 % of whom were displaced within the province 
itself. Most IDPs were registered from Pashtunkot, Khwajasabzposh and Garziwan districts. Nearly half 
of all IDPs from Pashtunkot were displaced in June 2019. All IDPs from Pashtunkot left the district, the 
large majority seeking refuge in provincial capital Maymana, while others fled to Herat, Shiberghan or 
Sar-e Pul. More than half of the IDPs from Khwajasabzposh were displaced to provincial capital 
Maymana. Others leaving the district in July and September 2019 looked for shelter in Balkh province 
and the IDPs registered in June 2019 stayed within the district. The majority of IDPs from Garziwan 
district were displaced within the district. This happened mainly in April 2019.1416 Another large group 
left Garziwan to seek shelter in Sar-e Pul district of the eponymous province in January 2020, at a time 
when ongoing fighting was reported from several districts in Faryab, including Garziwan.1417 No 
conflict-induced displacement was registered by UNOCHA from Maymana during the reporting 
period.1418  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 28 121 persons 
displaced to Faryab province. In addition to the 27 302 people displaced within the province, Faryab 
also hosted a few IDPs from Badghis, Balkh, Ghor, Jawzjan, Kunduz and Sar-e Pul provinces. Maymana 
hosted more than half of the people displaced to Faryab province in the reporting period and Andkhoy 
about one out of four.1419 
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2.10 Ghazni 

2.10.1 General description of the province  

 
Map 10: Afghanistan ς Ghazni province, source: UNOCHA1420     

 

1420 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Ghazni Province - District Atlas, April 2014, url 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographic/ghazni-province-district-atlas
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¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƘŀȊƴƛ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘπŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ōƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ .ŀƳȅŀƴ 
ŀƴŘ ²ŀǊŘŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ [ƻƎŀǊΣ tŀƪǘȅŀ ŀƴŘ tŀƪǘƛƪŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΣ ½ŀōǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ¦ǊǳȊƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘΦ DƘŀȊƴƛ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻǊŘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǳƴƛǘǎΥ DƘŀȊƴƛΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ DƘŀȊƴƛ /ƛǘȅΣ !ōōŀƴŘΣ !ƧǊŜǎǘŀƴΣ 
!ƴŘŀǊΣ 5ŜƘȅŀƪΣ DŜƭŀƴΣ DƛǊƻΣ WŀƎƘŀǘǳΣ WŀƎƘǳǊƛΣ YƘǿŀƧŀǳƳŀǊƛΣ aŀƭŜǎǘŀƴΣ aǳǉǳǊΣ bŀǿŀΣ bŀǿǳǊΣ vŀǊŀōŀƎƘΣ 
wŀǎƘƛŘŀƴΣ ²ŀƎƘŀȊΣ ²ŀƭƛƳǳƘŀƳƳŀŘπŜ {ƘŀƘƛŘ όYƘǳƎȅŀƴƛύΣ ŀƴŘ ½ŀƴŀƪƘŀƴΦ1421 ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ !ƴŘŀǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ƘŜƭƎŀǊΦ1422  
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ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1423 DƘŀȊƴƛ ƛǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ōȅ tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎ όпф ҈ύΣ IŀȊŀǊŀ όпс ҈ύΣ ¢ŀƧƛƪǎ όр ҈ύΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ 
ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ς WŀƎƘƻǊƛΣ aŀƭƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ bŀǿǳǊ ς ŀǊŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ōȅ IŀȊŀǊŀ 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ YǳŎƘƛ ƴƻƳŀŘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘ DƘŀȊƴƛΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ Ƴŀȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ1424  
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ст ҈ ƛƴ нлмфΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмуΦ1427  

2.10.2 Conflict background and actors in Ghazni 

Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ DƘŀȊƴƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
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Ƴŀƛƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ōŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ /ŀƳǇ {ǳƭǘŀƴΦ1429 According to Afghan military officials in 
Ghazni, ANA does not have enough troops to hold the territory of the province. The army established 
a number of small outposts around the province to make larger checkpoints easier to defend. They 
quickly became a frequent target of Taliban nightly attacks.1430 For example, in Andar district after a 
Taliban offensive in October 2018, the only sign of ANA presence was six military checkpoints and the 
only task for soldiers deployed there was not to surrender. Some of these bases were supplied by air 
without any land access. Other bases had road access but the Taliban still targeted the supply 
operations.1431 Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !btΣ ![tΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ b5{ ǇŀǊŀƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ 
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AAN, 13 June 2019, url  
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¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƘŀŘ ΨƭƻƴƎπŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊƛƭȅ1433 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΦ1434 In a case study on Andar district, in southern 
Ghazni, AAN noted that ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ shadow 
Taliban administration in place since 2007. Since нлмоΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ōȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘŀȄŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ 
ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
ƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ bDhǎΤ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмуΣ !ƴŘŀǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ΨǳƴŘŜǊ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
¢ŀƭŜōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΩΦ While, the government plays an important role in providing health and education 
services ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ L5 ŎŀǊŘǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǘǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 
ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΦ [ƻŎŀƭ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ Řŀƛƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ !!b ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Andar district is the key location for Taliban in Ghazni as it was a 
command centre for attacks on different parts of the province.  Most Taliban fighters currently active 
in Andar are locals, with very few outsiders. However, shadow governors of the Ghazni province used 
to be from Kandahar, while one of the Ghazni commanders from Andar is a shadow governor of Khost 
province.1435  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ нлмфΣ !b! ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ƛƴ 5ŜƘ ¸ŀƪ ŀƴŘ 
YƘǿŀƧŀƘ hƳŀǊƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ1436 Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ !b! ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ Jaghato, Malistan, Jaghori, Ajristan and Nawur districts.1437 As of October 2019, the 
Taliban reportedly controlled almost all Pashtun populated districts of Ghanzni, while government 
forces controlled Ghazni City and Hazara populated districts of the province.1438 ! Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
WƻƘŀƴƴƛǘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ όW¦Iύ ŀƴŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ 
ό!!5!ύΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ security situation in Ghazni province ƻŦ ŀǎ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
нлмфΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ checkpoints across the province held 
by both the Taliban and government forces, stating that ΨǘƘŜ district centres are mostly controlled by 
the government and outside of the district centres are entirely under the control of Taliban. In some 
district centres like Qarabagh, Nawa, Andar which are entirely under control of Afghanistan security 
ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǿŀȅΦΩ1439 Lƴ aŀȅ нлнлΣ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ !b! ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƪƛǊǘǎ ƻŦ DƘŀȊƴƛ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
!ƴŘŀǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ мсπŘŀȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ млл ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΦ1440  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊƛǇŜǎΩ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ōƻƳōǎ ƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ 
ƻƴƭȅ ǳǎŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǊƳǎ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳȅ Ŏŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ƻǊ ŀƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ hƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ 
ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ōŀǎŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǎ ул ǎƘŜƭƭǎ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪΦ1441  

 

1433 Qaane, E., The Insecure Spring of Ghazni: Results of third-grade treatment by the centre?, AAN, 25 July 2018, url 
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1438 Kabul Now, Taliban force people to pay extortion money, Ghazni councilman confirms, 9 October 2019, url  
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!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦bh/I!Σ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ hƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ L95ǎ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
нлмуΦ1442 Lƴ нлму ŀƴŘ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ DƘŀȊƴƛπtŀƪǘƛƪŀ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
YŀōǳƭπYŀƴŘŀƘŀǊ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ1443 {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ нлмф ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
ŜȄǘƻǊǘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ DƘŀȊƴƛ tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ !Cb мр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀ Řŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ YŀōǳƭπDƘŀȊƴƛ 
IƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǊΣ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ όǘƘŜƛǊ L5 ŎŀǊŘǎ 
ƻǊ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǇƘƻƴŜǎύ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǊƳȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нлмфΣ !b! ǘǊƛŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ1444  

/ƛǘƛƴƎ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ {ǘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊƛǇŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нлмфΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǘŀƪŜ ǘŜƴ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴπƘŜƭŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴπŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ DƘŀȊƴƛ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ΨŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ōƻƳōǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩΦ1445 Lƴ aŀȅ нлнлΣ нлоǊŘ 
/ƻǊǇǎ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴ !ǊƳȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ DƘŀȊƴƛ ǿƛǘƘ tŀƪǘƛȅŀ ŀƴŘ tŀƪǘƛƪŀ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ōŀǎŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ1446 

¦b!a! ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƭǎƻ L{Yt ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ DƘŀȊƴƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎΦ1447 

Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ [²W ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ DƘŀȊƴƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ Ψƪƴƻǿƴ ƘŀǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭ vŀŜŘŀΩΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŀǘ b5{ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƛǊ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ нс !ƭ vŀŜŘŀ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ aǳǉǳǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ1448 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
WŀƳŜǎǘƻǿƴ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƻƳŜ !ƭ vŀŜŘŀ ŎŜƭƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ DƘŀȊƴƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛ ŀǊƳȅ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘǊƛōŀƭΣ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ŀȊƛǊƛǎǘŀƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ !ƭ vŀŜŘŀ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƭƻǎǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƻǇ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмт ƛƴ DƘŀȊƴƛΦ Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмфΣ ƛƴ DƛǊƻ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ŀǊƳȅ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ 
ол !ƭ vŀŜŘŀ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ōƻƳōŜǊǎΦ1449 

2.10.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population 

2.10.3.1 General 

Lƴ нлмфΣ ¦b!a! ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ сто ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ όнмо ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ псл ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘύ ƛƴ DƘŀȊƴƛΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ о ҈ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмуΦ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ L95ǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƴƻƴπǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ L95ǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ1450 Resolute Support recorded between 0 and 25 civilian 
casualties in Ghazni in the first quarter of 2020, reporting an increase in the number of civilian 
casualties in the second quarter of the year, with over 126 casualties recorded (from 1 April to 
30 June 2020).1451 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ м aŀǊŎƘ нлмф ǘƻ ол WǳƴŜ нлнлΣ !/[95 ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ total of 1 291 ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ DƘŀȊƴƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ: 830 battles, 423 remote violence, 38 cases of violence against civilians, 
mostly in the second part of 2019. In 2020 the number of security incidents and fatalities decreased.1452 

 

1442 ¦b bŜǿǎΣ Ψbƻ ǎŀŦŜ ǿŀȅΩ ƛƴǘƻ ōŀǘǘƭŜ-scarred Afghan city of Ghazni to deliver aid as traumatized children search for 
parents, 17 August 2018, url 
1443 Muzhary, F., Unheeded Warnings (2): Ghazni city as vulnerable to Taleban as before, AAN, 30 December 2018, url; 
Pajhwok Afghan News, 18 months on, Ghazni-Paktika road remains shut 3 November 2019, url   
1444 Kabul Now, Taliban force people to pay extortion money, Ghazni councilman confirms, 9 October 2019, url  
1445 Stars and Stripes, Dangers for civilians rise in Afghan-Taliban conflict, 09 February 2020, url  
1446 Khamaa Press, Over 100 Taliban militants during a 16-day operation in Ghazni province, 11 May 2020, url  
1447 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 36 
1448 LWJ, Taliban supplies al Qaeda with explosives for attacks in major Afghan cities, 16 September 2019, url 
1449 Jamestown Foundation, Al-vŀŜŘŀΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘ !ǎƛŀƴ .ǊŀƴŎƘ DǊŀǾƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ¢ƻǿŀǊŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΣ мт !ǇǊƛƭ нлнлΣ url 
1450 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94 
1451 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 69; SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United 
States Congress, 30 July 2020, url, p. 72 
1452 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus - Afghanistan; Ghazni; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020, url  
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Figure 12. Ghazni - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from 
1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data1453 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ нлмф ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ нлнлΣ DƘŀȊƴƛ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ōŀǘǘƭŜŦƛŜƭŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ς ōŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ¦{ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǊŜǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƪŜȅ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ΨƭƛŦŜ 
ǿƻǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ1454 According to some local respondents interviewed by AAN,  full 
control of Taliban in some districts meant better security in terms of lower level of crime and freedom 
of movement.1455 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎ ƛƴ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΦ1456 Also, as a result of 
clashes and road blockades, people in need of emergency health care, reportedly, were not able to 
reach appropriate health care in time.1457 Additionally, several health facilities in Ghazni province were 
damaged either due to conflict or natural disaster.1458 

¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ DƘŀȊƴƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ1459 In June 2019, the Taliban reportedly stopped a car 
in the Qiyaq area of Jaghatu district, kidnapped and killed a university student who was travelling to 
Kabul.1460 Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ŀ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ DƘŀȊƴƛ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƻŦ DƘŀȊƴƛ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ YŀōǳƭπDƘŀȊƴƛ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎΦ1461 Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ƛƴ WŀƎƘŀǘǳ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜπǇƭŀǘŜ L95 ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΣ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ мл ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀƛƪǳƴŘƛ ǘƻ DƘŀȊƴƛΦ1462  

There were several cases of targeted killings in Ghazni City in 2019. In May 2019, the Taliban kidnapped 
and killed a military prosecutor and a government official from Zabul province. A local reporter was 
shot in his leg while travelling on a motorbike with his wife on 27 September 2019. In October 2019, 
the Taliban killed an attorney. On 10 December 2019, the head of the Disabled and Martyrs 
Department was killed by unidentified armed group.1463  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ΨŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘhe capture of Andar by the Taliban in October 2018, the district has 
experienced a considerable increase in night raids, drone activity, airstrikes, search operations and 

 

1453 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus - Afghanistan; Ghazni; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020, url   
1454 Stars and Stripes, Dangers for civilians rise in Afghan-Taliban conflict, 09 February 2020, url  
1455 Muzhary F., One Land, Two Rules (7): Delivering public services in insurgency-affected Andar district in Ghazni province, 
AAN, 13 June 2019, url  
1456 Stars and Stripes, Dangers for civilians rise in Afghan-Taliban conflict, 09 February 2020, url; UNAMA, Afghanistan 
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 71 
1457 JUH/AADA, Health and Integrated Protection Needs in Ghazni Province, Humanitarian Response, 01 December 2019, 
url, p. 19  
1458 JUH/AADA, Health and Integrated Protection Needs in Ghazni Province, Humanitarian Response, 01 December 2019, 
url, p. 28 
1459 Kabul Now, Taliban force people to pay extortion money, Ghazni councilman confirms, 9 October 2019, url  
1460 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 7-13, 13 June 2019, url 
1461 Kabul Now, Taliban force people to pay extortion money, Ghazni councilman confirms, 9 October 2019, url  
1462 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 42  
1463 ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus - Afghanistan; Ghazni; Event types: Battles; 
Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020, url  
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ground fighting between militants and US special forces-backed Afghan forces. These have resulted in 
the killing of both civilians and Taliban fighters, as well as the destructƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 
ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘΦ /ƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǘŜƴΩΦ1464 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƛƴ 
ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƎǊŜǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊ 
ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ƻŦ !b! ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ1465 hƴ ол aŀǊŎƘ нлмфΣ ŀ ƳƻǊǘŀǊ 
ǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƛǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎƘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ !b! ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ !ƴŘŀǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ CƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ му ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΦ1466  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜŘΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭǎΣ Taliban usually do not undertake house to house searches.1467 
According to ACLED, in June 2019, Afghan forces started shooting at people who refused to show their 
ID cards, killing one person.1468 On 10 September 2019, Afghan and US forces raided and destroyed a 
village in Giro district, five civilians were killed, two wounded. The Afghan army also destroyed two 
mosques, a school and two houses.1469 Lƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ WŀƎƘƻǊƛ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘǿƻ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜƳŜƴ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ǊŀǇŜŘ ǘǿƻ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ tǊƻǘŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŎƭŀǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΦ1470   

Attacks by ISKP against civilians in Ghazni province were also reported. On 5 July 2019, IKSP detonated 
a remote-controlled IED in the Shia Muhammadiyah Mosque in Ghazni City; two people were killed 
and 22 were injured, including children. On 8 October 2019, another IED was detonated in a classroom 
of Ghazni University, killing or injuring 27 students, most of them women.1471 

2.10.3.2 Displacement 

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 3 742 persons displaced 
from and within Ghazni province. Most of them were displaced from Dehyak district and were 
resettled to Ghazni City.1472 The major reason for displacement was active conflict, followed by 
drought. In Dehyak district, ground engagement and air strikes increased in 2019, but the population 
often received prior warning from insurgents.1473 

291 persons from various districts of Ghazni province were displaced to Kabul City, 75 persons from 
Malestan district left for Injil district, Herat province and two families (14 persons) were displaced to 
Qala-e Kah in Farah province .No conflict-induced internal displacement to Ghazni province from other 
provinces was reported by UNOCHA in the reporting period.1474 

 

 

 

1464 Muzhary F., One Land, Two Rules (7): Delivering public services in insurgency-affected Andar district in Ghazni province, 
AAN, 13 June 2019, url  
1465 Stars and Stripes, Dangers for civilians rise in Afghan-Taliban conflict, 09 February 2020, url ; UNAMA, Afghanistan 
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, February 2020, url, p. 71 
1466 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url , p. 71 
1467 JUH/AADA, Health and Integrated Protection Needs in Ghazni Province, Humanitarian Response, 01 December 2019, url 
, pp. 19-20  
1468 ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus - Afghanistan; Ghazni; Event types: Battles; 
Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020,  url  
1469 ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus - Afghanistan; Ghazni; Event types: Battles; 
Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020,  url  
1470 Tolonews, 1 Protestor Killed as Ghazni Protest Turns Violent 28 April 2020, url  
1471 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 48 
1472 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 03 March 2020, url;  UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2019, last updated: 03 March 2020 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 
2020, url 
1473 Humanitarian Response, Health and Integrated Protection Needs in Ghazni Province, 01 December 2019, url p. 20  
1474 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 03 March 2020, url;  UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2019, last updated: 03 March 2020 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 
2020, url  
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https://urlprotection-fra.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202007070836130244155&URLID=12&ESV=10.0.6.3447&IV=16FD4217B21FB39BF54723660096DE3C&TT=1594110977684&ESN=swnQKWLRjxzljKvSnwqUHv5pvvyqkBoqaDpFf5vyyWM%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Facleddata.com%2Fdata-export-tool%2F&HK=DF17DC2D3DEC395E858640752AA4B31EBF0800B490C1A5EA6FB23766E2D4760A
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/1-protestor-killed-ghazni-protest-turns-violent
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/afghanistan-conflict-induced-displacements-in-2019
https://urlprotection-fra.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202008050834220106612&URLID=11&ESV=10.0.6.3447&IV=8397325B971BDB1D7B190083B3A22587&TT=1596616464863&ESN=IMrJwlUZPTUSDs1J5c9tlEkYP32q0u0GhpdHz%2BOQR6g%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.humdata.org%2Fdataset%2Ff967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8%2Fresource%2F30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead%2Fdownload%2Fafghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx&HK=62EB4507A3B369F5AF164FC63A164B350E75CE9D779FCB3296BD228D33BBB649
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/assessment/afghanistan-assessment-report-health-and-integrated-protection-0
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/afghanistan-conflict-induced-displacements-in-2019
https://urlprotection-fra.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202008050834220106612&URLID=11&ESV=10.0.6.3447&IV=8397325B971BDB1D7B190083B3A22587&TT=1596616464863&ESN=IMrJwlUZPTUSDs1J5c9tlEkYP32q0u0GhpdHz%2BOQR6g%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.humdata.org%2Fdataset%2Ff967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8%2Fresource%2F30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead%2Fdownload%2Fafghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx&HK=62EB4507A3B369F5AF164FC63A164B350E75CE9D779FCB3296BD228D33BBB649
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2.11 Ghor 

2.11.1 General description of the province  

 

Map 11: Afghanistan ς Ghor province, source: UNOCHA1475     

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƘƻǊ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƴƻǊǘƘπǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻǊŘŜǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ ŀƴŘ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘΣ CŀǊȅŀō ŀƴŘ 
{ŀǊπŜ tǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ CŀǊŀƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΦ DƘƻǊ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǳƴƛǘǎΥ /ƘŀƎƘŎƘŀǊŀƴ όCƛǊƻȊƪƻƘύΣ /ƘŀǊǎŀŘǊŀΣ 
5ŀǿƭŀǘȅŀǊΣ 5ǳ [ŀȅƴŀΣ [ŀƭ ²ŀ {ŀǊƧŀƴƎŀƭΣ tŀǎŀōŀƴŘΣ {ŀƎƘŀǊΣ {ƘŀƘǊŀƪΣ ¢ŀȅǿŀǊŀΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳƭŀƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ 
ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛǎ /ƘŀƎƘŎƘŀǊŀƴΦ1476 ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ DƘƻǊ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ CŜǊƻȊ YƻƘ ƻǊ /ƘŀƎƘŎƘŀǊŀƴΣ wŀŘƛƻ 
¢ŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ όw¢!ύΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
/ƘŀƎƘŎƘŀǊŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƻ CƛǊƻȊƪƻƘ ƛƴ нлмпΦ1477 !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ NSIA ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ /ƘŀƎƘŎƘŀǊŀƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ DƘƻǊ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлнлΦ1478 

Afghanistan, NSIA ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƘƻǊ ŀǘ тсп птн ƛƴ нлмфκнлΦ1479 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦{ bŀǾŀƭ tƻǎǘƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ DƘƻǊ ŀǊŜ 
¢ŀƧƛƪǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ IŀȊŀǊŀǎΣ !ƛƳŀǉǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ¦ȊōŜƪǎ1480Τ wC9κw[ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
!ƛƳŀǉǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƘƻǊΦ1481 ¢ƘŜ !ƛƳŀǉǎ ŀǊŜ ΨƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŀȊŀǊŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƧƛƪǎΩ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{ bŀǾŀƭ tƻǎǘƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ1482   

 

1475 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Ghor Province - District Atlas, April 2014, url 
1476 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential Elections ς Final results by Polling Stations: Province Ghor, 2020, url; 
Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan 2020-21, d.n., url, P. 33  
1477 RTA article published at Baztab news portal, Ghor province, 11 July 2018, url 
1478 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan 2020-21, d.n., url, P. 33  
1479 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan 2020-21, d.n., url, P. 33  
1480 US, Naval Postgraduate School, Ghor Provincial Overview, n.d., url 
1481 RFE/RL, Female Afghan Governor Won't Back Down Amid Threats, Controversy, 19 October 2015, url 
1482 US, Naval Postgraduate School, Ghor Provincial Overview, n.d., url  

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographic/ghor-province-district-atlas
http://www.iec.org.af/results/en/home/finalresult_by_pc/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
https://baztab.news/article/673378
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
https://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/ghor
https://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-ghor-province-female-governor-death-thrats/27314931.html
https://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/ghor
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!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлму ¦bh5/ hǇƛǳƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ DƘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳ ǇƻǇǇȅπ
ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛƴ нлмуΦ1483 /ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмтΣ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ мр ҈ ƛƴ нлмуΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
/ƘŀƎƘŎƘŀǊŀƴΣ tŀǎŀōŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀȅǿŀǊŀΦ1484 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ƛƴ нлмфΣ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƘƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ но ҈ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмуΦ1485  

2.11.2 Conflict background and actors in Ghor 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ΨDƘƻǊ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎΣ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘ 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ΨŦǊŜŜƭŀƴŎƛƴƎΩ ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊƳŜǘƛŎ ώΦΦΦϐΦΩ1486 .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǊƳŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ 
ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ1487 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ нлмт ŀƴŘ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛƴ DƘƻǊΦ1488    

!!b ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмс ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ /ƘŀƎƘŎƘŀǊŀƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀΣ WŀƳƛŀǘπŜ LǎƭŀƳƛΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ нлмлΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ L{Yt ŀŦǘŜǊ нлмр ς ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ !!b ǎǘŀǘŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ L{πŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ ǿŜŀƪ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ DƘƻǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳƛŀǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǎŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŜǊǳǇǘŜŘΣ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ 
ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎΩ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !b{C ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
ǿƘŜƴ !b{C ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ол ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ нлмсΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !b{CΣ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘǎ ƛƴ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ 
/ƘŀǊǎŀŘŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ1489 CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ !!b ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ нлмтΣ ŀƴ at ŦǊƻƳ DƘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ 
ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ IŜȊōπƛπLǎƭŀƳƛΣ ŀ ǊƛǾŀƭ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǘƻ WŀƳƛŀǘπŜ LǎƭŀƳƛΣ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ DƘƻǊΦ1490 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ ǘǿƻ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
IŜȊōπƛπLǎƭŀƳƛ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƭŀǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмуΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŜǊǳǇǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǳǎƘǊ ǘŀȄŜǎΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻǊƳŜǊ IŜȊōπƛπLǎƭŀƳƛ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘǎΦ1491  

Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΣ 9ǘƛƭŀŀǘǊƻȊ ŎƛǘŜŘ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ aŜƘŘƛΣ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ DƘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƛƴ DƘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿŜŀƪŜƴŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ aŀǿƭŀǿƛ ½ŀǊƛŦ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ ώŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊϐ ƻŦ 
wŜŘ ¦ƴƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŜƘŘƛ 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ώƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴϐ ΨƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ¢ƻƭŀƪΣ {ƘŀƘǊŀƪΣ {ŀƎƘŀǊΣ 
¢ȅƻǊŀΣ tŀǎŀōŀƴŘΣ 5ŀǿƭŀǘȅŀǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎΦΩ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ aŜƘŘƛ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ 
ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ DƘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ώΧϐ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 
ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƛǘŜŘ !ōŘǳƭ wŀƘƛƳ 
wŜȊŀȊŀŘŜƘΣ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ DƘƻǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

 

1483 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November 2018, url, p. 17 
1484 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November 2018, url, p. 33 
1485 AAN, New world drug report: opium production in Afghanistan remained the same in 2019, 25 June 2020, url 
1486 wǳǘǘƛƎΣ ¢ΦΣ ¢ƘŜ ΨIǳƳǾŜŜ .ƻƳōΩ {ŜǊƛŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǿŀǾŜ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭŜōŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ нлмт ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΣ !!bΣ т bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмтΣ url 
1487 Osman, B., Carnage in Ghor: Was Islamic State the perpetrator or was it falsely accused?, AAN, 23 November 2016, url 
1488 NYT, Seesaw Conflict With Taliban Takes Toll in Fallen Afghan District, 7 August 2017, url; NYT, bƻ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ Ψbƻ ±ŀƭǳŜΩ ŦƻǊ 
Women in a Lawless Afghan Province, 7 July 2017, url; IWPR, Afghanistan: Women Abused in Lawless Ghor, 24 July 2018, 
url  
1489 Osman, B., Carnage in Ghor: Was Islamic State the perpetrator or was it falsely accused?, AAN, 23 November 2016, url 
1490 Ruttig, T., A Matter of Registration: Factional tensions in Hezb-e Islami, AAN, 25 November 2017, url 
1491 tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƪƛƭƭ IL! ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ DƘƻǊ ŎƭŀǎƘΣ мо WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмуΣ url 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/new-world-drug-report-opium-production-in-afghanistan-remained-the-same-in-2019/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/the-humvee-bomb-series-the-october-wave-of-taleban-attacks-in-2017-context/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/carnage-in-ghor-was-islamic-state-the-perpetrator-or-was-it-falsely-accused/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/07/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-taiwara.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/08/world/asia/afghanistan-women-honor-killings.html?module=inline
https://iwpr.net/global-voices/afghanistan-women-abused-lawless-ghor
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/carnage-in-ghor-was-islamic-state-the-perpetrator-or-was-it-falsely-accused/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/a-matter-of-registration-factional-tensions-in-hezb-e-islami/
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/01/13/taliban-kill-hia-commander’s-sons-ghor-clash
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ƻŦ DƘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1492 ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ нлмф ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊǎŀŘŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ 
DƘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1493  

In December 2019 and January 2020, around 88 Taliban fighters surrendered to the government forces 
in Ghor province amongst whom 18 surrendered to join the peace process and other 70 due to 
continued military pressure by the ANDSF.1494 According to Kabul Now (local media), in February 2020, 
the Taliban maintained full control in many Ghor districts.1495 During the same period, AAN reported 
that there were several fighting actors present in many of the nine remote districts of Ghor province, 
including illegal and criminal armed groups, the Taliban and ANDSF.1496 According to information by 
LWJ collected and presented in a map, Charsada, Dawlat Yar, ¢ŀȅǿŀǊŀΣ tŀǎŀōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳƭŀƪ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ 
DƘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΦ1497  

In March 2020, Ariana News quoted MoD claiming the killing of Qari Rauf, a Taliban shadow governor 
for Lal Wa Sarjangal district, and several other Taliban fighters including Qari bƛȅŀǘǳƭƭŀƘ ώΧϐ ŦǊƻƳ 
Zarzughal village and IEDs fabricator for Taliban.1498 

Lƴ aŀȅ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ ¦b {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ŦƻǊ DƘƻǊ ǿŀǎ 
Mawlawi Abdul Qayum Rohani NoorzaiΦ1499 Lƴ WǳƴŜ нлнлΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ŎƛǘŜŘ CŀƪƘǊǳŘŘƛƴΣ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 
ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ tŀǎŀōŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦƻǊ DƘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ aǳƭƭŀƘ 
!ƘƳŀŘǎƘŀƘ1500Σ ǿƘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ tŀǎŀōŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ with the Taliban shadow governor and over 200 
militants on motorbikes.1501 Lƴ WǳƴŜ нлнлΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƴŀƳŜǎ ΨaǳǎǘŀŦŀ ŀƴŘ aƛƪƘŀƛƭΩ 
as Taliban high ranking commanders for Ghor province.1502   

¢ƘŜ !b{C ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ DƘƻǊ ƛƴ нлмуΦ1503 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ !b! ¢C ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŜŘ ΨǎƻƻƴΩ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ DƘƻǊΦ1504  

¢ƘŜ нлтǘƘ ½ŀŦŀǊ /ƻǊǇǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ !b! ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƘƻǊΦ1505 As part of the RS 
(Resolute Support), Italian forŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ψfunctionality-ōŀǎŜŘΩ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ !b! нлтth Corps 
and ANP in the west of Afghanistan including Ghor.1506 

 

1492 Etilaatroz, и               ώƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ ΨǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
assessment of  the west of the country; from the increase of ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩΣ], 30 August 
2019, url 
1493 Voice of Jihad, йзϧͭ иϹзЯПᵈ йϦ нϦϝϲнϧТ Ьϝͭ ϽṐϦ ϸ ώƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ Ψŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛŜǎΩϐΣ ом 
December 2019, url 
1494 Salaam Times, Taliban fighters surrendering in Ghor pledge support against former comrades, 2 December 2019, url; 
Salaam Times, Increased military pressure forces 70 Taliban fighters to surrender in Ghor, 14 January 2020, url 
1495 Kabul Now, Women exchanged for weapons in parts of Ghor, 1 February 2020, url 
1496 AAN, Placating Ghor, for now: ten-days protest pushed the government to respond, 5 February 2020, url 
1497 LWJ, Several Districts Change Hands as Fighting Rages in Northern Afghanistan, J July 2020, url, however the source 
does not specify when and which information of the aforementioned map was last updated 
1498 Ariana News, Taliban shadow district governor among 10 dead ς Ghor, 26 March 2020, url 
1499 UN Security Council, Letter dated 19 May 2020 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant 
to resolution 1988 (2011) addressed to the President of the Security Council, S/2020/415, 27 May 2020, url, p. 27 
1500 Afghanistan Times, Seven security forces killed in Ghor Taliban attack, 13 June 2020, url 
1501 !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ DƘƻǊΩǎ tŀǎŀōŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ǘƻ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΣ мс WǳƴŜ нлнлΣ url 
1502 Pasbanan, Nine police were killed in Ghor province, 13 June 2020, url 
1503 Tolonews, Casualties Rise Amid Heavy Clashes In 10 Provinces, 13 May 2018, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Scores of 
rebels, security personnel killed in clashes, 14 December 2018, url 
1504 Tolonews, Territorial Army To Begin Mission In West, 14 January 2019, url 
1505 Afghanistan, MoD, 207 Zafar Corps, n.d., url; USDoD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, June 2020, 1 July 
2020, url, p. 59 
1506 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, June 2020, 1 July 2020, url, p. 14 

https://www.etilaatroz.com/82948/investigating-security-situation-in-west-of-country-from-increased-taliban-mobility-to-heavy-casualties/
http://shahamat1.com/?p=159102
https://afghanistan.asia-news.com/en_GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2019/12/02/feature-01
https://afghanistan.asia-news.com/en_GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2020/01/14/feature-01
https://kabulnow.af/2020/02/women-exchanged-for-weapon-in-parts-of-ghor/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/placating-ghor-for-now-10-days-protest-pushed-the-government-to-respond/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
https://ariananews.af/taliban-shadow-district-governor-among-10-dead-ghor/
https://www.undocs.org/S/2020/415
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/seven-security-forces-killed-in-ghor-taliban-attack/
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/ghors-passaband-district-at-risk-of-collapse-to-taliban
https://pasbanan.com/9-police-were-killed-in-ghor-province/
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/casualties-rise-amid-heavy-clashes- 10-provinces
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2018/12/14/scores-rebels-security-personnel-killed-clashes
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/territorial-army-begin-mission-west
http://old.mod.gov.af/en/page/corps/zafar-207-corps
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
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2.11.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population 

2.11.3.1 General 

In 2019, UNAMA documented 77 civilian casualties, including 62 killed and 15 injured in Ghor province, 
which represents 20 % increase compared to 2018. The leading causes of casualties were 
Target/deliberate killings, ground engagements and Non-Suicide IEDs.1507 According to SIGAR, RS 
(Resolute Support) recorded between 26 and 50 civilian casualties in Ghor province during the first 
quarter of 20201508, and the mentioned source recorded between 51 and 75 civilian casualties during 
the second quarter of 2020.1509 

According to ACLED data, between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020 there were 222 security incidents 
recorded in Ghor province, of which 145 were coded as battles, 56 remote violence and 21 incidents 
of violence against civilians. 

 

Figure 13. Ghor - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from 

1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data1510 

In 2019, violent conflict1511 and lack of security in several remote districts of Ghor province was 
reported.1512 Tolonews quoted Rahila Rahmanzada, women rights activist, stating that there were 113 
cases of violence against women including stoning during kangaroo courts1513 in Ghor province as of 
21 December 2019.1514 According to the head of Mine Action Coordination, cited by Tolonews in 2019 
in Ghor province, 22 people were killed and 16 wounded due to the explosion of unexploded 
ordnance.1515 Lƴ aŀȅ нлнлΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ƛƴ 
DƘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ 
ŎǊƛƳŜǎΦ1516   

Recent incidents that caused civilian casualties in Ghor province in 2019 and 2020 include: on 
8 June 2019, Taliban attacked security outposts in Poshta Noor village in Dawlatyar district of Ghor, 
killing at least fifteen members of the public uprising forces and civilians, and as well as wounding a 

 

1507 UNAMA, Protection of civilians in armed conflict, 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94 
1508 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April 2020 , url, p. 69 
1509 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 July 2020, url, p. 72 
1510 Filters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus; Afghanistan; Ghor; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; 
Violence against Civilians; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020, url 
1511 AAN, Placating Ghor, for now: ten-days protest pushed the government to respond, 5 February 2020, url 
1512 ToƭƻƴŜǿǎΣ ά[ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ DƘƻǊέΣ нм 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ url 
1513 A Kangaroo court (ͼтϜϽϳЊ йгͮϳв Mahkam-e Sahrayee in Dari) is an improvised court organized by the Taliban to 
punish victims publicly including shooting, hanging, stoning etc., and aimed at spreading violence and intimidating people, 

Salaam Times, Taliban brutality takes center ǎǘŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜΩǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ DƘƻr, 28 April 2020, url; AIHRC,  йϮтϦж
ϼмО Ϥтъм ϼϸ ажϝ϶ ͬт ϼϝЂͺжЂ ϾϜ ͼтмтϸтм ϼтмϝЊϦ ϝϠ йАϠϜϼ ϼϸ дмтЂтвͭ ͻϝк ͼЂϼϼϠ ώƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ψǘhe 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǉǳƛǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ƻŦ ǎǘƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ DƘƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩϐΣ мл CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ url  
1514 ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎΣ ά[ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ DƘƻǊέΣ нм 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ url 
1515 Tolonews, 100 of civilian casualties caused by unexploded ordnance in 2019, 20 February 2020, url  
1516 Afghanistan Times, Drumhead courts-martials in rise in Ghor, 19 May 2020, url 

https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/placating-ghor-for-now-10-days-protest-pushed-the-government-to-respond/
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/‘lack-security-ghor-means-more-violence-against-women’
https://afghanistan.asia-news.com/en_GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2020/04/28/feature-02
https://www.aihrc.org.af/home/daily_report/8771
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/‘lack-security-ghor-means-more-violence-against-women’
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/100s-civilian-casualties-caused-unexploded-ordnance-2019
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/drumhead-court-martials-on-the-rise-in-ghor/
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tribal leader and two others1517; on 4 July 2019, one civilian was killed and another wounded when the 
Taliban attacked the office of the local pro-government militia in Dawlatyar district1518; on 8 July 2019, 
six children were killed in an explosion1519; on 23 July 2019, one civilian was killed when a roadside 
bomb, placed close to the district council compound in Dawlatyar district, exploded1520; on 

20  !ǳƎǳǎǘ 2019, two civilians, a father and his son, were killed ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
roadside bomb while they were travelling by motorcycle in the Midan Barra Khanah area of Firozkoh 
(provincial capital)1521; on 24 August 2019, two civilians were reportedly killed in a roadside bomb in 
the same area1522; on 1 September 2019, four civilians were killed, and seven were wounded when 
multiple bombs detonated in Firozkoh City1523; on 25 September 2019, a roadside bomb explosion 
killed one civilian and wounded another one in Firozkoh district1524; on 9 October 2019, two civilians 
were killed, and four wounded in a roadside bomb planted by the Taliban hitting their vehicle while 
travelling from Kabul to the Sheniya village of Dawlat Yar district. Additionally, an ambulance, which 
arrived to the area to evacuated the victims, was also blown up by a roadside bomb, wounding the 
driver1525: on 13 October 2019, a roadside bomb, which exploded near a vehicle in the village of Band-
e Bayan in Lal Wa Sarjangal district, killed two women who were moving to Herat province.1526 on 
21 October 2019, a 22-year-old woman was killed at home when the Taliban fired several mortars on 
the village of Mang in Chahar Sadah district1527; on 10 November 2019, one civilian was killed during a 
clash between the Taliban and Afghan security forces when the ƭŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǾƻȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƳōǳǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
village of Dahan-e Alander in Firozkoh1528; on 29 May 2020, one child was killed and another was 
injured in a bomb blast in Pozalich village of Firozkoh, the provincial capital1529; on 10 June 2020, a 
bomb, reportedly planted by the Taliban, exploded in Tarbulaq village of Du Layan district killed one 
child and wounded three others1530; on 17 June 2020, a roadside bomb, planted by the Taliban, went 
off in the village of Pa-i Kamar in Firozkoh district killing three children1531; on 19 June 2020, a roadside 
bomb planted by the Taliban went off in Somak village of Dawlat Yar district killing one civilian on his 
motorcycle.1532 

2.11.3.2 Displacement  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 10 512 persons 
displaced from Ghor province, ǿƛǘƘ фо ҈ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ όƳŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ 
ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ /ƘŀƎƘŎƘŀǊŀƴύΣ с ҈ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ IŜǊŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ м ҈ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ 
ƛƴǘƻ CŀǊȅŀō ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1533  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 10 036 persons 
displaced to Ghor province, with almost 99 % coming from within the province itself.1534  

 

1517 Tolonews, several killed in Taliban attack in Ghor: Officials, 8 June 2019, url 
1518 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 28-4 July, 4 July 2019, url 
1519 Save the Children, At least 25 children hospitalised after Ghazni car bomb attack, 8 July 2019, url 
1520 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 19-25, 25 July 2019, url 
1521 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Aug. 16-22, 22 August 2019, url 
1522 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Aug. 23-29, 29 August 2019, url 
1523 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 26 September 2019, url 
1524 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 26 September 2019, url 
1525 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
1526 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
1527 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
1528 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: November 2019, 2 December 2019, url 
1529 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 2020, 2 July 2020, url 
1530 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 2020, 2 July 2020, url  
1531 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 2020, 2 July 2020, url  
1532 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 2020, 2 July 2020, url 
1533 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 
1534 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 

https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/several-killed-taliban-attack-ghor-officials
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-28-july-4.html
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/least-25-children-hospitalised-after-ghazni-car-bomb-attack
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/25/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/22/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/29/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-october-2019.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-october-2019.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-october-2019.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/07/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-november-2019.html?action=click&module=RelatedLinks&pgtype=Article
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-2020.html
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/241e9899-bd51-400b-83e3-7563f1539e59/resource/2fd20780-8a54-4549-93ec-e5615c582042/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2019.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/f967873e-9886-4dca-bf3a-bc439df750e8/resource/30482298-fcda-4526-b19a-27cb56d78ead/download/afghanistan_conflict_displacements_2020.xlsx
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During the period of 28 April ς 4 May 2020, the ongoing conflict displaced 400 families (around 2 800 
individuals) in Badghis and Ghor provinces.1535 Salaam Times reported that, in April 2020, due to the 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ {ƘŀƘǊŀƪ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ώΧϐ ŀƴŘ ǿŜre 
displaced to Firozkoh district.1536 

 

1535 UNOCHA, Afghanistan, Weekly humanitarian update, 24 April ς 4 May 2020, 7 May 2020, url 
1536 Salaam Times, An insult to Islam: Taliban attack in Ghor forces hundreds to flee during Ramadan, 7 May 2020, url 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/afghanistan_humanitarian_weekly_4_may.pdf
https://afghanistan.asia-news.com/en_GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2020/05/07/feature-02
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2.12 Helmand 

2.12.1 General description of the province  

     

Map 12: Afghanistan ς Helmand province, source: UNOCHA1537     

 

1537 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Helmand Province - District Atlas, April 2014, url 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographic/hilmand-province-district-atlas
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¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ōƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ bƛƳǊƻȊΣ ŀƴŘ 
CŀǊŀƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘΣ DƘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ¦ǊǳȊƎŀƴΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ YŀƴŘŀƘŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΦ Lƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΣ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ŀ мснπƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǊŀƴŘ ƭƛƴŜΦ1538 IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ1539 Lǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ into the following administrative units: bŀŘ 
!ƭƛΣ bŀǿŀπŜπ.ŀǊƛƪȊŀȅƛ όbŀǿŀύΣ bŀƘǊπŜπ{ŀǊŀƧ όDŜǊŜǎƘƪκDǊƛǎƘƪύΣ ²ŀǎƘŜǊΣ DŀǊƳ {ŜǊΣ bŀǿȊŀŘΣ {ŀƴƎƛƴΣ aǳǎŀ 
vŀƭŀΣ YŀƧŀƪƛΣ wŜƎπŜπYƘŀƴ bƛǎƘƛƴ όwŜƎύΣ .ŀƎƘǊŀƴΣ 5ƛǎƘǳΣ  [ŀǎƘƪŀǊƎŀƘΣ Σ aŀǊƧŀ όŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ bŀŘπŜπ
!ƭƛ1540ύΣ ŀƴŘ bŀǿŀƳƛǎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ƛǎ [ŀǎƘƪŀǊƎŀƘΦ1541 IŀȊŀǊŀπŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ 
bŀǿŀƳƛǎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǎǇƭƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎƘǘǳƴπƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ .ŀƎƘǊŀƴ ōȅ ŀ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴ 
aŀǊŎƘ нлмсΦ Lƴ WǳƴŜ нлмтΣ ƛǘǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1542  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ b{L!Σ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ м ппс нол ŦƻǊ нлнлκнмΦ ¦Ǌōŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ [ŀǎƘƪŀǊƎŀƘΣ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ т ҈ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 
ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΦ1543 ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ IŜƭƳŀƴŘϥǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ .ŀƭƻŎƘ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ .ŀƭƻŎƘƛǎǘŀƴ1544 ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ IŀȊŀǊŀ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƴƻǊǘƘΦ1545 ²ƘƛƭŜ IŜƭƳŀƴŘϥǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ς .ŀƎƘǊŀƴΣ YŀƧŀƪƛ ŀƴŘ aǳǎŀ vŀƭŀ ς ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ 
ōȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭƛȊŀƛ ǘǊƛōŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ aŀǊƧŀ ŀƴŘ bŀŘπŜπ!ƭƛ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŜǘŜǊƻƎŜƴŜƻǳǎΣ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ 
ōȅ bǳǊȊŀƛΣ LǎƘŀǉȊŀƛΣ !ƭƛȊŀƛΣ !ƭŜƪƻȊŀƛΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘǊƛōŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ LǎƘŀǉȊŀƛ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ΨώΦΦΦϐ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩ1546Σ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ aǳƭƭŀƘ 
!ƪƘǘŀǊ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ aŀƴǎǳǊ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛōŜΦ1547    

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŜǘŜǊƻƎŜƴŜƻǳǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜπǎŎŀƭŜ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ¦{!L5 ǳƴǘƛƭ мфтлΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ŀǊŀōƭŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻπŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƴŀǉƛƭŜŜƴ ς ƛΦŜΦ tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ1548 !ǳǘƘƻǊ /ŀǊǘŜǊ aŀƭƪŜǎƛŀƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǊƛŦǘ ƛƴ IŜƭƳŀƴŘϥǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀǉƛƭŜŜƴ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ǘǊƛōŜǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ DŀǊƳ {ŜǊ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ IŜƭƳŀƴŘΦ1549    

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ΨǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƎŜƻπǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΩΦ1550 ! ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎ wƻŀŘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
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ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŘŜ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΦ1566 {ƻƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ 
[ŀǎƘƪŀǊƎŀƘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜΦ1567  

{ƛƴŎŜ нлмуΣ !b{C ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ¦{ ƳŀǊƛƴŜǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨaŀƛǿŀƴŘΩ 
ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜΣ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƭƻǎǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΦ1568  

¢ƘŜ [²W ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ т ƻŦ мп ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΥ .ŀƎƘǊŀƴΣ aǳǎŀ vŀƭŀΣ bŀǿ ½ŀŘΣ {ŀƴƎƛƴΣ 
DƘƻǊŀƪΣ 5ŜƘπŜ {ƘǳΣ wŜƎπŜ YƘŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎǘƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ !D9ǎ ōǳǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ1569  
Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ aŀǊƧŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ1570  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !!bΣ ŀǎ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнлΣ ΨŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŀƛǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ Ƙŀǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ƳƛŘπнлмуΣ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ bŀǿŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŜ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭŘ ƛǎ aŀƭƎƛǊΤ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŀƭΣ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎΣ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ 
ǉǳƻΦΩ1571 

!ǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¦{π¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ US troops started leaving the 
military base in Lashkargah in March 2020.1572 On 4 March 2020, US forces in Helmand attacked the 
Taliban, 11 days after the agreement, responding to the Taliban attack on ANDSF checkpoints. The 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ b!¢hΩǎ wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ said that the United 
States would continue the air strikes in support of government army and police if they were attacked 
by the Taliban.1573 

.ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΣ !ƭ vŀŜŘŀ ƛǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ 
ς ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ tŜƴǘŀƎƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ1574  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘΣ ŀǎ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ {ǘŀǘŜ όL{ύ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ IŜƭƳŀƴŘΦ1575 

2.12.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population 

2.12.3.1 General  

Lƴ нлмфΣ ¦b!a! ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ стр ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ όнуп ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ офм ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘύ ƛƴ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ но ҈ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмфΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƘƛƎƘΣ 
¦b!a! ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмтΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΦ1576 Resolute Support recorded between 76 and 100 civilian casualties in Helmand in the first 

 

1566 BBC, Taliban territory: Life in Afghanistan under the militants, 8 June 2017, url  
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six months of 2020, with no variation in number between the first and second quarter of 2020.1577 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦b!a!Σ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ нлмф ǿŜǊŜ L95ǎΣ ŀƛǊ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ1578   

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ м aŀǊŎƘ нлмф ǘƻ ол WǳƴŜ нлнлΣ !/[95 ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ total 1 650 ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎe: 1 154 battles, 474 remote violence, 22 cases of violence against 
civilians.1579 

 

Figure 14. Helmand - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians 
from 1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data1580 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ L95ǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1581 CƻǊ 
ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƻƴ нр aŀǊŎƘ нлнл ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ōƻƳō 
ƛƴ aǳǎŀ vŀƭŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ1582 hƴ ом aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΣ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ bŀƘǊπŜ 
{ŀǊŀƧ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ1583 !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƻǊ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ L95ǎΣ ōƻƳōǎ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ1584  

hƴ нн {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŀƛŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ US ŀƛǊ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ !ƭ vŀƛŘŀ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΦ1585 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ мр1586 ǘƻ пл1587 ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мм ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘΦ aƻǎǘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ aǳǎŀ vŀƭŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ1588 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ нн 
ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ƭ vŀŜŘŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ мп ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ1589 hƴ нф WǳƴŜ нлнлΣ 

 

1577 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 69; SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United 
States Congress, 30 July 2020, url, p. 72 
1578 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, pp. 69, 94 
1579 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus - Afghanistan; Ghazni; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020,  url  
1580 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus - Afghanistan; Nimroz; Event types: Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020, url 
1581 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94 
1582 Afghanistan Times, 8 killed in Helmand after vehicle hit by roadside bomb, 25 March 2020, url  
1583 SATP, Helmand Timeline 2020, url  
1584 Iw²Σ ά¸ƻǳ IŀǾŜ bƻ wƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴέ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ {ƻŎƛŀƭ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ Justice in Taliban-Held Afghanistan, 30 June 
2020, url, pp. 53-55; UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, 
url, p. 42  
1585 PBS, 40 civilians killed in anti-Taliban raid in Afghanistan, 23 September 2019, url;  UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of 
Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 60; NYT, Ally of Al Qaeda Killed in Afghanistan 
Raid, Officials Say, but Taliban Deny It, 8 October 2019, url  
1586 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 60 
1587 PBS, 40 civilians killed in anti-Taliban raid in Afghanistan, 23 September 2019, url 
1588 PBS, 40 civilians killed in anti-Taliban raid in Afghanistan, 23 September 2019, url; UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of 
Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 60; NYT, Ally of Al Qaeda Killed in Afghanistan 
Raid, Officials Say, but Taliban Deny It, 8 October 2019, url  
1589 PBS, 40 civilians killed in anti-Taliban raid in Afghanistan, 23 September 2019, url 
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ƛƴ {ŀƴƎƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ !b! ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŦƛǊŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻǊǘŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ōǳǎȅ 
ƳŀǊƪŜǘǇƭŀŎŜΣ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ мф ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ с ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƧǳǊƛƴƎ  ом ƻǘƘŜǊǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ мм ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴύΦ1590 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƛǊ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎΦ1591 ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ нлмф ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлнлΣ ¦{ ŀƴŘ 
!ŦƎƘŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ1592Σ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƛǊ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΦ1593 !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¦{ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǿŀǎ 
ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ ¦{ ŀƴŘ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŀƛǊ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ƛƴ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ1594  

.ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴπǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ L95ǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎΣ !D9ǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ IŜƭƳŀƴŘΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ [ŀǎƘƪŀǊ 
DŀƘ /ƛǘȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ1595 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ ²ŀǘŎƘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴπŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜƭƳŀƴŘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ 
Ψŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǎǇȅΩΦ1596 ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ 
ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǇǇƻǎŜΦ1597  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŘŜπƳƛƴƛƴƎ bDhǎ 
ƛƴ DǊƛǎƘƪ όbŀƘǊπŜπ{ŀǊŀƧύ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ1598 

2.12.3.2 Displacement 

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 9233 persons displaced 
from Helmand province. 7 481 persons were displaced within the province itself from different 
localities mainly to Lashkargah and Washer district. 1 752 persons were displaced from Helmand to 
other provinces, mainly to Kandahar.1599 A significant number of IDPs came from Marja / Nad-e Ali1600 
where the Afghan army conducted a military operation trying to recapture the district from Taliban.1601  

In the reporting period мло ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŜƭƳŀƴŘΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ bŀƘǊπŜ {ŀǊŀƧ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀȅƪǳƴŘƛ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ.1602 
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2.13 Herat 

2.13.1 General description of the province  

 

Map 13: Afghanistan ς Herat province, source: UNOCHA1603     

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ LǊŀƴ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳǊƪƳŜƴƛǎǘŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ .ŀŘƎƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘπŜŀǎǘΣ 
DƘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ CŀǊŀƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΦ1604 IŜǊŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ 
ǳƴƛǘǎΥ !ŘǊŀǎƪŀƴΣ /Ƙƛǎǘƛ {ƘŀǊƛŦΣ CŀǊǎƛΣ DƘƻǊȅŀƴΣ DǳƭǊŀƴΣ DǳȊŀǊŀ όbƛȊŀƳπŜ {ƘŀƘƛŘύΣ IŜǊŀǘΣ LƴƧƛƭΣ YŀǊǳƪƘΣ 
YƻƘǎŀƴΣ YǳǎƘƪ όwǳōŀǘπŜ {ŀƴƎƛύΣ YǳǎƘƪƛ YƻƘƴŀΣ hōŜΣ tŀǎƘǘǳƴ ½ŀǊƎƘǳƴΣ {ƘƛƴŘŀƴŘΣ ½ƛƴŘŀ WŀƴΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳǊ ΨǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅΩ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ς tƻǎƘǘƪƻΣ YƻƘπŜ ½ƻǊŜ όYƻƘπŜ ½ŀǿŀǊύΣ ½ŀǿƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ½ŜǊ YƻƘΦ1605 ¢ƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘΦ1606 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ IŜǊŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ1607  

!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ b{L! ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǘ 2 140 662 ƛƴ нлнлπнмΣ ǿƛǘƘ ртп нтс ƻŦ 
ƛǘǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΦ1608 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎΣ ¢ŀƧƛƪǎΣ 
IŀȊŀǊŀΣ ¢ǳǊƪƳŜƴΣ ¦ȊōŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ !ƛƳŀǉǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎ 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ мм ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ1609 ! нлмр ¦{Lt ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ IŜǊŀǘ 
/ƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ¢ŀƧƛƪπŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŜƴŎƭŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ tŀǎƘǘǳƴπƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎƛȊŜŀōƭŜ IŀȊŀǊŀ 
ŀƴŘ !ƛƳŀǉ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦΩ1610 [ŀǊƎŜπǎŎŀƭŜ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ 

 

1603 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Hirat  Province - District Atlas, April 2014, url 
1604 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Hirat  Province - District Atlas, April 2014, url 
1605 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan 2020-21, n.d., url, p. 42 
1606 Afghanistan, IEC, Afghanistan 2019 Presidential Elections ς Final results by Polling Stations: Province Herat, 2020, url; 
Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan 2020-21, n.d., url, p. 42 
1607 Pajhwok Afghan News, Background profile of Herat province, n.d., url 
1608 Afghanistan, NSIA, Estimated population of Afghanistan 2020-21, n.d., url, pp. 5 and 42 
1609 Pajhwok Afghan News, Background profile of Herat province, n.d., url 
1610 USIP, Political and Economic Dynamics of Herat, 2015, url, p.8 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Hirat.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Hirat.pdf
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
http://www.iec.org.af/results/en/home/finalresult_by_pc/
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
http://elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/background-profile-herat-province-1
https://www.nsia.gov.af:8080/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/برآورد-نفوس-کشور-۱۳۹۹-نسخۀ-اول.pdf
http://elections.pajhwok.com/en/content/background-profile-herat-province-1
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW107-Political-and-Economic-Dynamics-of-Herat.pdf
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!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ {Ƙƛŀ IŀȊŀǊŀǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллм ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǇŀǘǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ LǊŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ1611  

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎ wƻŀŘΦ1612 ! ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊƻŀŘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ IŜǊŀǘ 
ŜŀǎǘǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ DƘƻǊ ŀƴŘ .ŀƳȅŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ YŀōǳƭΦ1613 hǘƘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴπ¢ǳǊƪƳŜƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¢ƻǊƎƘǳƴŘƛΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴπLǊŀƴƛŀƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ 
ŀǘ LǎƭŀƳ vŀƭŀΦ1614 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ DŀȊŜǘǘŜΣ IŜǊŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ LǊŀƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǊŀƛƭǿŀȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ1615 

IŜǊŀǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ мл ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ /ƛǘȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ орл ллл ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ b!¢h ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΦ1616 ²ƘƛƭŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘǿŜƭƭŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
IŜǊŀǘΣ ΨώΦΦΦϐ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ IŜǊŀǘ /ƛǘȅϥǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ƻŦ LǊŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ1617  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлму ¦bh5/ hǇƛǳƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ IŜǊŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ 
ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛƴ нлмуΦ1618 /ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмтΣ IŜǊŀǘϥǎ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ пс ҈ ƛƴ нлмуΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ нлму ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ YǳǎƘƪ ŀƴŘ 
{ƘƛƴŘŀƴŘΦ1619 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ ƛƴ нлмфΣ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
ƛƴ IŜǊŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ но ҈ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмуΦ1620 

2.13.2 Conflict background and actors in Herat 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ YƘŀŀƳŀ tǊŜǎǎΣ ΨIŜǊŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎŀƭƳ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ 
ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦΩ1621 Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмуΣ !!b ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ǎǿŀǘƘŜǎ of territory 
in the province, particularly areas far from the provincial and district centres, are either contested or 
partially or completely controlled by the Taleban.Ω1622 In December 2019, 9ǘƛƭŀŀǘǊƻȊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ 
ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1623 Lƴ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ 9ǘƛƭŀŀǘǊƻȊ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ aŜƘŘƛ IŀŘƛŘΣ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ {ƘƛƴŘŀƴŘΣ YǳǎƘƪƛ YƻƘƴŀΣ DǳƭǊŀƴΣ wǳōŀǘπŜ {ŀƴƎƛΣ tŀǎƘǘǳƴ ½ŀǊƎƘǳƴΣ !ŘǊŀǎƪŀƴ ŀƴŘ CŀǊǎƛ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƳ vŀƭŀ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ aŜƘŘƛ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƻŦ р ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ Wƛƭŀƴƛ CŀǊƘŀŘΣ ǎǇƻƪŜǎǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ 
ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ώƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴϐ Ψ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ DǳƭǊŀƴΣ {ƘƛƴŘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ YǳǎƘƪƛ YƻƘƴŀΣ ōǳǘ 

 

1611 Kazemi, R.S., Speculation Abounding: Trying to make sense of the attacks against Shias in Herat city, AAN, 3 February 
2019, url 
1612 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘ ό¢ƘŜύΣ Yŀōǳƭϥǎ tƭŀƴ ǘƻ wŜŀƭƛȊŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ 5ƛǾƛŘŜƴŘΣ р 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмтΣ url 
1613 iMMAP, Afghanistan Administrative Map, 19 September 2017, url 
1614 iMMAP, Afghanistan Administrative Map, 19 September 2017, url 
1615 Railway Gazette International, Herat province railway construction contract signed, 12 December 2019, url 
1616 Technical, Herat International Airport (Afghanistan), 19 July 2019, url 
1617 US, Naval Postgraduate School, Herat Provincial Overview, n.d., url 
1618 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November 2018, url, p. 17 
1619 UNODC and Afghanistan, MCN, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, November 2018, url, p. 33 
1620 AAN, New world drug report: opium production in Afghanistan remained the same in 2019, 25 June 2020, url 
1621 Khaama Press, Prominent Taliban leader killed in Herat drone strike, 17 December 2018, url 
1622 Kazemi, R.S., The 2018 Election Observed (6) in Herat: Insecurity, organisational shambles, alleged rigging, AAN, 20 
December 2018, url 
1623 Etilaatroz, ϹжϹІ ЁуЮн͟ иϹжϝвϽТ ͻϼϝзͭϽϠ ϼϝϧЂϜн϶ ϥтъм етϜ дϝ͵Ϲзтϝгж ̫ϤϜϽк дϜϹжмϽлІ ЌϜϽϧКϜ [informal 

ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ΨIŜǊŀǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘΤ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŎƘƛŜŦΩϐΣ ол 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
2019, url 

https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/speculation-abounding-trying-to-make-sense-of-the-attacks-against-shias-in-herat-city/
https://thediplomat.com/2017/12/kabuls-plan-to-realize-afghanistans-geographic-dividend/
https://dlca.logcluster.org/display/public/DLCA/2.3+Afghanistan+Road+Network;jsessionid=13C6B3EC9C1B620C982403CE7FA7365F
https://dlca.logcluster.org/display/public/DLCA/2.3+Afghanistan+Road+Network;jsessionid=13C6B3EC9C1B620C982403CE7FA7365F
https://www.railwaygazette.com/infrastructure/herat-province-railway-construction-contract-signed/55347.article
https://www.technital.net/projects/airports/airports/airports-herat-international-airport-afghanistan
https://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/herat
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2018.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/new-world-drug-report-opium-production-in-afghanistan-remained-the-same-in-2019/
https://www.khaama.com/prominent-taliban-leader-killed-in-herat-drone-strike-02944/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/the-2018-election-observed-6-in-herat-insecurity-organisational-shambles-alleged-rigging/
https://www.etilaatroz.com/89755/protests-by-herat-citizens-representatives-of-province-demand-removal-of-a-police-commander/
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ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƛǘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ώƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜϐ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦΩ1624   

According to information LWJ collected and presented in a map released on 6 July 2020Σ DǳƭǊŀƴΣ YƻǎƘƪΣ 
YǳǎƘƪƛ YƻƘƴŀΣ hōŜΣ !ŘǊŀǎƪŀƴΣ DƘƻǊȅŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ƘƛƴŘŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
CŀǊǎƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿŀǎ ΨǳƴŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀōƭŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΩΦ1625 Lƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ {ǘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊƛǇŜǎ 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ wŀǎƻƻƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ώ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇϐ ƛƴ IŜǊŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ wŀǎƻƻƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ΨƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀŎƛǘ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩΦ1626   

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦b {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ŦƻǊ IŜǊŀǘ ǿŀǎ aŀǿƭŀǿƛ 
!ōŘǳƭ wŀǎƘƛŘ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлнлΦ1627 hƴ но aŀȅ нлнлΣ ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ b5{ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀ ƪŜȅ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ψŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ vŀǊƛ {ƘŀŦƛ όŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ 
IŀŦƛȊ hƳŜǊƛύ ƛƴ IŜǊŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ LǊŀƴΦ1628 

Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ нлтǘƘ ½ŀŦŀǊ /ƻǊǇǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !b! ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘΦ1629 As part of the NATO-led Resolute Support Mission, Italian forces provide 
Ψfunctionality-ōŀǎŜŘΩ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ !b! нлтth Corps and ANP in Herat province.1630   

Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ DŀƴŘƘŀǊŀ ƴŜǿǎ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ the chief of Herat police stating there was a shortage in the 
number of police in Herat province and only in Herat City there was a need for 1 200 Afghan National 
Police (ANP) in order to tackle insecurity.1631 According to Pajhwok, residents of Herat City complained 
that there were not enough police personal in the city to provide security for the population.1632 
According to Etilaatroz, on 30 August 2019, there was one police officer per 1 000 people in Herat 
province. ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŎƛǘŜŘ Ghulam Hussain Majrohi, a military expert stating that due to insecurity in 
several districts of Herat province, there were no judiciary institutions, and people used Taliban courts 
to resolve their problems.1633 In December 2019, Pajhwok reported that the chief of Police District 10 
(PD 10) of Herat City has been removed from the office for the lack of efficiency to provide security in 
the city.1634   

 

1624 Etilaatroz, имϽ͵ етϜ еуͺзЂ ϤϝУЯϦ ϝϦ дϝϡЮϝА ϤϝͭϽϳϦ ЅтϜϿТϜ ϾϜ ̫ϼнЇͭ ϞϽО ͼϧузвϜ ИϝЎмϜ ͼЂϼϽϠ [informal 

ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ ΨǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΤ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊƻǳǇΩΣ], 30 August 2019, url 
1625 LWJ, Several Districts Change Hands as Fighting Rages in Northern Afghanistan, 6 July 2020, url, however the source 
does not specify when and which information of the aforementioned map was last updated 
1626 Stripes, Airstrike in western Afghanistan kills leader of Taliban splinter group, may have killed civilians, 9 January 2020, 
url 
1627 UN Security Council, Letter dated 19 May 2020 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant 
to resolution 1988 (2011) addressed to the President of the Security Council, S/2020/415, 27 May 2020, url, p. 27 
1628 ¢ƻƭƻƴŜǿǎΣ άYŜȅέ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ IŜǊŀǘ ōȅ b5{Σ но aŀȅ нлнлΣ url  
1629 Afghanistan, MoD, 207 Zafar Corps, n.d., url; USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, June 2020, 1 July 
2020, url, p. 59 
1630 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, June 2020, 1 July 2020, url, p. 14  

1631 Radio Azadi, ϸнІͼв ϭЯТ ϤϜϽк ϸϝЋϧЦϜ ϹϠϝуж ЅтϜϿТϜ ЁуЮн͟ ͻϝкмϽуж Ͻ͵Ϝ ȡϤϜϽк ЁуЮн͟ иϹжϝвϽТ [informal translation: 

ΨIŜǊŀǘ tƻƭƛŎŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΥ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘΩϐΣ мт 
December 2019, url 
1632 Pajhwok Afghan News, Worsening insecurity worries Herat residents, 19 December 2019, url 
1633 Etilaatroz, имϽ͵ етϜ еуͺзЂ ϤϝУЯϦ ϝϦ дϝϡЮϝА ϤϝͭϽϳϦ ЅтϜϿТϜ ϾϜ ̫ϼнЇͭ ϞϽО ͼϧузвϜ ИϝЎмϜ ͼЂϼϽϠ [informal 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ ΨǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΤ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊƻǳǇΩΣ], 30 August 2019, url 
1634 Pajhwok Afghan News, ϹІ ϼϝзͭϽϠ ͻнУуДм ϥЯУО ЭуЮϸ йϠ ϤϜϽк ЁуЮн͟ ͼϧузвϜ бкϸ иϾнϲ Ͻвϐ [informal translation: 
ΨŎƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ мл ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƴŜƎƭƛƎŜƴŎŜΩϐΣ мт 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ url 

https://www.etilaatroz.com/82948/investigating-security-situation-in-west-of-country-from-increased-taliban-mobility-to-heavy-casualties/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
https://www.stripes.com/news/airstrike-in-western-afghanistan-kills-leader-of-taliban-splinter-group-may-have-killed-civilians-1.614105
https://www.undocs.org/S/2020/415
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/%E2%80%98key-taliban-member-arrested-herat-nds
http://old.mod.gov.af/en/page/corps/zafar-207-corps
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING_SECURITY_AND_STABILITY_IN_AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://da.azadiradio.com/a/30330112.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/12/19/worsening-insecurity-worries-herat-residents
https://www.etilaatroz.com/82948/investigating-security-situation-in-west-of-country-from-increased-taliban-mobility-to-heavy-casualties/
https://www.pajhwok.com/dr/2019/12/17/%D8%A2%D9%85%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D9%BE%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%D8%BA%D9%81%D9%84%D8%AA-%D9%88%D8%B8%DB%8C%D9%81%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF
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2.13.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population 

2.13.3.1 General  

In 2019, UNAMA documented 400 civilian casualties, including 144 killed and 256 injured in Herat 
province, which represents 54 % increase compared to 2018. The leading causes of casualties were 
Non-Suicide IEDs, ground engagements and targeted/deliberate killings.1635 According to SIGAR, RS 
(Resolute Support) recorded between 51 and 75 civilian casualties in Herat province during the first 
quarter of 20201636, and the mentioned source recorded between 101 and 125 civilian casualties during 
the second quarter of 2020.1637   

According to ACLED data, between 1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020 there were 529 security incidents 
recorded in Herat province, of which 360 were coded as battles, 141 remote violence and 28 incidents 
of violence against civilians. 

 

Figure 15. Herat - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from 

1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data1638 

A local media source indicated that Herat district roads are not safe and residents complain about 
ŀǊƳŜŘ ǘƘƛŜǾŜǎ ǿƘƻ Ǌƻō ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
checkpoints.1639 There is reportedly rising insecurity on the Islam Qala-Herat Highway.1640 hƴ 
ол aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΣ IŜǊŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ seized in a raid in Kang village of Ghoryan district ŀ 
ǘǊǳŎƪ loaded with four tons of explosives. The source quoted the Ministry of Interior (MoI) stating that 
ΨƳƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ōƻƳōǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ.Ω1641 

According AANΣ Ψƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ нлмф ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлнлΣ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƪŜȅ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ IŜǊŀǘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ 
of security incidents, including targeted killings and attacks on the police.Ω1642 On 12 February 2020, a 
local media in Herat province reported that the Taliban military commission issued a statement that 
called on its fighting commanders to stop using civilian houses, mosques and other public 
infrastructures as hideouts during the clashes with the security forces, or during air strikes. The source 
indicated that the mentioned Taliban statement has been disseminated in several districts of Herat 
province. The source also posted a copy of the original statement in Pashto language dated 
3 February 2020.1643  

 

1635 UNAMA, Protection of civilians in armed conflict, 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94 
1636 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April 2020 , url, p. 69 
1637 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 July 2020, url, p. 72 
1638 Filters applied: Central Asia & the Caucasus; Afghanistan; Herat; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; 
Violence against Civilians; 1 March 2019 - 30 June 2020, url  
1639 News Vim, ϤϜϽк ϼϸ ϝк ϼмϽϦ м ЭϧЦ дϝтϝ͟ ͼϠ ЬϝтϽЂ ώƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ΨŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 
IŜǊŀǘΩϐΣ н 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ url 
1640 Kabul Now, Customs staffs on strike over growing insecurity on Islam Qala-Herat highway, 7 July 2020, url 
1641 1 TV News, Afghan police finds four tons of explosives in truck in Herat, 30 March 2020, url 
1642 !!bΣ IŜǊŀǘ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǎǇƛƪŜ ƛƴ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΥ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǎober of reading events reveals, 21 April 2020, url 
1643 News Vim, ϸϽͭ Йзв Ϝϼ иϝͺуУϷв дϜнзК йϠ ͼжнͮЃв ЬϾϝзв ϾϜ иϸϝУϧЂϜ дϝϡЮϝА ͼвϝЗж ͻϽϡкϼ [informal translation 
Ψ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀǎ ƘƛŘŜƻǳǘǎΩϐΣ мн CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ url 

https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2020-07-30qr.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.newsvim.com/2019/12/blog-post_93.html?m=1
https://baztab.news/article/1568524
http://www.1tvnews.af/en/news/afghanistan/41673-afghan-police-find-four-tonnes-of-explosives-in-truck-in-herat
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/herat-citys-reported-spike-in-insecurity-what-a-sober-reading-of-events-reveals/
https://www.newsvim.com/2020/02/blog-post_12.html
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Recent security incidents that caused civilian casualties in Herat province in 2019 and 2020 include: 
five civilians reportedly killed and 29 wounded on 6 August 2019, when a motorcycle laden with 
explosives detonated in the Haji Abbas area of Herat City1644; on 28 August 2019, eight civilians and six 
pro-government militias were killed, and nine people including seven civilians and two pro-
government militias were wounded in a Taliban attack in the Chahardarrah village of Koshk-e 
Robatsangi district1645; on 28 September 2019, one civilian was killed, and two others wounded in a 
Taliban attack on a polling centre in Obe district1646; on 29 September 2019, two separate roadside 
bombs killed two civilians in Golran district1647; 14 members of a pro-government militia were killed in 
Rubat-e Sangi district of Herat after several Taliban fighters stormed security checkpoints in the 
Chahardara area, wounding several civilians1648; on 2 October 2019, two police officers and one civilian 
were killed in a Taliban attack on the centre of Farsi district1649; in a separate incident, three civilians 
were killed including women, children, and a retired Afghan army officer when the Taliban attacked a 
civilian vehicle in the village of Barnobad in Ghoryan district1650; on 17 October 2019, two civilians were 
killed, and three others were wounded when the Taliban attacked a vehicle, due to errant intelligence 
information, on the Kandahar-Herat Highway in the village of Kalesk in Zawol district1651; on 
23 October 2019, one civilian was killed, and two others wounded by the explosion of a roadside bomb 
in the Buran village of Pashtun Zarghun district1652; on 28 October 2019, a suicide attack near the Imam 
Hadi Mosque in the Darb-e Khosh area of Herat City, killed one civilian and injured six others1653; on 
7 November 2019, the Taliban killed one civilian in the Pal Pada village of Pashton Zarghun district1654; 
on 31 December 2019, one civilian was killed and another injured by a roadside bomb in Golran 
district1655; on 7 January 2020, around 40 civilians were killed by a US drone attack in the centre of 
Shindand district after the strike targeted and killed a Taliban key member and nearly 30 of his men1656; 
on 18 February 2020, five civilians were killed including two women and three children after foreign 
troops carried out an air strike targeting a Taliban commander, Mullah Ahmad Ahmadi, in Kushki Kohna 
district.1657 According to AAN, different sources including oral ones reported different numbers of 
civilian casualties during the mentioned incident1658; on 7 March 2020, seven civilians were killed and 
17 others were wounded in Khwaja Noor village of Kushk Rubat-e Sangi district after Taliban fighters 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ΨƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƛǊŜ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩΦ1659 According to the New York Times 
Taliban attacked a pro-gƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻǳǘǇƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ΨƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜŘ ǎƛȄ 
ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΩ1660; on 18 March 2020, one civilian was 
killed and another injured during a Taliban attack on a government outpost in Kal-e Sorkh village of 
Adraskan district1661; on 14 May 2020, one woman was killed and two other civilians were wounded 
when the Taliban opened fire on a security checkpoint in Sarak-e Naw village of Ghoryan district1662; 
on 18 May 2020, one civilian was killed in Khwaja Nooh village of Shindand district after the Taliban 

 

1644 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: August 2-8, 8 August 2019, url  
1645 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Aug. 23-29, 29 August 2019, url 
1646 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
1647 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
1648 Al Jazeera, Taliban kills 14 pro-government fighters in Afghanistan, 28 August 2019, url 
1649 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
1650 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
1651 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
1652 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
1653 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 2019, url 
1654 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: August 2-8, 8 August 2019, url 
1655 NYT, Afghan war casualty report: January 2020, 2 January 2020, url 
1656GARDAWORLD, Afghanistan: Drone strike leaves heavy casualties in Herat Province January 9, 9 January 2020, url 
1657 AIHRC, ϤϜϽк м ϾϹзͭ ͻϝкϥтъм ϼϸ ͼвϝЗжϽуО ϤϝУЯϦ иϼϝϠϼϸ ώƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ ΨŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 

Kunduz and Herat proǾƛƴŎŜǎΩϐΣ нл CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ url 
1658 AAN, Disputed casualties in Kushk: the cost of blurring lines between fighters and civilians, 24 February 2020, url 
1659 Tolonews, Herat attack leaves seven civilians dead, including children, 7 March 2020, url 
1660 NYT, Afghan war casualty report: March 2020, 26 March 2020, url  
1661 NYT, Afghan war casualty report: March 2020, 26 March 2020, url 
1662 NYT, Afghan war casualty report: May 2020, 28 May 2020, url  
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ambushed a military convoy1663; on 12 June 2020, one civilian was killed and seven others were injured 
(including five teenagers) in a rocket attack by the Taliban in Golran-e Timory village in Golran 
district1664; on 14 June 2020, one civilian was killed in the village of Band-e Benafsh in Obe district due 
to the clashes between the Taliban and ANSF1665; on 20 June 2020, one civilian (shopkeeper) and four 
police officers were killed when a police vehicle hit a roadside bomb in Dahana village of Kohsan 
district1666; on 1 July 2020, one civilian was killed, and nine security forces were injured including the 
police chief of Herat province, Obaidullah Noorzai, after the Taliban attacked ANSF convoy in Fooshkan 
village of Pashton Zarghun district.1667 

2.2.3.2 Displacement  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 3 761 persons displaced 
from Herat province, ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ фф ҈ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ1668  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting  9 398 persons 
displaced to Herat province, with 42 % coming from Badghis, 6 % from Ghor, 5 % from Farah, 4 % from 
Faryab, 3 % from Ghazni, Kunduz and Uruzgan, and the remaining 40 % coming from within the 
province itself.1669   

UNOCHA weekly Humanitarian update (1 to 7 June 2020) indicated that the security situation in west 
of Afghanistan remained unstable during the reporting period, and over 100 000 IDPs living in informal 
settlements in Herat province was going to receive humanitarian aid.1670 According to Danish 
Committee for Aid to Afghan Refugees (DACAAR), more than 17 000 IDPs families we living in Herat 
province in February 20201671, a much lower figure compared to the AAN/Nadim figure indicating that 
around 158 000 IDP families were living in Herat province during the reporting period including 70 000 
IDP families in Herat City.1672  

 

 

1663 NYT, Afghan war casualty report: May 2020, 28 May 2020, url 
1664 NYT, Afghan war casualty report: June 2020, 2 July 2020, url  
1665 NYT, Afghan war casualty report: June 2020, 2 July 2020, url  
1666 NYT, Afghan war casualty report: June 2020, 2 July 2020, url  
1667 NYT, Afghan war casualty report: June 2020, 2 July 2020, url 
1668 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 
1669 UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict Displacement 2019, last updated: 3 March 2020, url; UNOCHA, Afghanistan Conflict 
Displacement 2020, last updated: 12 July 2020, url 
1670 UNOCHA, Afghanistan weekly humanitarian update, 7 June 2020, url, p. 2 
1671 DACAAR, Remember the plight of drought IDPs in Herat, 4 February 2020, url 
1672 !!bΣ IŜǊŀǘ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǎǇƛƪŜ ƛƴ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΥ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǎƻōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎΣ нм !ǇǊƛƭ нлнлΣ url 
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2.14 Jawzjan 

2.14.1 General description of the province  

 
Map 14: Afghanistan ς Jawzjan province, source: UNOCHA1673     

 

1673 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Jawzjan Province - District Atlas, April 2014, url 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographic/jawzjan-province-district-atlas
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WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ located ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΣ 
{ŀǊπŜ tǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ CŀǊȅŀō ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǳǊƪƳŜƴƛǎǘŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƴƻǊǘƘΦ1674 WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ administrative unitsΥ !ǉŎƘŀΣ 5ŀǊȊŀōΣ CŀȅȊŀōŀŘΣ 
YƘŀƳȅŀōΣ YƘŀƴŀǉŀΣ YƘǿŀƧŀŘǳƪƻƘΣ aŀǊŘȅŀƴΣ aƛƴƎŀƧƛƪΣ vŀǊǉƛƴΣ vǳǎƘǘŜǇŀ ŀƴŘ {ƘƛōŜǊƎƘŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛǎ {ƘƛōŜǊƎƘŀƴΦ1675 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !!bΣ 5ŀǊȊŀō Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ CŀǊȅŀō ǘƻ 
WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ [ŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ vǳǎƘǘŜǇŀ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊǾŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 5ŀǊȊŀōΦ1676  

According to estimates for 2020-2021 by NSIA, the province has a population of 602 082, 192 724 of 
whom live in the provincial capital, Shiberghan.1677 The main ethnic groups in the province are Uzbek 
and Turkmen. Other groups present include tŀǎƘǘǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻπŎŀƭƭŜŘ !Ǌŀōǎ ς ƛΦŜΦ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ 
ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀōƛŀƴ tŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мпǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ςΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ¢ŀƧƛƪǎ ŀƴŘ YǳŎƘƛ ƴƻƳŀŘǎΣ 
ǿƘƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǾŀǊȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ1678   

¢ƘŜ wƛƴƎ wƻŀŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ aŀȊŀǊπŜ 
{ƘŀǊƛŦ ƛƴ .ŀƭƪƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ CŀǊȅŀō ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ {ŀǊπŜ tǳƭ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎ wƻŀŘ ƛƴ {ƘƛōŜǊƎƘŀƴΦ1679 WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ !b5{C 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ΨŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻŀŘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ 
ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ нлмфΦ1680 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦bh/I!Σ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ 
{ƘƛōŜǊƎƘŀƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнлΦ1681 !D9ǎ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀȄƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ1682  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлму ¦bh5/ hǇƛǳƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ƭƻǎǘ ƛǘǎ ǇƻǇǇȅπŦǊŜŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛƴ нлмсΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƻǇƛǳƳπ
ǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀ ǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ нлмт ς ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŜƛƎƘǘŦƻƭŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмс ςΣ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ фл ҈ ƛƴ нлму ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмтΦ1683 
¦bh5/ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜ ǘƻ нлмуϥǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŘǊŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ1684 WŀǿȊƧŀƴ 
ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻǇƛǳƳπǇƻǇǇȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛƴ нлмуΦ1685 

2.14.2 Conflict background and actors in Jawzjan  

5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ¦ȊōŜƪ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ !ōŘǳƭ wŀǎƘƛŘ 5ƻǎǘǳƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ΨŦƻǊƳŜǊ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΩΣ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ b!¢hπ
ƭŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ нлмнΦ1686 ! нлмт ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ {ǘŀǘŜ όL{ύ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ώΦΦΦϐ WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ώΦΦΦϐΣ 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ όŀǊōŀƪƛΣ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇŀǊŀƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎύ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘƛπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
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нлмуΦ1703 bƻ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ L{Yt ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ !/[95 ƛƴ WŀǿȊƧŀƴ 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ м aŀǊŎƘ нлмф ŀƴŘ нл WǳƴŜ нлнлΦ1704 

Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмф ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ м рлл ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ мно ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1705 
5ŀǊȊŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмфΦ1706 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ vǳǎƘǘŜǇŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ нлмф1707 ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ1708 5ŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ WŀǿȊƧŀƴΩǎ 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ vǳǎƘǘŜǇŀΣ YƘŀƳȅŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ aŀƴƎŀƧŀƪΣ vŀǊǉƛƴΣ aǳǊŀŘȅŀƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǊȊŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦ1709 Lƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ !ǉŎƘŀ ŀƴŘ YƘŀƴŀǉŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ1710 ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǘƻƻƪ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ 5ŀǊȊŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ ом 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ1711 ¢ƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŜǿ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ !ƴǘŀƴ Iƛƭƭ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ōŀǎŜ ƻƴ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ1712 !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǘŀƪŜƴ YƘŀƳȅŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ 
!ǇǊƛƭ нлнл1713Σ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƻƴ мм WǳƴŜ нлнлΣ [²W ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǎ 
Ψ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴπŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΩΦ1714 As of 2 July 2020 the ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ ²ŀǊ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ presented in a 
frequently updated map and based on open-source information, additionally indicated Darzab and 
vǳǎƘǘŜǇŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀǎ ΨTaliban-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΩΣ aŀǊŘȅŀƴΣ aƛƴƎŀƧƛƪ and Shiberghan ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀǎ Ψgovernment-
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ΨŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΩΦ1715  

According to information at the disposal of the UN Security Council in 2019 and 2020, in Afghanistan 
Central Asian groups were under the direct operational and financial control of the Taliban.1716 The 
Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan was said to have no more than 100 members and operates mainly in 

 

1703 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 21-27, 27 June 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 5 pro-govt militiamen killed in 
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- 30 June 2020), url 
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Tolonews, Jawzjan Security Needs More Attention: Official, 5 August 2019, url  
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1707 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 28-July 4, 4 July 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban capture WŀǿȊƧŀƴΩǎ 
Qush Tepa district, 2 June 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban release 54 security forces in Jawzjan, 9 July 2019, url 
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September 2019, url, p. 6; UNSG, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and security, 
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1709 tŀƧƘǿƻƪ !ŦƎƘŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ Ψмно ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ WŀǿȊƧŀƴΩΣ о !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΣ url  
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March 2020, url, p. 6  
1712 Khaama Press, Taliban takes over Darzab district of northern Jawzjan province, 31 December 2019, url  
1713 YƘŀŀƳŀ tǊŜǎǎΣ нр ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΣ мт ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ΨwŜǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ YƘŀƳŀŀōΩΣ мн !ǇǊƛƭ нлнлΣ url; 
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Faryab and Jawzjan provinces where it maintained links to splinter groups such as Islamic Jihad Group 
and Khatiba Imama al-Bukhari.1717 

In terms of the presence of government security forces, Jawzjan province is under the responsibility of 
the нлфǘƘ !b! {ƘŀƘŜŜƴ ŎƻǊǇǎ. Jawzjan ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ 
!ŘǾƛǎŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ς bƻǊǘƘ ό¢!!/ ς bƻǊǘƘύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ b!¢hϥǎ wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ ¢!!/πbƻǊǘƘ ƛǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ aŀȊŀǊπŜ 
{ƘŀǊƛŦΣ .ŀƭƪƘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ1718 

2.14.3 Recent security trends and impact on the civilian population  

2.14.3.1 General  

In 2019, UNAMA documented 123 civilian casualties (29 deaths and 94 injured) in Jawzjan. This 
represents a decrease of 33 % compared to 2018. Leading causes of casualties were ground 
engagements, followed by explosive remnants of war and non-suicide IEDs.1719 Resolute Support 
recorded between 26 and 75 civilian casualties in Jawzjan in the first half of 2020, reporting a decrease 
in the number of civilian casualties in the second quarter of 2020, compared to the first.1720  

ACLED collected data on 244 violent events in Jawzjan province between 1 March 2019 and 
30 June 2020 from reports in open sources, 180 of which were coded as battles, 58 as 
explosions/remote violence and 6 as violence against civilians. While ACLED registered violent events 
ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ WŀǿȊƧŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ м March 2019 
and 30 June 2020 were registered in Fayzabad and Aqcha districts.1721 

 

Figure 16. Jawzjan - Evolution of security events coded battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians from 
1 March 2019 to 30 June 2020, based on ACLED data1722 

ACLED coded 74 % of the violent incidents in Jawzjan province as battles, mostly armed clashes, 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ WŀǿȊƧŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ1723 The majority of those 
incidents were attacks by the Taliban on Afghan security forces, including military, police or NDS 

 

1717 UN Security Council, Letter dated 10 June 2019 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant 
to resolution 1988 (2011) addressed to the President of the Security Council, 13 June 2019, url, p. 18 
1718 USDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability In Afghanistan. December 2019, 23 January 2020, url, pp. 11-12, p. 50; USDOD, 
Enhancing Security and Stability In Afghanistan. June 2020, 1 July 2020, url, p. 14 
1719 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 94. No 
UNAMA data on civilian casualties in Jawzjan province were available for the first half of 2020. 
1720 SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United States Congress, 30 April 2020, url, p. 69; SIGAR, Quarterly Report To The United 
States Congress, 30 July 2020, url, p. 72 
1721 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Jowzjan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020), url 
1722 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Afghanistan - Jowzjan, url  
1723 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Jowzjan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020), url 
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personnel1724, and members of pro-government militias or local uprising forces1725 or attacks on their 
facilities such as checkpoints1726, headquarters1727 and military bases1728, and to a lesser extent on 
convoys and vehicles.1729 At times these incidents resulted in civilian casualties, as for example in 
YƘǿŀƧŀŘǳƪƻƘ district where four civilians who were farming nearby were killed during a Taliban attack 
on a security post on 2 May 2019.1730 In Qushtepa district two police officers and one civilian were 
killed and another civilian wounded when clashes broke out after a Taliban attack on a security post 
30 May 2019.1731 Two civilians were injured in a Taliban attack on a village in Aqcha district in May 
2020.1732 

Operations and attacks carried out by Afghan security forces against AGEs, such as in CŀȅȊŀōŀŘ district 
in March 20191733 or in Qarqin district in July 20191734, were also registered under armed clashes by 
ACLED.1735  

There were reports of ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ aŀƴƎŀƧƛƪ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ 
нф bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмф ŀƴŘ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнл1736Σ ƻǊ vŀǊǉƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ ол aŀȅΣ мо Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ мл !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмф ŀƴŘ 
ол aŀǊŎƘ нлнл1737 ŀƴŘ aŀǊŘȅŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΦ1738 {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ 
ƛƴǘƻ ƘƻǳǊπƭƻƴƎ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎΦ1739  

Air/drone strikes represented 15 % of all violent incidents registered by ACLED in Jawzjan between 
1 March 2019 and 30 June 2020.1740 Most air strikes were carried out by Afghan forces, while a few 
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March 2020, 5 March 2020, url 
NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Aug. 16-22, 22 August 2019, url; Xinhua, 13 killed in N. Afghanistan clashes, including 
pro-gov't local leader, 4 February 2020, url; Khaama Press, Gen. Dostum reacts to killing of uprising commander in Taliban 
militants ambush in Jawzjan, 7 April 2019, url  
1726 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 5 September 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: Aug. 23-
29, 29 August 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: July 5-11, 11 July 2019, url; NYT, War Casualty Report: May 24-
30, 30 May 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: April 5-11, 11 April 2019, url; NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: 
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1730 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: April 26-May 2, 2 May 2019, url 
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militants killed in Afghan Special Forces operations, airstrikes, 6 March 2019, url  
1734 Khaama Press, Dadullah alias Surkhabi, one of the most dangerous leaders of Taliban killed in Jawzjan, 17 July 2019, url 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/06/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-february-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-december-2019.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-28-july-4.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-march-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/22/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-02/04/c_138755060.htm
https://www.khaama.com/gen-dostum-reacts-to-killing-of-uprising-commander-in-taliban-militants-ambush-in-jawzjan-03662/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/29/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/11/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/30/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-may-24-30.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/11/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-26-may-2.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-january-2020.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-04/08/c_137959964.htm
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/12/30/jawzjan-17-security-personnel-killed-taliban-assault
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/01/28/3-policemen-killed-8-wounded-jawzjan-firefight
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-may-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-2020.html
http://www.bakhtarnews.com.af/eng/security/item/41255-terrorists-with-two-commanders-killed-in-jawzjan-clash.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/december-alerts-and-november-trends-2019
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/07/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-november-2019.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-october-2019.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/08/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-26-may-2.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-2020.html
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-26-may-2.html?action=click&module=RelatedLinks&pgtype=Article
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2019/06/01/over-180-killed-deadliest-week-current-year
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/30/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-may-24-30.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-may-2020.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-03/04/c_137868603.htm
https://www.khaama.com/up-to-50-militants-killed-in-afghan-special-forces-operations-airstrikes-03431/
https://www.khaama.com/dadullah-alias-surkhabi-one-of-the-most-dangerous-leaders-of-taliban-killed-in-jawzjan-03955/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-december-2019.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/02/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-2020.html
https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2020/03/28/taliban%E2%80%99s-red-unit-loses-7-men-jawzjan-firefight
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/15/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/18/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/30/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-may-24-30.html


160 τ EASO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN INFORMATION REPORT: AFGHANISTAN ς SECURITY SITUATION 

were attributed to NATO forces.1741 While air strikes inflicted losses among AGEs1742, in one reported 
incident on 20 May 2020, six civilians were also killed when Afghan forces bombed houses in response 
to a Taliban attack in Mardyan district.1743 

AGEs also used roadside bombs or IEDs, including VB-IEDs1744, to target security forces, at times also 
causing casualties among civilians.1745 This happened on 31 October 2019 when explosives transported 
by the Taliban, went off prematurely in Mardyan district.1746 An employee of Afghan Gas Company was 
killed and five of his colleagues were wounded as a result of a roadside bomb hitting their vehicle in 
Shiberghan City in December 2019.1747 One child was killed and two were wounded when a bomb 
exploded at an abandoned check point in Dazab district on 7 February 20201748 and one child was killed 
and two were wounded when two roadside bombs exploded in Mangajik district on 27 June 2020.1749 

{ƛȄ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ !/[95 ŀǎ ΨǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ŜƭŘŜǊ ōȅ 
a pro-government militia in Aqcha district in February 20201750, arson in several shops and schools by 
AGEs in Darzab district in November 2019, injuring civilians1751, the killing of a child by the Taliban in 
Qushtepa district in March 20191752, the killing of a fuel tanker driver who refused to stop at a Taliban 
check point on the Balkh-Jawzjan Highway in Shiberghan district in March 20191753 and the abduction 
of 40 elderly civilians from a funeral of a relative who belonged to a pro-government militia, in 
Fayzabad district by the Taliban in December 2019.1754 The men were released after two days.1755 

There were reports from the northern region, which includes Jawzjan province, about electricity and 
mobile phone networks being interrupted before and during the presidential election in September 
2019.1756 This happened for example in CŀȅȊŀōŀŘ district when the Taliban torched an antenna of 
Salaam Telecom, which covered the CŀȅȊŀōŀŘ district centre and surrounding areas up to 10 kilometres 
and was the only company providing 24 hoursΩ service in the area.1757 Private mobile companies were 
warned to close down their networks until after the presidential election. By the end of September, 
early October 2019 all networks started functioning again.1758 Attacks by the Taliban were reported on 

 

1741 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Jowzjan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020), url 
1742 Pajhwok Afghan News, Commander among 18 Taliban killed in Jawzjan blitz, 5 March 2019, url; Khaama Press, 9 Taliban 
militants killed in Helmand, Uruzgan and Jawzjan provinces, 5 march 2019, url; Khaama Press, At least 40 Taliban militants 
killed, wounded in Jawzjan airstrikes, 31 August 2019, url; Pajhwok Afghan News, 3 volleyball players killed in Kapisa ground 
blast, 14 September 2019, url  
1743 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 2020, 7 May 2020, url; Salam Watandar, Air strike kills civilians in Jawzjan, 21 
May 2020, url; UNAMA, Afghanistan. Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict. Midyear Report: 1 January ς 30 June 2020, 
27 July 2020, url, p. 13 
1744 Pajhwok Afghan News, Security personnel among 14 killed in Jawzjan incidents, 28 December 2019, url 
1745 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, (Filters applied: Central Asia & the 
Caucasus; Afghanistan; Jowzjan; Event types: Battles; Explosions/Remote Violence; Violence against civilians; 1 March 2019 
- 30 June 2020), url; YƘŀŀƳŀ tǊŜǎǎΣ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ L95 ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ōƭƻǿƴ ǳǇ ōȅ ƻǿƴ ōƻƳō ƛƴ WŀǿȊƧŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ нф WǳƴŜ нлмфΣ url  
1746 Khaama Press, 31 Taliban militants, civilians killed, wounded as explosives-laden vehicle goes off in Jawzjan, 31 October 
2019, url  
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1748 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 6 February 2020, url 
1749 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: June 2020, 4 June 2020, url 
1750 Voice of Jihad, Tribal elder martyred, another one injured in enemy aggression, 21 February 2020, url 
1751 1TV, Civilians injured after militants torch schools, shops in Jowzjan: official, 16 November 2019, url; Bakhtar News, 
Taliban Sustained Casualties in Jawzjan Operation, 17 November 2019, url  
1752 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: March 1-7, 7 March 2019, url; Khaama Press, 8-year-old child shot dead by Taliban 
militants in Jawzjan province, 7 March 2019, url  
1753 NYT, Afghan War Casualty Report: March 1-7, 7 March 2019, url  
1754 Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban abduct 40 elderly men from Jawzjan funeral, 10 December 2019, url 
1755 Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban set free 40 elderly individuals in Jawzjan, 12 December 2019, url 
1756 UNOCHA, 18 October 2019, url 
1757 Pajhwok Afghan News, Taliban torch Salaam Telecom tower in Jawzjan, 7 September 2019, url 
1758 UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Monthly Humanitarian Update (September 2019), 18 October 2019, url 
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presidential election day, 28 September 2019, in CŀȅȊŀōŀŘ district. A woman was injured as a result of 
one of those incidents.1759  

Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмфΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀȊŀǊπŜ {ƘŀǊƛŦ ŀƴŘ 
{ƘƛōŜǊƎƘŀƴΦ1760 Security incidents along the .ŀƭƪƘπWŀǿȊƧŀƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ occurred in October 20191761 and 
in February 20201762 and also on the highway connecting Sar-e Pul to Jawzjan in March and August 
2019 and in February, March and June 2020.1763 

During clashes leading up to the capture of Qushtepa district in July 2019, connection between the 
district and the provincial capital was cut off.1764 Within the framework of its attacks on health care 
initiative, the World Health Organisation (WHO) did not register such attacks in Jawzjan province in 
2019.1765 However UNAMA documented a Taliban attack on the district hospital in Aqcha district on 
28 October 2019. The Taliban occupied the hospital and used it for military purposes until ANDSF 
regained control. As a result of the attack two civilians were killed and two were injured.1766 ¦Ǉƻƴ 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ 5ŀǊȊŀō ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмф ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǎŜǘ ŦƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
ǘŜƭŜŎƻƳ ǘƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ 5ŀǊȊŀōΦ [ƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ1767 

2.14.3.2 Displacement  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 4 186 persons displaced 
due to conflict from Jawzjan province, 67 % of whom were displaced within the province itself, while 
others sought refuge in Sar-e Pul, Balkh, Kandahar and Kabul provinces. Most IDPs were registered 
from Darzab district, followed by Aqcha, Khanaqa and Mingajik districts.1768 UNOCHA reported how 
fighting caused displacement in Jawzjan in May 2020, in particular from aƛƴƎŀƧƛƪ districts as a result 
of armed clashes between AGEs and the ANDSF.1769 No conflict-induced displacement was registered 
by UNOCHA from Shiberghan during the reporting period.1770  

UNOCHA collected data for the period 1 March 2019 ς 30 June 2020, reporting 6 384 persons 
displaced to Jawzjan province. In addition to the 2 821 people displaced within the province, Jawzjan 
hosted a large group of IDPs from Faryab province, all displaced to Shiberghan. Shiberghan, Aqcha and 
Qarqin were the districts hosting people displaced to Jawzjan province in the reporting period, with 
Shiberghan district hosting 80 %.1771 
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1765 WHO, Afghanistan. Attacks on Health Care in 2019 as of December 31, 2019, 31 December 2019, url 
1766 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2019, 22 February 2020, url, p. 29 
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2.15 Kabul province 

2.15.1 General description of the province  

      

Map 15: Afghanistan ς Kabul province, source: UNOCHA1772     
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